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the rear platform of the
traln and watched the
Limited as she faded away

Huut '_llijr;_'ﬂiqn a Mnagian Star-Were the Magi, or Wise Men, Keltic Druide?

fender | The Star of Bethlechem is & theme |

of wondrous power. It has fascinated
sages of the East and philosophers of
the West. It has been discussed these
nineteen hundred years by men of
varyilng minds with a freshness that
| never fails. It exeites a glow of fer-
vid love in the breast of the saint. It
kindles the dying embers of hope In
the soul of the slnner. It is the ray
| of Heaven's own light to the affiicted.
It beckons the prodigal back to the
Father's home. It glves stremgth to
the living. It brings peace to the dy-
ing. S
But though a mystﬁrr"of awe to
angels, it {s a Symbol of Love Divine
to men. As such it canpot fail to pro-
foundly interest every intelligent in-
gquirer after truth. That we may the
better understand the subject and
more thoroughly appreciate the ways
of God with man, I propose to treat
the subjeect under the following heads:

1. The star was a redl, true, bona
fide star—not a mere temporary mir-
aculous creation for the specific pur-
pose,

it is allowed by all' autborities
that the Magl, or Wise Men, were
learned. They would, therefore, make
us¢ of words and terms with discrim-
ination. But not onlxy were they
warned; they were astronomers.
Hence, when they used an astronom-
lcal Lerm, they would use the appropri-
| ate word or phrase descriptive of the
object referred to. They use the word
“aster.” which means aa ordloary and
permanent star, nol an extraordinary
and temporary one.

Nowy In the Bible star ls used oaly
in & twofold signification—Ilterally or
figurstively, In its figurative sense It
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6 It was a fixed star—not erratic
in its movements, The term “star”
was used by the Wise Men. But they
were skilled mstronomers and knew
the difference between a star, a plan-
et, & comet or a meteor, for all of
which there were distinet names.
Hence planet, comet, meteor are ruled
out by the word aster (star). And
hence we conclude that the Star in
the Kasat was a filxed star.

7. It was a star in the sign Plsces
of the zodiac—the Slgn of Judea. This
is an important factor, Among the
ancients there was a part of the heav-
ens called the zodlac, It was a belt
encireling the heavens on each side of
the eéliptic, or apparent path of the
sun among the stars, within which the
larger planets always remain. It ex-
tended to elght degrees on elther slde
of the ecliptic. It was divided Into
twelve parts called the Blgns of the
Zodiac, The different countries of
the earth were divided among the
twelve slgns. Judea belonged to the
slgn pisces, the twelfth. The Magi,
like all other astrologers or astron-
omers, belleved Ia that division.

S0 far we have traced some of the
necessary conditions of the star. Let
us now try and discover the star that
fulfils these conditions. In doing so
we shall briefly discuss the different
theories put forth and held by differ-
ent people, some of them men of
great eminence lan thelr own particu-
lar sphere. We shall also show the
uptéenableneas of the differeunt hypoth-
esln,

I—The star was not an angel. No
less & father of the church than The
ophylact held this view, He belleved
it was an angelic apparition. No douit

soen, the Star of Bethlehem had a
periodie time, which must necessarily
have corresponded with “the fullpess
of time.” But the periodic times of
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn are all known
and are of short duration. Even if
we apply the periodic time to the con-
junctions of the planets the objection
still holds good. The times of the
conjunctions are known and are com-
paratively short. 8o that attraclive
as is the theory of Kepler, we must
dimiss it, and look elsewhere.

There is one staor which fulflls all
the conditions. (a) It was in an espe-
clal sense the Magl's star. (b) It has
a periodie time.  (c) Its revolution is
of indefinite length, (d) It was In the
slgn Plsces at the birth of our Lord,
(e) I belleve we can find & peculiar-
ity by which it could be called “His
Star.” That star was Sirius, the
brightest in the firmament of heaven.

Before we can arrive at our final
conclusion it is neressary to learn
something about the Wise Men, or
| Magl. Who were the Magi? Where
did they come from?

The etymology of the word Magl 1s
involved in much doubt. It is gener-
ally supposed to be primarily a ¥Per-
sian word, but the Persian is only a
form of the original. Our word Magus,
of which Magl is the plural, Is but the
Latin rendering of the Greek Magos,
the Persian of which is probably Maz.
Maz js cognate to Maj In Major, Mag
in Magonus and Meg In Megas (Raw-
Mason). “It Is an (stensitive and
means much or all.” In Ahura-Maz-da,
Persian name for God, It means the
all wise or all powerful

It is clear, however, that the Per

slans borrowed the word, as Lthey as-
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sholr go Hierusalem,” which shows
the Irish belief that the Drulds were
Magilans.

It Is & matter of history that part of
the Gaels or Irish jn the westward
movement of the race returned by
the valley of the Danube and settled
in Asla Minor. They prefixed their
own name to Asia, and ealled their
abode Gael-Asia, or Galatla, as it came
to be spelled.

Whether the Drulds or Magl to
whom the Star of Bethlehem appeared
were residents of Ireland, SBcythia, or
Galatia 1s immaterial, for they were
all the same Gaeliec race. Having, as
I hope, made it clear that it was to
the Gaelic priests or Drulds that the
star of Bethlehem appeared, let us go
back to prinfitive times, when Mag-
ism was incorporated with Zoraster
ism.

Besides Ahura-Mazda there were
the Amesha-Spentas, or “the Immor-
tal Holy Ones.” There was a third
class lower than the Amesha-Spentas,
Among this class were Mithra and
Tistrya. Mithra was , the spirit of
light, or the sun. Tistrya was the
spirit of the brightest star in the
firmament, or Sirius. Ultimately
Mithra became associated with Abura-
Mazda and placed almost on an equal-
ity with him. S0 we may exclude
AMithra from. our calculations. Tis
trya, next to the Divinity, became the
object of the Magl's reverence. Sirlus
was his star, and thus became to the
Magi “the star.”

Balaam, the Rab Mag, Chief Maglan,
or Arch Druld of hia time, was a
prophet like larbopel of the Gaels. In
his propbecy. which still livea, he ut-
tered, under the lnspiration of Jeho-

weak, was short of breath and was

troubled with bloating after eating, .. 47

and my limbs were badly swollen,
One doctor told me it would finally
turn to Bright’s disease. 1 was laid
up at one time for three weeks. |
had not taken Doan’s Kidney Pills
more than three days when the dis-
tressing aching across my back dis-
appeared and later all the other symp-
tome left me."”

For sale by all druggists. Price 50
cents per box. Foster-Milbura Co.,
Buffalo, N. Y.

Forcing Plants to Bloom. L]

The method of forcing flowers by
putting the plants, for example, liiacs,
under chloroform or ether for & time
to arrest the sap, and then placing
them in a hothouse to bloom, i8 com-
ing Into use in Germany, and a
French grower, M. Aynird, of Mount-
peliar, has made a striking experi-
ment which proves its efficacy, says
the Loandomn Globe. A budding llisc
was put uynder fumes of ether, with
the exception of some boughs protect-
ed by glass tubes from the anaesthet-
te. On placiag it in the forcing bouae
it. soon burst Into bloom, all but the
protected boughs, which remalved n
the bud. The experiment can be made
with budding twigs of the willow cut
from the tree and kept In water. Eth-

erized twigs produce oatskins, while |

the others continue i the bud.

The College Yell Has Ita Use.

It is doubtful whether the army of
any couniry oa earih
hardeat were Lhere no
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of thelr duty to the lastitution of their
characier of students, by the Bulter
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omage and black, olive and bloe,
whichever Lthe case may ba; the Lool-
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recilatlion — awelled by the throat of
each of them - of (hat pecullarity an-
Morary and unmusical compositioa,
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similated the priesthood, from the | vah, “The star shall come out of Je
Birtus was “the star” to all the

change of location in the heavensa, No
douht the motion was a movement in
its orbhit. This will appear more plain-

Modiana, and the Medians received it
from the Accadiana, who inhabited the
country afterwarda called Babylomia
The Accadiana were the “ 'Highlagd-
orx’ who descended from the moun-
tainows region of Elam™ (Sayee).
The statement of the evangelist,
“There came wise men from the east
to Jerusalem,” may seem to militate
against this view, but In reality 0t
strengthens I The phrase Is apo an-
atola, “from the east.™ Apo la A prep-
osition of severance. [t meang “far
from,” when motion is excinded, as
in this instance. (See Liddell &
Seott, Greek Dictiomary). [ia relation
ja to something extermal. Had the
Magl lived In the east the prepoaition
meed would be “ek.” Apo "marks in
strictness the separation of objecta
externalfly; not in or within another,
for in respect to such ek is nsed”
(Robinsom: Lexicom of the New Tes-
Indeed apo not Infrequently

eob. "
Magians. The stara aymbofized kings
ar rolers. He whom Birius aymbol
ised, therefore, would be greatest of
all kings.

It we could conaeet Sirlus ia aay
way with Jacob at the time of the
Nativity there could be mo guestion
as to the star of Bethlehem. And we
cAdn do Iit. The L(welfth sign of the
Fodiac was Plecean. And Plisces was
the Bign of Palestine, or Jacoh, or
land of Judea. That part of the heav-
ens known as Plsces presented a most
remarkable spectacie at the time of
the Nativity. There the splendor
of the heavens appeared to culminate.
The sun seemed to shine with a
deeper effnigence. Meteors, precar
sors of pome mighty event, fashed
athwart the sky. Comets shot from
ont the darkness of space and llumi
nated the sign with their flery flow,

IR 1o not tree that Dowle sewt 8
Thanksgiving turkey to esch of the
New York reporters whn wers as-

tament).

IV—The star was not a conjunction
of planets. This is the most feasible
as well as fascinating theory, It Is

Kepler.

) f'h‘ tiise favorites Mke | more correct tramsiation of the
SRS Flowse That Jack Duilt” “OM | phrase; it is, “The time of the star
¢ Hubbatd” eic, His gwn trea- | that appeared.” But the literal rem-
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Ireland and the Century Dictionary.)
From Scuit comes “Beut,” a term of
derision, referring to the short gar
ment or kelt of the Seot (Irish).
hefore
n et

E

0T
i

;

“.
;_

|
=
*

f!

;
§

o
i a
al e l

. il 8"
sl (i iy
e - .
r Jpid o
5 . T

i L .
g '.“_a'e";-r.' :
M
T

Fid

1
g L

T i O

i 5 L, o - 8

e i i

:
g

i
gad

l




