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" 'JOAD 1S GARDENER'S FRIEND |

Nearly Every Element of Its Food I8
Made Up of Insects Which Are
Pests In the Flelds.

The common toad has been the sub-
ject of ridicule, contempt and super-
stition for centuries past. Nature has
dented beauty and attractiveness (o
this little creature. To many people
it 18 more repulsive than ite relatives,
the reptiles. We should learn to pro-

(%
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The Garden Toad.

tect the toad and respect him for the
he does to us all. Some observ-

rdeners have said that a toad
worth $10 In a garden. The
the matter s that practically
e toad’'s diet s of animal or
Nearly every element of its
is made up of insects which are

in flelds and gardens.
We have heard much of the value of
bitds and of the necessity of protect-
it s time we began O
care for the toad, as well, for thelr
capacity for insect meat is truly aston-
writes F. B. Swingle In the
Northwestern Agriculturist. Examina-
tion of 149 toads’ stomachs proved
that 98 per cent. of their food was ol
the sort Indicated above. Cutworms,
ants, bugs and beetles, spiders, pota-
to bugs, thousand-legged worms, wee-
vils, tent caterpillars and grasshop-
pegs were ealen by thousands. Wire
worms and army worms, crickets and
encumber bugs, rose bugs and plum
curculic were relished just as well
The gypsy moth, the cabbage moth
sod grape caterpillars constitute his
favorite food in certain localities. And
it is remarkable what storage capacity
is sxhibited by the toad. In one stom-
ach 77 thousand-legged worms werne
found; in another 37 temt caterpillars;
in ope 85 gypay moth, and in another
8 army worms. Of course it would
be difficult to determine the number
of Insects that a toad at liberty would
consume In an entire season. It Is
sufficient to know that they are well

worth protecting.
SHARPENS THE LAWN MOWER

Penneylvania Man Invents Apparatus
for Revolving Blades Against Wall
of Abrading Material.

Heretofore the customary way to
sharpen a lawn mower was to take a
whetstone and rub It back and forth
along the bladea. A Pennsylvania man
heas invented am apparatus for sharp-
ening mowers leh should prove
Jesa troublesome and quite as effec-
tive. A base has standards to re
celve the ghaft of the rotary biade of
a lawn mower and a cogged Wwheel,
with a handle, to engage the wheel
on the shaft and turn the latter. An
inelined wall of abrading material Is
arranged so that it can be fixed to
meet the revolving biades, and as they
pass over ita rough surface they :.rmi

. handy.
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Many Farmere Neglect to
Manure and Spend r Money
for Commorclal Fertllizer.

(By W. H. KELSEY.)

In spite of all that has been writ-
ten telling of the vAlye of stable
manure there are many farmers who
still neglect to care for this valuable
by-prpduct of the farm and spend

their money for commercial fertilizer..

{ do vot wish to discourage the use
of commercial fertilizer, but it should
never be ueed until the stable manure
is first taken care of and applied to
the soil, if there 18 not sufficient
manure to meet the demands of the
farm crops the deficlency should be
supplied by using commercial fertil-
izer,

It {8 rather difficult to estimate the
value of stable manure In dollars and
cents as commercial fertillzers are
valued, since the stable manure adds
much valuable humus to the soll as
well as direct plant food and the com-
mercial fertilizer is valued for the
direct plant food alone.

Dr. Alkman says that the humus Of
the stable manure is worth quite as
much to the soll as the direct plant
food. Valuing the phosphoric acid at
five cenis per pound, the potash at
five cents per pound and the nitrogen
at 16 cents per pound a falr average
value of the stable manure mAay be
estimated as follows:

10 pounds nitrogen at 16 cents. .§1.60

10 pounds potash at b cents..... by

8 pounds phosphoric acid at b
“nm Ifl'illiii‘lll"llil"!llf!‘ Hﬁ'

i

$2.46

Then if we add the wvalue of the
humus, commisaion charged by agents
and frelght on commercial fertilizers
we may still be conservative when we
double the commercial value of the
manure and
cared for stable manure worth 3450
to the [arm.

Its value ls not appreclated because
ft s a by-product and because farm-
ers have fallen into the habit of Deg-
lecting to propedy oare for the man-
ure and apply it judiclously.

The manure when allowed to ac
cumulate about the stables 1s in the
way and is a repulsive, bad-smelling
product, but when drawn to the fleld
and distributed over the soll by means
ol spreaders it is oul of the way and
is also preparing the soll to grow &

mrge crop.

PRACTICAL HOME-MADE ANVIL

Handy Farm Implament Can Be Con-

structed Out of 4Foot Plece of
Old Ralircad Ilron,

This anvil can be coustructed from
a four-foot plece of rallroad lron on
a trestle. as shown In the illastration,

Home-Made Anvil,

says the Practical Farmer. This will
stand heavy pounding, and comes In
The rall ia just the right
shape to make an anvil Take oak or
sny hard wood for the legs. '

Ashea for Onlons,
Ashes are good for the omiom bed,

an they Aara for most vegetablea, M

properly used, possibly being better
for the grape vines and strawberries,

as these plants require large amounts
of potash.

Mew Ground for Gardens.
Many persons never change the loca-
tlon of the garden, but it is & good
practice 10 use Dew ground at least
every three years.

GARDEN and
FarM NOTES

Manure haalilng = in eeason any
month of the year.

A stone silo, i properly bufit, will
glve good satisfaction.

The bad road tax is the heaviest
tax the farmer has to mest. t

Sofl Improvement clubs are being
extensively organized these days.

Peas, beans and onlons were first
known in Egypt many centuries Ago.

PBuy chicken wire to use in the gar
den Instead of stakes wherever pos-
sible.

The silo helps solve the problem of
making & profit from $100 an acre

count a ton of well-
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RHODE ISLAND REDS IN LEAD

Hens Owned by Pennsylvania Poultry
Ralser Ahead of Eastern Egg-
Laying Contest.

The egg-laylng contest at the Con-
necticut Agricultural college, with its
500 pullets from 19 states of the
Union, England and Canada, repre-
genting 12 distinct breeds and 23 va-
rietles, attracted considerable atten-

Rhode lsland Red Hen.

tion at the Connectleut ultry as-
soclation meeting held at Hartford re-
cently, as some of the speakers had
birde entered in the contest.
Followlng 18 the report of the lead-
ing hens for the twellfth week of the
contest:
John A. Fretchery of Harrisburg,
Pa., single comb Rhode Island Reds,
eggs;: Howard Steele of Philade)-
phla, Pa., single comb Rhode Island
Reds, 23 eggs, Top Notch farm; Wal-
ter Mills of Long Island, barred Fly-
mouth Rocks, 21 eggs; C. 8. Scovlilie
of East Haven, siogle comb Hhode Is-
land Reds, 23 eggs, T per cent, Notch
farm: Walter Hills of Long Is
jand, N. Y., barred Plymouth
Rocks, 21 eggs; C. 8. Scoville of KFast
Haven Couon., rose comb Rhode Island
Reds, 20 egge; Woodside Poullry
(arm. Philadelphla, Pa., white Wyan-
dottes. 18 egge; Arnold Francls of
Oak, Pa., single comb Rhode Island
Reds, 18 eggs;: F. O, Yost of Sayre,
Pa. single comb White Leghorns, 18

CEER.

ELECTRIC INCUBATOR IS BIG

Machine Bulit for New Oriecans Poul-
try Ralser Has Capacity of 8,000

Egge—How Worked.

One of the largest electiric ipcuba-
'ors In use anywhere In the world was
bullt for a poultry ralser In New
Orleans. It la 40 feet long by 6 feet
wide, and contalna 40 compartments,
sach baving a capacity of 1560 eggs,
says the Popular Mechanica, Each
sompartment can be separately coo-

trolled, so that any one, or all of the
compartments, can be operated, ac-
cording to the number of egga to be
hatehad., The controlling thermo
stats used do not completely break the
heater circuilt, but introdoce the com-
paratively high resistance of a small
slectric lamp when opem, thus avoid-
Ing sparking at the contacts,
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Nothimg llke a few warm days to.

coax the hens to Iay,

Don’t let your breeders get too fat
or you will be sorry for it

Young ducka should always have
plenty of water and shade and grit.

Green cut bone and meat foods are
the worms and bugs in the winter ra-

tion.
No condition powder on the market

|1s as good as wholesome food and

plenty of exercise,

Turkay gobblers should be mated
with the hens as early as possible,
certainly by the first of April

The best layers are those fowls that
have beenm bred particuiarly with A
view to Increased egg production.

Inbreeding soon lowera the vitality
of A flock. That is why wa should get
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POULTRY HOUSE FOR FARMER

Expensive and Elaborate Structure Is
Not Necessary, but Dry, Well
Ventilated One la.

(By J. W. GRIFFIN.)

The sige of our home poultry-bulld-
ing is 16x40 feet, 6 feet at the front
eave, and 7 at the rear eave, and 8
feet at the comb., The floor ghould
be the natural earth if the house is
located on a well drained place. It
not, there should, of course, be a plank
floor.

¥or the convenience of the keeper,
the building should be divided into
three rooms in the front part; the
hallway at the rear should run the
entire length of the building. The
hallway 18 4 feet wide; this will leave
the three rooms 12x13 feet.

The partitions between these rooms
should be made solld two and one-
half feet high, The rest of the parti-
tion can be of poultry-wire netting.

The upper part of the partition be-
tween the hallway and the rooms I8
made of wire netting. In the hallway
we keep the supply of food for the
poultry, and a few barrels of road-
dust that we gather up during a dry
time in the summer, This la for the
dust-boxes during the winter, when
the bens should not be out on the
cold ground,

The waterlng and feeding troughs
are et along the slatted partition,
just inside the hallway; the chickens
reach through between the slats lor
their food and water.

The nests are placed on a platform
just above the slatted part of the par-
tition, and the dropping-board is

Hallway In Pouitry House.

placed on the nest-boxes, and the
porfhes on the dropping-bosrds.

The platform for the pestis, the
dropping-boards, and the perches are
put In In divisions, three of 13 foet
each. This facilitates the cleaning as
all of the Interior arrangements are
removed at housecleaning-time, which
is twice a year—apring and fall.

This is the general cleaning time;
the pens are cleaned each woeek, and
the dropping-boards each day. The
manure saved by cleaning the drop
ping-boarda each day from a hundred
hens pays handsomely, not orly In the
valpe of the manure, but in keeping
the hovse cleanly, The boxea are
each one complete within iself

The openings of the curtained win-
dows are covered with poultry netiing.
The house ls made perfectly tight
except the curtained windows. There
s a ventilator In each end at the gable
for summer venfllation.

The floors of the pens should be
covered with cut straw, or better still,
dry leaves gathered in the fall and
stored away to be used through the
winter,

The grain food when scattered In
these leaves or straw gives the fowls

the mueh needed exercise. The dry
mash-feeds and meat-scraps, etoe.,, are
fed in the troughs.

The interior should be thoroughly
aprayed with lime-andsulphur solu
tion. Use equal parts of lime and sul-
phur in making the whitewash and
you will not be troubled with lice,
chiggers or mites that trouble the

pouliry.

Corrective for Overeating.

Chalrcoal Is an excellent corrective
of the evils of injudicious overfeed-
ing, amd 18 also a good remedy In
bowel disorders in poultry. Having
wonderful absorbent powers, especial-
ly for gases, only a small quanity
should be put into the feed hoppers
at & time on account of its absorptive
nature.

It should be kept In & thoroughly
d&ry vespel with a closefitting cover,
so as to exclude the air. If charcoal
s heated well befors given to the
pouity, it will have & temdemcy 0
drive off the impurities which may
have become absorbed, and it will be
equal to fresh charcoal.

e

Keep OFf the Grass,

Little chickens should be kept off
the grass as much as possible, when
it is wet with dew. The hen shopld
be well fed and watered, so that she
may rest content In the coop; them i
tte Httle ones range far enmough om
thalr own acoount to get damp, they
have a dry mother to retura to and
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Ladies’, Men's and Children’s

You can buy grits from 75¢ to 93¢ per
that contains Tﬂ you pay from $1.80 to $2.00 per
me a trial and

Grove. | can quote
order too sgpallor too large to fill.
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For the special accommodation of
aumerous band of commuters, the

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

- OF DOWNERS GROVE

Is now open at 8 A. M. every business day and
between 6 and 8 Saturday evenings.

It is convenient to kecp your savings account with
your home bank. If desired, arrangements can be
made so that any member of the family may make
withdrawals or deposits.

‘Three per cent interest 1§ computed from the first
of the month on all savings deposited on or before

the 10th.
Safety Deposit Boxes at $2 per Annum,

J. Warsen Rogers, President Ralph N. Ballou, Vice-President
Samuel Curtiss, Cashier

DIRECTORS
W. S, Greene

Ralph N. Ballou
L W. Hughes
2 er

M. C. Conners
Samuel Curtiss

Mertz & Mochel

'HARDWARE
COAL and FEED

Poultry and Field Fencing
Paints. Oils, Brushes, Etc.

GOLD MEDAL FLOUR

36 South Ma:in Street

TELEPHONE 29

" '_'-'_‘h_-ﬂ—"d'ﬂ"iﬂ' Sial

The North e Shoe-Store || - 3

CHAS. L. JOHNSON, Proprietor

||
i y .

Shoes and Rubbers

Repairing Neatly Done at Reasonable Prices!
44 FOREST AVENUE

Qe

GEO. R. WILLARD

Phone 90) | 114 S. Main St
FOR POULTRY FOOD

I am m!lirz the “True Blue Poultry Food” manufactured
by Hartman & Willard, Naperville, g True Blue Pood is
made from sound, sweet, clean grain recleaned and sidted Iree
from dust and dirt, and remem this feed contains no grit,
100 Ibs., and when you buy Poultry food
100 1bs. for the grits. Give

will prove to you I am selling the best Poultry food in Downers
prices by the 100 Ibs, or ton. Wholesale or retail. No
&ntit y, weight and satisfaction guaranteed.

EXPECTING
SOMETHING?

W

Make the children
comfortable. Just re-
ceived a good selection
of children’s low one
and two strap button

shoes, all sizes, also a full line of children’s barefoot
Sandals, good selection. Prices right.

Special Men’s Balbriggan underwear 65 cts. to $1.00
per suit.

Headquarters for Garden
sced, package or bulk.

B. E. KEHLER

DEALER IN

General Dry Goods and Groceries
' southwest Corner of Main and Curtiss Sts: 4
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