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CHAPTER IX.—Continued.
“Well, you see another town goin’
ap below here about twenty mile—old
man Plum'’s town, Plum Centre. I run
the mail an’ carry folk acrost from
Ellisville to that place, This here Is
just about half way acrost. Ellisville’s
about twenty or twenty-five mile north
of here.”

The tall man on the wagon #eat

turned his face slowly back toward
Interior of the wagon.

“What do you think, Lizzie?" he
asked.

“Dear me, Willlam,” came reply
from the darkness in a somewhat com-
plaining voice, “how can I tell? It
all seems alike to me.
judge better than L" _

“What do you say, nlece?”

The person last addressed rested a
hand upon the gquestioner’'s shoulder
and lightly climbed out upon the seat
by his side, stooplng as she passed
under the low bow of the cover frame.
Her presence caused Sam to Instinct-
{vely stralghten up and tug at his
open coat. He took off his hat with a
memory of other days, and sald his
“Good mornin’'” as the schoolboy does
to his teacher—superior, revered and
awesome.

Yet this new character upon this
bare little scene was not of a sort to
terrify. Tall she was and shapely,
oomely with all the grace of youth
and health, not yet tanned too brown
by the searing prairie winds.and show-
ing still the faint purity of the com-
plexion of the Bouth. To Sam It was
lnstantaneously evident that here was
& new species of belng, one of which
he had but the vaguest notions

any experiences of his own.

through
chief Impression was that he was

at once grown small, dusty and much

unshaven. [He fNushed as be shifted

and twisted on the buckboard seal
The girl looked about her for a mo

You can

(%4

try. 'Taln’ good as Mizzoury, let 'lone

Kaintucky er Ole Vehginny-—no,

mam!"

There was thus now established, by

the chance of small things, the loca
tion of a home. It was done. It was
decided. There was a rellef at once
upon every countenance. Now these
persons were become citizens of this
;and. Unwittingly, or at least tacitly,
this was admitted when the leader of
this little party advanced to the side
of the buckboard and offered his hand.

“My name s Buford,” he said slow-
ly and with grave courtesy. “This 1s
my wife; my nlece, Miss Beauchamp
Your name, 3ir, I don't know, but we
are very glad to meet yon."

“My pame’'s Poston,” said Sam, as
he also now climbed down from his
seat, seeing that the matter was
clinched and that he had gained a fam-
ily for his county—"Sam Poston. I
run the livery barn. Do you allow
vou'll move up to Ellisville and live
there?’

“Well, I've started out to get some
land,” said Buford, “and [ presume
that the first thing is to find that and
get the entry made, Then wé'll have
ta live on it till we can commute it
| don’t know that it would suit us at
Ellisville just yet. It mpst be a rather
hard town, from all I can learn, and
hardly fit for ladles.”

“That’s s0,” sald Sam, “it aln’t just
the quietest place in the world for
women-folks. Still,” he added apolo-

getically, “folks soon gets used (o
the noise. 1 doa't mind it no more
at all.”

Buford smiled as bhe glanced qulz
gically at the faces of his “women-
folks.” At this moment Bam broke
out with a loud exclamation.

“Now, you listen to me. I'll tell
you what! You see, this here place
where we are now is just about a mile
from the White Woman Sinks, and
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He kicked aside a bl sached buffale akull

ment in silence, abading her eyes still
with her carved hand.

“It }a much alike, all this country, |
ahould thiak—"

But what she would have thought
was broken into by a sudden exclama
tion from farther back in the wagon.
A large black face appeared at the
aperature under the fronl wagomn bow,
and the owner of it spoke with a cer
tain oracular vigor.

“Fo' Gawd, Mass’ Willlam, less jess
stop right yer! [ ‘clare, ['se joaa
wore to a plam frazzie, atravelin’ an’
atravelln’! Ef we gwine settla, why,
leas settle, thass all | say!”™

The driver of the wagon sat silent
for a momeént Then quietly, and
with no comment, he unbuckled the
reins and threw them out and down
upon the ground om either side of the
wARgon.

e boys,” he ecalled to the
gorses, which were too weary to note

" that they were no longer asked lo go

farther on. Then the driver got de-
Hberately down.

“We'll tarn out here,” he said, strik-
ing his heel upom the grome! with
significant gesture, As WaS aAn unNcoOnw-
scious custom among the mem who
chose out land for themselves in &
new region. “We'll stop here for a
bite to eat, and 1 reckon we won'l
go any farther west how Is (his
country around here for water?”

“Oh, that?” sald Bam. “Why, say,
you eouldn’t very well hit it much bet-
ter. Less'n a mile farther down this
trafl to the south you coma to the
Sinks of the White Woman Creek.
They's most always some water In
that ereek, and yom ean git it there
any place by diggin’ tem or tweaty
feel”

“That’s good,” sald the stranger.
“That’'s mighty good.” Hae torned to
tne wagon side and called out to his
wife. "“Come, Lizzie,”™ he said, "get
put, dear, and take a rest. We'll have
a bite to eat and them wa'll taik this
ail over.”

The woman to whom he spoke next
appeared at the wagon front and was
aided to the ground. Tall, slender,
blaek clad, with thin, pale face, she
seemed even more unsuited tham her

tmshand to the prospect which lay
Immediately behind her

on, with many groanings and com-
goodly bulk of the black

. 8

ihat la, aa | was sayin’, Just about half
way betwen Elllaville and Plum Cen-
ire. Now, look here, Thia country’s
goin’ to boom. They's goin’ to be a
pleaty of people eome In here right
atong. There'll b & regular travel
from Ellls downa to Plum Cenilre, and
it's too long a trip to make between
meala You juslt go down (o the
White Woman and drive your stake
there, Takes up a quarter for each
of youn. Put yom up A sod house as
quick as you ean-—[ll git you help
for that. Now, if you can git anything
to eook, and can give meals to my
stage outft when | carry passengers
through here, why, | can promise you,
youll git business, and you'll git a
plenty, too.”

Unconscionaly Baford's eye wander.
ed over to the portly form of the
negresz, who sat fanning hersell, a
ifttle apart from the others. He
smiled again with the quizziecal look
on his face. “How about that, Aunt
Locy T’ he asked.

“Do hit, Mass' William." replied the
colored woman at once with coarvie
tion, and extending an energetic fore
finger. "You deas do whut this yer
man saya. Ef they's any money to be
made a-cookin’, 1 kin do all the cookin’
ever yon wants, ef yon-all kin git any-
thing to cook. Yas, suh!™

“You ain't makin’ no mistaks™ re
gsumed Sam. “You go In and git your
land fAled omn, and puf yom up & snd
pouse or dugont for the Arst season,
becanse Inmber’s awful high ont here
It’s pretty late to do anything with
a erop this year, evea If yon had any
breakin’ done, but yom can take your
team and gether bones this fall and
winter, and that’]l] make you a good
livia, ton. But—'seunse ma, have you
ever farmed It mueh ™

“Well, sir,” sald Buford slowly, "1
nsed to plant corn and eotton, baeck
n Kentucky, befo’ tha war.”

Sam looked at him, puzzied. “T allow-
ed youn'd never ranched it much,™ he
sald, vaguely. "How'd you happen to
come out here?”

The quizzical smile again ¢crossed
Buford’s faca. *1 think I shall have to
give that np, on my honor,” he said.
“We just seem to bave siarted West,
and to have kept going until we got
hera”

“From Kentucky, eh?T ' sald Sam
slow]ly and meditatively, “Weil, It
don"t make no difference whera yom

had earlier given her ad- | come from: we want good men in
wn yer, Mis' Lizzie, in | here, and you'll find this a good
sald, spreading a | try, I'll gambie

that. Now I

i

must come up to Ellis soon as you
straightened out. Say,” and he drew
Buford to one side as he whispered to
him—“say, they's a mighty fine
girl—works In the depot hotel—
Nory's her name—you'll see her If you
ever come up to town. I'm awful gone
on that girl, and if you git any chanct,
if you hapen to be up there, you just
put in a good word for me, won't you?
I'd do a8 much for you.”

Buford listened with grave polite-
ness, though with a twinkle In his eye,
and promised to do what he could.
Encouraged at this, Sam stepped up
and shook hands with Mrs. Buford,
and with the girl, not forgetting Aunt
Lucy, an act which singularly im-
pressed that late inhablitant of a dif-
ferent land, and made him her fast
friend for life.

“Well, so long,” he sald to them all
in general as he turned away, “and
good luck to you. You ain't makin’ no
mistake in settlin® here. Good-bye
till 1 see you all again.”

He stepped into the buckboard and
clucked to his little team, the dust
again rising from under the wheels.
The eyes of thore remaining followed
him already yearningly. As Buford
turned he stumhbled and kicked aside
a bleached buffalo skull, which lay
half hiddem in the red grass at his
fect.

CHAPTER X. .

The Chase.

The summer flamed up into sudden
heat, and seared all the grasses. and
cut down the timid flowers. Then
gradually there came the time of
shorter days and cooler nights. Obvl
ously all the earth was preparing for
the winter time.

It become not lesa needful for man-
kind to take thought for the morrow.
Winter on the plains was a season of
severity for the early settlers, whose
resources allke in fuel and food were
not too extensive. Franklin's fore-
thought had provided the houses of
himself and Batterslelgh with proper
fuel, and he was quite ready to listen
to Curly when the latter suggested
that it might be a good thing for

them to follow the usual eustom LSS '

go out on & hunt for the buffalo Bes<
in order to supply themselves with
Lthelir winter's meat.

Franklin, Batterslielgh and Curly set
oit. ‘These three had a wagon and
riding horsea, and they were accom-
panied by a second wagon, owned by
Sam, the llveryman, who took with
him Carly’s mozo the glant Mexican,
Junn. The latter drove the team A
task which Curly scornfally refused
whea It was offered him, hia cowboy
ereed rallng any conveyaace other
than the saddle as far benesth his
station.

Al night they slept beneath the
atars, uncovernd by any tent, and
saluted constantly by the whining coy-
otea, whoss vocallzgation waa betlmes
broken by the hoarser, roaring note
of the great gray buffalo wolf. At
morn they awoke to an alr surcharged
with some keen olixir which gave de-
lght In sense of living. All arnnnd
lay & new world, A wild world, a virgin
sphera not yel acquaint with man.

Early on the moming of the fourth
day of their journey the travelers
anoted that the plaln began to rise
and sink in longer waves. Presenlly
they found themselves approachiag &
sariea of rmde and wild-looking hills
of aand. For many milea thay travel
ad thromgh this difenlt and cheerloss
region, the horses soon sthowing signe
of distress and all the party feeling
need of water, of which the supply
naa been ethansted. They puahed on
inm aflence. Intent npon what might be
ahead. =0 that whem there came an
exclamation from the half-witted
Mexican, whose stolid sllence under
moat clrenmatances had become &
proverh among them, each face was
at onee turned toward him.

“Eh. what's that, JuanT" sald Curly,
“Say, bore, he says we're about out of
the esand hilla, Prairle pretiy soom
now, he saya”

(To be continned.)

THE "LITTLE FATHER'S" WORK,
Youngster’s Tender Solicitude for Hie
Baby Brother.

“Yom see and hear a lot about ‘child
mothers’ In the temement hounse dis-
tricts.” sald a gas collector yesterday,
“but nobody seéma to notice the ‘child
fathers.’ There may not be so many
of them, but there are some, and they
ahonld get due eredit

“] saw one coming down town in &
Sixth avenne ‘L’ car the other day.
There was a woman, a foreigner I
suppose, for she wore no hat—one of
those pale, half-fed looking women—
who had with her a fat babe-in-arms
and this boy, this ‘child father.’ He
was a black-eyed little ehap of nine or
ten years, and the Iinterest he took In
everything around him was in strong
eontract to the lifeless ook and man-
ner of the woman. Every once in &
while he would look to see how the
baby was gettiag along. It was
sleeping, and he seemed satisfied. The
woman appeared anxious about her
station. and with a few words the boy
calmed her. Then, before the train
got to Bleecker street, it stop and
she, apparently thinking it was at the
atation, started to leave her seat. The
boy laid his hand on her arm and she
gank back. Then, when they came to~
the station, he spoke to her and they
left the ear, he seeing that she got ont
without being jostled. On the plat-
form he put up his hands, took the
baby and started away, the pale wom-
an following. -

“If you ever saw any ‘child mother’
more solicitons for 4 baby and a wons
an than that boy was, I'd like to know
it.—New York Press

it's as diffienit to convines A
born man as it is to fatten a wis
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ALL ON ACCOUNT OF BOY'S SLED

—

Neighbors Quarrel al East St. Louls
anc Arrests Follow.

Mr. and Mrs, (. C. Fee of Easr SL
Louis were arrested at the Instance ol
Willlam Adlesberger, whko charges
them with disturbing the peace. It is
clalmed that the troubie grew oul of
the kindness of ons of the Fee chbil-
dren, who loaned his new sled 1o Ed
Anderson. a ueighber. Later Ander-
son went to a coal yvard, where Adles
bergar {e sald to havea an interest antl
began to pick up coai. The lad says
that Adlesberggr “roke tha sled be
cause he had Several chunks of cezl
on it. Mr. and Mrs. Fse went nto
the vards to see about the mallers And
a quarrel arose. The Fees eay they
will have Adlasberger arrceled 00 &
charge of wellclons destraciicn of

property.

BURNS MORTGAGE.

After working with might snd main
for a long time (G secure tha necessary
funds to clear his church of cebl, Rev.
Di. D. C. Milner of Joliei eaw the
morigage and otber paper e ilences
of the debt go np in @ flash of flame
gset by an electric spark. Centra
Preshyterian church wae celebrating
the jubilee of its sixtleth year snd a

Rev. OR. D ¢ MILNER.

large congregation was present when
Dr. Milner, the pastor, presasd a but-
ton mnd an electric current (llumin-
ated a large cross sbove the allar, the
chiirch belng oltherwise In darknosa,
He premsod another bullon and A sec
ond current produced the apark that
sot the evidences of debt on fire. The
burned papers represented total debt
of $65.000 that has been pald.
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MISTORICAL SOCIETY ELECTS
Chooses Officers and Decides to Meet
Mext at Springfield Mext Year.

Springficld was chosen for the nexl
meeoting of the [linoia Biate Histori
eal Society and the following officers
elected: Presldent, Dr. 1. F. Sayder,
Virginia: fArst viee president, Paul
Selby, Chicagn: second vice president,
Willlam Vocke, Chicago, third viee
preaident, J. A. Freach, Hpringfleld;
directors, E C. Sparks, E. J. James and
Oeorge McConnell, Chicago. David
McCullogh, Peoria; J. H. Burnham,
Bloomington: M. H. Chamberialn, Leb-
anon: Alfred Orendorff, Jeasle Palmer
Webber and George W. Black, Spring-
field: Prof. Oeorge 8mith, Carbondale
Rev. (. Eschman. Prairie da Roche;
W. H. Collina, Quincy; J. 0. Conning-
ham E B CGreen, Urbana. One diree
torship was left vacant. The directors
will appoint the secretary-{reasurer,

Agrees to Leave Town.

Because he was declared a publle
nuilsance John McElraoy, allas “Scotch
Jack” was fined $100 and econta in
Alton and given the alternative of
perving a 200 days’ sentence In the
eounty jall or leaving the cily per
manently. He chose the Ilatter and
o allowed to go. MeElroy ia sald fo
have had more fights than any other
man In Madison county. and that he
never would admit heing vanqguished.

ar e ———

Fall into Shaft Kills Miner,

Samuel Willis, at the new Harris-
burg Big Muddy coal mine, was killed
by falling ir2o the shaft, a distance of
50 feet. He was bringing up a ladder
out of the shaft, when [ canght
aganinst the side of the shaft and
tHpped the bucket in which he was
ascending, and he fell out on his head.
He died three hours afterwards, He
was 15 years of age, unmarried and
his home was fn Carbondale.

Thousands for Charity.

Thousands of dollars for charity will
be ralsed hy the charity ball to be
given at the new armory at Spring-
field, Febh. 10, under the anspices of
the Sangamo club, Intereat is being
taken In the event all over the state
and It bids fair to be the greatest so-
cial function ever held in central Tl

Hnois,

Under Hypnotic Control.

1. 1. Lapping, who sayn that he Is
a raflway econductor out of Denver,
Colo., alleges that he was irresistibly
attracted to Bloomingtom by the hyp-
notie powers of & woman of that efty
to whom he Is distantly related and
who fs & professional mind resder. He
clsims to be recetving telopathic mes-

gy

of collapse as & fon Alfre
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Hot Air Hea* Explodes and Set Fire to
His Cletting.

Donald Miller, nged 1N, son of Wil
llain J Miller of St. Cldir ccupty and
director of the Turkey Ml grange and
gchool, was borribly burned in tie fire
which dcestioved the grange hall, four
miles south of Belleville. Youug Mil
ler was custodian ~f the tall apnd &
studert of the school The slructure

was a two-siacy (rame, the first I'In-nt',l

haing n=ed by the gchoo! and second
stary for 'odge moms  Miller  had
mede a fire in the schodl voom ADd
1houi 9 o'clock had gone upstairs into
‘he hal! proner, when the teacher, Misg
Anna Haevbar, and the pupils were
start'ed by a territic explosion. When
they 1eached the yard they saw young
Miller vushing from the hallway
wrapped 'u flames. The lad threw
himeelfl ‘nto the deep snow in an eflort
to extinguls® tae Hames which en-
veloped him, snd Miss Haeubor rushed
to his aid and succeeded in tearing
tha burning clothing from his body,
The building bhad 1aken hre and f(ar
mers of the vicinity hurried 1o the
scene, and carried young Miller to the
resldence of his pareunts, about half a
mile distant. Miss Haeuber's burns
were painful, but not serloux.  During
a period of fonsciousness the Miller
hoy stated that he was replenighing
the stove In the lodgoe hall, when the
hot-gir heater exffModed. The bullding
and contents were & total loss. There
was $1.200 lnsurance on the hal! and
$200 on the furniture.
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NEGRESS DIES AT AGE OF 124

EEET o e mm——

Mary Ann Pell, Once Servant
Washington, Expires,

Mary Ann Rell, a negresp. died at
Champaign at the age of 124 years.
She had records In her possession,

vellow and rolten  with  asge, that
prove her o have been born In 1780,
She first aaw (he light of day opear
Washington. . (', her pareots hav-
Ing been brought 1o this eountry from
Africa and sold ax wlavew to Gen.
RBooker, m warm personal friepd of
George Washinglon, Bhe clalms her
Arst mastcr often loaped her Lo Wash-
ington and that she served in the
Mount Vermon mansion for several
yearn. She was the mother of seven
children. the youngest of whom ls 70
years old. Her husband died twenly-
eight yearn ago and claimed 1o be
over & century old,
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DENIES APPOINTMENT.

of

— =

Hon. W. J. Albertson of Pekin de
nlen the siatement that he has been
appointed sergeant-at-arms at the na-

VT ALEEPTINV
tional Republican cogvention at Chi
cagn. He payn the statement was not

anthorized by him and that there s nc

iruth in .

s

Mistorical Society.

Preliminary ateps have been taken
to organize the Southern [llinois his-
torical society, with headquarters in
Carbondale, where |a sitoated the only
state school In the section, A tem-
porary organization has been effected
with Prof. 8. E. Harwood as chair
man and Prol. George W. Smith as
seeretary. A committee conaisting of
Sam T. Brush, Judge A. 8. Caldwell
and Samuel Smith, has been named to
formalate a comstitation and hy-laws
and extend the soclety’s nsefulness. A
permanent organization will he per-
fected In Carbondale during February.

Freight Train Gees Into Diteh.

A northbound freight on the Chl
cago and Eastern [llinols left the
track three milea north of Marion and
two engines and fourteem cara went
into the diteh, After leaving the track
the train ram a ahort distance on the
ties, which gave warning to the crew,
and all eacaped though somewhat In-
fnrad.

Bank Deposits |ncrease.

In a little over sixty days the de
posita of the three national banks of
Calro have Increased $69,085.46. The
statements published show the total
deposnita to be §1,492,051.30,

Chureh Burns at Griggavilie.

The Methodist Episcopal chureh of
Griggaville was totally destroyed by
fire. It was erected in 1884 at a cost
of $13,000. Tnsarance, $4,000, carried
in the Methodist Church Insurancé
eompany of Chicagoe.

Supt: Bayfiee ls Murt.

&

)
%
-

k. g e
A

lagteld . Ha ™
S .;'_'_-;ﬂ-. ." ‘ﬁ-:_"ﬁfr‘..f-!' g. :'I FIL =g ]

S A
g

o
I L g o

-
.

iy
L

| NS Y DITDIOV N

n L TP EBRE
genized for the purposs o
‘ablug “i'“h ﬂmf |" !
to the wmonat of $30.000:4
the tmprovements. Theys DS
dated Jan. 1, 1904, abd <l T8
at the rate of $15,000 nanusiiy M
ning Jaa. \, 1905. ‘The boads™
suad iu ihe denomination GESER
and are reglstéred in the ofice af the
state auditor. They are paAYADIS
the state treasurer At 4% § el _
This Immense bond iystie is GO =
purpose of stralghtening reem TR
for a distance of sbout hime M
The proposed diteh will be 80T
wide and 13 feet deep, and Wikl D
through five miles In Hamiton' COEES
ship and four miles fiun HehnEREE,
township. This  will benefit SRS

e
i *'.'l.__

acres nf rich farming land, Worthie
an average, about §66 an scre, B IS
tal valuation of about $647.000. WORE"
will begin as scon ss wWaathewr JENE
mits. This s the biggest dPRIRRES S5
improvement ever undertaken 48’ X
part of the slate, BeL,
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HEADS TRACT PRESS,

L Ar L ; r. T8
Mis¥ Mary Davideon, who Wis I
cently elected president of the MIlas
Tract Presv Associstion, 18 1
woman member of the ¢

hold that office. She i« the

e T
L] .i‘_H‘

1 b I'rﬂ'-h'.‘

of the late J. M. Davideon, a plonesr '
newspaper man, and she has had "

ornl years' eaperience In

work., Miss Davidson is at present
the staff of the Hepublicas of

L
"

As soom as the wealber
work will be rommenced
tensive Improvemenis to
Salem by the Ballimore
Southwestern and the llliaocis
orn Rallroad Company. Some weeks
ago the latter company
large tract of land near
reparvolr. When this is
aystem of mains will be
Paltimore and Ohlo Bouth
pot and water cranes will
each end of the statiom.
Southern will build a sbort
connect with the Baltimore
and a joint agency will
The siation now used hy
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two roads will use It
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night.
shortly Install a night operator &t
station and Salem will again'be
a regular stop for all trains,
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Organize County of ¥. M. €. A

The following have been
members of & committes to
the organization of a Christisn
ty Y. M. C. A.: B A fhafer,
Long, B. C. Watson and
ing, Assumption; E. C. Dey, €
Tyler and R. Armstrong, i
ville; Willlafn Eaton, Bdindburg; B B
Winters, Stonington; Willlam Dalbey, <
Samuel Anderson, 0. B. Brittos, ":
E. Andrews, Luther Chestant aad L =
N. Richardson, Tarlorville. TR
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