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. smoking a plpe, and nursing a gouty
foot, and Mary was lylng half asleep
on the sofa, in the chimney corner.

When Mrs. Meadows returned her
brother was fast asleep in his chair,
and Mary was nowhere to be seen.

The widow searched for her, called
her by name, then grew alarmed, and
went back to her neighbors.

They left their cheese and posset,
their smoking ale and currant cake, to
Join in the search for Mary,

It would not have been odd to have
missed her in the daytime; but there
was something alarming in the notion
that she should be wandering abroad
on a cold icy night, and that night—
of all others—Christmas Eve, when, ac-
cording to Kirkstall in those days, the
world was more or less peopled with
apparitions, good, as a rule, It was
thought—angels hovering over the land
to whisper glad messages to forlorn
souls.

The night was bright and starlight,

"the ‘sign of Bethlehem shining in the
blue heavens, Lhe very star that had
been the harbinger of peace and good-
will to man. The snow had ceased to
fall: but hill and dale, tree and road-
way, were white with their winter
clothes.

It was what they called then, and
what we call now, when we get Iit, an
old-fashioned Christmas,

The good people of “Hark-to-Rover”
spread thomselvea about the district,
and they were still searching for Mary
when Mr. Taylor and a native brought
old Morley home in time to hear the
Christmas bells ring out thelr joyful
measage,

Informed of what had occurred they
drove along the road to the abbey (care-
fally avolding the grewsome Lree by
the plantation), and met Mra, Meadows
and some others, but without Mary.
It had not occurred to them to look for
tha poor maniac where she was [ound
the next morning.

On the previous day a cloud of car-
rion crowa had hovered around the gib-
bat, Anally resting upon the tres, the
figure In chains hanging !mmovabla In
ita ley bonda.

It might be that these evil birds had
more than an earthly reputation of
vilenesa.

Superstitious natives of Kirkstall
who saw them, belleving they were evil
spirita, moted them as of curlously
draggled plumage, with flerce beaks,
and making strange and hideoua cries.
It might have been, they Lhought, In
their Imaginative blindneas—or with
an inspired vislon—who shall say?—
that the hosta of heaven were driving
the carrlon crows out of the land, and
that they had clung to the gibbet as
their rightful resting place.

There are no bounda to the Divine
mercy, and the last appeal of a good
and pure woman s known to be full of

saving grace.

CHAPTER XVI.

The moon was ahining bright and
elear; the stars had gone to rest, leav-
ing sentinel over the sleeping constel-
lations that one diamond-shaped planet
the Kirkstall folk had looked upon as
the atar of Bethlehem, when Mary
Lockwood lald herself at the foot of
tha awful tree and fell asleeap.

Had her eruel destiny in its natural
sequence of eventa led her there? Had
the inspiration of her love brought her,
in pathetle sympathy, to the feet of
him at whose grim altar she should
complete her moral sacrifice? Was it
A pagan sacrifice? Or was it the ount-
come of the Divine love that was above
all love, the Divine merecy which had
recelved the penitent words of the ain-
ner In those last moments of York jafl,
and selected thia gracious time to give
them a sign of His Fatherly aympathy
and mercy? May It not be that under
this celestial inspiration His angels—
seeking a supreme opportunity to sig-
nalize the blessed eve—had Interceded
for both the loved and the lost, and,
purifying the grim sign of man’'s stern
justice, scattering the evil birds of hell,
bad brought poor Mary whera they
had found her, to transform that
wretched aymbol of man’s unforgiving
ereéed Into a ladder of angel gold upon
which she passed In their sublime com-
pany to the sunny land of everlasting
peace.

it was In some such strain that the
parson preached on Christmas eve,
seeking to enforce the Christian doe-
' trine, that even for such as he, whose
‘body wis a black and stained thing,
; thers might be salvation; and perhaps
. through the unconsclons intercession
_‘of thelr poor, distranght sister, who

4“ called the heavenly hosts to that

“1 medern crucifixion of the modern thief.
& biind hope that, as Christ had
P ‘gates of heaven to the peni-

all pure and true nntil he had crossed
her path. If the preacher drew a long
draft on their imaginations and hopes
and enforced his text with flights of
religious fancy that may seem out of
place in these prosalc days, it is still
permitted for us to hope that the an-
gels did take the place of the birds of
ovil strain and bear the suffering Mary
to.that other world, where the wickea
cease from troubling and the weary are
at rest.

Years rolled on.

The law had given a companion to
the gibbet by the plantation near the
abbey. The man Foster had ventured
to return to England, and, belng con-
demned for some )etty offense, was
taken sick Im prison. Under the im-
pression that he was dying he con-
fessed to the murder of Squire Belling-
hani, and related the circamstances of
the crime exactly as they had occurred.
Whether It was a malignant and
avenging fate that had preyed upon his
fears to bring him to this position,
and then to restore him to health, it
is not for the historlan to say; he has
eimply 1o chronicle events as he finds
them in the evidence before him.

Foster confessed to the jail chaplain
that it was he who shot Bellingham,
and he also narrated the detalls of the
tragedy to the warder. As If the load
off his mind gave his physaical nature a
fillip, he began to recover, and 1n due
course he was arralgned at York as-
sglzes (om his own confession), upon
the charge of highway robbery and
murder, his confesslon being fully sup-
ported by such evidence as could be got
together,

He died, as he had lived, a coward,
struggling with his fate to the last,
calling himself a fool, swearing he had
been tricked by the jall doector Into a
fear of death, and at the last moment
denying his gullt and having to be sup-
ported to the scaffold, a miserable exhi-
bition of judicial strangulation; but he
was quiet enough when they made a
sign of him near the rattling chaina of
his fellow criminal, the remainder of
whose wretched body had almost dis-
appeared between Lhe assaults of the
wind and the raln, and the birds of
prey and the human relic hunters.

One ealm autumn evening many a
year afterwards, there came an old
man to the Star and Garter.

He was tanned by wind and weather,
wrinkled with age and travel, his hair
sparse and of an lron-grey. He had
bright blue eyes, white teeth, stromg,
bony hands, carried a staff like an
alpen stock, and wore a straggling
beard.

He arrived by coach with a palr of
great brown lealthern trunks, covered
wilh curious marks and letterings, as
if they had seen A marvelous amount of
servica. He settled down at the Star
and Garter, ordered a nsitting room,
commanded a fire, spoke in calm but
very decislve tones, and asked many
gquestions about men and women who
had been dead and gone for years and
yearn: (ha Meadowses, for Instance;
old Morley, and Mary, the Mald of the
Inn.

There was nothing odd Iin his Inquir-
ing about Mary, becanse ahe had, as it
were, become everybody's properiy. A
famona poet had made a ballad about
her, and it was a common thing for
folk that were gifted that way to recite
itt Other lesa |llustrious ballad mong-
ers had done the story of Mary's night
in the abbey Into verse, and the chap-
men At the faira had long been selling
the “last dying speeches and ronfes-
glons of Richard Parker,” "coplea of
versea written npon hia last Interview
with Mary,” and other literary remi-
niscences of the tragedy.

It was, therefore, as I have said, not
surprising to have a stranger ask about
Mary: but this particular stranger ask-
ed all kinds of eurlous questions, and
vouchsafed now and then pleces of
curiove Information about eventa they
had heard of at the Star and CGarter
from Lheir fathers and grandfathers,
matters which seemed to them now to
be parta of stories In books, or thinga
that belonged to the age of “once apon
a time,” or incidenta that the news-
papers reprinted from old chronicles.

The stranger became a particularly
interesting person when he obtained
permirgion at his own expense to erect
A special gravestone to Mary Lock-
wood’'s memory, and people touched
their hata to him all over the place
when it was known that it was through
his influence the two gibbeta had sud-
denly been removed, such of the rags
and tatters of the poor wretchea who
had been hung Inschains being buried
decently. and a few Christlan words of
hope said over them,

The old man was fond of rambling
about the abbey. He set up a distant
branch of the Meadows family in the
“Hark-to-Rover,” and often called and
smoked a pipe with Jack Meadows and
his wife at the farm—the young Mead-
ows, who had inherited from the son
of the Mrs. Maedows, who was the
mother of that Jack Meadows who left
Kirkstall and was drowned at sea or
worse, becanse Mary, the maid of the
inn, would not have him, preferring the
highwayman in disgnise, who came to
the gallows,

It was noted that the old man was
particularly fond of these people, and
that he liked to walk with Jack and
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was so generous with money, had
seen so much, could tell such wonder
ful stogles; and he brought to them om
morning such a grand recommendatior

from the bankers of Leeds, not tr.-l

mention a solicltor there, that when R«
hinied at a desire to live with th
young people at the farm, and he a¢
companied this with a present of i
pair of the finest cart horses thal
Wakefleld market could show, and
when he sald he had neither chie nor
child, and was tirea of traveling, they
gave him the bedroom he sald he liked;
and he became one of the household
living as such, a pleasant companion
and friend to host and hostess, =&
grandfather In his actions towards the
children.

One calm summer's morning they
thought he had slgpt too long, and
went to call him: he smiled at the chil-
dren so peacefully that they did nol
like to disturb him, And nobody could
or did disturb him again. They found
hias last will and testament in a con-
spicuous place on a table near the
bed. It was a generous will for more
than the Meadows famlily, as several
Yorkshire institutions of charity could
be cited to prove; and on a sllp of pa-
per he had written, evidently on the
morning of his death, “Thank you for
letting me sleep in the room where I
was happy, as a boy. Jack Meadows"™

(The End.)

THE DEATH VALLEY BORAX.

—————————

Lucky Discovery Chaaged Lives of »
Beittler mnd His Wile.

In 1880 Aaron Winters lived with
his wife, Rosle, in a gulch known as
Ash Meadows, not far from the mouth
of Death Valley. He was 80 fond of
his wife that he would not allow her
to be long absent from him, although
thetr little hut on the side of the
mountain was 100 ml'es from the near-
est nelghbor, In a wild, rugged, for-
eaken country.

One day a desert tramp came along
and spent the night at the Wintera
home. He told the hunter about the
borax deposits of Nevada. When he
went away Winters thought that he
had seen deposity of the same kind on
his explorations into Death Valley.

Accordingly be and his wife went
together to make the search, having
previously provided themselves with
certaln test chemicals, which, when
combined with borax and Ignited,
would produce a green Same.

Having procured a plece of the sub-
stance which ha belleved to be borax,
Winters and his wife walted for night-
fall to make the test. How would it
barn?

For years they had lived llks Plulaw
on the desert, entirely withant Invn.
rira and often wanting for the very
necensaries of life. Would the maichn
change all thal?

Winters held the blaze to the sub-
stance with a trembling hand, then
shouted al the top of his volce: “Hhe
burna green, Romle! We're rich!
We're rich!”™

They had found borax., Thea mine
waa sold for $20.000, and Winters took
his Rosle to a ranch In Nevada —Chi-

cago Tribune.

—— —— ——

FEmbarrasssd HRayunitly.

On a recent occasion King Christlan
of Denmark, while out for a walk, met
one of hig courtiers who was renowned
for his stinginess. As it happened, on
A previous occasion the King had
“treated” him, but his majesty, Ainding
that he had no money, the courtier
had to pay for the “treat.” and 1t had
come to the royal sars that the court-
ter had not yet Anished grumbling at
having been “bilked.” Full of desire
to repair the past, the King rushed
up to his auhject: "“Now, my dear
count, | am really going to stand treat
on this ocecasion.” Then, lo and be-
hold, as usual on searching for money,
the King found none! Luackily, at
that moment he saw (hrough the open
door the Crown Prince and hia equer-
ry riding by. The king rushed out
and called to his son: “For goodness’
pake, lend me some cash. ['ve stood
treat to Count So-and-so again, and
if he finda himsell done for the sec-
ond time he will raise a rebellion.”
The situation was saved, but the coart
has not yet finished its langh.—Candid

Friend.

.

An Oid Frplanation.

A man in Nesa county got into print
the other day with the boast that he
possesaed the most ancient aimanae In
Kansas, the date of his book being
1819. And now comes a man in Smith
county with a whole library of more
ancient almanacs. For example, he
has six consecutive annual issues of an
almanac bearing the title, “An Astro-
nomical Diary or Almanack,” an Am-
erican publication, the first of the six
having the date of 1769. The owner of
these ancient publications s Mr. A, C.
Coolidge, who appears to be quite a
collector. He haa many old newspapers
and bookas, and of one of them, “The
Smith County Ploneer™ says: “Mr,
Coolldge has a book of psalms and
hymns published In 1815 under the title
“Muosica Sacra.” Did you ever wonder
why It is that song booka have the
spprano placed above the other parta?
The reason given in this book ia: “As
female voicea are, In general, more nu-
merour, the air in this work s uni-
formily placed nppermoat in the brace.”
~The Kansas City Journal.

Owver 4,000 sheep wers taken recently
from Montana to Lasdsing, Mich., to be
fed there om magar beet refuse,

.hlﬁ wounds heal gquicker than
¢caused by a canstic tongue.
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The police of Aurora arrested two In-
toxicated boys, who sald they had se-
oured the liguor in Hankes' saloon.
The saloonkeeper was flned $60 and
costs.

After being Mrs. Charles Hendren for

ome woek, Miss Frances March resumed

her school duties at a Bloomington
eollege and Charles Hendren returned
to life on his farm near McLean, Their
parents opposed the union, both on ac-
count of their youth and also the rela-
tionship.
his new son-in-law arrested on a charge
of marrying his first cousin and of
falsifying to the ages In the license.
Within an hour Judge Myers Issued a
decree of divorce.

The Sangamon county Democratic
committee met and declded on March
16 as the date for holding the spring
primary. The county convention will
be held three days later.

At Chester, Judge Hartsell demled an
application for a writ of habeas corpus
to secure the release of James French,
& prisoner in the southern Illinols pen-
itentiary. This case, llke several sim-

ilar ones recently tried, was heard on |

technicalities arising from the work-
Ings of the Illinols convict parole law.

One of the most important discover-
les of mastodon remains that has been
made In many years séems to have
been unearthed on the farm of John
Bamford, seventeen miles northeast of
Morris. On his farm is a spring which,
in the summer time, ls very swampy
and marshy. Recently Bamford and
his nelghbors began digging In the
frozen ground, and took out a large
ivory tusk which is five feet long and
has a diameter of eighteen Inches.

Judge Anthony Thornton of 8helby-
ville is sald to be the only surviving
member of the [llinols state constitu-
tional convention of 1847,

H. P. Reavis, aged 76 years, brother
of James Heavis, deputy county clerk,
died Friday at Bmith Center.

The board of directors of the Mat-
toon free street falr have decided that
the next street fair should be held on
October 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11.

The coremakers of Quincy have or-
ganizsed & uniom, electing Chris Nabe
president and Arthur Humbey secre-
tary.

Heury (riflin, colored, who imposed
on the associated charities and then
stole a palr of trousers, has been giv-
el A #ix months’ sentence In the
Quincy houss of correction.

The Alton retall merchanta will ecall
upon the citisens of Allom (0 assist

them In entertaining the delegates to |

tha state comvention of retall mer-
chants, which will meet there next
year. It ls expectad there will be 400
delegates In attendance.

An Interstate wspelling maltch has
been arranged between some of the
besat spellers on Missouri “point” and
some of the Alton people. The Mie
sourl “poiat” people have sald that
they can spell down the Alton people’s
best spellera

Ilda May Dennle, who was acquitied
at Quiney of the charge of murdering
her husband om the grounds of insan-
ity, will be pent to the asylum at Jack-
sonville, aan there seema to be no pro-
visiom made for taking eare of women
in the asylum for eriminals at Chesler,

The Allon city officials have been
notifled thal the tax assesament of the
city of Alton, representing all the tax-

able property In the city, ls $2,137.202. |

This Is an increase of about 200,000
over last year,

The Quiney Sireel Car company has
decided to extend ita tracks to Walton
Helighta
throngh the gronads of the state sol-
diera’ home. Work will be commenced
at the opening of the spring season.

W. W. Ward, aged 56 years, a farmer
who lived a few milea south of Quin-
ey and who waa gored by a bull several
montha ago, died from his Injuries

A certificate announcing an Increase
of eapital etock from $300.000 to $400 -
00 by the BState Baving, Loaan and
Trust company of Quincy has been
filed In the Adams county recorder’s
officn,

Adjt. Oen. Reece has issned an order
appointing Rev, John H. Acton of Chi-
cago as chaplain of the first ship's
erew, naval militia, of [llinowm.

in the United States Clreuit court at
Bpringfield In the suit of Benjamin F.
Hargla of Kansas City, agalnst Sheriff
John Kickham of 8t. Clair eounty and
his suretiea, a jury awarded Hargls
damages in the sum of $10,000 as the
amount due him for corn which had
been deposited in the Columbia Ele-
vator company's elevator at East St
Louls, and seized by Sheriff Kickham
on an attachment.

Elder Stotler, pastor of the Chrla-
tian church at Centralla, has an-
nounced his resignation as pastor, to
take effect Mareh 1.

The death of Mrs. Indiana Vall, aged
#0 years, occurred at her home In Car-
lvle, where she had lived for over half
a century.

At Galmaburg John Wesley Adams,
an old Chicago, Barlington & Quiney
condunetor. was found In a dylng con-
ditlom in the rallromad yards and soomn
passed away. There are suspiciona of
foul play.

Rév. R. M. Tinnon, who has beenm
pastor of the First Cumberiand Pres-
brtérian church in Lincola for ten
years, has offered his resignation, to

take effect April 1.
T. Houser, Aged 79 years, fath-

‘Houser, is dead. He had
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[numpelhd recently to suspend

The father of the bride had |

and also to make a loop |
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Elunm the sult of . Joseph |

guardian of Charles Zimmer- tw s to J¢
mwmmmmm mwuh
| recovery on a policy held in the order

by Mary Zimmerman, deceased, result-
ed in a verdict against the soclety for | sey
ﬂll mt clalmed to be due,

1llinols Terminal rallroad 'was
business
over its entire road from Alton to Ed- |
wardsville because of a series of aocl-
dents to lts three locomotives.

Drury McMillen sustained a fracture
of his left shoulder while coasting on
& hill in Blair's pasture, near Alton.
A sled that had been left In the way
was struck by the sled upon which the
boy was riding and was wrecked.

Capt. G. W, Hill of Alton has ten-
dered his resignation as agent for the
Eagle Packet company at Alton, which
position he has held for nearly twenty-
five years.

In addition to the magnificent brick
and stone depot to be erected by the
Chicago and Eastern Illinels rallway
at Mount Vernon the Third Natlonal
bank will build a handsome three-
story block.

A movement s on foot at Salem for
the bullding of a large reservoir just
north of town, and to the fund the
1llinols Southern rallway company has
subscribed $1,000. The reservolr will
cover forty-five acres and the cost is
estimated at $5,000.

According to the records in the of-
fice of County Clerk Ackerman, there
were thirty-four births and fourteen
deaths in Clinton county during the
month of January.

Professors J. A. Kennedy and C.
Bpruitt of the lllinols School for the
Deaf have been elected to membership
in the National Geographical soclety
at Washington.

The conservator of Natham Walter,
who s In an lnsane asylum In South
Africa, has been pald §2,336, which has
besn in the bhands of the county treas-
urer at Decatur for a number of ysars.

The question whether or mnot Ma-
coupin creek is a navigable stream has
delayed work on the bridge across
that stream, in which the counties of
Greene, Jorsey and Calhoun are Inter-
ested. The malter is belng considered
by the War Departmant. If the stream
ia consldered navigabls a draw hridge
will be bulit,

A farmers’ tslephone company has
been organizsed in Calhoun ecounty, with
headquarters at Belleview,

E D, Stambro, a plonser settler of
Henry county, committed sulcide
north of Kewanes by Lying a handker-
chief around his neck and them twist-
ing It with a short stick. He had been
Ia poor bealth.

The Forest City telephonse company
has been Incorporated with a eapital |
of §3.600.

The Long Polat Mutual Telephone
rompany of Wapello has been licensed
by the secretary of stale,

Adin Baber, one of Lhe widest-known |
farmers and stockmen of Edgar coun-
iy, died of pansumonia

Beiboit Reents, & wealthy farmer,
mine owner and merchant, died at
Kramm's Station, aged 5§ yeara

Rossa Poyd of Robinsom was found
on the road uncomscious. The hores
that he was riding was near by and
the supposition s that the horse
stumbled and threw Boyd, producing
concussion of the brain.

Ray Evans, aged 34 years, was
killed near Frankfort by a falliag tree

Mra. Mary Hough, aged % jyears,
dled Monday at EMingham of paralywie
fhe was the mother « f Seastor Hough,
for twenty-five years a condoctor oma
the Vandalia line

John W. Liomberger, a plomeer of
Hancock county, ls dead al his home
at Lacrosss, aged 75

Frank Dudley la dead at Blooming-
tom, aged 40. He waa In the employ
of the Btandard Ol company, traveling
through lllinols, Indiana and Missouri.

The construction of the Deeatur and
Springfieid extension of the indiana,
Decatur and Western rallway will
bring 'nto existence & new town just
east of Springfield. The place will be |
ctalled Keyston. The raliroad company
has purchased €00 acres of coal righta
from the farmers living in the vieini-
ty, and the new town will be the loea-
tion of extensive coal mines

At & meeting of the Btate Hortieml-
tural soclety at Springfield Dr. B.
Btuve was elected president; John
Amoa, viea president, and Lewis Smith,
secretary and treasurer.

The business men of Hamburg are
attempting to organize a company to
build a eanning factory st that place.

Prof. M. E. Churehill of Illinois ecol-
lege, who went to California in search
of health, has been engaged to taks
the place of dean in Pomona ocollege,
Claremont, Cal., for the remainder of
the year. '

R. J. Graham of Belleville, Ont.,
owner of the Hardin evaporating plant,
fdeairea to dlspose of the plant to a
company composed of Calhoun cowun-
ty fruit growera. An #fort will be
made to organize a ~ompany.

In tha United Statea District court
at Springfield 8. 8. Tilden, postmaster
st Raymond, pleaded guilty to embez-

zlement from postofice funds and was
fined $1.060 the amount of the smbes-

zlement and sentenced to sfx months In
the Chester penitentiary, the Imposi-
tion of the sentence to be saspended in
munnﬂummumm
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The state board of .
celved a report of
of smallpox at Benton, l
ty, in the rallroad uﬂl
Ward & Co., contractors,
ntral railroad,

fled the board of

the quarantine is belng

the point of shotguns, and
unable to secure supplies
men and stock. Dr. Egan, |
of the board, has notified M.- ol
u!mnmtnpmluth Avery
supplies. b
Russell Blltlll.lnﬂl. - i

a prominent merchant of Carll
was killed in & rear-end ool

the Baltimore & Ohio rall

Garrett, Ind. mmm
the caboose, killing him and &
panion instantly. The decsased
23 years of age, and leaves A
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ment companies and l.unrm
under the Illinois laws are o

Bpringfield,
| hanling coal
one end struck




