Oupyrighs, 1896, by Hospay Bonsun's BONE.
' CHAPTER X.

*Mutterelll, | want to ask youn a

question.™

It was the second day of my re-
nowed life and I felt much stronger,
Mutterelll

with a feeling of amusement as he
puttered arocund, doing this and that

“There
is o law in the grotto to compel me

and had been watching

for his own comfort and mine.
“Ask it, signor,” he replied.

40 answer it if I don't want to.”
“No,” I sald.

really killed Pacho Maligni?”
Bverything dropped from Mutter-
@lll's hands, and he stared at me,
seemingly overcome with surprise.
“Who killed—who—who killed Ma-
ligniT What is that, signor? Oh, yes,
I forgot. No, signor, 1 do not know
who killed Maligni. You did not kill
bim ™
“No,” I replied. *I swear it. I did
not even see him struck. [ was out-
silde of the villa making my way to
the gate with Nita Bariotti, when I
heard him cry out and heard the
alarm given. I saw him when I was
on the balcony, but he got up from his
chair and left the room. The next
time I saw him, he was lylog dead. |
am as much in the dark about it as
any one,"”
Mutterelll whistled.
“This I8 news to me, signor. 1|
thought, of course, you killed Malignl.
But if you did wot, then who the deuce
did ™
“I don’t know. That Is what | want
to know."
“You shall know, signor,” sald Mut-
terelll, and his jaw snapped. *“Nearly
a month has bwen wasted, In which,
perhaps, 1 could have run the mur:
derer down and set you frec, Dut |
will do It yet, signor. Do not fear,
f will know who the murderer of Ma-
ligni is In less than sixteen days
more."”
“¥Find him.,” | pald, “and the twenty-
five thousand Jire that | promised
you shall be doubled.”
“Ah! Thank you, signor. Muller-
elll Is falthful, but he is poor. There

fore bo Is grateful. |1 must see
Brother Michael today. If 1 can find
him.*

The last sentence scemed to be an
afterthought. My own opilnion was
that If the wily Motterelll wanted to
soe Prother Michael he would not
need to go far—a mirror would show
him the Jesuit's face.

That afternoom Muallerelll went
away and did not return ontll long
into the night. When he did come In,
he breathed heavily, and seemed like
A man who bad been drinking much
wine.

I lay there In sllence walching him,
a8 In the dim light of the candle he
moved aboul preparing to go (o bed.

In & far corner of the grotin, apon
somae boards laid lengthwilse, some
fuars like those om which | lay had
besan placed. [U/pon thia rude couch
Mutterelll stretched himself, and waa
s00n snoring away as I he was repos-
ing on the softest bed In his probably
comforiahle home in Clenom. And as |
thought of it | langhed softly to my-
self. It was probably a strange place
for Mntterelll to be sleeping. Yet
more than that, the thought came to
me that it was a strange conch for a
monk. And langhing again at Mut
terelli’a clumay attempia to deceive
me, | fell asleep

The days pas=ed slowly aflter this,
yet 1 mended rapidly, and my return
ing strengih bronght renewed ambi-
tiom and stronger determination to
carry to a suwccesaful lsswe the pur
poses that had brought me to Sar
dinia. But | could get nothing out
of Mutterelli. 1 plied him with ques-
tions abont the monk and about the
prefetto and about Nita Barlottl, bat
all 1 got, day after day, were reiter
ated cantions about leaving the grot-
to and vagne and misty sentences
about great plana being laid for my
benefit by Mutterelll and “Brother
Michael.” :

Nita Barlottl was still at the conmn-
try residence of the prefetto, and Mat.
terelll Informed me that it was ™
mored that she would soon become
the bride of Count di Pordino. 1
could not see how or wherein the
count was Aany improvement over
Pacho Maligni, but Mutterelll par
tially reassured me by saving that
the connt wonld not bhe allowed to wed

her, for when he and Brother Michael
had got my affairs straightened out,
they wonld attend to the case of the
'Comnt di Pordino and his proposed
marriage.

ANl this was pacifying and almost

satisfying in the early days of my
convalescence, but there came a day
when [ was no longer weak, and when
the blood, full of life, rashing throungh
my body, gave me vigor and a desire
to go outside again Into the world
and see for myself what was gofng on,
and do for myself what T had become
convinced no one else wounld be able
to do for me.
" It was on one of these days, when
‘Mutterelll was away, that the spirit
of nnrest selzed me, and I grew Im-
'patient and nervous at my enforced
fdlenesn.

Mutterelll, with his nsual regard for

“But there is no rea-
sok why you should not tell me this,
it you know. Have you any idea who
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present difficulty. |
entrance in my aimless ramble,
to see letters carved In the rock away

“HENRY THO
I Will Avenge.”

The same .words and in the same
form as I had found them in the cell
in the Torre dell Elefante,

Henry Thorlane then, was no
doubt the former occupant of the
cave. But now a puzzling question
| arose: When could he have carved
these letters in the grotto? Previous
to his arrest he would, for all I knew,
| taking Mutterelli’s story into the mat.
ter, have no cause for vengeance. And
Mutterelll had said that he was in the
monastery, from which there could
be no escape, Yet there was his
namé and his motto—his war-cry—
carved in letters that would last for
centuries, in the marble rock before
me. Omne of two things was certain.
Mutterelll did not know all the story
before Thorlane's arrest, or he did
not know what had happened after
ward. It was possible that Thorlane
had escaped, made his home in the
grotto, and had been captured again.
Or—and as | thought this, my heart
stood still a second—what If Mutterel-
I was right and Thorlane had been
put in the monastery and bhad galned
the comfidence of the superior and
had joined the order unknown to the
prefetto or anybody outside the Jesuit
circle inside the monastery walls! And
If so, then, perbaps, Mutterelll was
Mutterelll and po one else, and the
monk who had rescued me was Henry
Thorlane,

8till pondering upon this, 1 began
to look still farther for evidence of
Henry Thorlane's occupancy. | found
no more letters, but | did find a trap-
door., My fingers came in cootlact
with an lron ring. 1 koew It must
have been placed there for a purpose.
I pulled it. It did mot move, and |
lighted a candle, for the ring was In
a dark portion of the grotto, and
closely examined the place. 1 found
that the ring was fastened to a wood-
en cover, which was beld in place by
two large pleces of rock which were
lald upon It. These | rolled away,
and the trap-door came up easlly. The
opeing thus made led into a small,
cellar-llke hole, and lying on the foor
was a wooden box or cheap kind of
trunk. | managed to get this out, and
openod L. It cosotalned clothing of
various kinds, masks, beards, wigs, In
fact, everything that was needed for a
complete disguise. And as |1 exam-
Inod this most fortunate find | chuck-
led aloud.

I would be free!

And Nita Barlotti should at last
know who she wan, and be placed In
possession of her own.

Circumstances seemed to favor me.
Mutterelll came to the grotto late In
the afternoon of the day om which |
found the trunk of clothing, and re
mained to supper.

After supper wo smoked In sllence.
MuttrelN finished his clgaretle and
scemed to be preparing to leave.

“"You are golog away, Mutterelli™ 1
aald.

“Yea, signor,
tonight.”

I did not want him back, and when
at last he had taken his departure |
again opened the trap door and took
out the trunk. [ pulled ont the entire
contents and epread them over the
floor of the grotto, that I might more
sucreasfully choose the most complete
disgnise,

Having made my selection, 1 pro
ceeded to put on first & pair of heavy
shoea. | doffed my prison suit and
enfolded myself in the most akliifully
devised walst or vest that could have
been made. It waa a staffed affalr,
and, fitting close to my fignre, made
me look at least forty pounda heavier
than [ really was. | pulled a pair of
long, much-worn black trowsers onto
my lega, and over the stuffed vest |
put a long black coat. 1 found a black
beard, with a long, hiack, curling mas-
tache, that easily fitted my face, and
could be securely fastened on by mois-
tening with my breath some gummed
sirips on the under side

My eyebrows were brown, but 1|
found plenty of cosmetics and dyeing
materials, and soon made my eye-
browa matich the beard in color.
Having thoroughly convinced mysell
that 1 was under a complete disgnise,
1 set out from the grotto, first making
np some unimportant things into a
pack, and slinging it over my shoulder
on a stick.

| passed a few people, none of whom
pald any attentiomn to the weary old
Jew plodding along on his way to Cag-
Hari.

It was about eleven o'clock when 1
arrived at a point near the villa of
the prefetto, and I stood A moment as
if resting. Several persons passed me,
none of whom looked at me the sec-
ond time. But a map passed me at
whom [ looked again and again.

He was a smaill man, an Italian, and
wore mustaches, waxed and curled to
pointa. [ recognized him at once, It
was Dambo, the man whom [ had seen
in Madison Square Garden set fire to
the rope of Barlotti’s trapeze. What
devilment might he be up to now, and
what, perhaps, did he know about Ma-
ligni’s death?

I resolved to follow him, and, pick-
ing up my pack, I plodded along be-
hind him. ;

He led me along the road, and then

I shall not be back

was surprised, when approaching

to the right of the arch. Stepping
to this spot, I read the words easily,

3
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and then [ noticed that the soft
had none of Mutterelli's 1
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Do you
know that your life Is In danger?

“1 know It, Brother Michael,” I
“but look at the retreating
skulking along the fence of the
fetto’s grounds. Can you see
well1”

“I see him, son.”

“His name is Dambo. I saw
man make a deliberate attempt to kill
Nita Barlottl in New York, He preb-
ably knows more about the murder of
Maligul than he would care to tell. No
doult he will kill the girl now if he
has an opportunity.”

Brother Michael seemed lest In
thought for & moment,

“Me is a dangerous man, son,” he
sald Anally. “Come, Pet us meet this
Dambo and learn from him something
of his purpose here.”

I followed the monk, and together
we went around the prefetto’s grounds
to meet Dambo in the rear. When he
saw us coming he stood a moment as
if Irresolute, and the monk motioned
for him to approach.

“My son,” sald the monk, who was
now firmly fixed In my mind as Heary
Thorlane, “your movements around
the villa of the prefetto have been
watched with suspicion. Danger lurks
in the air when skulking men are
seen in shaded place. Is it not so?

Dambo bowed his head as If abashed
by the |mplied accusation of the
monk.

“It Is so, father,” he replled. *“But
no danger lurks where Dambo goes. |
comé to warn the prefetto, father.”

“To warn the prefetto, son?" sald
the monk. “This Is a strange place,
indeed, . to ind one who seeks to warn
the prefetto. You must explain bet-
téer than this your strange actioms,
son."”

“1 know whom | would meet, fath-
er,” replled the wlly scoundrel. *1
have seen you of late walking around
the prefetto's grounds outside the wall
I know you were friendly to the pre
fetto, and that | might trust you. |
came Lo meet you, father, and through
you convey my warning to the pre
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| ILLINOIS FARMERS' INSTITUTE
Executive Committee Beeks Seed Comn

for Prize Contesta Next Fall.

The executive committee of the I |
nols State Farmers’ institute has held
& meeting in Springfield and outlined
the program for the next meeting of
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Randolph Farmaere Select Men to Lead
in Work the Coming Year.

The Randolph county farmers' In-
stitute, in session at Sparta, ad-
journed after electing the following
officers: George W. Orlson, Bparta,

the institute, which is to be held in | president; J. ‘B. Bratney, Preston,

Blomington during February next.
| Becretary Hostetter has been author
ized to negotiate with ralsers of seed
corn for a quantity to be given to
farmer boys and girls with which to

vice preaident; N. R. Leasly, Houston,
pecretary; Wm. M, Beattle, SBparta,
treasurer; John Breckinridge, of
Blair, Ed. I, Thompson of Hvansville,
W. C. Patton of Sparta, executive com-

mmmhrthﬂrpﬂmmmmlm!ttu. The Domestic Sclence asso-

fall. This experiment in the way of
impreving the quality of seed com
and the methods of corn growing was
very successful in Sangamon and oth- |
er counties the past year, and will be

tried again.
CHRISTENS

Remarkable Daring.
" Miss Ada Tryon, the handsome

young woman who ascended to the

top of the new smokestack of Boyce's
paper factory at Marsellles and chris
tened this lofty column of industry, is

MIBH ADA TRYON.
& telephone girl guile well known and

popular In that section. On her re-

TALL SMOKESTACK
Marsellles Telephone Girl Displays

fetto.”

mended,” sald the monk.

“Ah, son, your zeal s o be com
“But tell

turm 0 earth Mins Tryon was pre
seuted with a gold wateh and a bunch
of roses by Mr. Boyce and was made
an hoporary member of the American

me, son, what Is your message Lo the
prefetto?™

“It In thia, father. The villa of the
prefetto Ia to be attacked at midnight
~—this very night, father—by the Count
di Pordino and hia hired assassins and

Federation of Labor,
stack ls 162 feet high.

The new smoke-

Becond Crope Thrive.
W. H. Dillon, residing In a saburb

father.™

sald:

riage by his friend the prefettoT

pay the prefetto any money.”
(To be continued.)
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Early Birds.

taking a constitutional.

tleman hailed him cordially
“Good morning, Pat.™

this marmmin’?"

bandita, for the purpose of securing
the Signorina Marlott! and to carry her
away for his own evil purposea, It ls
thia that | came to tell the prefettlo,

The monk seemed to be communing
with himself for A moment. Thea bhe

“But how I» It, son, that the Count
di Pordino secka thus to desecrates the
house of the prefelto and to win his
bride by force, when It has been long
undersiond that the hand of the sig:
norina womld be glven him In mar

“Ah, father, it |a a case of money,
It seema that the prefettd has be
friended the count greally in the past,
and now he demands from the count
the payment of A large sum of money
for the signorina before he will allow
her to become the bride of Pordina
And the count, while he consenta to
this while talking to the prefetto, plots
to take the signorina by force and not

An English nobleman in Il health
waa out ome morning early, wearily
Walking
along his game preserves, he turned
A sharp corner and came fare to face
with an Iriahman who had the reputa
tion of being an inveterate poacher.
Putting his handa and whalt they
held behind him, he preserved a per
fectly virtnoua aspect, while the gen
with,

“Good marnin, yer haner. An'
phwat bringe yer hamer out so airly

of Virginia, has ripe strawberries on
his vinea, and many familles are en-
Joying the second crop of mew pola
toes, letluce and other vegelablea, A
pumpkin ralsed by Lafayeite Angler
measures five feotl slx Inchea Ia length,
six feel In ciroumference and welghs
an even 100 pounds.

Bequeaths §5 to Husband
The will of the late Mra. Lottle M.

Ramseyer of Taylorville has been filed
for probate In the counly court. Bhe
bequeath §5 to her husband, Christian
Rameeyer, and gives the residue of her
property to her wsislter, Mra. Bophia
Umbenhowar of Owaneco. Joseph
Umbenhowar is named as executor of
the will

Wants to Be Postmistress
Mra. Millie Jackson of Salem has
announced her candidacy for re-elec.
tion to the position of postmistreks of
the lllinols house of representativesa,
A position which ahe has held during
the last two sessiona. Mra. Jackson
is the widow of the late Capt. James
8. Jackson.

Killa His Cousin.

Florence Allen of Greenville, a girl
about 18 years of age, waa shot by her
cousin, Cartia Allen. Allen was ex-
Amining a 3%caliber revolver, which
was accidentally discharged, with the
resuit above noted. The girls died as
the resunilt of her injurfes

Bonus for Csal Mine.
The town of Pocahontas has ralsed
A bonus of $2,000 to secure a coal
mine, and [t s expected that work wiil
be commenced in A few weeks., BSev-
eral years agn a vein of coal over alx

gee IT 1 can get an appetite for my
hreakfast.
so early, Pat?™

“I'm just walking around, Pat, to
And what brings you out

“Och be jabbers, O'm jest a-walk-

feet in depth was found on & farm
near the railroad depot,

Christian County Teachers,
The annual meeting of the teachers

in" around to see i{ O1 can't git »
breakfasht fer me oppetite!™

tively eighty-seven

at Liege and stlll

children.

Rne de Verviers.

recently at the age of 107 years

Lost Letters In Londeon.

he climbed a wall. By this means he
could skirt the villa grounds on the

side, passing throngh ﬁz-'m ,
| property. T could not foflow N, and
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Long-Lived and Prolific Family.
It is not easy to find a family which |
has five generations, hut there is such |
a family at Ensival, near Liege. The
two oldest members are aged respee
and eighty-six
years. They had fourteen children.
Nicholas, the eldeat of these, married
livea there. His |
oldest daughter, Jeanne, married In
her tnrn and had a dasghter, who s |
alen married and the mother of three
The family's name is Viel
voye-Lognard, and Its home is In the
Sixtyfive mem- |
bera are lHving today and a paternal
oneclae of Mme. Vielvoye-Lognard dAlef

One hundred thousand letters are
posted in the wrong boxes in London

of Christlan county will be held the
Friday and Baturday following Christ-
mas. County Sapt. O. T. Bright of
Cook county will be present and deliv-
er an address, which ha will illustrate
with gtereopticon views.

Physical Directors Unite.
The physical directors of Jackson-
ville have formed a permanent organ-
, lzatlon. D. M. Doran of the school for
the blind is president and Miss Mar-
garet Johnson of the woman’s college

| mecretary and treasurer.

Bues Railway Com "
City Attormey George W, Smith of
Balem has Instliinted seven sults

clation, the women's auxiliary to the
institute, elected Mrs. Wm. A. Me-
Intyre president, Mrs. N. R. Lesasly.
vice president, Mrs. Nellle Moreland
secretary, Mrs. W, C. Patton assistant

secretary and Mrs. R. J. Cralg treas
urer

Rallroad Assessment. -

The agsregate assessment of the
rolling stock of the rallronds in the
state for this year, as practically
agreed upon by the rallroad committee
of the state board of equalization, will
be about $11,000,000, as mgainst §16,
000,000 last year. It is evident to the
committes that it has been placing
too high a valuation upon this class
of property, which deteriorates rapldly
| from year to year. The commitiee pro
poses, however, to add this reduction
of $4,000,000 to the assessment of
main track. As the distribution of
assessments of rolling stock and main
track ls the same, the plan proposed
will make no reduction or change of
| taxes.

Masonic Trustee.

Mr. P. W. Barclay of Calro has been
appointed a member of the board of
trustees of the lllinols Masonle home
lo be bullt pear Sullivan, Bome time
Ag0o a fne farm of 264 acrea in Moul-
trie county was bequeathed to the
grand lodge of lllioovls, with the pro-
viso that It be used as a site for a
home for Masons' widows and or
phans. The gift was acceplod, and
! the grand lodge has appropriated $25.-
000 for the bullding. Ample provision
has also been made for the future
malotenapce of the home,

Rars Old Church for New.

Afler having served as & house of
worship for forty-two years, the Afrd
can Methodist Eplscopal church at the
corner of Moultrite avenue and Twen-
Ly-first street, Mattoon, has been torn
down (0 make way for a new edifice.
The church was bullt In 1880, there

being & membership of ilﬂltrl'ul

persona, most of whom had been
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‘News Items

COUNTY INSTITUTE OFFICERS

slaves,

Verdict for Minerss

At Bpringfleld two verdicts have
been rendered agalast the Rivertonm |
coal company in favor of Johmn P
Bhepherd, $5,000, and Charles Bhep
herd, $2.000. The father and son were
employed in the mine of the defendant
company and were badly Injared by
an explosiom of coal dust In January
last. The case occupled four days of
the court’s time.

T. M ._'“'u
T. N. Orr of the constraction de
partment of the [llinols Cemtral rail- |
road has been in the vicinily of Ed-
wardeville taking the preliminary
steps to construct a big reservoir at
Marine, on the line of the road teo
supply water for the engines and oth-
er purposes. ‘The reservoir will have

A capacity of 40,000,000 gallomas.

Wantas Apple Growers,

An effort ia being made by the basi
ness men's association to secure for
Bpringfield the 19082 convention of
the National apple growers’ associa-
tion. By the time of the comvention
for next year the armory and arsenal
buildiag will be completed and will be
well adapted to the needs of the ssso
clation,

-

Progressive Women.
The woman's dalry association of

Bangamon ecounty has been formed
among the women of the farmers’ In
stitute, with the object In view of Im-
proving the quality of the butter
product in the county and of making
it a paying department of the farm
work.

Missionary Secretary Quits.
Rav. J. H. Wilson, who resigned the
pastorate of the Congregational |
chuarch in Mattoon to accept the secre-
taryship of the [llinois Home Mission-
ary socliely, has resigned the Ilatter
pogition on account of falling health.

Refrain From Spitting
An ordinance has been Introduced
in the Altom city council imposing a
penalty of $10 on any persom expector-
ating on the sidewalks and in publie
places. Dr. W. R. Smith, health of}-
cer, Is the father of the ordinanes.

against the Baltimore and Ohlo Sowth-
western railroad company for viola-
tion of the speed ordinance., In case
of conviction the fine may be on each
| eount from $25 to $150.

Church Mears
The work of con
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MAYOR M'FERREN, . =

of this princely salary '
lishing this precedent

first elected to the office in
are four sidermen who




