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Her appeals -cemed always to Hod
the tender spot of this robber’s heart,
for he hesitated, and called out:
we overlook the parson's wad,

poduer 1

“Take it, and shut up, you molly-
coddle!™ was the amswer he got, and
the vacation funds joined the old gew-
Eaws, -

And now everybody had been
robbed hut Marjorie. Bhe happened to
be at the cenler of the line, and both
mwen , reached her at the same time:
“l seen her first,” the first ome
shouted.

“You did not,” the other roared.

“I tell you 1 did.”

“I tell you I did” They glared
threateningly at each other, and their
revolyers seemed to meet, llke two
game cocks, beak to beak.

The porter volced the general hope,
when he sighed; “Oh, Lawd, If they'd
only shool each other.'"

This brought the rivals to thelir evil
senses, and they swepl the line with
those terrifying muzzies and that
heart-stopping yelp: “Hands up!”

Bil) sald: “You take the east side of
her, and I'll take thé wesL”

“All right.”

And they began to snatch away her
sidecomba, the lttle gold chain at
her throat, the jeweled pin that Mal
Jory had given her as the fOrst tokem
ol his love.

The young solMler had foreseen this,
He bad foreseea the wild rage that
would unseat his reason when he saw
the dirty hands of thieves lald rudely
on the macred body of his beloved.
But hias soldber-schoollng had drilled
hm to goverm his Impulses, to play
the coward when there was mno hope
of sucoeasful batlle, and to strike only
when (he momeat was ripe with per-
fect opportunity.

He bhad kept telling himself that
when (he fnger of one of Lhess men
tounched 0 much as Marjorie's hem,
he womid be foreed to Mag himsell
en the profane miscreant. And he
kept telllng himsell that the moment
he 4id this, the other man would
ealmly blow a bole through him, and
drop him at Marjorie’s feet. while Lthe
other passengers shrank away In ter
ror.
He told himaelf that, while it might
be a fAine Impulse to deap to her de
fense, It was a fool Impules to leap
off a precipice and leave Marjorie
slone among strapgera with a dead
man and A scandal, aa the only re
warda for his Impulas He vowed that
he wounld hold himassif In check, and
let the robberas take everythinug, leav-
ing him omly the name of eoward,
provided they left him also the power
to defend Marjorie betier at another
time.

And mow that he saw the clumay-
handed thugs riffing his sweetheart's
jeweiry, he feit all that ha had fore
seen, And his head fought almost In
vain againat the white fire of his
heart. Retween them bha trembled
Hke & leal and the aweal globed on

The woret of it wan the shivering
terror of Marjorie, and the pitiful eves
she torned on him. PBut he clenched
his teeth and waited, thinking flerce
ly, watching, Ifke & hovering sagle, a
chancs tn swoopn

But the robbers kept glancing this
way and that, and ome motion woul
mean death., They themselves were
o0 overwrought with their own ordeal
and s Immediate conclinsion, that
they would have killed anyhody Malk
lory shifted hia foot ecantionsly, and
fostantly a gon was jabbed into his
stomach, with a smarl: “Don’t yom
move!” -

“¥ho's moving™ Mallory answered,
with a poor imitation of a careless

jorie’s left hand, roared:
“Say, youn cheated. All T pet is this

gold band.”
that!” Marjorie

“Shat up, Both of you” Jake
growied, and jabbed him again with
the gon. J
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CHAr TER XL.

A Hero In Spite of Himself.
Passion sent Mallory Intg the un-
equal fight with two armed and des-
perate outlaws, But reason had
planned the way. He had been study-
ing the robber all the time, as If the
villaln were a war-map, studying his
gestures, his way of turning, and how
he held the revolver. He had noted
that the man, as he [risked the pas-
sengers, did not keep hin finger on
the trigger, but on the guard.

Marjorie's Httle battle threw the
desperado off his balance a trifle; aa
he recovered, Mallory struck bhim, and
swept him on over against the back
of a seat. At the same instant, Mal-
lory’s right hand went lke lightning
to the trigger guard, and gripped the
fingers In & vise of steel, while he
drove the man's elbow back agamst
his side. Mallory's left hand mean-
while flung around his enemy’s neck,
and gave him a sploning fall that sent
hin left band out for balance. It fell
across the back of the seat, and Mal
lory piniomed it with elbow and kneeo
before It could escape.

All Im the same crowded moment,
his loft knuckies jolted the man’'s chin
in the air, and so bewildered him
that his musclies relaxed enough for
Mallory's right fingers to squirm (heir
way to the trigger, and alm the gun
at the other robber, and finally to get
entire control of It

The thing had bappensd n such a
fiash that the second outlaw could
hardly belleve hin eyesn. The shriek
of the astoupded passengers, and the

grumt of Mallory's prisoner, as bhe
crashed backward, woke him to the

nead for action. He caught his other
gun from its bolater, and made for a
double volley, but there was nothing
o alm at. Mallory was crouched In
the seat, and aimost perfectly ocov-
ored by a human shield.

Atill, from forcs of habit and fool
hardy pluck, BIl aimed at Mallory's
right eyebrow, just abamnt Jake's right
ear, and abhouted his old motto;

“Hands up! you!™

“Handa up yourself!™ answered
Mallory, and his victim, shuddering at
the ferce look In hs comrade’s eyen,
Enaped : “For (od's sake, don’t shoot,
mn-

Fven thea the fellow stood Ais
ground, and debaled the ilssue, til
Mallory threw such ringing determina
tiom Into one last: "Handes up, or by
God, TN fAire'™ that he caved i3, lifMed
hia Angers from the triggers, turned
the guna up, and slowly mlsed both
handa above his head.

A profound “Ah!™ of rellefl soughed
throngh the ecar, and Mallory, still
keeping hia aye on R, got down can-
tionaly from the seal. The moment
he released Jake's left hand, M darted
tn the holeter where his second gun
was walting. But before he comid
cluteh the buit of i, Mallory jabbed
the muzzie of his own revelver In the
man's back, and growled: “Put ‘em
up!™ And the robber's left hand
joined the right In alr, while Mallory's
left hand lifted the revolver.

Mallory stood for a moment, breath.
ing hard and a Itle Incredulous at
his own awift, aweet triumph. Then
be made an effort to speak as If this
sort of thing were quite common with
him, aa if he overpowered a pair of
ontlawe every morming before hreak-
fast, but his volee eracked as he sald,
in A drawing-room tone:

“Dr. Temple, would you mind re
Meving that man of those guns?”

Dr. Temple was so set up by this
distinction that he anawered: “Not by
a—"

“Walter'!™ Mra. Temple checked
him, before he could utter the bean-
tifnl word and Dr. Temple looked At
her almost reproachfully, =a be
gighed: "Golly, I should like to swear
Just onece more.”

Then he reached up and disarmed
the man who had takem his wallet |
and his wife’s keepsakes.

American children breathe in this
desparado romance with their earllest
traditions, and Dr. Temple feit all his
boyhood zest surge back with a boy's |
tremendous rapture in a deed of der-
ring-do. And now nothing could check
hi=s swagger, Az he sald to Mallory:
“What shall we do with these|
dam-ned sinners?

He feit like apologizing
clerteal relapse into a pulpitiam, but
Mallory answered briakly: “We'd bet-
ter take them into the smoking room.
They scare the ladies. But first will

| salde, and told him the situation, then

| the comdoctor followed more slowly,

ing room.

The rest went after those opuldnt

feed-bags.

CHAPTER XLI,

Clickety-Clickety-Clickety.

Marjorie, as the supposed wile of
the resculng angel, was permitted
first pearch, and the first thing she
hunted for was a certain gold brace-
let that was none of hers. 8he found
it and gelzed it with a prayer of
thanks, and concealed it among her
own things,

Mrs. Temple gave her a gullty start,
by speaking across a barrier:

“Mra. Mallory, your husband is the
bravest man on earth.”

“Oh, 1 koow he 18" Marjorie
beamed, and added with a spasm of
conscience: “but he jen't my hus-
band!”

Mrs. Temple gasped in horror, but
Marjorie dragged her close, and
poured out the whole story, while the
other passengera recovered their prop-
értles with as much joy as if they
were all new gifts found on a bush,

Meauwhile, under Mallory's guid-
ance, the porter fastened the outiaws
together back to back with the straps
of their own feed-bags. The porter
was rejoicing that his barvest of tipa
wasz not blighted after all

Mallory completed his bliss, by gliv-
ing bhim Dr, Temple's brace of guns,
and establishing him as jajler, with
A warniug: “Now, porter, don't take
your eye off 'em.”

“Lordy, 1 won't bat an eyelld.”

“If either of these lads coughs, put
a hole through both of ‘em.”

The porter chuckled: “My Hngers Is
Just a-itehin® fer them lovin' triggers.™

" Mallory pocketed two of the cap-
tured revolvers, lest a need might
arise suddenly again. As bhe hurried
down the ajsle, he was recelved with
cheers. The passengers gave him an
ovation, but be ouly smiled timidly,
and made haste to Marjorie’s side.

Hhe regarded him with such idol
atry that he almost regretted his deod.
BulL this mood soon passed In her ox-
citement, and In a moment ahe was
surreptitiously showing bhim the
bracelett He became an acceassory
after the I[act, and shared ber gulit,
for when she groaned with a sudden
droop: “Hhe'll get It back!™ he grimiy
angwered, “Oh, no she won't!™ hoist-
ed the window, and fung the Dracelet
into a Hitle pool by the side of Lbhe
track, with a farewesll: “Uood-bye,
trouble'"™

As bhe drew his bhead In, a side
glance showed him (hat up near ithe
engine a third traln-robber beld Lhe
miserably weary traln erew In line.

He found the conductlaor just about
o pull the bellrope, to proceed. The
conduotor had forgotiem all aboul the
rest of the stall. Mallory took him

turned to Marjoris, sald: “Excuse me
p minute,” and burried forward. The
comductor followed Mallory through
the train inlo the baggage coach.
The Brot news the third outlaw had
of the counter-revolutiomn occurring In
the aleeping car was a mysterfous
bullet that fAicked the dwst near his
heel, and a sonorous shout of “Hands
up!™ Aa he whirled in amaze, beo
saw t(wo revolvers almed point blank
at him from behind a trumk.
holsted his guns withoutl pariey, and
the traln ecrew trussed him up o short
order.
Mallory ram back to Marjorie, and

reassuring the passengers in the other
ears, and making certain that the
train was ready (o move on iia way.

Mallory went siralght to Dr. Tem-

“Youn dear old frand, will you marry

followed by Mallory, followed by the
porter and as many of the other pas-
sengers as could crowd into the smok-

He |

ple, with a burning demand: |

| ductor came to attemtion.

Then Mallory, standing with bhis
right hand on militery duty, put out
lhll left hand, and gave the word:

“Now, parson.”

He smiled still more ag he heard
Kathleen's volce walling: “But I can't
:::"mr bracelet. Where's my brace-

“Bllence! Silence!” Dr. Temple
{ cominanded, and then: “Join bands,
my children,”

Marjorie sbifted Snoozleums to her
left armn, put her right hand into Mat
lory's, and Dr. Temple, standing be-
tween them, begam (o drone the
ritual.

When the old clergyman had done
his work, the young husband-at-last
graciously rescinded military law, re-
called the artillery from the condue
tor's very midst, and remembering
Manila, smiled:

I *“You may fire when ready, conduc-
tor.”

The conductor's rage had cooled,
and he slapped the bridegroom on the
back with one hand, as he pulled the
cord with the other. 'The train began
| to creak and tug and shift. The ding-
dong of the bell floated murmurous-
ly back as from a lofty steeple, and
the clickety-click, click-clickety-click
fquickened and softened into a pleas
ant gousip, as the speed grew, and the
way was s0 smooth for the wheels
that they seemed to be spinning on
ralls of velvet. /

THE END.

CARIBOU IS FASTEST RUNNER

Maine Woodesman Tells eof Seeing

Herd of Four.

In Maine it Is coantended that the
caribou can outrun any other animal.
According to the testimomy of one

woodsman, caribou left behind a grey-
hound that had been matched against
them.

A gulde succeeded In starting the
dog after spome carlboun—a herd of
four standing llke statues on the lce of
one of the blg ponds In the region
along the west branch of the Feaob-
acol.

Now, the caribou troils, instead of
ronning, llke most other wild animals.
In the preseni case there bad becn a
plentiful fall of spow, a rain which
had formed a thick crost, and then an-
other fall of smow, all of which conat)
toted the very finest surface whereon
o bold a race of this deacription
When (he greyhound was joosed s
owner confldently expected that N
would outrum the earibou.

When the caribou woke up and hit
ibelr pace L was a sightl to ses Lhem,
They did not appear to be proceeding
with much speed, bul as the hound
drew ap om them they increased their
pace. The hound was doing his very
best. but made no headway against
the caribou at all. The dog stuck to i
with courage, but before It was balf

I way acrosa (he pond the carfbou had

reached the other slde and disappear-
od In the woods.

CANNOT ENDURE THE PIAND

Chinese Bervant Gives Meotice When

Employer's Daughter Gets Old
Enough to Practice.

The fascination of an untrammeled
life in New York had lured other Chi
nese servania away from wegtearn fam-
illes who had migrated with their rei-
inve to New York, but John of the
banker's family had remained falthful
through two years of metropolitan
temptatione,

At last he gave notice and refused
to tall why. Fioally the manager of
an emplnyment agency offered a solo
tion of John's defection.

me ™

Marjorie and Mrs. Temple had been
telling him the story of the prolonged
elopement, and he was eager to atone
for his own deceptiom, by puiting an
end to their misery,

“Just wait one Thoment.,” he sald,
and as a final proof of afMection, he
unbuitomed his collar and put it on
backwards. Mrs. Temple brought out
the discarded bib, and he donned it
meeakly, The transformation ex-
plained many a mystery the old man
had enmeshed himself in

Even at be made ready for the
ecsremony, the conductor appeared,
looked him over, grinned, and reached
for the bell-cord, with a cheerful: “All
aboard!”

Mallory had a sort of superstitions
dread, not entirely unfounded on ex-
perience, that If the train got under
way again, it would rum into some
new obstacle to his marriage. He
tarned to the conductor:

“Say, old man, just hold the train
till after my wedding, won't you?"
It waa mnot mueh to ask in return
for his services, but the conductor
waa tired of being second iIn com-
mand. He growled:

“Not a minute. We're "way behind
time.”

“You might waft till I'm married,”
Mallory pleaded.

“Not om your Hfe!™ the conduetor
answered, and he pulled the bell-rope
twice; in the distance, the whistle an-
swered twice.

Mallory’s temper flared again. He

Dr. Temple laughed and ml

eried: “This train doesn’t go another
#tep till I'm married!™ He reached

“It i= becamse your lltle girl has
got big emough to practice on the
plano,” he sald. “Johm ecant stand
that.

“A Chinaman hates a plano. It
takes a gonod deal to upset Chinese
nerves, but a plano is capable of com-
plating the job most effectually. Here
tofore there haa beem but Hitle plano
plariag In your house; now that there
ia a proapeect of several hours of prac-
tles every day John clears out

“We bave that trouble with many
Chinese servants. There are pleaty
of western famflles In New York who
wounld ke Chiness help, but as soon
as an otherwise willing servant learns
that there is a plano in the house he
declines the job."

Thomas® Method,

Theodore Thomas was onece asked
how he managed to Impart such vital
ity and lightneas to his orchestra’s
playing of the Strauss waltzea His
anawer was: “Have you ever noticed
that | always beat the frst stroke of
the thythm np instead of down? Yom
eannot put the life and continuous mo-
tion of the dance into a plece of musie
if you knock the poor tume down at
the beginning of every measurs.”

New York’s Seal,

The figures on the seal of the city
of New TYork refer to the trades In
which the early settlers engaged. The
beavers were nsed as early as 1845,
for the trade In beaver skina was an
fmportant fedostry from the eolony’s
beginning. In 1688 the flour trade had
become important also, so the
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Arose From Wildernsss the Bpan-
larde Were Living on This
Gam of the Indies,

San Juan, Porto Rico.—Qualnt
plcturesque and heavy with the
mance of four centuries as &
aton of the superstitipus and
Spaniard is Porto Rico, to which
ward M. Baipter, principal of the C
tral high school of this city, goes
month as commissioner of education
As the reader Is aware. Porto Rieop
camé a colony of the United States
the end of the Spanish-American war,
and a wonderful development has tak-
on place in the tropleal island the 14
years since.

Porto Rico had been settled a cen-
tury by Europeans before James-
town was founded or the Dutch sall-
od up the Hudson river. The second
century bad begun before the Pl
grim fathers waded from the Mayflow-
er to the dry Massachusetts shores.
Closely assoclated with its early his-
tory are the names of Juan Ponce de
Leon, Nicholas de Ouando, Diego, Co-
lumbus, Drake, Hawkins, Lord Cum-
berland, Balazar, Sotomayer and oth-
ers whose struggles with the rebel-
ous Indians, marauding Caribs, pl-
rates and buccaneers In thelr attacks
on the primitive eity of Ban Juan and
other more defenseless setilements
furnish a story replete with ad
venture, warfare and romance.
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Lusuriast Vegetation in Porte Rice.
dark tinted palma, the soft colors of
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