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| be said pleasantly. “You gave us quite

{ CHAPTER XIV.—(Continued.)

We hurried on to Havre, Nita, Thor
fane and I, and took passage on La
Touraine for New York.

At my suggestion, Nita had engaged
& maid, and as she was an elderly,
@our-visaged female, she served every
purpose of chaperon as well as of pre-
serving appearances.

Once in New York I sought the
major. I found him at the club and he
mearly fell in a heap on the floor when
fe¢ beheld me,

“By Gad!” he exclaimed, rushing to
me, wringing hy hands, tears stream-
ing down his face and his whole frame
trembling. “Dick! Wilberton, old fel-
low, how did you do it? We heard
you were dead, you know."”

“Heard | was dead, eh? Well, I'm
@ lively dead man, major. I've got
what I went after, and more, too.
Had all sorts of adventures and nar-
row escapes. Brought back Maubl-
keck, whose name is Henry Thorlane,
and Nita Barlottl, whose name is Alice
Graviscourt.”

“No! Gad! Is it so? Have you got
the proof?”

“Proof enough. We must see Charles
Blgmotta at once. | need another bit
of testimony from him, and then we'll
tackle Graviscourt and knock him
out.”

1 showed the major the locket and
pin and read to him the statements of
Antonio Sigmotta and Dambo.

“You returned just in time,” said
the major, grimly. “The wedding s
mow surely on the way. ] have learned
gince you left the true Inwardness of
Broughton's preference for Gravis
oourt. It seems that Droughton's
means are much more limited than we
bave supposed, and he has from time
to time borrowed money from Gravis-
court, giving him a mortgage on his
house as security. He has gone to the
wall financlally, and Graviscourt
pushes his clalm to Edith, promising
Broughton to cancel all dr{)tl the day
she becomes his bride. She held out
firmly until the news came that you
died in Bardinla of some fever, and
then the poor girl gave up the Aght
and conaented to be a sacrifice to save
bor father. Bul you are In time, boy
-~you are In time. Edith Joves you,
and you only. Do up Graviscourt and
the fold ls yours.”

“What about Nita?™ [ asked., “She
s now at the same hotel as Thorlane
mad I, but it doesan’t ook just—"

“Naot at all, boy; not at all. My ails-

ter, Mra. Dabner, |a just the one. Bhe

will be glad to receive her as a guest,
and, of course, her wedding must be
in my sister's home. [ will see Nellleo
alt once.”

True to hia promise, the major saw
hia sister, and she readily assented to
his plan. That evening Nita was es
eorted to Mra. Dabner's house, where
ahe remained until she became Mra
Henry Thorlane,

When 1 left the club, 1 was hurry:
ing throogh the street, when lo! |
saw Edith Broughton coming toward
me, with a couple of small packages
in her arms. And she was alone. My
death had freed her from all danger,
In Bronghton's eyes, and she was now
allowed to go shopping alone. 1 looked
abont me hurriedly, and saw a door
way that was somewhat dark and se
claded, 1 waited near It, and when
Edith came up | selzed her, whisked
her into that doorway, and proceeded
to hug and klas her in a fashion that
partially recompensed me for the long
period of waltihg [ had undergone. At
first she was frightened nearly out of
her wita, but when she realized who
it was that had her fast, the darling
put her arms around my neck and met
me Tairly half way, dropping her bun-
dlea in her excitement.

“Dick! Dariing Dick!” sha eried.
*They told me you were dead.” Klsses.

*“1 dom’t look very dead, do I,
darling?” More kissea, “I have come
back to take you away from that fel
low, Graviscourt, and mno nonsense
abont It mnow, either, I've learned
eourace since [ left New York, and
you will be my wife now if I have to
kil Graviscourt and your respected
parents to get you!”

“Oh, Dick, darling, what an escape
va had! If you'd been a Jittle later
I'd have married him to save papa.
Oh! think of it, Dick.”

“Don't do it Think of me.
are gure youn love me?”

“0Oh, Dick!” reproachfuallly,

I kizssed her again. Her face was
guffoeed with blushes. Her hat was

Yon

A scare, young man."

“Not I superintendent, but my
friends did it for me,” I replied. Then
I launched Into the object of our visit,

Byrnes listened attentively while I
told him the whole story, omitting
nothing which in the smallest degree
borée upon the mystery of Alice Gravis-
court and Nita Barlottl. He listened
attentively, with his eyes fixed stead-
ily upon my face. Then I read the
statements of Antonio Bigmotta and
Dambo and exhibited the pin and
locket with the miniature photograph.
The major and Thorlane were as keen
in listening as if it was the first time
they had heard these things.

When I had finished, the superin-
tendent sald:

“I do not see that anything is lack-
ing except the confession of Charles
Bigmotta. You have now enough to
conviet him, but it would be difficult
to connect the man Graviscourt with
| the crime, The identification of Nita
Barlottl as Alice Graviscourt seems to
be pretty well established, and if
Charles Sigmotta was dead, you could
| glve Graviscourt quite a fight. But
with Sigmotta's own confession you
will overwhelm him so utterly that he
will have no loophole of escape.”

“That Is just the way we look at It,”
I replied, “and we came to you to get
your advice as to the best way to ob-
tain Sigmotta’'s confession.”

The superintendent thought a mo-
ment.

“There Is no doubt, is there, major,”
he sald, “that the druggist Tortoni is
Charles Sigmotta?"

“Not the least,” replled the major.
“I identifled him before Wilberton and
Thorlane went away, and Dambo's
statement verifies mine."” 2

“Tortonl the druggist went away on
the same day that Mallgni did,” I sald.
“l do mot know whether he has re
turned or not.”

“It will not take long to learn,” sald
the superintendent. “But first let us
get at what we want to do with him.
Undoubtedly the man deserves the
severest punishment that can be
meted outl to him under the law. The
fact that his murderous Intention was
trugtrated by his brother does not
make his act any the less helnoua.”

“True,” I sald. “But the punishment
of Bigmotia |ls not the end sought. It
is Graviscourt we want. I do not think
woa need to do much with Sigmotia,
who probably did what he was em-
ployed to do. 1 would be willing to let
up on him for the sake of getilng at
the absolute truth In regard to the
whole matter.”

“1 wnee,” sald the superintendent.
“And armed thus, you will proceed
against Oraviscourt?™ !

“With that I have nothing to dol' |
replied. "My duty la ended the mo-
ment the truth Ils established. The
case then goos to Nita Barlottl and
her aManced huoaband, Heamary Thor
lane. [ trust them (o regaln her
rights.”

Thorlane smiled grimly.

“Would it nhot be a good plan to go
to Tortonl's drug store and confront
him with the facts we have already
learned and squeeze him wuntil he
squeala T’

Byrnea langhed,

“l sew you have the vernacular,” he
sald, “dput 1 think I can show you a
better sgqueesing trick than that. Let

me have the papern.” He rang a bell
and an ofMcer entered. “What Is the

addresa of the drug store?’ asked Lhe
superintendent.

I told him.

He wrote something on a plece of
paper and handed it to the officer.

“Go to that addresa and bring the
man here at once, if you can find him,"”
he sald.

The oMicer saluled and wenl out.

in about Afteem minutes, during
which time [ had produced some
cigars and we all sat smoking, he re
turned with a shivering, demoralized,
oplum-acented, whisky-rotten wretch,
who quailed before the steely gaze of
the superintendent. Then his eyes
fell on the major, and he starlied, for,
after all the years, the fallen phyzi-
clan recognized the man of the world.

“8it down,” sald the guperintendent,
and the quivering wretch fell into a
chair.

At the superintendent’'s command a
stenographer now quietly made his ap-
pearance and sat near his chief, with

pencil ready.

“What fa your rame?” asked the
superintendent.

“Tortonl,” waa the reply, with a side
look at the major to see If he nailed
the lie.

“'M! What was It before it was
Tortoni?" asked the superintendent,

The wretch writhed In his chalr.

“Bpeak quick,” sald Byrnea. "“Tt will
be better for you.”

“l waa boran Tortomnl,” sald the fel-
low, doggedly.

“Ah! Then how 4id yom come to
adopt the name Bigmotta, under which

awry. She was baif langhing and | you practiced medicine?” asked the

half crying in her happiness.
“Some one will see us, Dick,” she

sald, finally. “Do call a carriage and
take me home.”
Bo 1 ealled a carriage, and, putting

day following that wupon
ved in New York, a
wonded our way fo

superintendent, blandly.

The Itallan turned ashy white and
shook with fear,

“Do yom know why you were
brought here?’ asked the superintend-
ent.

Sigmotta shook his head.

“No,” he muttered

“To answer to the charge of mur

der.”
Sigmotta Jeaped to hias feet and

stood Iike a wild animal, panting be-

fore the calm man of clubs.

“It Ia & Me!™ he cried, hoarsely. “A
foul He! Of whose murder am I ac-
cuged? Who is my accuser?”
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QUEER PEOPLE OF THE WORLD

Definitions Unfamiliar to Most Geo-
graphical Students.

If a person were confluned to one
the best one (o0 choose
would be a dictionary, since it gives
an Iinkling of every art, science or
profession known {0 mankind. A study
of the dictionary is always interesting
and imnstructive, and a slmple turning
of its pagea will acquaint us with
many things of which we have never
previounsly heard. Notice what a fund

| of information is contained in the fol-

lowing definitions: .

Amphiscians are the people who In-
habit the tropics, whose shadows In
one part of the year are cast to the
north and im the other to the south,
according as the dyn 18 north or south
of their zenith.

The Antiscians are the Inhabitants
of the earth living on different sides
of the equator, whose shadows at noon
are cast In contrary directiong. Those
living north of the equator are antis-
cians, to those llving south of that
line, and vice versa. The shadows on
one side are cast toward the north and
upon the other toward the south,

The Asclans are the people who live
In a land where, at a4 certain time of
each year, they have no shadows at
noon, All the imhabitants of the tor-
rid zone are Ascians, they having a
vertical sun twice a year.

The Periscians are the Inhabitants
of the polar circle, whose shadows,
during some portions of the summer,
must in the course of the day move
entirely around and fall toward every

polint of the compass.

FOX, HAWK AND CAT.

Mix-Up Resulted Disastrously for Blrd
of Prey.

Foxes are not easily domesticated.
They are distrustful creatures, and al-
ways pine for freedom; but in rare In-
slances reynard loses his wildness and
responds, after a fashion of his own,
to human kindnesa. Of such a one a
dally paper tells a pretty story:

Ned Is a tame fox so well tralned
and of such good Intentions that he
will not touch any of the poultry on
the place, Chickens feed near his box,
and he acts as ([ he liked thelir soclety.
Doubtlens they serve to render his
confinement less Irksome,

One morning recently a large chick-
en-hawk swooped down and caught a
chicken close to the box where the
fox is chained. Ned, hearing the nolse,
sprang out and ecaught the hawk by
the leg. The bird released the ehick-
en and settied Il free claw deep Into
the fox’s nose, Reyoard squealed, but
he hung to the hawk's leg.

At this moment a cat’ that had be-
come attached to the fox heard Ned's
orles of pain, and rushing out she
sprang uwpon the hawk and clawed ita
back, That made the bawk let go the
fox's nose very suddemly to proteat
Itaalf from this new foo. It tried to
claw the cat, and while thus eagaged,
the fox set his teeth into Its head and
shook the life out of It,

Soon after this Ned and the eal were
seen lylng down alde by alde, In great
amity and contentment.—Youlh's Com- '
panion.

A "MAN OF STEADY HABITA"

EBut the Habits Wers Not SBuch as to
Recommend Him.

It was a very angry man who met
an acqualntance on the street the
other day. “I thought you told me
that D, was a man of steady habits”
were hia first words following the
nsual salntation. “l sald I required a
man of absolutely steady habita, and |
yon were very positive In your assur
ance that the man In question was
auch a one.”

“Well, haa he proved otherwisa?”

“Why. man, he is drunk all of the
time; in fact, [ do not think he has
drawn a sober breath since he has
been with me.”™

“Then what are you jumping on me
for? Your own statement bears out
just what [ told you about him. 1
have known I». for the past ten
months, and | know that he has been
drunk during all of that period, and
if that ien’t being a ‘man of steady
habits,” I'd like to know what it is?”

How He Met the Crisis.

When David Graham Phillipa,
anthor of "Her Serene Highness,” was
A very young man, he applied for
work on a Cincinnati paper. |

“What can you do?” sald the editor.

“l can try anything,” replled the

yOung man.
Thinking to rid himself of farther

importunitiea for an assignment, the

editor said:

“Weli, write an article on bread.”
It was a trying moment for the am-
bitlous youngster, but he never fllnch- |
ed. All that night he collected ma-
terial, and the next day reported to
the surpriged editor with a bright and
newsgy article om “The Bakeries of

The young reporter was immediate-
Iy engaged.

Bullivan’s New Amusameant
John J. Bullivan distingnished him.

self the other day by throwing A hand.

ful of momey Into a crowd. You are
improving, John. Once your boast
was that you had “momey to throw to
the birds.” Throwing it to people Is
mneh better, but don't throw any bad
moneay, John—Exchange, '

N T— ]}
Moon's Highest

Mountain. ‘

" Hon. Hugh Crea, Judge Nealson, Altor

{

Carilyle Man Figures Fortune From
Pecans, If All Goes Well.

A pecan orchard will be planted by
Bdward Case of Carlyle from which
he anticipates a large revenue. He
will plant 1,000 trees of this kind on
a forty-acre tract of land in the Kas-
kaskia river bottoms, which Is lllh-'
ject to overflow, hence it is practically
worthless for anything else excepting
ralsing pecans. Mr. Case figures that
in about twenty years from now pecan
trees will be scarce. About this time
his trees will be ylelding from two to
three bushels of nuts each, which
means & revenue of not less than.$5,-
000 for the seasom, providing all of
the trees yleld.

ALTON ROAD BUILDS BRIDGES

Completes One at Berdan and Starts
Another at Riverdale.

The Chicago & Alton has completed
a massive steel girder bridge at Ber-
dan and has started work on a similar
structure at Riverdale, near Macoupln.
The Riverdale bridge will consist of
three spans, two spans of forty-eight
fest and one span of thirty-five feet
Jength. The welght of the steel part
of the bridge will be 110,000 pounds,
The floor of the bridge will be bulit
of creosoted timber and will be cov-
ered with fifteen Inches of ballast. |
The new structure will be bullt and
set In place without foterfering with
the old one until the new Is complet-

ed.

Home for Masons. {

The Bpringflield lodges of the Ma-
sonle fraternitly are contemplating the
erection of a bullding for their use.
Springfield lodge, No. 4, was the In-
stigator of the movement and all the
other organizationa have acted favor
ably except Elwood commandery,
Knlghts Templars, and the latter ls ex-
pected to enter into the proposition.
The proposition Is to purchase a plece
of ground lying just north of the First
Presbylerlan church on  Beventh
street near Capltol avenue, It belng
60x140 feet In mrea. No plans have
been made for the bullding as yet, but
it has been decided that It ‘Ill be de-
voted exclusively to Masonic uses,

I
Honor Aged Judge.

On his retirement from the offica of
county judge Willlam L. Hammef,
who served two terms, was presented
with a gold-headod, ebony cane by
members of the Macom counly bar,

poys Mclntosh, Mills and Leforgee and
Judges Vall and Johns made compli
mentary remarks, as did also the new
judge, O. W. Bmith. Judge Hammer,
who is past B0 years of age, was vis-
ibly affected by the testimonials of re-

gard.

Big Warehouse.

The Illinois Olass company al
Alton I8 planning to erect a hig ware-
bouse at its plant to augment the
storage capacity of the warehouses.
The new bullding will be 3402120 feet
and will Increase the floor room of the
warehouse aystem onethird. The
building will be constructed principal
ly of steel and. the steel structural
work I8 now on the way to Alton.
Work of erecting the new warehouse
will be started soon as the steel struc-
tural work arrives,

Electric Light Contract.

At a recent meeting of the Taylor
ville eity councll A contract was en-
tered into for five years between thaL
ety and the Taylorville Electric com-
pany for sireet lighting. The electric
company will furnish twenty 2,000
candle-power arc lights for §50 each
per year and 170 40 candle-power in-

candescent lights at $20 each per year.
&
Boy Workers Are Scarce.

Preparations are being made for the
resumption of work In factory Ne. 1
at the glass worksa in Alton. The fac-
tory L.a been idle all seasom be
caunse of the scarcity of boys, who
are needed to assist in operating the
furnace. All the other factories at
the glass works are running full ea-

pacity.

Progressive Minere,
The members of the miners’ union

in the village of New Baden have pur

a onestory structure. The build-
1 be eet wide and 70 feet

40 f
in length. The cost will be $3,600.
On

One Woman.
stockholders in the new
and trust company 49
and only one woman is in the
holders. The backers of
financial insfitntion are some

the most prominent and
business men In Altom. w

Monroe County Farmers. .
'l_'ll Monros county farmers’ instl-

tuats closed itz session at Waterloo af-

The highest mountafn in the moom

| et tonst 35,000 fout I botght; that
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Say They Are Resorts for Disreputable mum .

Persons Who Never Work.
Chief of Police Young of Alton has
placed a ban on all so-called “clubs,”
where men congregate to drink beer

and disturb the neighbors. He m]

that so0 many vagrants have been form-

ing clubs for the purpose of getting in- |

toxicated that it has becomeé neces
sary to suppress them and that hereaf-
ter all persons frequenting such places
will be prosecuted. Some of the re-
sorta are sald to be the gathering
places of notorious crooks from the
vichnity of Alton, and that none of the
frequenters of the places are ever
known to employ themselves in useful

| industrial pursults,

No Spitting.

The Springfield board o1 health has
had posted on tlegraph poles and in
conspicuous places throughout the city
& notice calling attention to the city
ordinance against expectorating on
sldewalks and In public places. After
remalning dormant for three years the
mayor's attention was called to the ex-
isting ordinance by a recent try to De-
catur, where a similar law Is rigidly
enforced. Police officers have been
given lostructions to first warn and
then arrest offenders.

Farmers' Elevator Destroyed.
The Highland Farmers’' Mutual
Benefit Association elevator at High-
land was destroyed by fire. There
were 11,000 bushels of wheat and
about 1,000 bushels of corn In the ele

vator at the time. The total loss Is |

entimated at $15,000;: I(psurance, $13,-
000. The fire started In the engine
room from & spark of the furnace
The company wlill rebulld as soon as

posslble,

Alten Humane Soclety.
At the seml-annual meeting of the

Alton Humane Boclely reports were |

made of work done by the soclety.
Bcorea of cases of suffering has been
Investigated and rellef given. Many
children were provided with homes
through the medium of the humane
soclety, and many cases of crueity to
éblldren were Investigated and meas
ures adopted lo render conditions of
sulfering children more tolerable

Travela Far to Marry.

county, waa married on BSeplomber
29 at Manila, P. L, to Miss Dalay Cross,
daughter of T, J. Croas, alsp of Perry
county, The young lady made the
Journey alone to the Philippine Is
lands to marry her lover, Mr, Dem-
mar s a government teacher sia
tioned at Bigaa, Dulacan proviace

Al the recent sesalon of the Haangs
mon County Teachers' [nstitute tLae
following officers were eslected t0
merve through the coming year: Presi
dent, Edgar C. Prultt of Bpringfield;
vice president, Warren Taylor of
Bpringfleld. secretary, Anna Carbes
ry of Bpringfield junciion; (ressurer,
Bemjamin Miteheall of Loami.

Adamas County Teachers
The Adams County Teachers' asso
ciation has elected A. A. Baton of Lo
raine aa s president, Robert A. Hen-

ry of Augusta vice president and Jes- |

nie Brackenalck of Mendon secretary.
B. A. VanDyke of Mendon, Frank Wil
lama of Camp Point and Ella Randall
and J. T. SBimmions of Quincy com-
pose the executive committee,

Btate Sunday BSchoelsa.

The axecutive committes of the 111-
nois State Sunday Behool association
held & session at the Presbyterian
church in Danville. The
showed that ninety-five counties of the
102 in the state had held conventions:
that recelipta for the past six months
were §4520; that all bills are paid,
leaving a balance of §4685.50.

Well Kmown Minister Dies,
Rev. Henry Y. Kallar died at his
home in Effingham of heart disease,
in his 78th year. He was a minister

labored Ia California, Kentocky, In-
diana and linofs,

More Land for Academy.
Col. A. M. Jacksomn, for the West-
ern milliary academy,
Mack Clayton seven

while working In the mission

Thlht,htﬂhw.lﬂt“w‘_ ;, 2
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This congregation, numbering
800 souls has guaranteed 600 for
support to the .m:h“

Judge 8. P. Kane, and it was 08 :
mously decldeu to send the v s TR
Dr. Ryjubart will visit Spriogfield for =

s month next spring before
for her work.

8t Clalr Teachars.

The program for the meeting of '
Dee.

Bt Clalr county tLeachery’

o be held at East 5t Louls,
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