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CHAPTER 1.—(Continued.)
; “"Queer as

But 1 don't
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Holloty Ash...

BY MARGARET BLOUNT.

Mrs. Cowley g
Dick’s hat-band, no doubt. “1 shall

se¢ how he could be of-

have

roaned.

rheumatie fever, I
know. Mr, Cowley will never be mad

'l'ns:r.“liutlm one came. All was

still and qulet. They stood within &
emall, square hall, very dusty and
dirty and lighted only by the fanlight
over the door. A wern mat covered
the floor, there was a small iron stove
in the center of the hall, and, leaning
againgt it a curiously carved walking
stick, resembling the wand of a magl-
cian rather than the ordinary cane of a
gentleman in the nineteenth centary.
Rose took this in her hand, but guickly
laid it down. It did not seem “‘canny™ i
to hold it, though why she could not
say.

AMr. Cowley rubbed his head, felt his |
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fended if you let the house. There it
is, lying idle—no good to him nor any
one else. This gentleman has a fancy
for seeing ghosts, and pays Mr. Ver-
non handsomely for it. What more
¢an a man ask for?*"

“I do not know,” replied the agent,
looking thoughtfully into the fire.
“And there Is no time to write—that is
the worst of it. Mr. Vernon is in the
Holy Land, and I don’t know how long

enough to live here. The house is lke
a well”

“Don’t fear, mamma,” rep'led Cath-
arine, with an air of composed certain-
ty that was peculiarly provoking to
Rose. “By the time papa has had to
go without breakfast and dinner once
or twice, because the chimney wilil not
draw,. he will be ready enough to go
away. Men may be stolcs and ascet-
les and philosophers in theory easily

himself quite

he remarked.

nose carefully all over, and pronounced

sound.

“What made me fall, I cannot tell,”

“It really seemed as

the door was jerked from my hand by
some person inside.
dear, I incline to the opinion that some
evil-disposed person has harbored here
at some time or another and taken ad-
vantage of the popular belief in ghosts

Do you know, my

if

it would take a letter to reach him.
Now, this gentleman wants to go in at
once. In fact, [ amn to give him an an- | g
Bwer tomorrow, I'm terribly perplexed
about ft.”

“I don't see why. Say yes, of course,
and thank your stars for the chance.”

“But if Mr., Vernon should be an-
gry?”

“I don't see how he could be. Even
it he was, he would have time to get
cool again before he met you, I should
take the offer, most decidedly.”

“"Well, I think I will. But I was
quite undecided when I came in here,
I assure you. But you are a clever
man, Grimes, and one can't go far
wrong in taking your advice,"

“Thank you, sir. Apd now that
business s well off your mind, let's
drink the health of the new-comers,
and wish them a happy home at Hol-
low Ash Hall."

Both laughed as they drank the
toast. Then the agent ruse, buttoned
his coat and turned to the door., The
landlord saw him out; and after bid-
ding him good mnight, stood leoking out
beyond the town, at the hill, where the

d

W

lonely house was standing, dark,
sllent and grim,
“"Hollow Ash Hall let!™ he mur-| la

mured as he went back to the bar once

enough.

again,
she thought,
enough to pray secretly for a fit of the |

tlo thke him
even—rather

and discomfort
tenants which it held within,

future home,

do yuu think of that?
expect o atlaln to such dignity, even
In your wildest dreams of the future?”

tomachs come in question.”

As she spoke, they drew up before
their new home, and even Rose was
obliged to confess in her own heart
that it might have been a pleasanter
one, when she looked up at the fast-
closed door, and the blapnk range of
Mrs. Cowley groaned
The place was even worse than
wicked

uitly windows,

and she was

to

than to this

"Now, my dear, let me

ith delight at the evident

dy of the manor now, Mrs. (.

But all their fine doctrines
g0 to the wall, I ohserve, when their

gout, or a smart twinge of lumbago, |
which should lay bher lord and master

fAat on his back, and thus enable her
Brighton—to town, | €0me too near, whoever he may be;

modern | #nd I add, for his further information,
“Castle of Udolpho,” which shocked  that I shall sleep here with a revolver,
her almost more by Its outward dirt | l0aded and capped, by my side, and "I

by the ghostly

help You.
Jump out, Rose, and see which of us |

will tind the haunted chamber Brst* |
sald Mr. Cowley, coming to the door | lady followed her truculent spouse, an |

of the fly, his round, red face beaming ' M opeéned door after door within the

Lrepida-
tion of bis wife and eldest tluu.:lllm*r. | and dingy, It is true, but they had high |
“"Jump out und see how you like your
You are as good as the |
What |
Iid you ever

to carry out all manner of iniguity in
perfect safety, For aught we know,
such a person may be within hearing
now."

Mrs. Cowley gave a little shriek.
“Then we arve all safe to be robbed
and murdered: Dear George, do let us
leave this place and get home as soon
as possible!”™
“Nonsense, my dear; don't Interrupt
me, If you please! Robbed and mur-
dered, indeed! Is that likely while you
have me to protect you? [ merely
| made that remark as a warning in case

rstuich a person should be concealed
' here. 1 recommend that person not to

| he begins any of his tricks upon trav-
elers, I'll give him pepper, by Jove!
Now, Mrs. (., come along and look at
the rooms.”™

Trembling and disgusted. the good

manslon, The rooms were all dark
| cellings and pleaty of windows with
[pteuﬂnl aspecis. Soap and water, and
afterwards prelly curtains and bright
furniture, a plano, and a few pletures
would make guite another place of It
as Mr. Cowley sald, |

more. “"Well, that Is a go, and no
mistake! | wonder how soon It will
be emply?”

CHAPTER 11,

80 the thing was accomplished,
baunted house was let.

The next day all Banley knew Lhe
tale by heart. The banker's name was
Cowley, and the Yyoung Iady who
wished to see Lhe ghost was Miss Hose
Cowley, a pretly, falr, little creature,
who looked as If sha would shriek and
run away If a mouse crossed her path,

The

Her elder sister, Catherine (Misg Cow- '
ley) was a tall, dark-haired girl, with |

A high color and fashing black vyea
by far the most proper person, one
would say, to encounter a denizen of
the other world. Hut she did not ap

prove of the project, and shuddered at |

the very name of tha Hall. Mrs, (Con
ley, fat, falr and forty, look the mal
ter easlly, though in her hoart ghe
sldered It & tempting of I'rovidence
But she sald nothing. Hhe wag
villedly attached to

wiM

1

tempered husband, and had he chosen |

to walk Into the crater of Vesuvinse |

think she would have given one eigh

o old Eagland, and followed meekl)

in his wake

Mr, Cowley, having made himseil
master of the Hall, was not long in
paying it a visit. He took hia hm!l:.-j
with him, and though they went In |
broad daylight, their carriage waa es- :
corted 1o the very lodge gates by a
select troop of rosv-cheeked children,
who stared at Rose as if she had been
the Dragon of Wantley in person

Only to the gatea, however, did this
youlhful bodygvward venture, When
the driver got down and lifted the |
rusty bolt from ita socket the frst
creak dispersed the rabble like magic,
A dire viglon of Queen Besas in suff
and farthingale, roming down the ave-
nue to meet tho=e who somght to en-
ter, affrighted them: and with one ac-
cord they set off at full speed toward
the village, never daring to look be-
hind them, or to slacken their pace nn-
til they were safe once more at thelr
own mothers' gides

Rose Cowley walched this exodns
with langhing eyes; but her mother
and sister looked as if they wonlid
gladly have followed the example of
the children, and takem to their heels
as well.

“Mercy preserve nus!” sgald Mrs.
Cowley, looking up at the Hall. “"Who |
would have believed it was such a dis- |
mal place* Why, yesterday from th- |
road it seemed pleasant!™

“"Dismal mamma'”™ said Rose *“|
think it is anthing but that' Romantic,
solitary, lonely, if yom will, bat surely
not dismal'"”

“It Is only fit for rats andowls to live
in,” sald Catharine, with a look of in-
tensa disguat. “What conld papa be
thinking of when he took it without
even paying a visit to the place? How-
ever, there Is one comfort—he likes
SMUg, warm rooms as well as any of
us; and the first glanece at the interior
of the old shell will he sure to disen-

- | wnly
|

1
|
her stont, gooxd Jl

| He was a lad of

o such a place an this”’
Cowley, piteously, as she left the Ny,
"Queer old den, lan't it, my love?”
“"Very queer!”

time. It in a fine airy place, | can see

Catharine, you will have cheeks JIK:
cabbagre rosesn ln no time ™ and even Mr. Cowley pursved hia In-
“Papa. you cannot think of livipg | Ye®!'Eations in a nervons, Gdgety way.
here'" sald that yonng lady In dismoay an If he was 1l at case
“Can’t 1, my dear® But | do, and . Did you ever viail an emply house,

for this very reason
ling far too romantic

| tablv-turning, and men who BDoat In clond-—~nothing to mar ita beauly—
{ the alr, cnd men who pee Ih,'l'lﬂl'-l in N nothing (o take (rom its EIH[H"I."l of
:u\-l.a' and hannted houges, and see:s homa and peaceful repose® Passing
who make pimangrs amd all the reat o from room to room. with the bunch of

o be gning siark
iiMIntry men

| i, FEngiand saerma

|
mial I naerd o give

a Litile
|

'y
fur crommon ssnac, hut |
rveogniae them now, anal
iny one Who makea a irm

rrel i
AN seameely

1 hold 1tha

stand againat this new -fangled nBon-
arfise la a4 public beaeflacton | mean
fto do 11, and o make yom do it oo
For thia reasom | take this howse
which the =illy Iditds abow: here say
ig haunted. Not one among them dare
crome near the place, 1’1l show them
| that I'm noi afraid to live here. And
then, pechaps, they will rome to their

senees again, and learn that prople in
the other world are glad enongh to get
qnit of this, Ghosts. indeed. | have no
patience with siich nonsense'”

“Hut, papa, If they come? snggrsted
Hiose, with a timid glance at the clome
ahut honse,

Il they do, I'll pinch their noses
wilh the tongs'" gaid Mr. Cowley_ sol-
emnly, and Rose bvirst out langhing

“"Hut, papa.,” said Catharine, “the
house s so damp'”
“"amp? Notigense' [t is as dry as

Pon’t yon see that It stands
How comld the
like to

a bone
on the top of a hill?
water get up here, [ shomld
know?"

“I am awre it doe=, and yon will have
Inmbage and mamma rheumatism and
Rose a sure throat and [ a perpetual
infinenza. Dear papa, do give np this
srheme ard take us to Brightom in-
stead! ™

“0Oh, yes, [ think | see myzelf doing
it'" wag the grim reply. “Take vou
to Brizhtom to wear a pork-pie hat
on th~ sands, and show your ank’'es on
the pier! No Brighton for you a! pres-
ent, miss. Yomu will stay here and do
your fellow-countrymen a service if
yom please, by disabusing their minds
of a stupid prejndice, hy means of yvour
own experience. Driver, have yon go!
the key to thils door?”

“"Here it s, =ir,”" said the man. Bt
he fell to the rear after presenting it.
nineteen and har
heard too much of the place no: to

keep at a respectfal distance during
the first moment of investigation.

“"Thia lork has not heen oiled sines

the year 1!'” said Mr. Cowley, puffing
and blowing as he tried to turn the |

chant him. We shall never live here, | k€Y. “Hang the thing, how |t sticks' |
mamma: en yom need not distregs | Bear a hand here, my good fellow, will |
yourself at all about 1t.” yon? Hallo!"™ |

“Don't be ton certain,” remarked The key turned suddenly as he

“lI certainly never expected to come
aald Mra, |

“But 1 dare say you will like It In

the world 1= gvi-

and f[anciful wb
What with spiritnalista and

. derful dancing of "L.a Cachucha.” Af-
| ter visiting L.ondon in 1838 she came

Rose, “1 was talking with papa this
morning about it, and T asked what
was to be done [ the place should tarn
out damp and cold. What do yon
think his answer wasa?”

“Why, that in such a case we could-
n't stop, of course.”™

“Not a bit of It.” replied the mia-
chievous girl. “Papa eaid that he
thonght we were all apt to pamper
ourselves too much and that it wonld
do us good to miss a few luxuries and

apoke, the lock yielded, and the door
flew open with such violence that Mr.
Cowley landed on his nose in the hall.
Seeing this, his wife forgot her fears
and ran to pleck him up. Rose and
Catharine followed, and so at last they
stood together beyond the threshold of
the haunted house. While Mrs, Cowley
and Catherine were helping the head
of the family to his feet, Rose gazed
sround her with breathless awe, half
expecting each moment to see some

wfﬂflﬂlﬂ." |

dim shade approaching to wave them

CHAPTER 111

them all
' rest upon every heart

M

- =

| pale,

A lonely

yourssifr®

dear reader, by

evil tale hanging over It lika a dark

keye dangling from your hand, did you
net begin 1o feel that something wn-
seeny, bnt not nnfeit, waa bearing you
company something that opeaned the
doora and looked ounl of the windows
and pointed at the corners of the apart -
ments a2 if o Nustrate a story which
youl also [elt. ol did ot hear® IDid
not that nnseen rompanion become al-
ton real -almost visibie at the
and actually drive you from the
place - not  frightened —not nervous -
oh. no' —-only with pale lipa and hnur-
ried ateps and a hand that shook a lit-
tle aa It gave the keys ack In the
agent'a officre, and wrote down the di-
rection to which the agent might ap-
ply.

All thiz, and more than this, did the
party at the Hall experience. Some-
thing —nay., more than one something
was beside them. No one apoke of the
pregsence, yet all were conscious of it
though they tried to langh it off, even
in the recesaes of thelr own minds,

(To be eomtinued )

BUNKER HILL MONUMENT.
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Completing It

Few people are aware that it was a
pnblie dancer who gave material aid
in compieting the Bunker Hill monu-
ment, This ald came from the noted
Fanny Elssier, who, as Dr Holmes
puts it, “danced the capstone onte
Banker Hill monnment, as Orpheus
moved the rocks by music™ qhe
danced at a great hemefit performance,
which realized enough to warrant the
managers gning on with the oabelisk
on Breed’s Hill, which is the proper
name for the historic battlefield of the
Revolntion. in Charlestown. Thea
monnmment's corner stone was laid In
1825 hy General Lafayette, and on this
orrasion and at the grand dedication,
June 17, 1842, Daniel Webster made
twn of hisa greatest orations Thea
F.lssler sisters were two famous danc-
ers, horn in Vienna in 1898 and 1811,
respeciively, of whom the younger,
Fanny, hecame the most reiebrated.
From 1830 to 1851 the career of Mlle,
Fanny was oae continnous ovation.
While at Parizs sahe ja said to have
eclipsed even Tasgliomi by her won-

to the United States, where her tri-
umphant progresa was marked by
many advantageons offers of mar-
riage, all of whom she declined. She
retired to a villa near Hamburg, Ger-
many, 1851, having amassed an enor-
moua fortune, and died in 1884, Her

Neverthelesa, an the party progressed
from room o room, a sllenace fell over
a nameleas welght seemed Lo
Cowley
looked really (ll, Catharine was very
Hose cvased o laogh and jesat,

cemintlry collage, for instance with no

Mra. E. D. Rand and her danghter,
Carrie E. Rand, have nearly completed
their plans for leaving Grinnell, lowsa,
and moving to New York, where, it Is
sald, Miss Rand will be married to Dr.
(eorge D. Herron, the noted Socialist
Dr. Herron ia now in New York and
the Rande will go there In a few days,
having sold their extenaive property
holdings in fowa. The judge who |
granted the Herrom divorece refunsed to |
gign the decree until the cheek for
$60.000 was in hia hands. The Randa
were recelved coldly on their return
to that plarce

Miss Rand is Dr. Herron's wealthy
patroness, who has been prominently
mentioned In connection with the Her-
ron divorce case. She has purchased
& house on FIfth avenue and Forty-
fikkh street In New York, whera Dr.
Herron is residing.

According to published plans, her
family will go to Europe soon, and
from this it I assumed that her mar-
riage to Dr. Herron will take place
soon. In fact. it la so admitted by
tlome friends.

The marriage will be the outcome of |
the canses that have led up to the so-
cial reformer’s divoree from hia wife
A few weeks ago. Hlnﬂuulhhi
fympathy with Dr. Herrom's work
Bhe s reputed to be worth almost
£1_ 000 000,

sister contracted a morganatic mar- Qertion.
riage Iin 1851, with Prince Adalbert of The regular perennial eastern gues-
Prussia. and was subsequently en- | tiem has been somewhat obscured dur-
nobled. . ing the last year by the far eabtern
: question, it the Balkan states are
Who does the best his circumstancss | stfll an object of continunons anxiety

allowa, does well, acts nobly; angels
conld do no more.—Young.

Evelyn B. Baldwin, who expects to, of $1,600,000. The above Illustration
plant the Stars and Stripes on the  shows now electricity may be extracted
North Pole, salls for Norway to joln | from the Aurora Borealls, according to
the ships America and Frithjof, which | the theory of Mr.
have been fitted out by William Zleg-
ler, the wealthy ex-Arctle explorer,
who will supply funds to the amount | force, which can be placed In econtrol

A A A AP PP AP P PP PP PP PP
Herron to Wed Miss Rand.

Baldwin. From
l'l:lnu ‘observation of the Aurora Bo-
| realls, he belloevea that It is a great

ticularly troublesome just al preseat
for several reasons ita Anances,
which were fairly well managed dur-
ing the earlier part of ita history, are
pow In a deplorable condition. Ra-
cent governmenta have been extrava-
gant in the matter of expenditures,
and the treasury has suffered eapecially
through a fatnoua atate rallway scheme
which ended in dead fallure.

Meantime the rcounitry has had a
peries of bad harvesla, so that while
the demand for taxes has |Increased
the ability to pay them has decreased.
As a resuit the problem of mesting the
charges on the public debt has become
a very serlons one, and the govern-
ment has been obiiged already to pass
some of [ta obligations. Naturally,
therefore, ita forelgn creditors are
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of human Ingenulty. He belleves that
this force Is electrical and that the
polar regions hold great reservolrs of
it, which could be utilized in the pro=
pulsion of machinery and the working
of dynamos. The Amerlea is to carey .
the expedition.

elgn loans ln lieu of taxes are not the
promising expedient they once wers.

The situation would be quite serious ’
enough without political complieations, =
but Bulgaria bas these in abusdanes. '
The sclence of ministerial government
I8 s0 poorly understood that ministers
come and go In quick succession, and
thus encourage the rise of factiona.
Furthermore, the capital, SBofla, is the
seat of a forelgn conspiracy. From
this place a Macedomlan committes o
engineers its plots agalnst Turkey
and secks to embroll Bulgaria with ;
that country.

The Macedonlans Inbhabit the soulh- 8
weslern provinces of Turkey, nose of
which s now known by (helr name,
and the agitators demand an eatirely
new arrangement belween (thelr pape
ple and the Porte. Thalr scheme b
cludes a dosen concessions and fo
forma which they have set forth In &
memorial to the great powers, but al- iy
though the memorial hinted at danger
of a revolution they have galned noth-
Ing by thelr appeal.

In migaria publie sentiment com-
cerning them Is  divided.  Though
they have a numerous body of sympe-
thizers the government hesitates o
cast In s lot with thelrs, because i
fears the Interponition of the pgwers,
by whose will Pulgaria exists a8 &
quasl-independent state. The (ate of
(ireece 1o & warning which s not yel
forgottem In any part of the Danw-
blan principalities,

lata in March there was & comie
opera invasion of Macedomia by & fow
score men from over the Bulgarian
frontier, but on the sixth of April the
president of the Maredonian commils
tee and some of his associates Ware
arrested In Sofla. Thia would ladidale
that after considerable waveriag he
authoritiea had finally decided to sletr
themaeives from all suspicion of &
connection with the conspirators. .

The emperor of China ls now said 9

be saffering from the effects of oo
much tobacco. Acenrding to reporis
he smokes cigarettes romntinuounsly and -
as many American cigars as he can gt

Nearly all the tram comductors ia

very nervona, and resorts to mew for-

Bany an Gree of India.

The banyan tree of Indila s one of
the most wonderful trees that grow.
The picture represents the main trunk
of the banyan and some of the see-
ondary trunks. The banyan, as doubt-
lesa all boys have read, sends down-

Valparaiso are now women.

ward from ita branches shools thel
take root and themselves grow to eness
mons size. In time the great tres eow
ers an acre of ground and grest eafse
vans take shelter under s follage
from the heat of the sun.




