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CHAPTER XVIIL

The Way of a Maid.
The Halfway House was an oasis in
the desert. Today it was an oasis
and a battle ground. Franklin watched
Mary Ellen as she passed quietly
bout the long, low room, engaged in

. household duties which she performed

deftly as any servant. He compared
rude mecessities with the asso-
amid which he knew this girl
been nurtured, and the thought
gave him nothing but dissatisfaction
and rebelllon. Presently he rose, and
excusing himself, went out to join
Buford at the corral
“Come,” sald the latter, “and I'l
show you around over our lmprove-
ments while we are walitin’' for a bite
to eat. If ever this land comes to be
worth anything at all, we ought to
grow into something worth whiles
“Yes,” sald Franklin. “it will make
you rich,” and as they walked about
he pointed out with Western enthusl-
asm the merits of the country.
The “bite to eat” was in time duly

Lagy appeared at the kitchem door,
ber fat cheeks distended, blowing a

The long table was spread ia the
of general assembly, this
beilng, as has been mentioned,
from the earth, so that, as
table, their heads were
nearly level with the surface
the ground. The short side walls,
topped with a heavy earthem roof,
wde of this sort of abode a domicile

and clumay enough, but one not
in & coertaln comfort. In the
ter It was naturally warm, aod ia
summer it was ocool, the alr,
at either end by the gable of
the room, passing through and afford-
ing freshmess to tho somewhat cellar
like interdor. Cut off from Lhe maln
were (hree smcller rooms, In-
cluding the kitchenm, from which Aunt
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the return home her face
had lost its pink. One of the mys-
revulsions of femininity bhad
Suddenly, 1t seemed to her,
caught herself upon the brimk
disaster. This tall and manly man,
she must not yield to this impulse to
listen to him' She must not suc-
cumb to this wild temptation to put
her head upon a broad shoulder and
to Jet it lie there while she wept and
rested. To her the temptation meant
s personal shame. She resisted it with
all her strength. The struggle lelt
her pale and very calm. At last the
way of duty was clear. This day
should settle it once for all. There
must be no renewal of this man’s suit.
He must go.

It was Mary Ellen's wish to be
driven quickly to the house, but she
reckoned without the man. With a
sudden erunching of the wheels the
bugey turned and spun swiftly on,
headed directly away from home. “I'll
just take you a turn around the hilL"
sald Franklin, “and thea we'll go In."

“It lsm‘t the way home,” sald Mary
Ellen.

“I can't help 11.,” smald Fraaklin,
“You are my prisoner. | am gaing to
take you—to the end of the world.”

“It's very moble of you to take me
this way!” sald the girl with score.
“What will my people Lthink™"

“Laot them think'!"” exclalmoed Frank-
lin desperately. “it's my only chance,
[ can't do without you' It's right for
us both. You deserve a betler life
than this. You, a Beauchamp, of the
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As though this were Tidewater again.

boards. and along It stood long
benches Instead of chalrs.

“You will oblige me, captain,” sald
Puford as they rose from the table, “If
you will be so good as to drive Miss
Beanchamp over to the claim shanty
after & while.”

Franklin assented to thia proposi
tlon with such eagernesas that bhe
blushed as he saw how evident bad
been his plemsure at this opportunity
tor & moment's speech alone with the
girl who sat so near but yet so unap-
proachable. “1Tl be delighted,”™ sald
he

Mary Ellen said pothing. The pink
gpot in her cheek was plainly deeper.
{t did not lessen as she stood wateh-
jag the struggle the two men had In
again hitching to the buggy the wild
black horse. Seiging the iug with
ovle hacd and the singletree with the
other, Franklin fairly swept the ob-
durate beast off ita balance as he
forced it to its place at the pole. His
strength was apparent.

«Are you afraid to ride behind that
porse!” asked he.

=1 don't think s0,” she replied sim-
ply, and ber uncle helped her In, while

Franklin steadled the team. Yet how
Franklin hated the wild black horse
now! All the way across the prairie

daring the short drive to the shanty |

the beast gave him plenty to do to
keep it inside the harness, and he
had no time for a single word. The
girl sat silent at lis side, looking
straight ahead. At the shanty he
helped her down. Ignorant, he saw
sot the tale of a bosom heaving, nor
read correctly the story of the pink
in the cheek. He belleved rather the
import of a face turned away, and of
features set In a mask of repose.
There had as yet been no word.

The claim shanty was Indeed iIn
gome need of repair. One cormer of
the roof had fallen in, carrying with it
a portion of the sod wall that made
the inclosure, and spilling a quantity
of earth In the bed customarily occu-
pled by Aunt Luey when she “resided”
here in company with her mistress In
their innocent process of acquiring
one hundred and sixty acres of land
aplece by means of a douole dwelling
place.

In order to make the needed repairs
to the roof, it was necessary to lay
up agaln & part of the broken wall,
then to Wolst the fallen rafters imto
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old Virginia Beanchamps goesd God!

It breaks my heart!”

“You have answered yourself, nir”
sald Mary FEllen, her voice not steady
as she wished. “1 live ont here om
the prairies, far from home, buat | am
a Peanchamp from old Virginia.”

“And them?"

“And the Beanchamps kept their
promises, women and men—they al
ways kopt them., They alwaya will.”

“l1 know.” sald Franklin gently. “I1
wounld rely on your word forever. |
would risk my life and my honor im
your hands. [ wounld believe In yom
all my life. Can't yon do as mueh for
me? There is no stain on my name.
I will love yom till the end of the
world. Child—yon don't know ot

“Ah, you have your answer! Now,
listen to me, Mr. Franklin., 1 shall
keep my promise as a Beauchamp
shounld—as a Beauchamp shall. [ have
told yom long ago what that promise
was. | promised to love, to marry
him—Mr. Henry Fairfax—years ago.
I promised never to love any ome else
g0 long as [ lived. He—he's keeping
his promise now-—back there—in old
Virginia, now. How would [ be keep
ing m'ne—how am | keeping mine,
now, even listening to you so long?
Take me back; take me home. I'm
going to—going to keep my promise,
sir! I'm going to keep it!”

Franklin sat cold and dumb at this,
all the world seeming to him to have
gone quite blank. He counld not at
first grasp this sentence in Its full
effect, It meant =0 much to him. Yet,
after hia fashion, he fought mute,
struggling for some time before he
dared trust his wvoice or his emotions.

“Very well” he said. “I'll not crawl
—mnot for any woman on earth! [It's
over. I'm sgorry. Dear little woman,
| wanted to be your friend. I wanted
to take care of you, 1 wanted to love
you and to see if I counldn't make A
futare for us both.”

“My future s dome. Leave
Find some one else to love,”

“Yon were the only one™ gsaid
Franklin slowly, “and you always will
be the only one. QGood-bye.”

It seemed to him he heard a breath,
a whisper, a goft word that sald “good-
bye.” It had a tenderneas that set a
lamp In his throat, but it was fol
lowed almcit at onee with a ealmer

commonplace. “We must go back,”

me,

the best possible way.
cut of the whip he drove the attached
horse down upon the one that was
half free, and started the two off at
a wild race down the steep coulee,
into what seemed sheer blackness and
immediate disaster. In some way,
stumbling and bounding and lurching,
both horses and vehicle kept upright
all the way down the steep descent, &
thing which to Franklin later seemed
fairly miraculous. At the very foot
of the pitch the black horse fell, the
buggy running full over him as he lay
lashing out. From this confusion, In
some way never quite plain to him-
gelf, Franklin ecaught the girl out in
his arms, and the next moment was
at the head of the struggling horses.
And so good had beem his training
at such matters that it was not w'th-
out method that he proceeded to quiet
the team and to set again in partial
order the wreck that had been cre-
ated in the gear. In time he had the
team again in harness, and at the
bottom of the coulee, where the
ground wsloped easlly down into the
open valley, whence they might
emcrge at the lower level of the
prairie round about. He led the team
for a distance down this Soor of the
coulee, until he could sce the betier
going In the lmproving light which
greeled them as they eame out from
the gullylike defile. He did nol like
o admit to his companion how great
becn the actual danger jast o
curred, though fortunately eseaped.
Franklin was humillated and ashamed,
a8 & man always Is over an aocldeat
“Ohb, It's no good maying I'm sorry,”
hea broke out al last. “IL was my
fault, lJetliag you ride behind that
brute. Thank God, you're pot hurtl
I'm always doing some uvnloriaoals,
ignoble thing "
“It wasa't Ilgnoble,” sald the girl,
and agals he felt hor hand upon bhis

“It was grand. You weant
stralght, and you brought ws through.
I'm not hurt. | was frightened, but |
am not hurt.”

“You've plunck,” nald Franklin. Then,
soorning to urge aanything Terther of
his stit at this time of her disadvan
tage, though focling a sirange new
senne of nearncss (o her, now that
they bad scem thia distress in com-
mon, ha drove home rapkdly as he
might through the gathering dusk,
anxloua now only for her comfort. Al

| the bouso he lifted her from the bup
| EY.

and as he did so kissed her
ceheek. “Dear little woman.,” he whin
pered, “good-bye.” Again he doubled
whether he had heard or not the soft
whisper of a faint “Cood bye!”
“Fut yom must come in,~ she aald.
“No, | must go. Make my excusesa™

he paid. "Doodbye!”™ The horses
sprang aharply forward. le was
gEORe,

In her own little room Mary Ellea
sat, her {ace where it might have been
reen in profile had there been a light
or had the distant driver looked round
to see. Alary Ellen listened —listened
wantll ahe eould hear hoof and wheel
po more. Then ahe cast hersell upon
the bed, face downward, and lay mo-
tionless and silent. Upon the little
dresser lay a faded photograph, fallem
forward also nwpon ita face, lying un-
noticed and apparently forgot

(To be continued.)
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WAY TO ACQUIRE ELOQUENCE.
Former Governor Black Did It Trp
ing to Sell Sewing Machines.
Ex-Governor Frank 8. Black hecame
governor of New York through his
eloquence. When he took the gaval
as temporary chairman of the repub
lican state comvention of 1896 his
name had not even been suggested
for the nomination. After his open-
ing speech, however, the whisper
went aronnd among the delagates,
“What's the matter with Black for
governor?’ The following day the
regular candidates were dropped and
Mr. Black was nominated. After the
convention Mr. Bilack told some
frlends how he acquired his elo-

quence.

“When 1 was a young man,” he said,
“l went down from Troy to New Eng-
land to make my fortune. [ soomn
found that fortune was not running
after me, and, when my fands ran
low, 1 took the omnly job In sight—
that of agent for a sewing machine.

tricts selling machines, and in that
way bullt up whatever eloquence 1
posseas. You have no idea how hard
it was to sell 2 machine In the back-
woods in those days Some of the
farmera thought they were [nven
tiona of the devil, while others re
garded them as swindling devices.
Holding a convention spellbound is #
cineh compared to the difficalty 1 had
in convincing a farmer that a sewing
machine was a good thing.”"—Succesa.

Distilled Spirits.
The spirits distilled in the United
States for the fiscal year amounted to
141,000,000 zallons; an increase of 13,

000,000 gallons over the previons year,

sald Mary Ellen. “It ia growing | although the number of distilleries &b
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INTELLIGENCE OF THE DONKEY

Two of the Brutes Bave Life of Hores
by Thelr Sagacity.

“You may talk about the intelll-
gence of horses and dogs as much as
you lke, and I will agres with you
every time, but I take my hat off to
a pair of donkeys which I own,” sald
C. F. Lathe of Lathe's island. “Right
here | want to say that the donkey
is much more intelligent than most
people imagine. One night I was sit-
ting in the house after supper, when
the two donkeys out in the barn be-
gan to bray and kept it up incessantly
until I knew that something was
wrong. | went out to the barn and
looked around, finding that old Bob,
one of the horses, was not in his stall.
I asked the men about it, and they
sald that he had not come up from
the pasture. Then I called the horse,
but could get no answer to tell me
where to look for him, but the don-
keys kept on braying, and I knew that
the horse was in trouble. I wanted
to find out what had happened, of
course, but I was also anxious to put
a stop to that unearthly nolse. Final-
ly, In desperation, I let the donkeys
out of the barn, and, llke a flash, they
disappeared in the darkness. | couldn’t
begin to keep up with them, but thelr
voices gulded me to where old Bob
was lying flat on his back in a gully,
which was partly flled with water,
His four feet were sticking stralght

| up in the alr, but he managed o keep
| his wose above the shallow water. We

got him to his feet and you never saw

| animals more tickled than those two

donkeys were. They [airly danced
with joy and capered back to the
barn, one on each side of the bhorse
which owed his life to them. You
needn't belleve the story If you doa’t
want to. In fact, | don't expect you
will, but It is & fact just Lthe same.”

Hunter s Accidentally Killed.

Wilbon Allen of Cordova mel a
shocking death while oot husting. He
and his companion, George Cool,
stopped (o rest for & moment, laylng
thelr guns on the grousnd. When they
wore ready (o start agala Cool pleked
up the shotgun to band to hian com-
panion. Tho trigger caught In Lhe
grass and discharged the whole load
into Allen’s hoad.

Police Matron Gets Ducking.

Police Matroan Mra. Demulh of Al
ton was given a surprise when a younyg
prisoner dumpod & bucketful of cold
waler over her head, The prisoner
was washing windows and ssked the
policeo matron to assist him In getling
the bmcket of water up o whore ho
waid slanding. The overturning of the
waler I gald 1o have been Intentlonal

Canceala City Warrania

City Comptroller Thoralon has re

ported to the Alton city council that

an agpregale of §14.26656 I ity war. |

raniz la In his poascasion unclalmed,
The council has anthorized him to
cancel them. The unclalmed warrants
were drawn (o pay the New Eagland
walerwotke company for fAre prolec
tion up to A year Agn
Pays Sweetheart's Fine,

tizzie Chrisnell and Monroe Clay,
enlored. were married In East St
Lomia, following the discharge of the
(hrisnell woman from the jail. Clay
came from Cincinnatl, Ohio, to marry
the woman. On arriving in Belleville
he pald Sherif Thompson $37. the
amount of the Chrisnell woman's fine

“remalning nnpald
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School Board Is Economical.

The annnal statement of directors
of the Alia Sita schonls showed that
the board had reduced tae taxes for
the snpport of (he schoola of the dis-
trict for the year. A motion prevalled
to rent the colored Baptist charch for
the eolored school children of the dis-
trict. the regnlar school having been
blown down.

Wina W. C. T. U. Prize,

The Women's Christian temperance
union of Saline counily closed its an-
nual 'nstitute at Harrisburg with an
oratorical contest in which seven comn-
testants took part. Miss Mary Mc-
Qehle of Harriesburg was awarded the
prize, a beantifal gold medal,

Knighta to Enter Drill.

U. 8. Grant company, No. 24, nni-
form rank., Knights of Pythias of Mat-
toon, has decided to enier the compe-
ftive drills at the national conclave,

Wrong Use of Union Cards.
Union lahor men have requested the
poliee to stop beggars Iimposing on
charitable people In Alton by ddsplay-
ing union cards.

Miner Is Injured.
Frod Relechert, a coal miner, was
canght under a fall of stone and slate
in a mine at Belleville and sustained

seriouns Injuries.

Dies in South Africa.

News has just been received that
Harry R. Stive, brother of J. D,
Stive of Decatur, was killed recently
in Bouth Africa, while serving as a
British soldier. Deceased served In
the Spanish-American war as a rough
rider, but soon after being mustered
out joined the British navy smd died
as & member of Bethune’'s mounted

ing Lord Kitcaener's Jife, and was
awarded a medal of honor, which will

* 1 '1 a8 b
. g A 5= 1P Fa alo)
5 - S ',.- P -

,ﬁ'g; e e

.I.% (1 I.-.I-

iy, - . Wy i e B NS, R . G et o v | L - s, - Bl oS R L e SLE SR, e e
- T L i L 3 ol

e #

0y
;.
ol

¥

[ L
L 1k }
l.rla. |'_:|"1.'-:El_ E, b . i
' P i !
= ."Ji-" P J far 4y : ]
5 T i .ILFI'Z_ i oy o, '-_.. s 1 £q S
e 5
X ol

PRy
R b ated

.II.}J'I i [y T T
it T T

E At o - e At SRS N E L L
) ... !‘a-\.ﬂi?..ll\. !
A el o A A 5, %

I AR R Ak -, o tu ﬂ"ﬁ- -' J

ILLINOIS NEW.S

FEAR THAT WATERS WILL RISE

Residents of 8t. Clair County Are
Alarmed About Garden Creps.
The residents of the western portion
of &t. Clalr connty from the bluffs to
*he Missisaippl river are greatly alarm-
ed for fear the lakes In that section
will overflow and destroy the early
garden crops fn Cahokia commons. No
fear 1s expressed because of the pres-
ent stage of water In the river, but
the landowners declare that they are
afrald the lakes will rise higher be-
causeé the drainage commissloners
iailed to levy a drainage tax sufficient
to open the old canal at the proper
time so as to allow the water to es-
cape. The old board of commission-
ers consisted of Charles Goedde, Cles-
tine Ettienne 23508/9( miwy fwyp fw
tine Ettlenne and Amand Roustlo,
These gentlemen claim that they did
not have suffclent funds to do the
work or they would have opened the

cana! from one end to the other.

TEACHERS' PRESIDENT.

J. K. Stableton, who was the cholce
of the Central Illinols Teachers' asso-
ciation for president at the Danville
convention, Is one of the most pro-
gressive educators In the state and Is
A leading member of the
Schoolmasters’ club. ;h has been for

il
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ihreo yoars wuperiniendent of (the
schools of Woomington and has been
given a handsome Incroase In salary

oach year. He beld a three-year po-
nition of the samo kind with the
Charleston, 111, schools and previous

o that time taught in Nobhraska, He
is & Harvard graduaale
Teachars' Btrike la Dettled.

The sirike of the achool teachers of
Carterville, who weat out om a strike
becanse the board of education had
dischargrd one of the corpa for inflict
ing too severe punishment on one of
the puplla, has been amicably setlled
and the schonls have been reopened,
On the reassembling of the school
Prof. W. J. Torser, who haa peen s
perintendent for many years, f(en
dered his resignation, to take effect
immediately. No tanse (& given for
the act, but it i presumed the setile
ment of the strike forced his retire

i

Leiter in Trouble With Miners.

A eerious condition confronta the
operatlons of Joe Lelter at the new
town of Zeigler owing to the refasal
of the wnlon miners to longer work.
At the opening of his plant, which Is
being developed into one of the largest
ecollieries in pouthern [ilinois, Leiter
refused to recognlze the varfous
unione, and when the ecoal began to
be mined he refused to collect the

"duea for the miners’ anion, as s done

in every coal shaft but ome other In
Miinols. A struggle will be made to
unionize his shaft, and serions trouble

la expected,

—

Barbers Wil Mot Ralse Prices.

The Altom barhers’ union has passed
4 law putting a penaity of $10 wpon
any member wito dares to broach
the sabject .of ralsing the prices
from 10 to 15 centa for & shave and
from 25 to 15 cents for a haireut. The
que tlon has been under discussion for
some time and was voted upon at a
tecent meeting, the proposition to
make the Increase being defeated by
a nearly unanimous vote. Then a
resolntion was offered and adopted Im-
posing the fine, Some of the barbers
say that the measure is a violation of
their constitntional rights.

feeking Her Half-Brother.

Mre. Dollle Deckert of East 8t
T.onis
brother, Henry Howard, from whom
she was separated when they were
qnite young. She belleves that he was
adopted by a family by the name of
Knight.

Farmers' Institute.

The committee for the Farmers' in-
atitute of the twentleth congressional
digtrict has set November 164, 11 and
12 as the dates for the Calhoun coun-
ty Farmers’' institote. The congres
sional distriet institute will be beld
at Hardin at the same time,

Lightaing struek a tr
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is anxious to find her haif- |

of Hernian Stirftz at No

book Mr. Finney handed Clari
bill, with the statement thst
pers in the wallet were very vi
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STATE SUNDAY SCHOOL WMRER"

The state Sunday School ponvention
i
16. Active preparations for the entess, =
taloment of the thomsand delegates
have commenced, sad the following

will be held lu Mattoon Il‘:f 14, ' -

| chalrme of committees have beem ap
lilivols | pointed: Executive committee, Rew,
J. B. Horncy; entertalnment cosmite

tee, G. H. Cokendolpher; reception
commitiee, Mrs. Kate Rogers; :

tion commlities, C. H. Baker;
commitiee, Edward Guthrie;
committee, Dr. Charles Boax}
and page commitiee, W. . Coppage.

Four Generations Dine.
Four gemncrations dined at the
of Jamos Golf, supervisor of the
of East 8t. Louls. At the head of

table sat “Grandma” Ellen Devers,

|

who represculed the first
Hhe In the mother of Mra,
Heslde her sal Marie
baby daughler of Mra. Devere's
daughter, Mrs. Knuobel, who
merly Miss Golfl.

of the Goff famil

i
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The direct line of Lhe
conalsted of Mra,

MHolde Marriage
Within the last six

have beoen a dosen marriages
around the village of Bethalto,
number of couples who have
thelr fortunen |n far greater than
usual proportion to population. N
clalmed by Bethalto people
village of OO Inhabltants
record for the number of
withia 18 months, It la also
Lhere in hardly a couple In

of marriageablo age still vnmarried

Incresses of Crime.

Arcording to the report presented
to the board of supervisors la Bells
ville by the apecial rommilles on (he
Investigation of the accounts and
orda of counly offices, the nomber
prisonera recelved at the ocound
for the past five years la as follows:
Dee. 6. 1898, 1o Dec. 4, 1099, 411; 1999
ta 1900 G38; 1906 o 1901, T63; 1001
to 1902, R14; 1902 to 1902, 1227, mak-
ing a tolal of 3,732,
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Gets Judgment for §1.2300.

Miss Julia Tarbell was &
jndgment for $1.300 by a
circult conrt n Belleville
T. Donovan of East St
Turbell was employed in
Donovan about one year
alleged that she gave him §

H

E

inveat for her and that he pave her
papers im return, but that she asver
received the real value for them. :
In Jail for Killing Man. -

Walter Power of Farringtom tows-
ship In mow lodged in the county jall
on account of killlag Cleveland Ad
ame. Adama was hit twice, the fatal
shot passing through his right leag.
According to the evidemce st the cor-
oner's inquest, there has beem bad .
blood between the young men for
snme time. Both were accustomed to
CAFTY Weapons. :

Did Net KI% WiHe,

in the cirenit court at Walarioo AS-
ton Btoeckel, charged with killing his
wife, waa acquitted., His children tas-
tified and from their evidence it ap'
peared the tragedy was due to an M-

cident.

Desth Rate Ia Increasing.

The death rate is rapidly Increasing
at Springfield. There were 111
rertificates issned during
year, against 44 for the
month of 1903
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