; w that would be effected,

_' sell them any other cold water

';,'l'lu City of Mexico has a population

3 1 dR pearly 370,000
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od fn five years, Is now 6,118,
0 tons per annum and she lmports
"as muchk more.

‘to thelr merits some people would
‘surprised at the small number of

i Pealers say that as 500n as & custom-
tries Defiance Starch it is lmposaible

It can be used cold or bolled.

Chicago Boeciety Lady, in a
Imu Mrs. Pinkham says:

Mes Pioaxuaw : —Of all the

daughters Lo whom you have
th and life, none are more

and my life was happy

Trastworthy proof ia abundant thal
B Piakham's V
saves thousanda
women from resnlting
b [rregularily, snppressioa
kom of Lthe menesa ovariam of
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A SOLDIER OF THE RHINE.
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THAPTER XXIL.

Just Before the Explosion,
It was the British surgeon, Sir Noel.
At sight of this man Faul felt a

wave of relief aweep over him.,
Of course the sudden and unan-
acunced arrival of Sir Noel upon the
scene gave the major still another set-

back.
It seemed as though he were fated

pever to get those words of command
beyond the portals of his lips.

And he knew 8ir Noel, too, knew
that the foreign surgeon was in high
tavor with the commandant, even as
he had been with Marshal MacMahon
before the latter’s state of health com-
pelled him to relinguish the command
lo a suecessor.

What business had this Englishman
heére anyhow—no one had invited him,
and it was none of his affalr that the
military authorities of the French
stronghold on the Moeelle chose to
make an arrest.

Was Sir Noel alone?

Paul could not hear the expected
swish of garments such as might be-
tray the coming of those who repre-
sented the gentler sex; but this was
not to be wondered at in the least,
since the German guns kept up a pret-
ty constant growling away off beyond
the forts, and the explosion of shells
grew more and more frequent In the
sireets, occasioning cooslderable ex-
citement among the crowds.

At the same time some Intultive
sense told him ahe was coming, this
girl In whom his whole soul was
wrapped up.

Hildegarde did not understand fully
what message the white-faced nun
broaght Bir Noel in the hosplial, but
she caught a name, Paul’s, and under-
stood that he was In danger of his

| Nte. and had sent for the biuff, oblig-

ing Englishman to come (0 Lthe rescue
witLout delay.

When ahe saw him start forth per-
haps she feared, poor tIsL that the
man she loved bhad been malmed by
one of the exploding bombs and lay
upon Lhe street with shattered lHmbe,
his life prmming away.

indeed, at such a time It was easy
rnough (o Iimagine anything im the
way of borrora

Unable to withstand the eager desire
o be of some amistance to Paul In
his hour of need, ahe had astaried after
them

Nothing had as yot occurred (o
change her ldeas aa to what had hap-
prned

B0 Lthat when she reached Lhe open
doorway and glancing Into the lighted
room with eyes Alled with sxpectations
of sering horrors, Lhe first ohject upon
which they rested was Panl, standing
there apparently In a falr state of
health, the shock o her nerves wWaas
pevere (ndeed

Doubtlesa the presence of the »sol-
diera would explaln the situation clear-
ly emough, eapeclally when ahe maw
the bellionme attitnde of the major,

Hir Noel had partly lost his breath
in hia dash from the hompital and the
smccoeding hasly climb of a Aight of
staire. Doubtiens he managed to gather
samough breath to addresa the major
and aask what it all meant, and the
gentlemanly character of his requést
again towched the major in his weak
apot, politenessa,

He begged to assure mowsieur that
he =a: ~nly present in the discharge
0’ iy, ving received informa-
tiom of the most positive kind that
the etage was shelter for a nest of
(jerman apies, who had long been send-
ing information as to the weakness
of the brave defenders of Metz In the
line of provisions—sending these trait-
orons reporta by some secret under-
gronnd wire or the nse of carrier
pigrons trained for the purpose,

“Of course, they will have a hear-
ing®™

The major cast a fartive glance at
the One Who Must Be Obeyed, and the
quick signal which the countess made
gave him his clue.

“Certainly, monsienr. In the morn-
ing. if they are able, they shall appear
before the military drom head court,
convened for jwst such purposes as
this by our commander, and the trath
will either liberate or send them to the
Conrt of Exeention.”

Paunl noted that there was a clanse
in his declaration, which somehow he
comld not avold emphasizing, a claunse
of considerable Importance, since he
helieved the major's design was that
they shounld never live to reach the
prison.

“Sir Noel, step this way, please,” he
eald.

it was at thia critical juncture that
A movement at the doorway drew the
attention of the countess, and she be-
came aware for the first time of Hilde-
garde’s presence.

The night aent the hot blood leaping
in bounds through her veins—nothing
must be allowed to ntutl in. the way
now—the of . thid German

buntrm mwﬂmw

Idunr was far less threatening than

before, for he could possibly invemt
some way of defeating the evil designs
of the plotters, :

Hildegarde mow koew all.

She had recognized the diaguised
countess with contempt and scorn in
her eyes, and the presence of the stal-
wart soldlers told the rest,

But when she saw Beatrix, looking
no lovely, with the startled look upon
her face, the tears of distress in her
heautiful eyes, Hildegarde almopat
wished she had beéen more discreet and
remained at her dutles in the hospital,
for it was abaurd to realize that the
mention of Paul's name had acted so
upon her heart as to bring her In gréat
haste to this apartment to find that he
had doubtless been enjoying a delight-
ful tete-a-tete with this rival little
beauty at the time the soldiers came,

This bold American had won her
love—in her maldenly eyes he was
everything that could be deemed man-
ly. and in dreams at least he had told
her the charming things which his eyes
betrayed whenever they met—as she
bound up his wounds after the duel
with Cournd she had been thrilled
when thelr hands chanced to come in
contact, and ever since then a delicious
hope had found lodgment in her heart
that they might be nearer and dearer
than friends.

This was now apparentlv scuttled
forever, and she must summon the
pride which belonged to her by birth,
in order to conceal the intenses misery
the death of her hopes caused.

Well, the major had recelved his lit-
tle curtaln lecture, and was primed up
for the bolling polnt.

When he lefil the countess and turn-
ed upon the others who formed part
of the dramatic personas conpected
with this closing scene In the play,
Rhinelander kuew they must look out
for squalls, for the major was galled to
action and meant (0 enter upon the
warpath.

Paul saw this and nerved himselfl for
the encounter.

The Lombastic major, having wheel-
ed with military precislon, bore down
upon Paul, who awaited his approach,
supporied by the doctor,

It was 4 moment of considerable sun-
prose,

Much would depend upon what the
major waa about to say, and hence

Paul sagerly awalted for him to T!
hoping to discover a pog upon which
to hang thelr sxpectations.

It was to Sir Noel he adOressed him-
self.

“Monsleur, already Lhe executiom of
my duty has been delayed too long
Whatever protest youn may desire to
make, It must be presemted (o the
higher officials. | am sent to make the
arreat, and wish it distinctly under-
slood that already both of these gentle-
men are prisoners of war.”

Bir Noel recognised the fact that a
point had been made in the case, bt
he was (oo amart to hetray the alight-
eat uneasinegs since that would bhe ajd-
ing the enemy.

AL least there was hope, hecanse (he
major had mot provem a bully, who
would hustle his prisomers away with
all haste,

Through his own pride of manner
and apeech the Frenchman might be
unhorsed In the jolst—men as gallant
as he have many Uimes gone down be-
fore the rade plunge of adversily.

“Mongleur le major.” sald the Eng-
llshman slowly, 1 would not wish to
interfere with your doty as a soldier
1 hava every respect for your army
and for yom Individually. But this
man Is my friend. 1 am his sponsor
before the commandant, and you as a
gentleman wonld not blame me if |
endeavored to the besat of my ability to
free him from his wholly anwarranted
detention. You know that he has been
placed upon his sacred parole—yom are
not ignorant of the fact that he has
been given the entire freedom of the
eity, and hence as much right to be in
this particalar spot as any Frenchman
among you. [ derire to make this
point particularly plain in order that
whatever happena you may not have
ecanse to regret having done the wrong
thing.”

The major smiled and bowed.

“What you say ls very trme, mom-
sfemr, but that liberty of which yom
speak expires whendver the person on
parole breaks his given word of honor.
We have abundant reasom to Dbelieve
this party has done this unpardonabie
thing of conspirinag with certain apies,
the enemies of ouwr country, to betray
our weakness to the Germans. [ ree-
ognize the point your mak?2, m'sieur,
but if does not swerve me one jota
from the course mapped out for my
obeervance. Unless you can produce
something stronger your friend must
return to his cell and stand before the
dromhead eourt.”

Hildegarde had turned very white
at these woras, but she did not alto-
gether lose hope. .

The iipatient mttm, who sacretly

feared Sir Noal, here uttered a sem-
-i-!lllllul ndnultl-lwlthtle

B e e s & T

,hnl m was the time for lﬂ li-
poarance.
A word of command and the glamt
guards closed fn around the prisoners.
Bir Noel still stood by Paul, snd even
saw this sigunificant move without
showing the white feather,

He put hizs hand to his pocket and
drew out a [olded paper.

The countess, seeing the l-:'tlnn, folt
that there was danger of defeat even
though she could not guess the nature
of the boilt thal threatened.

How deliberately 8ir Noel unfolded
his paper.

“Ah! monsleur lo major,” he sald.

The stout soldier, not daring to look
toward the countess, turned his head.

At sight of the paper his eyebrows
went up 10 token of surprise,

Then he met the doctor's magnetic
eve, and was obliged to pay attention—
the influence of mind over matter is
always paramount.

“[ have here a little document,” pur-
sued Sir Noel, waving the paper.

“So [ percelve, monsleur.”

“Which is signed by the command-
ant, with whore signature you are
doubtless famillar.

“0Oh, very, monsleur.”

“Will you kindly give me one min-
ute. | am desirous of saving you from
committing a folly that might wind up
your military career in anything but
a blaze of glory. 1 wish you to read
this document, which perhaps has not
Its equal in all Metz at this moment.”

“I am honored, monsieur.” bowing
and taking the paper, while the coun-
tess glided npearer. the look of awful
determination still upon her [ace.

Paul belteved it wise to keep one eye
on her, not knowing what a desperate
woman might attempt when brought
to Gay.

And somehow he had a presentiment
that., while It loked as though this
might be Aimee's game, there was a
setback in store for her that would end
in her overwhelming defeat.

AE the major read the document she
looked surprised, even puzzied.

“May | ask what you flad, M. le Ma-
jor* asked the Epglishman, quletly.

“It Is surprising-—1 have here a pass
written in the commandant's own hand
allowing the bearer, Bir Noel Travers,
surgeon, with his companion, the lib-
erty of the city of Metz, and com-
manding that wader no conditions aball
he be restrained or prevented (rom go-
ing or coming at will. It is astound-
ing. very.”

Paul breathed easler,

He had bheard the magle words and
comprehended the nature of the mir-
acles that bad been wronght in his be-
half, thanks to the coming of the Eng-
llahman.

“You have no reason 1o doubt the
genuineness of the document, major?™
pursued Bir Noel, with the conviacing
manoper of a lawyer.

“None at all—1 would be willing to
stake my Mfe upon that,” came the
reply.

“Fool, fool, don't yom see the trap?”
eried the conutess, Armiy

fBut 8Sir Noel was appealing to all
that waa beat in the major's composl-
tlon - his pride as a soldier, and the
subordination of all other feelings (o
duty toward a superior officer as lald
down in the manual of arms

“Then you can cunsider that thia
gentleman ks the companion mentioned
in the pass. Ny the awthority vested
in that docanment | clalm for him the
same rights | myselfl possesma, and let
any man arrest him at his peril. Mon-
gsieur o Major, tell me, is he free to go
with me”

The soldier s face was almost purple
from the violenee of his emotlons. but

with an effort he gasped
“There iz no other reavurce—he

fres."’
iTo be rnntmun‘l )
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Hanimes in the I_“-ﬂlﬂﬂ Art aa Ila (Mhaw
Things.

In a rerently published book on eunl-
inary art Dr. Lemawunier, a phy=ician
of Parls, givea several interesting
itema regarding well-known chels,
He mentions the melancholy death of
Trompette, the celehrated cook to the
Duke of Noailles, who, Ia a At of am-
bition, deserted his agistocratic maater
for the lmxurions but plebeian kitchen
of Gambetta. He never forgave him-
gelf thiz base and sordid action, and
died In a state of melancholy. After
Trompette comes a long list of (llus-
trions men who have ralsed French
eookery to Ita well-deserved reputa-
thon.

The Matson Doree gives 515000 a
year to Casimir Moisson, the Baron da
Mohrenheim had In his kitchen two
brothers, the Fauvets, who never sep-
arate: the Duchess of Alba, cousins of
Empress Eugenie, has for her c¢hef
George Bouzom, who was a great fa-
vorite of Napoleon [II.

The cook of Nicholas 11, gets $45,009
a year; he is an Alsatian of the namae
of Krantz and enjoyed such privilegea
under Alexander II. that he was al-
lowed to carry a sword, and, what i1
more, to retaln his French natiomality.
The cook of the King of the Hellemes
took all his degrees in the nniversity,
but In 18358, ecarried away by hia lova
of the art, he entered as cook in the
Comte de Chambord’s house, whence
he passed Into the kitchen of the
Duchess of Parma, the mother of the
Princess of Buigaria; and now he
caters for the palates of the royal fam-
ity of Greece.

Chevalier, who learned his art at
the Jockey Club, under the celebrated
Julea Gonffe, began his career in tha
royal house of Sweden and is now
'Itl that of Ronmania.
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Johnson, 11 Columbia, East,

it, Mich., is Wortly Vice Templar

in Hope Hn.ﬂ Independent Order
Templars. Miss Johnson, as so
many other women also have dome,
found in Peruna a specific for a severe
case of female weaknesa Bhe writes:
“I want to do what | can to let the
whole world know what a grand medi-
eine Peruna is. Foreleven years I aulf-
fered with female tronbles and compli-
cations arising therefrom. Doctora
failed to cure me, und | despaired of be-
ing helped. Peruna cured me in three
short moaths, I can hardly believe it
mysclf, but it s a blessed fact. | am
perfectly well now, and have not had
anache or paia for mouths. [ want my
suffering sisters to know what Peruab
has done for me."— Miss Marie Johnson,
Miss Euth Bmerson, 72 Sycamore St.,
Hlll.h. N. Y., writes: “'l suffered for
ml.h ir lar and painfaul
muu. and runa cured me
within six weeks. 1 canpot tell you
how grateful [ feel. Any agency which
brings health and strength to the afl-
Iillll Hllnpl welcome friend. and

1tis mo longera question as towhether
Peruna can be relied on to cure all such
casea. During the mauny years in which
Peruna has been put to test in all forms
and stages of acute and chronic catarrh
no one year has this remedy to

ter test than the past 2

Ill‘I-u"':mmlu is the acknow catarrh
remedy of the age. Dr. Hartman, the
compounder of Peruna, has written a
book on the of catarrh lar to
women, entitled, **Health k"’
1t will be sent free tnlnzhdnlm
The Peruna Medicine Ca,, Colambus, O,

ll'jnndunotdnriug-pt and satis-
factory results from use of Peruna
write at onece to Dr. Hartman, giving a
full statement of your case, he will
Do to give you his valuable ad-
vice gratis.

Address Dr. Dartman, President of
The Hartman Sanltariom,. Oolumbuas, ().
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ul..: PRICES. Our llperal evedit system
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:DON'T PAY CASH

librral terms weo offer. Uur pricoes -'Il.l. astonish you Write to-day.

STRAUS & SCHRAM, 136-138 W. Madisen St., CRICAQO.
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Don't forget when you

order starch to get the

best. Get DEFIANCE. No
more "yellow” looking clothes,
no more cracking or breaking. it

doesn’t stick to the iron.

It gives satis-

faction or you get your money back. The
cost is 10 cents for 16 ounces of tne best
starch made. Of other stan:hes you get
but 12 ounces. Nf:nw. 't forget. It's at

your grocers.

MANUFACTURED BY
MAGNETIC STARCH MFQG. CO.




