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"®And & friend of the prefetto?™ 1
& saked, In surprise. “Doea the law
£ ook favorsbly upon evil-doers in Bar
i LHF o

' "Moo, signor, the law does not, but

“And ThorianaT [ ecdntinoed, for
interesteod me. “Is he stifi In

r
Mutterelll shrugged his shoulders,
#nd & pecullar look ecame lntlg his

was condemped he was re-
wne monastery of The
is belloved to be wstill

iz had gponea [rom our view
urped % the Villa di Ma-

11

"

I shall be walched touight
1 try to s har T | anid.

“TYou will be waitched, but you will
pot be touched.” he amswered. “The
parvapts who will gee you tonight are
bribad to sllence. Pul you must not
, for the prefetto has

i

here,” [ sald, "my safest
.y oouree s to the south, and skirt Cag
' Hari om the east You must make
3 arrangements thia afternoon to have a
boat walllng for me, You can join
me on the road and gulde me to It,
after | have gomne with Nita from the
owse.”
“1 will. signor. [ eavem know the
1 will hire”
The ligiita weren shining brightly
the windows of the house of
prefettn when Mutterelll and |
Iy appromched, Creeping from
the carriagh thromgh a coppice, we
reached thé wall which sarrounded
; mniuum Here we halted.
*“Now, "wignor,” sald Mutterelll,
who gemaraled the entire procdeding,
. *T will leave yom here, [t is now not
- ek 3 tham  haif-past elight
- e'dhack. must 40 my part, or yours
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uickly, in & low tome; “the lion-
tamer and I started from New York
on the same steamer. In mid-ocean

e had an accldent. The ship was

Maubikeck since. - He may be on his
way to youu He may be—"

“Dead!"”

She stood before me with her hands
pressed to her panting bosom, bher
eyea flxed upon me In horror.

“l1 do pnot say so, signorina” I re-
plled. “It Is possible that he was
saved. 1 will tell you all when we
are safe from Maligni's clutch. To-
morrow is your wedding day.”

“Yea, tomorrow,” she sald. “Ohb,
I will go! I maust go! Maubikeck is
not dead! He cannot be dead! He
is too moble to dle Mke that! Oh, it

s terriblel Bignor Wilberton, Uell

me, do you think he s dead?”

“Nita." I sald, “I ¢cannot say. 1
fear and hope. Yet the chances are
that Maublkeck went down with the
ahip.”

Bhe fell back, half falnting, but
recovered herself.

“Maubikecxt! My Jove! My love!”
she murmured. “Dead! Oh, it Is too
bitiar! ™

“You must be brave, signorina™ |
sald, “We musi make haste.™

“TYou, yoo" uwhe saud, “I will go.
Anything is better than to oe Ma
ligal's wile.”

“1 will retern.* § mald, my heart
full of pity for the girl, who was now
sobbing and weoplag bitterly. “I will
retuwrn soom. Be ready.”

Loaaving her, 1 stapped softly to the
othar window.

in & large room, ot & deak or table,
sat Pacho Malignld. Near him was =
jamp, by tha light of which he was
reaaing some maswscript

At his hand, om the tahle, stood a
redd tia box. My beart leaped and
daahod agalnat my riba. Near the
box lay a golden trinket--a locket and
chain. A short distance away lay a
pin—a bahy's clasp pin.

He muost have heard something He
ralsed hia head and sat In a lstening
attitnde. Then, laying the paper he
had been reading down upom the
table, hea arose from his chalr and
stepped hurriedly from the room.

Hera waa my opportunity. Deftily
[ feit the window. It waa nol f(asten-
od. Quickly 1 pushed It open and
atepped Into the room. The goid
locket lay open, face up. Glancing at
it, | saw that It contained a picture
Helzing it, 1 looked at it closely. My
braln seemed on fAire. It waa a minia-
fumre faceimile of the photograph
which DMikina had found In the rooma
of Ralph Graviscourt. In other words,
it might ba the likenesa of Charles
Graviscourt’s wife aa she was many
years ago, or of Nita Barlottl as she
waa AL tha very moment. The pin
had the name “Alice” engraved upon
it. Quickly eelzing these and the
paper, |1 thrust the locket and pin In
my trowsers pocket and the paper in
the pocket of my coat.

Rushing from the room, I met, at
her window, Nita, pale-faced and tear
gtained. but nerved to the effort ol
making her escape. Bhe was envel
oped In a cloak.

Betzing her hand, |1 led her to the
iadder and helped her down. When
[ reached the ground I drew the lad-
der away.

“Come!™ [ sald. And, without a
word, she followed me.

finddenly there was a er7.

“Great heaven!” [ exciaimed. “Ma-
Henl has returmed and discoversd
your sscape!”

“Yom will be killed, signor,” maid
Mita

“And youT™

“1 will ba married] That Ia atill
worse,”

“let us hurry. They may not .o
able to catch wa before we reach the
carriage. We may yet escapés.”

Keaping as well in the shadow as

My falr fellow-prisoner and 1

'mluctﬂl nto a large roOm-—8

Ibrary—in which sat & stern, coldv
faced man, whose black eyes

with rage and whose mouth set in
ironlike firmness when we ‘'were
brought before him,

“The prefetto!” murmured Nita,
looking at me.

I was in the presence of the gov-
ernor of the Province of Cagliari,
whose house | had Invaded,

“Ah!” he exclaimed, “it is you who
have entered the house of the gov-
ernor of Caglari and murdered his
brother In cold blood! You! You
cur! dog! And an Awmer-
ican, you notT" :

“] am not a murderer,” I replied,
“I did not kill your brother, | did not
injure him. When [ left the balcony
of your villa with this young Iady,
your brother was alive and weall"™

“Nou are a llar as well as & mur-
derer,” sald the prefetto. *1 will
you! 1 will give you & taste of Bar
dinjlan justice!”

“It Is & lHe!” | exclaimed, vyehement-
ly. "“A foul He: If your brother is
murdered, It was pot by my hand! 4
am an American cluzen, and [ de
mand a falr apnd just trial!”™

A cold sneer upon his face,
and he spoke togome of his mem in
their own 4 a

Then | waa rudely jostled and led
along & hall and uwp & broad Alght of
sialrs. Turning to the right from
these, | was taken lnto the very room
from which |1 had takem the locket,
the pin and the manascript.

On the foor, near the sntrance, Iy
Pacho Malignl, dead, a gaping wound
in his throat, and his body somvulsed
ad If In the last struggie. | glanced
hastily around. The contents of the
rooms wore undistarbed, with ome
importdat exception—the red box,
which 1 had Jaft on the tahle, waas
EOone.

“I did not kill him,* [ sald, polnid
ing to the dead showman. “1 kaow
nothing about hia death, My object
in coming here was (o carry Nia
PBariotti away—to get her out of his
clutches—for ahe loves a friend of
mine, In whose service | was acting.
1 looked Imn at your hrother's wiadow,
and saw him sitting at the tabla He
got up from his chalr and wenit out
that door. Them |1 Bed with the girl.
You know as moch as I do about
what took place here after [ jefl”

He reptated my worda to the
guarda. Thay Ilaughed In a bitter,
aneering WAY.

I nad pol mentloned the fact that |
had entered Pacho Maligni's room and
taken the paper and goldem trinkets
for In that moment of greal anxialy
my thoughta came swiftly, and |
divined that the elder Malignl had no
knowledge of the existence of the red
box or Ita contenta

I dd not see Nita Bariottl again

that night. Bhae waa doubtiess con-

fined somewhere In the villa. 1 was
conducted (o a stromgly gnarded
chamber, where, with armed BSar
dinlans around me, | speat a4 memor-
able and wncomfortabile night,

(To be continuned.)

ONE PAINTER'S HAPPY LIFE

Mind of Willlam Bilake Filled With
Lofty Thoughts.

gquite unlike that of aay other man,
had a singularly happy Hfa It was
full of disconragement and greatly
cramped by poverty, but of th
seemed to take no account.
was always fliled with lofty
tifal thoughts, and this world
to him but the enirance fo A
state of existence,

One day, when he was an old man, a
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Mo.:

J. A. Montgomery, 480; Mrs.
Mary Millikin, 320; B. F. 630;
P. P. Laughlin, 1,180; Luther Martin,

640; W. 4. Bachman, 400; Lilllan B..

Irwin, 160; Clarence Naftel, 640; Asa
, 380; Frank Buffern, 360; Ar-
thor Grabham, 400,

Immenae Apple Crop.

At the G. H. Perrine frult farm néar
Centralia, which is one of the largest
in southern IMinols, the work has just
been completed of picking the lm-

mense apple crop. Eight thousand

do the picking and packing,

Stats Telophone OWicere.

The snnual meeting of the Illinols
telephone company was held at Jack-
sonvite., The following officers were
glectad: President, Henry Perbix,
Chapin; vice president, E. P. Kirbhy,
Jacksonville; tremsurer, . B, Groen-
lami, Jacksomvilla; secrelary, F. C.
Funk, Chapin.

Bunday Bchool Conventlon.

The thirty-fourth annual comventlon

of the Cumberiand coanty, I, Sun-

John Stanley, the valoranh mall car
rer nof Bpringfield, who waa Injured in

NEW IDEAS IN CHURCHM BUILDING.

MRS NUGENIE M. BACON.

¢luby woman of Decatur.
cupled several minor positions in the

Bhe has oo-
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