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CHAPTER XV

Sl *Migs Ma'y Ellen,” cried Aunt Lucy,

ﬁjf.”' - thirysting her head in at the door,

i :I.;h_ “oh, Miss Ma'y Ellen, I wish't you'd
*;;wﬁ_j_ come ont yer right quick. They's two
3; ‘o them pral’ dogs out yer a-chasin’
2. oush hens agin—nasty, dirty things!"”
FPE A “Very well, Lucy,” called out a
S0 L wolee In answer. Mary FEllen arose

oo o R
A N I:I"" -

' ‘from her seat near the window.
whetice she had been gazing out over
“¢the wide, flat prairie lands and at the

- blue, unwinking sky. Gathering each
4 , ® bit of suck, she and Aunt Lucy
s drove away the two grinning daylight
thieves, as they had done dozens of
: times belfore their Kin, alleeager for a
taste of this new feathered game that
' had comeé in upon the range.
plenteous words of admonition, the

two corralled the excited but terror-

stricken speckied hen, which had been
the occaslon of the trouble, driving
ber back within the gates of the in-
<lesure they had found a necessity for
the preservation of the fowls of thelr
“hen ranch.”

“It's that same Domineck, hm'l it.
Luocy?” sald Mary Ellen, feaning over
the fence and gazing at the fowls,

“Yeas'm, that same ole hen, Llame
her fool soul' B8he's mo' bother'n
she's wuf. We kin git two dollabs
fer her cooked, an’ seems like long's
she's erlive she bound’' fer ter keep
me chasin® ‘roun’ after her. 1 ‘clare,
she jest keep the whole lot o' ouah
chickens wore down to a frazzle, she
tralpsin ‘roun’ all the time, an’ them
adollerin’ her. An', of eco'se,” she

added argumentatively, “we all got to |

\ Reep up the reppriation o' ouah cook-

da’. [ kaint ask theso yer men a

./ dollah a meal-—-not fer no lean ole hen

~wif v meat ontoe her bouoes—po,
ma’am.”

Aunt Lucy spoke with professional
pride and with a certaln right Lo aw
thority. The reputation of the Half
way House ran from the Double Forks
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timber, and as yet unsupplied with
brick or boards. In addition to the
main dugont there was a rude barm
buui of sods, and towering high above
the squat buildings rose wae frame of
the first windmill on the cattle trall,
a landmark for many miles. Beeing
these things growing up about him,
at the suggestion and partly through
the ald of his widely scattered but
kind-hearted neighbors, lL.ajor Buford
began to take on heart of grace. He
foresaw for his people an Independ-
ence, rudé and far below thelr former
pland of life, it was true; yet infinitely
tter than a proud despair.

t was perhaps the women who suf-
fered moet §n the transition from
older lands to this new, wild region.
The barren and monotonous prospect,
the high-keyed alr and the perpetual
winds, thinned and wore out the
fragile form of Mrs. Buford. This
impetuous, nerve-wearing air was
much different from the soft, warm
winds of the flower-laden South. At
night as she lay_down to sleep she
did pot hear the tinkle of music nor
the volce of night-singing birds, which
io"the scenes of her girlhood had
been familiar sounds. The moan of
the wind In the short, hard grass was
differeat from Its whisper in the
peach trees, and the sbrilling of the
coyoltes made but rude substitute for
the trill of the love-bursting mocking
bird that sang its myriad song far
back in old Virginia

One day Aunt Lucy, missing Quar-
terly Mgeting, and c¢ke bethinking her-
self of some of those aches and pains
of body and forebodings of mind with
which the negro s never unprovided,
became mournful in her melody, and
went to bed sighing and disconsolate.
Mary Ellen heard bher volee aplifted
long and wrgently, and suspecting the
cause, ol length went to her door.

“What is It, Aunt Lucy?” she asked
kindly.

“Nothin’, mam; | jess rasslin® wif
ther throme o' Grace er I'll LIL We

Drove away the two

[]

of tha Drazos porith to Abllene, and
much of the virtne of the table waas
dependent upoa the resouroes of Lhis
“hen ranch,” whose fame was spresd
abroad throughout the land. Haved
by the surpassing grace of pie and
“gchicken Axinge.” the halling place
chosen for sc slight reason by Buford
and his family had become a perma-
nent abode, known gratefully to many
travelers and productive of more than
a living for those who had estab
YVished It. It waa, afler all, the finan-
ial genfus of Aunt Luey, accustomed
Il her Hie to culinary problems, that
had foreseen profit in egze and chick-
ens when sha noted the exalted joy
with which the hungry cow punchers
foll upon a meal of this sort after a
ssason of salt pork, tough beel and
Duteh-oven bread.

At first Major Puford rebelled at the
thought of inkeeping. His family had
kept open house before the war, and
he came from a land where the
thomghis of hospitality and of price
¢ were not to be mentioned In the same
day. Yet he was in a reglon where
asach man did many things, the first
that thing which seemed nearedt at

sand to be dome.

From the Halfway House south to
tha Red River there was nothing edi-
bla. And over this Red River there
eame now swarming oncounted tbhan-
sands of broad-hormed catile, dri..n
by many bodies of hardy, sunburned,
Seweaponed, hungry men. At Ellis
ville, now rapidly beeoming an im-
gortant eattle market, the hotel ac
ommodations were more pretemtiouns
than comfortable, and many a cow-
man who had sat at the board of the
Halfway House going up the trafl,
would mount hia horse and ride back
cwenty-five miles for dinner. Buch are

shicken whea prepared by the hands
of a real genius gone astray on this
anch miscooked world.

Thus the little Southerm family
quickly found itself possessed of a
definite, profitable and growing busi-
nees.

Buford was sbom ahble to employ ald
his fmprovements. He

sonstructed a large dugout, after the

fashion of the dwelling most com-
mon in the sountry at that time. This

grinning thieves.

all po' weak sinners, Miss Ma'y E}
len.”

“Yeu, | know, Luacy.”

“An’ doea you know, Mlsa Ma'y El
lem, | morter gita skeered somcotimen,
out yer, fer fear mer supplercashuns
aint goin’ take holt o' heaven jess
right. White folks has one way er
prayin’, but er nigger kain't pray
erlone—no, mam, jess kaint pray
erlone.”

“Now, Aunt Loacy,” said Mary Foien,
sagely, “there lant anrthing wrong
with your soml at all. Yowu're as good
an old thing as ever breathed, I'm
sure of that, and the Lord wlill re
ward you if he ever does any one,
white or blark.”

“Does you think that,

“Indeed | do.”

“Well, sometimes | thinks the Lord
ain't goin’ to fergive me fer all ther
devilment | done when | wan 1'll. You
knaow, Miss Ma'y Ellen, hit take a life
er prayer to wipe oul onah transgre=
shuns, Now, how kin | pray. not to
say pray, out yer, in this yer lan'?
They ain't a chn'eh in a hunderd mile
o yer, so fer's | kin tell, an’ they
shoh'ly ain't no chu'ech fer culind folke.
Beama to me like, of | ¢'d jess know
er singlé nigeger, so'at we ¢'d meet
onet In er while, an’ s0'st we ¢'d jess
kneel down togetheh an' pray com-
fer'dle like, same's ef ‘twnea back in
ole Vehginny—why, Misa Ma'y Ellen,
I'da be the happlest ole 'ooman ever
you dld mee.”

Mary Ellen rosae and went to her
room, retarning with her guitar., “Lis
ten, Aunt Luwecy,” she said; "1 will
play and yom may =iag. That wiil
makeé youn feel better, 1 think.”

It was only from a perfect under-
standing of the negro character that
thia proposal could eome, and only a

honey 7"

grace; yet thers, befieath the floor of
the wide prairie sea, these strange ex-
ereises were carried on, the low
throbbing of the strings according
with the quavering minors of the oid-
time hymns uantll Aunt Laocy wiped
her ayes and smiled.

“Thank yer, Miss Ma'y Ellen,’ she

: ?-aw

perfect dignity conld earry it out with |.
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could Mary Hllen be sad?
. “Chick ~ chick - chick - ¢hickeo!™ she

cclled, bending over the fence of the
chicken yard. “Chick, chick, chiek!™

“I'll be thah t'reckly wif ther feed,
Miss Ma'y Ellen,” called out Aunt
Lucy from the kitchen, And pres-
ently she emerged and jolned her
| mistress at the corral,

“Aunt Lucy,” said Mary Kllen, “do
you supposé weé could ever rajse a
garden? 1 was thinking, if we had a
tew peas, or beans, or things like that,
| you know——-"

“Uh-huh!*

“And do you suppose a rose bush
would grow—a rcal rose bush, over
by the slde of the house?”

“Law, no, chile, whut you talkin®
hout? Nothin' hain’t goin' to grow
yer, 'less’'n hit's a little broom cohn,
er some o' that alfalafew, er that soht
er things. KFew beans might, ef we
wortered ‘ent. My lan!” with a sud-
den interest, as she grasped the
thought, “whut eould 1 git fer right
fraish beaaus, real string beans, [ does
wondeh! Sakes, e¢f [ ¢'d heyv siring
beans an’ apple pies, 1 shoh’ly c'd
make er foh'tune, right quick. String
beans—why, law, chile!™

“We'll have to think about this gar-
den question some day,” sald Mary
Ellen. Bhe leaned agalnst the corral
post, looking out over the wilde ex-
panse of the pralrie round about. “Are
those our antelope ovut there, Lacy?
she asked, pointing out with care the
few tiny objects, thin and knifellke,
crowned with short black forking tips,
which showed up agalust the sky line
on a distant ridge. "'l think they must
be. 1 haven't noticed them for quite
a while.”

“Yass'm,” sald Aunt Luecy, after a
judicial look. “Them blame 1'il goals.
Thass um. 1 wish't thgy all wuzn't so
mighty peart an’ kpowin® all ther
time, so'st Majah Buford bhe c'd git
opne o' them now an’ thea fer to eatl
I '‘'member mighty well how Cap'n
Franklin sent us down er quarter o'
an'lope. Mighty fine meat, hit wue.”

“Er—Miss Ma'y Ellen,” began Aypt
Lucy preseuntly, and appareatly with a
certaln reservation.
l| “Yea?"

(To be continued.)
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WHERE HE GOT THEM.

Littie Boy's Explanation Embarrasesd
Generoua Teacher,

At recess one morning little Nathan
(Jarowskl withdrew (0 a cormer and
wept, and the heart of his pretly
teacheor was moved with compassion.

“What's the matter, Nathan?™ sho
incuired gonatly, “Why doa’t you play
with the othera™

Nathan looked up with dimmed
eyes, Dust and tears miagled on his
brown cheoks. Ile pointed mutely to
his ekirt and then bLroke Intlo A roar:

“It was the dross of Rebecca. Me
l mudder no moncy has for buy me any-
I nefer have the trouser, and
the children —tLhey stick
make o
ne—a

Ling.
the children-
out the fingrr on me, and
laughs. They call me—call
| ghmirl™

| "Don't mind them, dear,” sald Allce
Harmon with aympathy. “They shall
pol laugh at you loag. | will get you
a coat and trouseora, ton™

Beveral days later Nathan appeared
in the glory of A new sult and strutted
about basking in tho admiring glances
of those who had despieed him. His
eup of pride was filled to overflowing
when the superintendent came In with
the principal for a visit of inspection.
Nathan, well In the foregrouad,
glanced at his garmenta and looked
at the strangera for approb-tios.

“Why, little boy, what a fine pair of
trousers ' ” sald the superintendent al-
fably. “Where did youn get them?

Nathan drew himself wp to his full
| height, and outsiretched hia hand In
the direction of hizs beloved teacher,
“I got them off her,” he announced.
“1 got them off Miza Harmon.”

Then Allee Harmon, with the blush
of econfusion’ on her fair face, ex.
plained: “The—the children—on the
East Side always say ‘off’ when they
mean ‘from.” "—Lippincott’s.

GoOT THIIE AT LAST,

President’s llltmn-.lr Long Delayed
by Senatorial Courtesy.”

One of the prerogatives of a UTnited

Statez senator iz thal when he steps

of the capitol he Is carried immedi-
ately to his destination, no matter In
which direction the elevator may be
hound or who may be aboard. Thres
ringe of the bell indicate that a sena-
tor wants to ride, and the conductor
losen no time in responding to the

eall,
One day last week Mr. Barnes, the

‘COUNTY GLERK 18 ACQUITTED

Belleville Jury Returns Verdict in Fa-
vor of George K. Thomas.

A jury In Belleville, before whom
was tried Indictments against George
K. Thomas, county clerk of Bt. Clair
county, returned & verdict of not
gullty. The last grand jury returned
nine indictmen's against Thomas,
charging him with having embezzled
money supposed to belong to the
county and ordercd pald to various
state Institutions for the keeping of
county charges. It appears that the
state institutions have been accus-
tomed to render bills to the county
monthly, These bills, it is alleged,
would be allowed by the board of
supervisors and & warrant drawn for
the amount. It was charged by the
special committee that Thomas, In-
stead of paylng the money as ordered,
indprsed the coumnty warrants and

cashed them and appropriated the
money to his own use. At the end
of three months the Iinstitutions
which had not recelved thelr momey
would render a statelment to the
county, including the monthly blil and

the balance due from back accouut | inal intent of the mother to dispose of

Sp—— | |

aAboard an elevator in the seaate wlu‘

assistant secretary to the president, |

stepped aboard a senate elevator
trom the ground floor. In a portfolio
under his arm he carried a mesange
from the president of the United
Btates to the Congress.

“Senate floor,” sald Mr. Barnes, as
the conductor shut the door.

Just then were three rings of
the bell and the indicator showed that
R senator wanted to be lifted out of
the terrace. The elevator went down
instead of up, and Mr. Barnes went
along. The eenator in the terrace
only wanted to go to the ground floor.
As he stepped off, however, there was
another senatorial ring from the ter-

pald; “thank yer a thousand times
You shohly does know how toe com-
fort folks mighty well, even a pore ole
nigger.” il

On the morning fo Annt
Lacy's devotional cufe& that good
soul seemed to be altogether happy
and contamted and without any doubts
a8 to her fature welfars Hu'r Ellen

in one sum, and this would be allowed
by the eounty board and turned over
to the [nstitutions to which It was
due. The defense claimed that Thom-
as cashed the ocounty ordcrs and In
thelr stead malled his personal check
to the stat: Institutions for th2
amounts due.

GIVES UP MIS SHARE OF ESTATE

Prefers to Be Witness to WIill and Re-
linguish Right to $2,000.

The will of Joseph Plel who died a
year ago, bequeathed $2.000 to his fa-
voriteo ocousin, Antom P. Schulte, who
was also one of the wilnesaes .o the
wil,k, When the ilastrument was of-
fered for probate in the Adams county
eourt Bchulte was notified that his act
in witnessing the will barred him from
any of its benefits.
choloe to withdraw his name as wit-
neas Aand conlest for his share or to

let the will stand and walve all claim !

as the benefciary. He chose Lhe iat-
ter ponition and the amount named as
his begquest will go to relatives |
Germany.

Reports on Drinking Water.

Ty. Johm H. Loag, expert chomist
of the state board of health, has com-
pleted his analysia of the drinking
waler of every cily In the stale with
over L0000 population. In Belleville
Lhe walor war found fo bo of high
standard. Of olher citios in southern

linois the report saya. “Alton, fik
teping evidently poor; Calro, safe
conditlon by fltration, Carlinville,

common river waler, but not danger-
onn: East St Loala, chemical resalts,
ke most river water; Edwardaville,
aot  condemned: Madison, average
water: Carrollton, seema Lo boe good.™
lmmmnh at Fln.l Chautavqua.

The ecourse of thae creek atl Plasa
Chantasqua, passing through that
summer resort, will be changed (o
make place for modern improvements.
Oeneral Manager Gridley of the Rinll
line, with officers of the Chantanqua,
decided upon moving the outlet of the
ereck about 600 feet up the river by
straightening the channel so as to
throw It on the west alde of the new
hotel. The bed of the old creek will
be tnreed into A bathing ponl, to be
eaovered with a . pavilion. adjoining the
hotel. Comtracts for bullding the pool
and pavilion have been leL
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Murder is Charged.

(Chesteor Siahling was arrested at
the Abom glass works by Depnty Bher.
I Trultt of Qreen enunty on a charge
of murder. Siahling had been work- |
ing tn Altom since a few days after
he ia alleged to have committed the
erime. With hia brother-in-law Stahl-
ing is eharged with the murder of his
oousin.

Gets Blood Poisen From Corpee.

Wililam Pallhorn, an undertaker,
dled at Oranite City from blood poison-
ing. having contracted the disease sev-
eral dayes before while handling & dead
body. Mr. Ballhorn was 28 years of
age and formerly a memher of the
board of aldermen of Venlce,

Ceostly Fire in Barn,

A large barm belonging to Robert
W. Cralg, a farmer living five mlilea
north of Marshall, has been destroyed
by fire. All the contenta were burned,
including six horses and five brood
sows. The fire Is thought to have
been of Incendiary origin.

Engineer Ia Scalded to Desth.

John W. Stacke, a Chicago, Burling-
ton & Quincy railway engineer, was
killed in a wreck two miles out of
Beardstown. Mr. Btucke was caught
onder the wreckage and the waier
from the burst bolfler sealded him,
life soon being extinet.

Sand for Glase.
H. J. Bowman of Alton is preparing

TRIES TO wlﬂl T

Sad_Plight of Young Wemah Whe |

htﬂu..' mf,.:n._f vlq.,. .; L)

to Conceal Her Shams, |

ﬂun 8imek, 21 rmntmm .
came to Edwardsville from Bobemis |-
four months ago and has béén Hyving |
with the family of Martin Mockler,
was beld by a coroner's jury on the
charging of murdering her newly-
born babe. She will be held for the
grand jury. The woman was discov-
ered poking the kitchen stove, and..
when others attempted to discover the
cause sho became violent. An officer
was called, but before he arrived Mr.
Mockler and a friend had sucereded in
taking the body of a child from the
slove burned to a crisp. To several
Bohemlan friends the woman stated
that she was so frightened that she
burned the remains to conceal the
fact. Bhe also stated that the father
of the child lived in Bohemia and had
sent her to this country, promising
to follow her in a short time, and that
she had learned (hat he has glnce
jolned the army, The verdict of the
coroner's jury was that the “Inl'u:t

came to its death through the crim-

it, and her efforte to burn its body,
and that the mother is Gusta Simek of
Edwardsville."
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CARRIES COAL TO NORTHWEST

Jackeonville Ling s an Important
Feeder to “Q." System.

Itlh road brings from the Bouth sixty

He was glven his ‘

rl.. Clanahan was slected president,

Binece the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Rallroad company bas a0
cured the control of the Julmﬂlh
line Into Centralia, the latter has |
developed  Into quite a freight line,
especially in carrying southern m- |
nols coal o the northwesi. A coal
trafic arraugement has boen made
witu the [llinols Central by which

cars of coal dally, delivering them to
the Chicagn, Burllagton and Quiney
road at Centralia, and recelves from
the Iatter road every day a train load
of emply fAat cars to be loaded. ‘the
interchange of (rafic has bacome so
heavy that additional transler (racks
had to be put in.

e m i ——

Heme Protective Assoclation.

aasociation has been organized. N,

Charles MeCanland vies president, J,
B. 8ikking seerciary and Walter Boek- |
with treasurer. The objeet of the aw
moclation s sald to be Lo keep saloonns
oul of the rimldonoe diatricts. A res
olution wan offerod (hat the cily coun-
cll ahould not trant a saloon lieense
ninless the applieation be apoompanled
by A& petilon slgned by two-hirds of
the property owpers In the block Ia
which the saloon Ia to be I-rlﬂtni!

—

Pabe Diea of Measles.

YViolet Charlotie Lox, the 2-yearold
danghter of Mr. and Mre. Willlam Lox
of Pothalto, In dead. The rhild was
suflering from measles, and (he moih-
er nayn she sent for a phyeleian, bui
war unable o pay the fee. Aboul 3
o‘elock In the moming the mother was
aroused by the child asking for aome-
thing to eal., and two homrs later, when
the mother again asoke she found her
Iittle duntn dead beside her In bed.

—— e —

Mon-Alcehalic Elect.ons.

Woodriver towush:p s being agitat
ed by the advocales and the opponents
of a proposition to abolish the prae- |
tien of electioneering by Fiviag away
heer. The movement In favor of non
alcobkolic campaigns started In Upper
Alton. Since It was begnn anolher
maovemen! ha= heen started against
candidatrs who agree to the proposi
tion. ‘

Te Mestock Dead Creak.

Andrew Morgan of Rush City, »
saburb of Fast 8. Lowis, aanomnees
that he has secure] A largs consign-
ment of game filsh from the atate
hatcheries with which to restoek Dead
creek, which for many years has been
nme of the famous fishing grounds of
the East Side.

C. E. Election.

The Preahyvterian Christian B
deavor soclety of Cairo has elected the
following ofMcers for the ensuing year:
President, Misa Jennle Dewey; vice
president, Mizsa Eliza Halliday; secre-
tary, Miss Carrte Rule; (reaswrer,
Miss Frances Bennettl

Tricounty Institute. |.

The tricounty Institote of the W. C.
T. U. of Alexander, Pulask] and Mas-
sac coumiiea will be held at Monnd
Clty on Thursday and Friday, March
21 and April 1. Mra. Mary E. Hopper
of Chieagn will be the leadar.

Twe Bant ta Asylum.

Ella Hoelaoher, aged 18 and
Michael Ranney, aged 30 yodri, of
Quincy, have heen adjodged mL
and sent to thr asylom at Jackson-

| peopls;

to open what appears to be an fmex-
haunstible supply of white sand for

making glase on his place near Defhi.
A switeh will be buifit and work of
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such a thing. _
| that position. T have
adgirer and ardent sup
Mifehell. u;
President Mitchell is m
be that our judgment WAS .
In taking » different rli'l -
that time will show this i_l-
Jehn Mitchell will never
stanclier supporter than 1, # mﬂ,} b
is no man | hold in higher este ?},

Results

VAIN ATTEMPT TO ﬂm 9

ilinois Farmer Triea o
Britisti Custema M
James Cheasen, &
farmcr and noled

| to smuggle into England his 1
Tommy, whea he went M
visit 12 his birthplace. -

pretty little French poodie,
boen taught to perform almost

The East 8L Loals Home I"rmuﬂul Imals as & pastime o8 bis
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Runaway Bey Fools
Willle Thomas. aged 10,
plcked up on the sirests of
by the police and whd -
s rupaway, bul cipimod that e
boarded a trein al Henton, |
papers, was furnlahed ¢
by the Belleville poliee,
no sooner loft than John
East Bt. Louls, father
rived In Pellevitle. Mr. D
police chief that bhe Im
Iy worked by the buy.
over, Lhat the lad's
at Denton and he bhad
away from home (o viait
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grand
m
her. .




