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nothing in all the world half so eweet
te me, or that I court half so ardently
as my little Bessie—so let there be no
further argument about it. These jolly
old coves down at the bank are golng
1o ralse my salary ffty dollars at
Christmas, and s0 if you can get your

' 1YDamascus

Senstor Willlam E. Mason has re-

Mrs. L. Boos of Efingham, & well-to- £ e & >
ed 1 erary bureau which

£ mot much epportunity for thoanght, for
(. wler hand, and led her to Jullan. :

e

HAPTER XXII—(Continued).
Julian stood like one thunderstruck.
He raised his manacled hands to his
brow, and tried to realize the force of
the wonderful thing he had heard.
Horam started to hix feet, and then
sank back, and burled his face in his |

hands. His thoughts had suddenly ! white hand

Hown from the sitory of the present
hour to that other story which he had |
had beard on the night before; and
the crash almost took away his senses,

Omar, when he saw how matters
stood, felt called upon to speak; for
he believed that he had discovered two
things: First, that his old friend and
brother was struggling to open his
breast to his child;, and, second, that
Juliam might be brought to forgive-
mess when he knew the whole truth.

“My friends,” he said, risihg to his

feel as he spoke, “the story Is not yet
complode. It remains for me to fin-
ish it.”
+ Ben Hadad and Ezabel gaszed eagerly
wp inte hils face; and Jullan leaned
toward him, with a beam of hope
struggling upon his brow.

“l am to blame In this maiter; or,
at least, | was the Innoceal cause,”’
continued the King of Aleppo, address-
lug lLien Hadad and Ezabel, "It was
I who gave to Horam the evidence
upon which he condemned his wife. I

supposed the gulit of the lady Helena
was posiitive, as | had Lhe Information

from officers who would not lie; and
I felt it my duly to acqualnt the hus-
band with the cireumstances. On my
wa) back ls my capital, while stopplng
is Balbee, | galned Information which
assured me Lhal the Queen of Damas-
Cus was lanocent; and lmmediately I
senl back two of my officers Lo coun-

vey hrtelligence thereof o Horam.
But 1hese messcugers never reached
Jheir dostination, They must bave
boeu robbed and murdered on Lhe way.
I purswed my course homewanrd, and
amid Lthe dulios of my realm. the thing
pasmed from my mind, Yesterday |
saw Horam for the Arst time In three- |
and-twenly years, and last evening |
revealed t» him the fact that his fArst
And best beloved wife, Helena, was |
wronglally accused —thal she waa pure
and trma. When this truth burst upon |
hiem., hin grief overcame bim. and |
feared LAt the shock would kill him ™

CAye,” erled MHoram, starting wp
again, "M did almost kill me, for Hel-
faa waa my first love, and ber place
was never refllled. O, my brothes
what ean | do™

Do whal is right,” repllied Omar,
laking Heram's oulsiredched hand
"He a maa, and let the heart assert its
away. Remember that you did the firsd
great deed of wrong. and that all the
othear ¢vll haa Nowed ouwl from taal

e unfortunats sct”

king of Damascus stood for a
moment with his bead bowed upon
Omar's shoulder, and hizg hand #till in
Omars grasp. Then he siarted up.
and hin egountenance had changed.

"By the biood of my heart, he ox
claimed, “the wrong shall ol grow
deeper agalnst me' What, ho' With-
out, there'! Slavea'—galtend me'"

The executionera chanced 1o be
Bearesl. afd they answered the rall

Bel-ara. sirike those Irons (rom
that man’s limbs! Btrike off every
botnd and set him free! [If you harm
hMim a8 moch as the prick of a rose
thorn. veur life ahall anawer for I1'"

The eaxeculioner stopped lo ask no
questions—he did not even mop (o
wonder al tha order; but he proceed-
ed o the work, and In a very few
minutea dhe prisoner waa free

Then the king started down from
the threme, and advanced to where
the freed man stond.

"My sem,” he said, extending both
hia handa, “the truth has rome =0
naked and so plain, that there s no
room for doubt; and | now see that
you bear npon your face tha features
of your meble mother —God pardon me
for the wreng | was led to do her!
And. my aen.—here, In the presence of
thesa winessea, | ask you to forget
the past-—I ask yom to be my son—
1 ask you do let me be your fatlu-r;—l
and thea, O, thean, Horam wiil be no
more childless'”

Julian bad no power to resist the
appeal and as the old king tottered
forward the som supported him upon
his bosem, and sustained him in the
embrace of his stout arme.

And yot Julian was not content. Hin
face wore still a cloud: and there was
trouble In his heart.

What esuild It mean? Horam feared
that hizs msom counid not quite love him.

Omar saw the tronble, and divined
ita caume; and stepping quickly for-
ward he whispered into the ear of hia
brother. Horam canght at the words,
and the star of hope beamed again. He
clapped his bands and cried out:

“What, ho! Without! Whers
Benoni ™

The eaptain eame,

“Benoni, bring the lady ['lin'"

Pale and trembling the princess en-
tered the ehamber; but when she saw
Julian aMve and free, with the shack-
les broken at his feet, the blood leaped
again through her veins. But she had

"the king quickly advanced and took

realm he shall see Horam’s own son
sitting uyon the throne of Damascus,
while Horam himself withdraws from
the world. that his last days may be
spent in quiet repose.”

No longer reztad the cloud upon Ju-
llan's brow. He caught the small
which had been placed
within his grasp, and sank down upon
his knees—sank down, he and Ulin,
one m love forevermore—and bowed
before the king.

"My father—|[ accept the blessing’ 1
am thy son'"”

THT END,
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he Blind Bride. &
By Amy Randolph. '_;
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Pentley Grange was a protty place at
all times of the year. but lovellest of
all when the reapers were at work in
the harvest flelds and the yellow light
of the October sun turned the wood-
land paths to enchanted alsles. A
lung, low structure of warmly tinted
reéd brick, with mullioned windows
volvel-smooth sweeps of lawn and box
b ders, which stood up like walls of
tulld emerald on each slde of the path,
it had a savor of the antique about It
which one seldom sees In an American
hovoe. "

And old Brande Dentley, walking up
and down in the mellow sunshine, he-
tween the walls of black-green  box,
with his eyes bent on the ground, and

corresponded well with the Urange.

Huddenly a eheerful foolsiep rang on
the stone terrace steps — tho sound of »
clenr, flute-like whistle rore above the
clivk of the distant mowing machine,
AnA Hurry Wade, the old man’'s neph-
ew, stood lke an Incarnation of youth
and sunskine befove him.

“Unele,” he cried merrily, “you‘ve
Eot the pretilest place In the world
here ™

Mr. Deatley took out his blg. old-
fashloned gliver waleh.

“Two o'clock.,” sald he, “and he
bank don’l close umtll four. Humph)
It appears to me, young man, that you
don’t wikk very close 0 business
hours '™

“Like a limpet, wncle.” sald Harry,
“and Just for today. Wi Caryl bas
fome (o act as & salstitute, for | real-
Iy wanted Lo see you, uncle ™

“"Humph!” again commented Mr
Rentley. “Yowre very fond of me -
Just of lale!"

“I'm always fond of you UUncle
Brande,” sald Marry, gravely, “but 1've
something to tell you "

“"Rome scTape you've A into,” aald
Mr. Bentley,

"Nothing of the sort, alr™

"Want te borrow momery, perhape' ™

l'pon my word. no'"™

“"You've fallea In lave
gir), then'"™

“Yom are right this time nache,.”
sald Harry, langhiong and coloring
“and, of course, | havs rome directly
te yom o tell yom of my good fortane
It is little Bessic Bird'"

“A milliner's apprentiec'”
the old bachelor.

“If she chooses to help her mother
along by trimming hats In her aunt's
millinery rooms, | se> nothing derog -
atory in 1hat”™ sald Harry, vallantiy.

“A mere child of seventeen™

“Bat | dom’t want am old lady of
forty -sevon'"

“"Hanph'™ growled Mr Bentley.
“What do elther of you know of life™

“Not much, to be sure, ancle. as yet,”
admitted the young lover., “bwt we
think we can easily learn—together.”

“And where do yon think th~ nap-
kins and tablecloths and bread and
butter and rent and water taxes arre
to come from?" sardonically inquired
Brande Bentley.

“l have my malary, Unecle Brande.
sald Harry, “and PBessie has been edu-
cated to be very economical.”

“I'l have nothing to say to such
nonsenze,” gald Mr. Bentley,
“Bat, Uncle Brande, all

h__.._.."

“Nothing, [ say—absolutely noth-
mg!” thundered the old man. "“It's
folly — trash —sentimental tomfoolery’
If yon want my opinion, thers it fs’
Time enongh for yon to think of mat-
rimony when you are thirty. There
ought to be a law to prevent young
people making fools of themselves ™

And Brande Bentley turmed on his
heel and strode back Into the house

So that Harry had no very inapir-
iting news for Pes='s Bird when ke met
her, as uswal, on the corner of Broad-
way, to walk home with her through
the pleazant antumn twilight.

“"Was he very crosa?™ sald Bessle,
who was a white-kitteny sort of a girl,
with flufty yellow hair, dimples in her
cheeks, and eyes the exact color of the
“flowing-blne” china on owur grand-
mother's shelves.

“As savage as Bluebeard'"

“Did he scold dreadfally *
Bernle

“Told me T was a fool'™

“But if he won't consent——"

"Then we must manage to get along
without his consent.” gaid Harry. “Be-
canse, yon know, Bessie, I do love you
80 very dearly, and you like me a In.

wilh pome
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“But your mother has siways comnt- |
ed upon your being his halr.” sald Pes-
sle. “And to lose sll that money,
jast——r :
"h *_md . .-._
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frock made we'll be married then. And
set Uncle Brande and the world at de-
flance, eh?"

The first November snowstorm was
drifting (ts white flashes through the
alr when a visitor was shown into
Brande Bentley’'s snug parlor.

“Kb,” sald he, “a stranger, Jones? I
never aee strangers.”

“But you will see me!" said a soft
volce—and a slender, golden-halred
girl stood beiore him, neatly yet plain-
ly dressed, her black cloak powdered
over with snow, and a spectacled old
lady by her side. “I am Bessie Bird—
and this is my aunt, Miss Belton, the
milliner.*

Miss Bellon courtesied. Mr. Bentley
siared.

“l suppose you have come heéere to
speak 1o me about my nephew.”

“Yea, sir,” sald Bessle.

“It will be of no use,” sald he, curtly,
“My opinlons on the subject of his
marriage remain unchanged.”

“But mine do not,” sald Bessle.
“Please to hear me through, Mr. Bent-
ley. | have written him a letter to give
bim up this morning. And I came to
tell of it now, s0 that you will feel
kindly towards him once more. 1 have
told him we never could be married."

“You're a sensible girl,” mald Mr.
Bentley, smiting his hand on the table.

“And [ have sent him back the little
Earbet engagement ring that he gave
me.” added HBessie, with a sob In her
threat,

“"HBetter and bettec'™
Brande, exultantly,

"Not,” bravely added Bessle, “be-
cause | don’t love him as dearly and
truly as | ever did. But because | see
now how wrong it would be for me to
fetter his whole life. For——* Hhe
stoppad an lostant and s slight shud-
der ran through her (renme, *| may as
well tell you all, Mr. Beatley: 1 sa
going blind!”

“Bllad'” echoed the old man.

“"Blind,” repeated Bessle, gently, bet
frmly. “[ have had such strange blurs
and darknesses come across my vislon
of late, and wenl to a doctor, And the
doctor told we, as kindly as ho could,
that these are but the precursors of
tolal blindness. Ho, of course, all Is at
an end belween Harry and me. WU
you please (ell him this? [ have re-
ferred him (0 you for all particulars.”

“I will.” sald the old man, huskily.

Harry Wade came o0 hls uncle that
very morning In greal perturbmtion

“What does this mean, alr ™ sald I+

sald Uncle

| “"Have you been endeavoring to per-

saade her to throw me over™

"No, boy - no.” sald the old man, and
he told him all.

“I am bound to say that the girl haa
bobaved very well,” said he. “Shall you
give her up™

“No' Never! shouted Harry, wi™
pale face and tightly clenched hand.
“Never! If she wan dear to me belore.
she shall be doubly tremsured and sa-
cred now-—my little amitten lamb—my
droaping, white Miy-bud' | will pever
give her up while we both lHye'™

The old man's eyes glittored, a faint
folor bad risem Into his wilhersd
rheeka, ns he rose and Emaped both
hia mephew's hands as In a vies

“You're a trump, Harry Wade'” sald
he. ‘| respect you more at this min-
ute than ever before. Give her up, In-
deed! If you gave np that little jewel
of a girl you would give up the beacon
star of your existence. She Ia a peasi
of price, Harry—a troe and noble wom-
an, who wouldn't have hesitated o
sacrifice hersell for your benefit. Marry
her tomorrow If you will and bring her
right here to Bentley Grange. It shall
be her home and yours henceforward

And in this strange and andden way
old Brande Bentley relented and took
his nlece-in-law-elect into hia heart
Bessie in all the flush of her rose-bud
beauty conld never have melted his
heart, but Bessie stricken down by God
became sacred and precions In  bis
sight.
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NEW ENGLAND CONSCIENCE.
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The Scruple That Prevented a Vonag
Widow's Remarriags.

Sald a drummer risitor (Misa M. E.
Boyd) to a young widow—a seam-
stress—in a New Hampshire hill town.
one day last summer: “Yon mmust be
lonely here mow aince your husbhand
died. Perhaps you will feel like mar-
rying again; you are not so very old.”
“Oh, Misa Mary,” she answered in a
voice full of feeling, “If | only conld—
it T only dared'” And then came the
simple story and a touching example
of “the New England consclence.”
She had loved In early youth a young
man whom her mother disapproved as
a suitor. He was a joiner by trade
and worthy, but the mother, having
higher ambitions, separated the coun-
ple. The girl married a quiet man,
her senlor, who died a few years later,
Then, after a decent interval, the old
lover, who had thriven In business,
asked her again to become his wife
That seemed a beantiful and natural
ending of the story. But mo. “Ah'’
eried the poor thing. “If [ had lowed
my hnsband | counld go to Jamea with
a happy heart—oh, how happy' But
although things were pleasant enongh
between my huaband and me, | Always
feld the difference and at heart 1 was
unfaithfol to him. 1 think this fs
meant for my punishment for think-
ing of Jamea while T had a hushand
living. We can never marry. -
falo Commercial.

In the huge mass c
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do woman of 75 years, has just fin- |

ished sawing and splitting five cords |/
of woad for her winter supply of fuel.
Mrs. Boos accomplished the task un-
alded and afterward carried the wood
to & shed and stored It. Her motto, as
announced to protesting relatives, is,
“It’s a sin for people to be idle when
they can labor."

The attorneys at Jacksonville for
Mrs. Manile Barnes, who is in jall
under indictment charged with com-
plicity in the plot 1o poison her hus-
band, Dr. Joseplh Barnes, entered a mo-
tion for a change of venue on the
ground that she cannot have a fair trial
here. The motion will be argued on
Dec. 14,

The home of Frank Glover of Allen-
ville, near Mattoon, was entered by
burglars, who secured $3.000 in cash.
Glover bad recently digsposed of a
stock of merchandise at that place and
had not yet banked the money. The
large grain elevator of Willlam Funk-
houser, at Lerna, was entirely de-
Btroyed by fire. The little village is
almost entirely without fire protection.

Willium Shaffer, an insane man from
Toledo, jumped from an INlinols Cen-
tral train about two miles south of
Gllman, and was instantly killed, He
was in the custody of Sheriff Samuel
Wiseley of Cumberland County. who
was taking him (o the Eastern 11Hnols
Hosplial at Kankakee, While the
sherilf dozed In his seat the insanée
man opened a car window and jumped
out, fracturing his skull. HShaffer was
& farmer, aged about sixty, and has a
son living at Jewett, 11,

It Is understood at Rockford that a
Freeport friend of Congressman H. R
Hitt has recelved a letter from him,
staling that he would be a ecandldate
for United Stales wemator, No word
that could be construed as a declars-
tion has been recelved there. The near-
esl o It was u stutement made In a
visit over a month ago. It Is too ear-
Iy to get In the race,” sald the con-
Eressman then. “There will e Uime
enough later on. 1've no wish Lo be
the early worm caught by the early
bird.”

Manager Nicol has asigaed Henry
Hines (0 captaln and play second base
for the Rockford team in the Three-1
loague next season. Hines has been
manager of the Dea Molnes leam In
the Weslern league for the last two
seasons and his rontract s with the
provieo that Des Moines s pot In the
Beld pexl year.

Freach plays to be given at Chicago
Universily to awaken iInterest in the
sledy,

Woman ecoming from church in Chi-
eago choked and robbed by a North
Bide highwayman. Youlh who tried
to belp her knocked down by am ae-
complice,

Joseph Hinkle, 30 years of age. was
found guiity of wife-murder by the
Jury at Peorla and condemned to
death. The prisoner sat sullenly In
his chalr and gave no slgn when the
verdict was read by Judge Oreen. The
erime for which Hinkle was cronavicted
was oae of the most atroclous in the
history of the eounty. On the aflter-
noon of September 18 he went (o the
residence of Mre. Rargenl. 209 Pecan
sireet, and following his wife into an
outhouse stabbed her nine times sav-
agely with a pocket knife. Hhe died
almost Instantly. Hinkle attempted to
commit suicide, but was prevented by
the officern. He has feigned Insanity
since Monday lasi

The postoffice and store al Wheeler
was robbed early Sunday moming, the
thieves getting $200 in siampa and
$500 cash. Nitroglycerin wan used to
blow open the safe A portion of the
effecta wae found south of this eity.
The thievea stole two horses and rode
to Greenup, where one of the animals
was abandoned and all trace lost.

Willam H. Carman, an old resident
of Chicago., was luried Wedneaday
from the family residence, 191 Linecoln
avenne, at Graceland. He dled Bun-
day. Mr, Carman and his wife, who
celebrated their golden wedding Apr.l
19, 1298, eame to Chicago in 1886 and
have reaided there continuousiy sinece
then. He was connected with the po-
lice department for more than twenty
years and waa retired in 1897,

C. A. Evlisizer, town marshal of Du-
bols, is dead, and Henry Cameron
fatally wounded, as the result of a pia-
tol ght which oceurred at a danee In
the town hall at Dubots, ten miles
south of Mashville. Cameron resisted
Marshal Eviisizer's attempts to arrest
him. Evilaizer knocked him down with
& cane, and, while prostrate on the
floor, Camerom drew a revelver and
shot Eviigizer three times. Evilsizer
drew hiz revolver and shot Cameron
four times. All of the bullets took ef-
fect. Cameron cannot live

Ex-Representative Samuel C. Smile»
of O'Fallon suffered a severe stroke of
paralysis Friday morning and Iz In a
critical condition. Mr. Smiley Is one
of the most widely known public men
in sowthern Illinots. He was trustee
of the Institute for the feeble-minded
At Lineoln under the Tanner adminis
tration,

Falllacoa Tacen, aged 25, has been ar.

reeted at Detroit, charged with the
murder at Sprincfield of Ouisette Mato.
Taceo claims that he acted in self-dn-

booming his re-election from Chicago

' to the home of his son, Lewis F. Ma-
| son, at Waukegan. For the balance of

the campaign it Is expected all the
Mason literature will be sent out from

here, The firet lssue of a bi-monthly |

bulletin was issued Monday.
change was made partly for the sake of
convenience and partly because help
ls cheaper here than in Chicago. Sev-
eral rooms are occupled by girls mail-
ing circulars. Senator Mason and his
daughic- spent Thanksgiving day at
Waukegan.

Tenants of the Allen apartment
bullding, Bixtieth street and Normal
avenue, Chicago, were driven from
their beds early Thanksgiving morn-
ing by u fire that started in the rooms
of Willlam Caldwell. The loss to Mr,
Caldwell was $500,

Delegates from thirty cities In Il
nois met at Rockford for the fourth
annual convention of the State Asso-
clation of Letter Carriers. Among the
Places represented were Chicago, Oak
Park, Elgin, Emporia, Rock Island,
Freeport, Joliet, Poutlac, Galesburg,
Bloomington, Decatur, Dizon and Bel-
videre. Chicago was represented for
the frst time in the meetings of the
association. W. G, Edens of Chicago,
W. E. Hull, postmaster at Peorla, and
Colonel Thomas G. Lawler of Rock-
ford were amoug the speakers, A res-
olution was passed Indorsing the bill
for the relief of substitute ecarriers
kpown as the Grout bill, The asso-
clation also lndorsed the resclution
passed at the last national convention
of letter carriers recommending that
the salary of carrlers In clitles of the
first class be placed at §1.200 and In
citles of the second class at §1,000. Of-
Aeers were elected as follows: Presi-
dent, (", K. Camp, Elgin: vice-presl-
dent, R. T. Mercer, Peoria; secrelary,
M. T. Finnan, Bloomington: treasurer,
H. J. Wasson, (Galesburg; sergeant at
Armsa, Thomas M. McCano, Rockford;
delegale o national convention, Chas
D. Dufty, Chicago; alternate, D. O, Me-
Carthy, Galesburg; executive commit-
iee, J. W. Crowder, Bpringfield: Oames
Doty, Decator: (Chris Koch, Rock is-
land; H. A. Arsold, Oak Park: Mark
D. Hall, Belviders; K. J. Beantlan,
Freeport; J. C. Hiyder, Pontiae, It
was voled Lo hold the next convention
In Peoria the second Thursday In May,
1903,

Gearge 1. Locke, although the
youngest mayor in the Uniled Hiates
and only about six months In office,
bhas established a record that ls being
emulalod in many cities of southera
lilinols. He has fought a battle with
the gamblers and saloon-keepers and
WOR At every slage. As a result thers
= 0o gambling In Jerseyville and the
salooas are closed on Bunday, achleve-
menis never before effected In the his-
tory of that city. Mayor Locke l» oaly
28 years old. He Is a gold democrat
and was elected to his present offies
as chief executive of Jerseyville at last
April's election. In the campaign he
openly announccd that he would break
the power of the maloon-keeparas and
Eamblern. As a resuit his candidacy
waa hotly opposed. but he was electad
by the biggest majority ever given Lhe
mayoral candidate.

Mattoon high school defeated
Charleston high school at Mattoon by
A score of 17 to 6. Hoth teams are now
tied for the champlonship of Colea,
Douglas, EMngham and Moultrie coun-
ties.  Fitzpatrick scored (hree towch-
downe

The raliroad and warehouse commls-
slon has appointed K, J. Moudeham of
Henton, Franklin rounty, as assistant
registrar of thelr East 8t. Louls office
for state graln Inspection. The new
appointee succeeds A, l. liadiey of
[#bannn

George Fox, a Denver bricklayer,
found hiz mother at the Kankakee In-
sance hospital on Thankagiving day.
She waa sent to the Institution Trom
Chicago six years aso. Mother and
son had not seen sach ofhér for twen-
Ly-8ix yeara. Mre. Fox separated from
ber husband at that time. She took
with her her infant danghter. The
husband took the 2-year-old boy. Mrs.
Fox subsequently married & man
named Schilling In Michigan. She be-
came Insine and was placed in an ALY -
fum in that state. She was discharged
as partly recovered, hut her malady
returned, and in 1895 she was sent to
Kankakee from Chicago. Though hope-
leszly insane. Mra. Schilling has had
lucld momenta, and in these she dis-
patched letters to the prineipal cities
of the United Sta = Inquirint for her
®om. Ome of these came Into the hands
of the Denver chief-of pollce and from
It George Fox was traced. A few days
ago (eorge Fox's lather died In Call-
fornia. Jeaving hia son $5,000. The
money and news of his mother's
whereahouts came to the yom I£ man
about the same time. He lost no time
in going to Kankakee. He was not
Aware that his mother was at the hos-
pital, however, until he was assisted
in bis search hy the loeal chief of po-
lice. Mrs. Setilling has a Aanghter,
Mise Ida Fox in Orand Rapids, Mich.
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