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coveted cross of the legion of Honor. I

CHAFTER XXI.
Paul Plays for Time.

nelander needed no lexicon to One flash of her eyes Paul had, and

him facts that were as plainly
as daylight before his eyes.
had his eyes fallen upon

the dapper captaln who

month into the apartment
soldlers than the truth

countess!
loock upon her face as
she enlered the room told him it was
with her a moment of considerable
satisfaction, a time of trinmph.
Paul was calm.
He knew the erlsis of his life, per-
haps, bad come.
There was a foe more to be feared
than the duelist through whose living

 shoulder he had thrust his ready blades

in the gray of dawn.

It was his duty, of course, to appear
indignant, and to demand what such
an unannounced entree might signify.

The major was good enough to lis-
tem to Paul's little protest, though the
contempluous smile never once left
his florid face.

He begged to assure the gentleman

" that It was with deepest regret the

soldlers of His Majesty the Emperor
thus invaded a private house in the
city of Mets, but these were Limes

. when all ordinary rules and regula-

tlons had to be set anlde, and they

had been given positive assurance that |

those who were plotting (reason
against France, had sought refuge be-
neath this roof.

The one glance Paul swept around |

showed him his mother, pale-faced, yet
brave, surveying the scene in aston-
ishment, Beatrix wringing her lNitle
hands Ia sore dismay uEnowing what
danger hung over the head of her

Karl, and that latter individual, nr~|

fectly cool and alert, watching the

coarss of evenls,
Paul drew out his papers of parole,
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The countess stepped back.

the bgleful look staggered him.

Was this her hour?

Defeated by fortune in Berlin, would
she accomplish bis destruction in
Metz, even while the guns of his fel-
low soldfers from over the Rhine were
pounding away beyond the forts and
beating the devil's tattoo in the deter-
mined effort to secure the surrender of
MacMahon’s fine army?

“Monsleur,” sald the major, stifly,
“the point you have advanced may be
well taken, but I camnnot allow you
your llberty. Perhaps you have held
no communication with the foes with-
out, but can you answer the same as
to the splies within?"”

Paul was sllent, for he bardly Lnew
what to say.

“You do not speak, monsieur—you
tacitly admit the charge—therefore,

you must not protest if we lead ruu|'

back again to your prison.”
The major knew, then, that he had

been in a dungeon—perhaps he was |

also aware of his engagement with
Conrad.

eity, signed by
commandant, Marshal Hazaine, whose
signature you know. | rely upon that

mwe where | |

within the city walls. You have beem
influenced by one who hates

make this arrest. But, M. le major,
siand upon my dignity as

the city of Metzs, and |

Arrest me. | warn you

If you order one of these

A hand on me you will be

suffer. Because my life

from yonder woman | bha

erously allowed to carry armas
unusual thing in the case of

er on parole. So you see |
A revolver Lhal conlains ol
more than enough to Anlsh
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Seconds counted,
ute, it ‘was precious beyond words,

and as o a min- |

Perhaps the major might be & lttle |

more amenable (0o reason now that he

had things in_his own hands.
The spel-binding began.

Paul crushed down his bona fide |
Ifwllm and bent his emergles toward

cajoling the man who held thely des-
tiny in the hollow of his hand.
To hear him talk one might have

been pardoned for entertaining a

grave suspiclon that his ancestry, in-
atead of dating baek to old Holland or
some Dutch country extended to the
famous region of Blarney Castle,

For truly Rhinelander did himself
proud upon this oecasion, when the in-
centive that spurred him on was life

itself.

Sa_rapldly he talked that the major

was not able to get a word in edge-
wise. :

Several times he half raised the arm
holding that sword of anthority, as
though he would fain give the signal
for a closing in on all sides. :

But the major was a Frenchman,
with all the courtesy that distinguish-
ed his countrymen from the barbarian
outer world, and on his life he could
not treat a soldier and a gentleman
with so great disrespect as to break
in upon the thread of his discourse
with an order for his arrestL

Bo he waited.

Delays are often dangerous, and In
this case the o¢old aphorism seemed
pecullarly suggestive,

For delay was what Paul desired—
the hope of it olled his tongue, and
gave him an eloguence he had never
before known he possessed.

The wretch who stands with the
noose about his peck, scanning the
horizen Lo see some clopd of dust that
might betoken the advent of some
courler bearing a reprieve, would ap-
preclate the ('elings of Paul Rhine-
lander as he endeavored to so hold the
fat major by the power of his elo-
quence that the soldler would delay
glving his sigunal untll the hoped for
arrival of newcomers on the sceme of
actiom.

At first Countess Almee listened to
his flow of compliments with astonish-
ment, aince she had never suspected
the young American capable of such a
remarkable effort.

Gradually, as she noted Lhe soporific
effect of hia harangue upon the major,
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"Willard Underhill, 25 years old,
who lived northeast of Paris, commit-
ted suiclde by swallowing a spoonful
of powdered arsenle. A short time af-
ter taking the poison he changed his
mind and seat for a doctor, but it
was too late, and death resulted in &
few hours,

Murdock and vieinity wag visited by
& destructive wind and rain storm.
Trees were blown down, windows were
blown out, fences turned over and
many small outbuildlngs and cribs
‘elther upset or moved from thelr foun-
dations. The {rame of the Christian
church, in process of erection, was
blown down.

At the regular weeting of the F.ora
city council four dramshop licenses
were granted at §1,000 per year.

Jacob I, MecKnelly of Blalr township,
the Republican wominee for county
superintendent of schools, is one of
the youngest candidates for office In
the history of Clay county, he belng
but 23 years of age. Harvey B, McCul-
lom, the Democratic candidate [for
county judge, is but 24 years of age.

The postmaster gemeral has ap-
pointed the following carrlers and
substitute to commence service on
June 1, at which time the free dellv-
ery service will be inaugurated at
Litchfield: Willlam H. Bnrton, Harry
J. White, Perley M. Cox, carriers;
Charles G. Barnwell. substitute.

Former State Senator David T. Lit-
tler, who, although still seriously 1ll,
seems Lo have inspired his physiclans
with a more hopeful view of his case,
has been suffering for & year or more
with a painful complication of dis-
easesa, the principal one of which is
dropsy. Mr. Littler for many Yyears
has been prominent in the Republican

[ 1

The new city council of Newtom
has increased saloon licenses from §1,-
000 to §3,600 a year. At the increased
rate the city will have two saloons.
Heretofore a billlard hall license was
$50 per snoum. This was raised to
$300.

Tralns are now running regularly
over the new Decatur and Springfleld
railroad bétween Decatur and Mount
Auburn, 1.

J. L. Hughes, who has been the su-
perintendent of the Centralia schools,
has acepted the superintendency of
the high school at Charleston, at a
salary of 60 per cent more than he re-
celved. He Is classed as one of the
leading educators in the state, though |
yét & young man.

Herman Renegarbe, aged 15 years,
son of Fred Renegarbe, who Ilives
about six miles west of Nashville, was
accldentally killed. Young Renegarbe
was cutting hay in a barn loft. Near
by was a hole in the fioor, through
which he fell into & bin. The Kknife
he still bold plerced his breast.

The will of the tate James McCreary
has been filed for probate in the coun-
ty court at Taylorville, The testator
bequeaths all his property to the trus-
tees of Oak Hill cemetery - for the
benefit of the soldiers’ moaument. The
estate is valuned at $2,000.

Geo. G. Wi, one of Jackson county's
ploneer settiers, died at his home in
Bomerset townshilp, 66 years.

In a fire on | avenue,
Calro, which destroyed a building
owned by Charles Powers, and partial- |
ly destroyed Burke's livery stable, a
valuable horse belonging to L. Barsard
of Wyatt, Mo., was bursed to death, |

It seems to be a practically settled
fact that the Battle Creek Breakfast
Food company of Michigan, will soon

opea a branach manufactory In Quincy.
James McDivitt, an old resideat of

Adams counly, died on his farm in the
Indian Grave Levee district, aged 76
yoars.

The supe intendeat of tha Jackson
ville Insane asylum has recommaended
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she began to feel some apprehension
lest her end might be deflealad aftes
adl.

Hhe frowned and stamped her HNHitle
fool, whereal the major started and
glanced bhastily toward her,

Then enswed a pantomime between
the two, he shrugging his shoulders
an though asserting his unwillingness
to act while Panl kept up thia Sow of
elogquence, while the woman pointed
to the American nodded her head

that the sitale board of II.I.I"II'.;I-I
should release Mrs. lda May Deunale,
who was seat to the IasUtutioa from
Quincy. Mra Denale shot and kitled |
her husband last year and was con-
victad of the crime In the Pebruary
term of the criminal court. Fhe was
ncquitied on the plea of .neanity and
has since speatl her Lime In the asy-
lum .

The Altlon board of education has
aanounced that it will lssue J50,000

1

he carried as a protection—they

ve him the liberty of the city of
upoa cerialn conditions which

had thus far falthfully carried out.
“Moasleur Jo major, will you be
pood encugh to examine these docu-

he sald,
canght sight of the alg-
feit compelled o give

enough”™ be
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you of what you evidently :
shall be under the palnful necessity
scallering your brains about this
It you peruist. | am willing te go
the commandant and surrender my-
self, but must object to becoming the
prisoner of one whom | kmow (o be
As unscrupalous as yoader woman.’
The aight of Paul's revolver rather
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1? '-,r have wondered

It was the dandy eaptain who wtler-
od & cry and fastened her eyes eagerly
upon the fair face of Peatriz—per-
hape, In that momenl, the countess
whether ahe
might mol have been too hasly afler
all—If ome of these charmers thus
turned oul to be hia sister, might
there pod be some hope of the olher
proving at least a romsin’?

The suggestion vaniahed almost as
speadily as it had leaped Into being.

Bhe had gone ftoo far mow o twrn
hack —thia man had scorned the
chances she offered him to come In
out of the wet, and she must not enter
a complaint if the deluge overwhelm-
ed him.

“Under orflinary econditlons —of
course—but not to plot against the
HYen of France,” returned the Fresch
major solemnly.

“I pssure you—| am ready to take
my oath that not one word has been

| |

|

staggered the major, who bhad, of

He backed to the door, opened It
and bawled owt an order for hall a
dogenn more men (o0 come Into (he
apartment

At the same time Paunl managed (o
say A few words (o his mother that
cansed her to leave the room by an-
other door —be had thought of a for-
lorn hope.

it was a faint hope indeed wupon
which Panl was obliged to lean, and
only the desperate comdition of affairs
eould account for him giving it any
credence whatlever

Heknew hisgigantic bluff had falled
to work, excepl In so far an the
major's quick demand for a larger
bodyguard weat

WA nearly a dozen soldlers to
obey his beck and call, ne would only
make sure that his own prec.ouws car-
cass was well ot of mange when the
word to advance and fall upon the two
men wounld be given,

All Rhinelander could do was to de-
lay this climaz as long as possible,
and meanwhile pray in his heart that |
some fair measare of suceess might

vehomently and agaln stamped her
fool In a Lemper.

Paul saw it all but hea 4ld not et
a Mithe thing like this disturd him.

He talked om, even faster (han be-
fore, talhod Iln & way thal must have
eonvinced any jJury and even loclined
the judge In his favor, talked as a
lawyer who seldom found occasion to
do a0 In defense of a cllent, for Panl
was holding his own life In the bal-
Ance.

A few minutean at the most waa all
he wanled, and, thanks to hia surpris-
ing tactiea, he won,

He had kept the major In suspense
just three full minutes, loaded to the
muszle all the while with an order for
action, yet Andiag mno opportunity teo
pellow It out unless he chose to forget
he waa a gentleman, and he wounid
sooner dle than do that

Put patience has its limits, evem In
a polite Fremchman, and Paul, secing
himm pulf out his cheeks, knew the
time of probation had resched its end;
but a sensation of matiefaction came
over him whemn he heard some ome
clatiering up the stalrs, some one who

presently pushed Into the room un-

annonared
(To be continned.)

DAVID T. LITTLER,
(Furmer Slale Benator of lllincle, who
in serfously (L)

politica of the siste and particularly
in SBpringfield, where his Influence has
botm great and whera he has numer-
ous frisndas

Mra. Edgar Hoach, who for twelve
years has been a missionAry teacher
At Raageon, PBarmab, has arrived In
Decatur to visit Roy Roach and other
relativea,
| The four raliroada in Jeffernom coun-
ity were assemsed A total of $18.341.75.
The Loulsville & Nashvilie paid
PAETLS; Southern Rallway, §4.584.85;
Chicagn & Eastern [llinols, §2.506.69;
Wabash, Chester & Western, §1,648.15.
All have pald In full except tha Chi-
cago & RBEastern [lHaols, which re-
fosed 8o settle for its road and bridge
tax, amounting to $56201; and the
Boutherm, which refuasd to pay Iin
road and bridge tax in Grand Prairie
township, amounting to $9.38,

1

|

|

In school bonda for the erection of Lthe

52,000 wili be payable In seven days
and the remaining ones al regular in-
tervala thereafler.

Lenore [libe, daughter of Mr. and
M. H. H. Tiibe of Rangoon, Purmah,
died at Alton, aged 11 years. Mr.
and Mra. Tiibe were, untll a few years
ago, engaged aa teachers In Raagnon,
but Mra. Tiibe returmed to her old
home In Upper Atom owing (o the i)
health of the children. The father la
now In Rangoon.

M. Aungusta Cebel, wife of Louls
Gebel, of Aiton, was serioualy burned |
by the igaition of some gasoline ahe
was uning at her home. Mra. (ebel
was aprinkling the gasoline In a closst
In her home for cleansing .-rm.l
when a lighted candle near by set fire
to the gasoline. fhe was burned about
the face, arma, hands and breast

The Odd4d Fellows of Madison county
will hold a pienic at Rock Bpring park
in Altom May 20, and it s expected

will be the biggest ever
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City Tressurer Wallace's report to
the Pinckneyville city ecouncil shows

|
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accompPpany his mother's mission

witared here that you might not hava
Ome thing surprised Paul
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heard—that sines my parole I bave
adhered strietly to ita -provisioms,
which require that [T hold no com-
munication with the German army

¥ ontalde tne gates of Mets.”

Even while Panl was nttering these
words he started and cast a sndden ap-
prehensive Jook in°the direction of
Karl.

The thought had come to him that
possibly he had unconsciously broken
the apirit of his parole by seeking the
company of one whom he knew to be
{n Mets acting for the Crown Prinee

It was a most anfortunate actlon on
his part, since hostile eyes were watch-

ing him, eyes that were quick to eatch |

the slightest move and interpret it to

suit their fancy,
Not to the fat major did these keen

eyes belong—that worthy was endeav-

oring to collect his seatiered senses,
and carry out his prearranged part in
the program—what Panl asserted had
ia & measure thrown him off the track,
he Aid not feel quite easy after
ng the signature at the bottom pf

saw the woman glide up to the
r, who eagerly bent his head to

toward Karl with the
hawk seeking ita prey.
had guwessed the truth,
now posting the old fool of a

Thia concerned Karl.

The young German had appeared tn
be taking no steps toward saving him-
pelf.

Could 1t be that he was In measure
stupefied by the alarming conditions?

Panl thought not.

He had known the other for some
time, and felt sure he was not made
of soch poor material that the pres-
ence of danger would deprive him f
his nsual sterling good sense.

Was he Indifferent?

He had much to live for, and even
the customary Oerman phlegmatic
temperament counld not ascount for 2
young fellow with a sweetheart re-
signing himself to death so eaimly,

There must be something back of it,

Perhaps he was watching his chance,
and whem the old major and his
guards were caught napping he meant
to suddenly galvanize into life, make
one mad gspring through the door
which Paul's mother had left open
and, taking his chances with pursuing
bullets, attempt to escape.

At beat It was a hasardous game,
with the odda three to one against
him.

And yet, what of that—were not
they tem to one he would be hung or
shot If he remained?

S0 Panl was ready fo see him fiit
past into the blackness beyomnd the
door, and felt even in a condition to
give him hia blessing and good wishes

There was something about Karl's
enolnesa, that warmed the cockles of |
his heart and gave him remewed com-
fidence for the young German soldfer
had the econfident appearance of =a

man who possessed faith.

- peenring the

At least thera wua not an atom of

this was #0 could be discoverad | that quality called fear about his com-

f*r the soldier

ot his stout fym as though he
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Served Thres Years la Pilion. bat Made
BE.800 by It

“One of the mnervieat and at the
same time one ol the most dare-devil
escapades | ever heard of was pulled
off out in Akrom several years agn ™
remarked . 3. Blodgett, an attorney
from the omtmeal metropolia, at the
New Willard the other evening. “There
used to be a fellow in Akron who was
a erook, i{ there ever was one, and yet
ha was a man of honor. He could
horrow $10.000 from any bank in town
on hia word, and mobody wounld ever

Jose by loaning to him, but If he got

a chance to 4o a man or an Institation
that could afford to be dome he never
fafled to meke the best of It. His
mottn was '‘Never beat anyone on an
honest debt '

“Mme evening he was at the depot
talking to the express messenger, who
was a4 friend of his. The messenger
pushed an irom box Into the wagon _and
gaid: “There’s 35000 in that box; don"t
you wish youn had it*” That night the
gentlemanly crook entered the express
company's office and eracked the safe,
money, which he took
home and buried in sealed tomato
eans in his back yard. Of course, he
was arrected, and after a long trial
was sentenced to five years, his record
2rd the messenger’s story convieting
him. He was pardomed after sperviang
three years, came home, and dug ap
the money. It was In big, yellow boys,
and that eveaning he walked over to
the measenger's house, rang the bell
and ahook the notes In his face, saying,
‘There’s your $5.000; let's pes you get
it." "—Philadelphia Times.

he doth on earth 15 1o &l for a
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water collections amounting to #3015
for the year ending May 2. This Is a
lplnﬂﬂ.?ﬂmmmm
year, The collections met all ox-
penses of malintalning the water works
| and left a clear profit of §323.

Resolutions to the memory of E.
Dow Mathency, late circult clerk of
Bangamon ccunty were adopted at a
meeting of the Bar association in the
erounty eourtroom in Springfield. JTundge
James A, Creighton presided and the
memorial prepared by a committes was
read and wydored spread upom the

court records.
H. W. Louala of Jackson, Tenn., for-

| merly prineipal of the O'Falion public
schools, has contriboted a number of
valnable booka to the new school 1i-
brary.

The burial of Col. W. F. Tiedemann,
a former resident of O'Fallon, who
died at Quiney, took place at O'Falion,
Deceased was 85 years of age and a
veteran of the civil war, In which be
served as eolomel of the 9th [llinots
rompany of engineern,

Miss Jesunie B. Kagy, primary teach-

im the Balem school, recefved mse-

and painfal injuries by being
rowh from A buggy In A& ronaway

as a miller and mill manager, has re-
tired, giving way to his sons, W, L.,
Luta aad Fred.

Two more rural mall routes are to
| be established in Washington eounty,

a trust company of Kansas City, Meo.,
with D. D. Thomas as active manager,
Many promineant bankers of 5t. Lowuis
are also interested in the trust som-
pany. The towns at which mines are
to he sunk are Vemedy and Veaedy |
Station, in Washington county and Bt
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