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5 Newer of God—Kzsmples of Notable
[,/ Oemverslons Sirasge ae thy Texs “The
C Sy P : A ] v
: by Louls Klopath, N. X.)
TR Jan. 19.—In this dis-
i i course Dr. Talmage makes practical
. mm0 of an ocourrence in the orieat
& whigh has seldom attracted particular
8. sttention; text, II Kings, vi, 6, “The
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Miss Lisle Mansfield of Peoria s a| Two years ago Hannah C. Sprinkle | Judge Dwight, in the 05
candidate for the state regency of | was divorced from her husband, 8i- [ty Clrouit court st Tayios
Daughters of the American Revolu- | mon J. Sprinkle, at Moweaqua, aind he | recelversh * ol _-,-ﬁ.}fm yn.
tion. gave her §10,000. They remained sep- | company of Chix ,jtw . e

William K. acwell has been appoint- | arated three months and then remar- | Modern Hisctric Light CORUSMAD. S
od superintendent of the Illinols agri- H‘: :M' ;ﬂlﬂh l":::l about a “.l: 1 ﬁ - r:ii

it when Mrs, Sprinkle agaln appeared Apany (o remove e Preee;
cultural exbibit at the St. Louts expo- | *b : o Christiaa. county | oaiver, who 8 the' il L 2
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Those students in the valley of | 860 lron swim?” Yes, yes; many &

sition. Royal Trust con

#m #0 popular in the
Wl . Hlisha, the prophet, that more accom-

" tron ald swim.”
-~ A theological seminary In the valley

of palms, near the river Jordan, had
time of

© '\, . modations were mneeded for the stu-
] “dents. The classrooms and the dor-
i) mitories must be enlarged or an en-
tirely new bullding constructed. What
‘will they do? Will they send up to
Jerusalem and solicit contributions for
this undertaking? Having ralsed the
money, will they send for cedars of
Lebanon and marble from the quar-
“#ies where Ahab got the stone for the
pillars and walls of his palace? No;
the students propose to build it them-
selves. All they ask is that Elisha,
their professor and prophet, go along
with them to the woods and boss the
job. They start for the work, Elisha
and his students. Plenty of lumber
in those regions along the Jordan.
The sycamores are attacked by Ell-
sha’'s students, for they must have
Jumber for the new theological sem-
' inary. Crash goes one of the trees
and another and another. But some-
thing now happens so wonderful that
the occurrence will tax the credulity
of the agea, s0o wonderful that many
still think it never happened at all
One of the students, not able to own
an ax, had borrowed one. You must
remember that while the ax of the
olden time was much llke our modern
Ax, It differed in the fact that instead
of the helve or handle belng thrust
into a socket In the Iron head the head
of the ax was [astened on Lhe handle
by a leathern thong, and o It might
slip the helve. A student of the sem-
inary was swinging his ax agalnst one
of those trecs, and the ax head and the
handle parted. Belng near the river-
side, the ax head dropped Into the
and sank to the muddy bottom.
was the student’'s dismay. If It
beenn his own ax, It would have
bad enough, but the ax 4id not
to him. He had no means to
another for the kind man who
loaned It to him, but Ood helps
bhelpless, and he guonerally heips
through some good and sympathetle
soul, and in this cane It was Ellsha,
who was In the woods and on the riv-
er bank at the time. He 414 not see
AXx head Ay off, and so he asked
student where It dropped. He was
shown the place where It went down
to the river. Then Elisha broke off
branch of a tree and threw It Into
water, and the ax head rose from
deptha of the river and foated to
bank, a0 that the student had Just
stoop down and take up the re-
properiy. Now you see the

would eome when hundreds of thou-
sands of tons of from would float om
the Atlantie and Pacific —lron shipe
from New York to Bouthampton., from
London te Caleatta, from San Fran-
cleco to Cantomn. The man making
such a prophecy wounld have been pent
to an masyluom or carefully watched as
incompetient to go alone. We have all
in our day seem lrom awim. Now, If
man ean make hundrede of toma of
metal foat, | am disposed to think
that the Almighty econld mike an ax
head foat

“What,” says some one, “wonld be
the use of such a miracle?™ Of vast,
of Infinita, of eternal Importance
Thoss stundents were preparing for the
ministry. They had Joined the theolog-
leal seminary to get all Its advantages
They needed to have their faith
strengthened; they needed to be per-
sualed that God cam do averything:
they needed to learn that God takes
notice of little things; that there ls no
emergency of life where he is not will-
ing to help.

1 hear from different sourcea that
there I8 a great deal of iInfidelity In
some of the theological seminaries of
gur day. We think that most of the
so-called miracles of the 04 and the
New Testaments were wronght by nat-
ural canses. When those infidels grad-
nate from the theological seminary
and take the pulpits of America as
expounders of the Holy Secriptures
what advocates they will be of that
gospel for the truth of which the mar-
tyrs dled! Would to God that some

t revival of religion might sweep
through all the theological seminaries
of this land, confirming the faith of
the eoming expounders of an entire
“Bible!

Furthermore, in that seene of the
text God panctions borrowing and sets
‘forth the importance of returning.

! There are times when we have not
only & right to borrow, but it is a duty

cf : .-ﬁhﬂﬂ. There are timea when we

£ onght to lend, for Christ in his sermon
" o the Ynonmt declared, “From him
é would horrow of thee turn not
i 5 » It s tight that one bor-

of getting an ldllﬂtlul.‘

student of my text bor-

palms by the Jordan had a physical [time. I saw a soul hardened nn:lﬁ

atrength and hardihood that would
help them in their mental and spirit-
ual achlevements. We who are tolling
for the world’s bettermment need brawn

us well as brain, strong bodles as well |

a8 [llumined minds and consecrated
souls.

Let all those who toll for their edu-
cation remember they are especially
favored, and if things go against them
and the ax head should fly the helve
that very hinderment may some time
turn out advantageously, as the accl-
dent by the river Jordan, which seem-
ed to finish the young student’s eapao-
ity to help bulld the new seminary,
resulted in a splendid demonstration
of the power of Elisha’s God to help
any one who helps himself. No ax that
was ever wielded has wrought so well
as that ax, the handle and head of
which parted.

Notice, also, how God is superior to
every law that he has made, even the
strongest law of nature, the law of
gEravitation. What a rebuke to those
who reject miracles on the ground that
they are contrary to nature, as though
the law were stronger than the God
who made the law! Agaln and agaln
in Bible times was that law revoked.

There Christ stood by his disciples
on Lthe Mount of Olives after his com-
Ing out of the sepulcher. No ladders
det down for his ascension, but his feet

lift from the hill, and he goes up until |

the curtain of cloud drops, and he is
Invisible,. Law of gravitation again
unharnessed. Enoch, Methaselah's
father, eacaping death, went up bodily
and will have no need of resurrection.
Bo will all the good who shall be still
alive at the end of the world They
will not need wings. Every one of the
milllons of our planet who loved and
served the Lord, If them alive, will “be
caught up,” as the Bible mays, body as
well as soul, the law of gravitation
paralysed. God mightler than any law
he ever crealed. Oh, | llke the mir-
acles because they show Uod Independ-
oot of everything.

Notice also the divine power In the
backwoods. Woanderful things were
done at the cities of Jerleho and Jeru-
malem and Dabylon and Nineveh, and
the greal cities of our Uime have scen
the divine power, but this mirscle of
my text was in the bhackwooda far
Aaway from the city, ln the lamber din-

nothing could make it harder.

thrown into the dark and

stream, gnd the sunken soul respond-
ed to its power and rose into the light,
and, to the astonlshment of the
church and the world, “the Ilrom did
swim.” [ have seen hundreds of cases
like that. When the dying bandit om
the cross beside Christ’'s cross was
converted. When Jerry McAuley, a
rufflan graduate of S8ing Sing prison,
was changed into a great evangelist,
80 useful in reclamation of wandering
meén and women that the merchant
princes of New York established for
him the Water Strest and Cremorne
missions and mourned at his burial,
amid the !amentations of a elty.
When Newton, the blaspheming sall-
or, under the power of the truth was

| brought to Christ and became one of

the mightiest preachers of the gospel
that England ever saw, When John
Bunyan, whose curses shocked esvem
the profane of the flah market, was
80 changed In heart and life that he
could write that wonderful dream,
“The Pligrim's Progress,” In such a
way that uncounted thousands bhave
found through It the road from the
“eity of destruction™ to the “celestial
city.” In all these cases [ think jrom
was made to swim. [ worship the God
who can do the lmpoasible.

You have a wayward boy. Only God
knows how you have cried over him
You have tried everything for his ref-
ormation. Where is he now—in this
city, in the country, or has he crossed
the sea 7™ “0b." you say, “1 do not
know where he Ils. He weni away In
the sulks and did nol say where he
was going.” You have about made up
your mind that you will never hear
from him again. Pretty bard pay bhe
gilvem you for all your kindness and
the nights you sat up with him when
bhe was alck. Perhaps he struck you
omne day when you were Urying Lo per-
suade him to do better. How different
was the feeling of that hard fist

tricts, where the students had gone to | against your face from his little hand

cut timber for the new (heologieal
seminary. And if this sermon shall
come, as It will come, like my other
sermons for the last thirty years, with-
oul missing & week, ot me may to
those far away from the house of (Jod
and ia the mountain distriets that my
text showa the divine power In the
backwooda, The Lord by every stream
aa he certalnly was by the Jordanm, om
every mountaln as surely as he was on
Mount Zlon, on every lake as om TI-
berias, oy every rock aa by the one
whose gushing waters slaked the thirst
of the marching Iarasiites

Do not feel lonely becanse your near-
est neighbor may be miles awar, be-
causs the width of the continent may
geparate vyom [from the place where
your eradle was rocked and your fath-
er's grave was dug. Taka your Bible
out snder the treen, Il the weather
will permit, and after you have lla-
tenad to the solo of A bird In the tree.
topa or the long meter psalm of the
thunder, read those worde of the Bible,
which mnat have been writtam out of
doors: “The treea of the Lord are full
of sap, the cedars of Lebanomn which
he hath planted, where the birds make
their neata; #s for the stork, the fir
treea are her house. The high hills are
a refoge for the wild goats and the
rocks for the conles. Thom makest
darknesa, and ™ night, wherein all
the heasta of the forest do creep forth.
The young llona roar after their prey
and seek thelr meat from God. The
sun ariseth, they gather themselvea to-
gether and lay them down In their
dens. Man goeth forth onto his work
and to hia labor nntil the evéming. 0O
Lord, how manifold are thy worka! In
wisdom hast thou made them all. The
earth s full of thy riches,” How do
you like that sublime pastoral?

My subject also reminds us of the
importance of keeping our chief im-
plement for work in good order, |
think that young theologieal student
on the banks of Jordan was to blame
for not examining the ax before he
lifted it that day against a tree. He
could In a moment have found out
whether the helve and the head were
firmly fastened. The simple fact was
thea ax was not In good order or the
strongest stroka that sent the adge
into the hard sycamors would not
have left the implement heaadless, So
God has given every ona of us an ax
with which to hew. Let oa keep it In
good order, having been sharpened by

in Infancy patiing your cheek! Fa-
ther! Mother! That Is an Impoasible
that I would llke to ses Ood takes bhold
of, of the conversion of that boy, for
ha will never be anything but a boy to
you, though you should live Lo see him
fifty years of age. Did you say his
heart e hard? How bard? Hard as
stone? "“"Yea™ you say, “harder thana
that. Hard as lron.” BPutl here s a
(Qod who ecan lift the soml that has
been deepest down. Here in a God whe
ean ™ise a soul out of the biack-
est deptha of sin and wretchedness
Here ia a Ood who can maks lrom
swim, the God of Elisha, the God of
the young student that stood In dis-
may om the banks of the Jordan at the
time of the lost ax head Lay hold ai
the Lord In a prayer that will take no

denial

STORY ABOUT THE WiILLOW.

Fardiest Trea Known. and ths Esslesy
te Qrow,

if you ask me to mentilon a tres
most Hkely to live when planted by un-
skilled hands, says a writer In the
Chantauquan Magazine, | would say a
willow. [ mean Lhe mosat common kind
to be found in the northerm states—
the kind that stands beside and over
shadows the roadside watering trough.

If you have driven or wheeled over
country roads a picture of such a com
bination will readily come to your
mind, The chances are that there Is
a loeal tradition connected with the
origin of that tree. | have heard It In
many different Jocalities, with but
slight variation,
' The story usually runs something
like this: “John Dee, one of the early
settlers, was riding horseback along
this road, then but a bridle path, and
stopped at this spring te water his
horse. He stuck his riding whip Infe
the mud, it took root like a cutting,
and the present patriarchal willow
has been the outcome.” The Impres
gion Is common that willows will
thrive only In wet placesa

it Is true a willow is very comfort
able in places where many other trees
will suffer from chilblains, yet it will
give good remulia elsewhere.

Evary One Needs a Habby.

No man can retain his bodily and
mental heaith if he devotes himself
exclugively to business., Bodily he will
become inert and Aabby; menfally In-
ert and duill. First his power will di-
minish; then his grasp on practieal
problems will be relaxed; his

ity will be weakened and In

George Mitchell and Miss Millle
Branch, of Sallor Springs, [lL, eloped
to Louisville and were married at the
Metropolitan hotel.

While at tlie breakfast table Dr. K.
J. Blair of Charleston dropped frim his
chair a corpse. Heart fallure was as-
slgned as the cause, though no pre-
vious symptoms or illness had oe¢-
curred,

Thomas Brown, one of the oldest
lake captains in Chicago, died at his
home. He was 85 years old, and since
1840 had made his home In Chicago.

Death came guddenly to Mrs. Eunice
Brokaw, aged 87, wife of Abram Bro-
kaw, millionaire, of Bloomington.

The auditor lssued a permit for the
organization of the Drovers’ Bavings
& Trust Company of Chicago, with a
capital of $200,000,

Ald. Bdward C. Hoffmann of Alton
was arrested for threatening the life
of a pewspaper man and placed under
bond to keep the peace.

Puplls of Carlinville schools and eitl-
gens are donating books to the new
school library.

Rural free dellvery will begin March
1 at Dietrich. Postoffices at Eberly,
Eliotstown and Winter Rowd to be
supplied from Dietrich.

Thomas Lawrence, a farmer, was
shot and dangerously wounded by
Thomas Mclean, at Galesburg.

The remalns of Andrew Gamble, a
resident of Peoria, were found In the
Illinols river.

A new bank, First National, was or-
ganlzed in Benton with a eapital stock
of $25000. The oMcers are: John T.
Chenault, president; W. W. McFall,
vice president; Geo. C. Cantrell, cash-
ler; directors, J. T. Chenault, W, W.
MceFall, J. F. Ammon, 8, W. Swaln and
H C Vise

L. E Wood, aged 13 years, shot him-
self with a revolver at Quincy, the ball
lodging near his heoart. The wound s
pronounced fatal

Joseph Crogo, a elvil war vetaran, |8
doad at his home at Hloomlagton, aged
L

Adjt.-(len. Reecn confirmed the elec-
tiom of Exra C. Chacey to captain of E
ecompany, 5th infantry, I. N. O.

The biggest tree In the section of
eountry about Jerseyville was eut on
the tarm of Robert MeDow, In Misals-
sippl townahip, Jersey ecounty, by
Tom Johmson. It was a eottonwood,
measuring 8 feet in clreumference,
and It ls estimated that it will prodaee
forty cords of wood. The tree was
over 100 years old,

By agreement, the sult of the il
lage of Loami against the Chieago,
Peoria and Bt Louia rallway has bden
dlamissed An ordinance waa passed
&y the village hoard requiring the rall-
road to piace a walchman at the Cen.
ter street crossing. The rallroad fafled
to comply, and the village swed for
damages In the sum of §6.000. A com-
promise arrangement has now been
made.

Representatives of a ayndicate com-
poeed of eastern capitalista, having ite
headguarters In New York ecity, are
endeavoring to purchase all of the
milk condenaing establishmenta In the
United States for the purpose of con-
solidation. The emissaries of the pro-
posed combine are making stremnous
afforta to buy the plants of the Helve.-
tia Milk Condensing Company at High-
land.

Deputy Sherif E. E. Reynolds re-
ports that a peeuliarly disastrons mal-
ady i= playing havoe among horses in
the lower end of Roek [gland county
and the neighboring portions of Mer-
cer county. The disease after ita first
appearance weakena the vietime rap-
fdly and ia slways fatal after (wo or
three daya

The Chicago branch of the American
Transvaal league has been incorpora-
ted in INinois. The object is to rajse
funds for the relief of the Boers, and

the incorporators are Joha C. Will-
fams, Charlea A. Klotz and John G.

Vehe, Among the other important cor-
porationa licensed by the secretary of
state are the following: The 8t. Louis
and Blg Muddy Coal company certified
to a change in the location of Ita prin-
cipal office from Pinckneyviile to Car-
bondale. The Chicago Pnenmatie Tool
company of Jersey City, N. J, with a
capital stock of $7.500000, is lconsed
to do business in Illinois, with a eap-

ftal of $10,000.
Radolph Miller, a well-to-do farmer

of mnorthern McLean county,

Wedneaday,
Adulterated vimegar and flavoring

extracts and imitation butter having
been found in the Chicago markst In
large quantitiea; the Tilinols state pure
food commission has commenced eivil
actions against thirty-two dealers.

and asked for another divorce and ali-
mony, alleging extreme cruelty. Judge
Dwight granted the decree Thursday,
awarding Mrs. Sprinkle §5,000 ali-
mony.

H,
Cumberland County National bank at

Neoga, and Miss Mabel Varis of Stew-
ardson, were married Thursday at the
home of the bride's parents in Btew-
ardson. They left for Danville to vis-
it for a few days, and will then go to
Chicago to spend their honeymoon.
Rev. B. Hollock, walking home late
at night, discovered that the big bridge
on the Clover Leal Road, west of Ham-

convicted of perjury a moath
who has sinee been confined
Peoria jail, was released on $5,000
Thursday by a supersedeas from
Bupreme Court, pending a hearing
the case next moath. Hereford
jured himself In attempting to obtaln
a divorce from his wife that he might
marry Cora Strubel. The Btrubel wo-

election of M. (0. Plank aa

and W, H. Cushing as secretary.
certaln betveen 100 and 126 visl
lsundrymen will be present, and It
the intention th give them a .
ception.

Misa Farley, a young woman
erton and one of the balles
village, suffered the humiliation
ing taken In charge by a
at the Wabash depot In H
Wednesday night. In the sore d
of an lgnominy she could not under.
stand, the young Ilady passed a die
tracting two hours at the police head-
quarters. Then she learned that her
arrest was the resunilt of a mistake on
the part of her overprudeat and too
discerning Mather. The young wom-
an's father caused her arresi on the
suppoaition that she had eloped from
Riverton with a young man, to which
he had the strongest objections, on aec-
count of the age of the girl, she being
about 18 years old. There was nothing
In the elopement story, and when the
father made his appearance at the po-
lice headqguartera he was made aware
of the fact in a torremt of feminine
indignation that simply overwhalmed
him. ~

Over 1000080 gignatures have been
attached at Chicago to the referendum
leagne'n petition, It la announced by
officiale of the organization, and the
prediction ia made confidently that be-
fore long the number will be Increased
sufielently #0o that the requirements
of the pnew referendam law wiil be
met. [If the league sucreeds, the gaes-
tiona of municipal ownership and 4i-
rect nominations at primaries wili be
submitted to the people for a vole at
the spring election.

Violinist Kubelik visited the Chi-
cago stock yards, where he was an
interested oomerver of the work In the
killing pens. CGiven a box of soap.

The interests which promise the un-
lon of all the gluecose and starch fae-
torfes Into one great organization hawve
made a flattering n}er for the purchase
of the plant of the [llinols Sugar Re-
fining compnay, at Pekin, and there
seema strong likelihood that it will be
acrapted.

March 4 has been definitely decided
mpon by the Illinols eomm isston to the

geveral Chicago clubas.
The company which has been h-turl
ofl lands about Danville for several
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‘M. Welshimer, cashier of the | srounds
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