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© BETSEY BLESSING.

with me. Nay, child, do not fear!
what you say be trne, not you, but the
traitor
deed, shal!l suffer!”

girl, "no one must saffer!
enongh that I have dared to come into
a Hon's jawe to tell of the deed to in-
sure safety for the desigher thereof?
Now that I have warned your exeel-
lency, permit me to retire from your
distingnished presonce.”

instantly an armed gnard of sdaidiers
responded.

and keep her under gnard until such
time as ghe sends for me to confeas her
fault!™

prison!” was the deflant reply, as the
girl, who had entered bowed and weep-
g, ralsed. her head
#alked out with the, goldlers like
FOuUng quean.

Richmond Hill, and cooks were run-
_ ning abovit getthig into one another's
way, when & fair-haived youth In the |
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The summer of the year 1776, when
the American army was stationed in
New York, the commander-in-chief,
Gen. Washington, was indulging in a
brief resting speil after dinner when
he was approached by un orderly, who
Baluted and sald:

“A young woman who calls bersell
Betsey Ann Blessing would have speeci
with your excellency.”

“Betsey Ann Blessing?” repeated
Washington, with a momentary show
of irritatlon; “who is she, and why
may she not defer her business till the
morrow? I warrant me that her lover
is a prisoner of war, and she is ready
to swear that he is a loyal whig! What
think you, Holdfast?"”

“If it please your cxcelleney, she Is
well favored, as far as 1 could know
from her crying, for she s in sore
trouble.”

“Aye! 1 am a true soothsayer! Cry-
ing, is ghe? Show her in, Holdfast,
and s¢e that the gnurd trouble her not,
1 misdoubt my own judgment im giv-
ing audience to strangers in these
troublous times. It mayvhap that Miss-
tress Blepsing prove u traitor in dis-
Eulse.”
. The orderley soon returned, usher-
fog in a girl so young she appearcd
ke a child, and indeed acted like one,
for 1o sooper did she stand in the
prescnce of the great man than she
selzed his hand—that hand of stalwart
proportions — and dropping on her
knees kissed It with the ardor of a
devolee. Meanwhile the tears strenmed
down her face in piteous torrents, and
ber form shook with snppressed emo-
tlons.

Washington had a tender heart, and
he was greatly distressed by this un-
usnal scene,

“Now, Mistress Blessing,” said Wash-
Ington, in his kindest manner, “tell me
what birings you hither, and what your
eérrand may be?”

“I camwe hither to save your excoel-
lency's Ilife!”™ was the startiing re-
Bponzc.

It Is o matter of history that Ges.
Washington never disdained the sim-

plest detall of army news, also that |

dispatehes of the greatest importance
were brought to him In the most tri-
vial wny. Instead, then, of laughing
at the apparent presumplion of this
weeping girl, be bade her Llell bhim
everything, promising her immunity
from punishment o case her news was
not as welghly as she anticipated,

Thus encouraged, she begnn
slory.

“On the morow your excellency is to
dine with several officers of yonr com-
mand, under guard?”’

“How do you know (that, girl?
aaked Washington, much surprised.

“Your excellency will lay cerlain
plans agaiost the epemy before Lhe
companyT”

“Proteed'” commanded Washington,
sternly.

“Among the dishes wet before your

her

*NOW, K MISTRESS BLESSINU WHAT
PRINGS YOU! HITHER™
excellency will be A new vegretable, of
which you are very fond. "~
“"Ah" laughed the general., “"yom
have lost or forgoiten an order from
the kiehen. Here indeed is a new
verston of the mountain and (he
monse !’

“I know not, gracions sir, what
meaning that hath of the mountain and
the mouse.,” cried Petzey, “but if =~
mess of green peas he served at table
on the morrow, | beg and beseech yom,
sir, not to taste of them!”

“Wherefcre, Mistreaa Blessing™
asketdd] Washington in his sternest
manner.

“The peas will be polsoned!'”

“How do you know this?” demanded
the general, In the tone which made
his soldiers qunall when they heard it
“Speak, and eee that yom trifle not
if

who planned the dastardly

retorted the trembling

Is It not

“No, no!”

Gen Washington gave a signal. and

“Arreat this girl!” he sald, sternly,

“That will 1 mever. though | die In

prondly and
a

Al was tomult in the kitchens at

PARTOOK EAGERLY OF THE PEAS.
lover, after turning him into a patriot,

the bride. How much he knew re-
mained his own secret. but green peas
never afterward graced hia table or
were alinded to in his conversation.

Interesting Fagts Concerning the Fle-
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zarb of a4 =crving-man loitered In and
made his way unobserved to the great
fireplace, where he uncoversl the zkil-
lets In which the vegetahles were sim-
mering on the hearth. When he came
to thut one contalning the peas le
dropped in a handful of some condl-
ment and Instantly took his departnre.
His next appearance was wnder Lhe
window of that room in which Misl ess
Hlessing was Incarcerated.
“H-l1-8-1' Sweelhearlt! The Jdose |s
ready. Keep heart until the morrow,
when | will myself release thee Lo ride

pick-a-back on my roan horse. It i3
told in the town that Hetsey Ann
Blesulng Iln arrested for a spy! Keep

up your courage, swoeltheart!”
“If you would befriend me, botake

soursell to some pafer place,” whis-
pered Detsey's volee through  the
“A

barred window far above hig.
halter will ba ready for your meck if
you are scen or suspected, and, liston,
If your dose takens effect, yon are no
longer lover of mine®"”
The youlh weat away., grombling
about all being falr In love and war,
If Washington was different from
his usnal self at that historic dinner,
the fact was not even recorded. There
was much secretl discussion of welghly
Aflaire with hin guests, and he gave
close attention to the viands set be-
fore him. It was not, however, until
the vegelablem were servimd that he
made any allnsions to the food. When
his favorite vegetable, a dizsh of green
peas, was uncovered, he demanded at-
tention, and when all was silent, re-
marked in a lond voles:
“There is death in the pot'”™
A great exclitement ensned, (he
gnesta, who were in full uniform, drew
thelr swords, and muarmnre of “"Death
fo the traltor!” were heard on every
slide
Then Washingion sent for Mistress
Bleasing, who rame with a deflant light
in her eye, and was given the seat of
honor at her host's right hand. She
took It with a dignity that called forth
approving and admiring commentis
Soldiera are proverbially gallant, and
those of © 76" were no exception to the
rule,

A servan! was pext zsent oul by the
commander-in-chief on a peenllar er-
rand. He returned, bringing with him
A live and partienlarly active chicken,
which partnok eagerly of the dizsh of
pras,

And in five minntea hy the wateh it
lay dead in their midst

Betrey Ann Rleszaing married her
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PEALE'S PORTRAIT,

PEALES WASHINGTON.

am always happy when [ see "epavea™
of onur early history rescued from loss
and destraction and finding a home In
our country, where they may be al-
ways seen aAnd fully appreciated amnd
admired." "
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Fhilladelphia, opposite the old liberty
beil, of the large full-lengih portrait of
Waoshington, whirh Is sald to bave
been paint® by the noted Philadelphia
artist, Chbarles Wilson Peale, In 1781,
has naturally attractied considBrable
altention from art connolsseuars and
visitors to tho hall, particularly as the
painting has been hung in its present
position with the announced objeect In
view of Ils purchase for $3,000 by Lhe
cily from the American Art associa-
tlon of New York, lis preaent owner.
Hince the picture has becn placed
in the old state house Charles Heary
Hart of that ¢ily, the noted expert on
historienl palnting, has dipcovered
soma very carfous and interesting ma-
terial regarding It. Among other
things Mr. Hart has pointed out the
fact that the palnting s not an origl-
nal from life, but a replica, one of sav-
eral coples madea by the artist and sold
for thirty gulneas each, or about §160.
Mr. Hart has forther siated that the
originel painting = still extant, and,
moreover, In Philadelphia. hanging in
the hallway of the country place of the
inte Thomas McKean, Uermantown,
and la In exeoslient condition. This
plicinre was purchased at anctlon by
Henry Pratt McKean in 1864 2or 5360
Concerning the history of the copy ol
thia picture now offered for sale to
Philadeliphia, the Tollowing Is am ex-
tract from a communication recelved
hy Mrector Hiter from Thomas K
Kirtiy of the American Art association -
“"Heplying to vour inguirtes In refer-
ence to the portrait of Gen, Washing-
tonm hy Charles Willson Prale, pow In
onr pomgesaion, we will state that the
painting was purchased in Cadiz, Spaln,
in February, 1836, by our Paris ageat,
M. Monisignar. Thiz painting for
many yrars was in the hands of bank-
era In Cadiz, held as collateral, and
althe~zh they knew the work (o be the
poitrait of an Americran general, did
not know it to be a portrait of our Iim-
mortal Washington, M. Montalgnae, In
srnding the work to ne, states that the
pleture waa ordered .to be puinted by
I'on Juan Marailles, Spanish minister
to the United Statea In 1779, In con-
nection with Gen. Washington's pres-
ence in Philadeiphia. While Peale
paintad seven or elght similar por-
trallis, we consider the one |n our pos-
geasion the finest sample he prodaced,
and failing to find the slightest hint
of retourhing or restoration. We alss
believe that our portrait s the oaly
one having the signdture of artist and
fdate (1781). Before sending the por-
iralt to us our agent showerd the ple-
ture in Paris, and we guote from a
letter written by & well-known econ-
noisseur, G. A. laras, an intimate
friend of the late Willlam H. Stewart
of Philadelphia, the famous comnois-
a8enrT:
“‘Dear M. Montalghae: 5o mueh In-
terested was | in the Péale portrait of
Washington now in your possession
that, after seeing it, [ visited Veraatilles
in order to examine one by the same
artist which has bheen in the gallery
for a great many years, and was glad
to And that your portrait, according to
my Jwigment, Is superior to it both in
execnution of the fignre and the arres-
sories, the latter in the Versailles one
having all the appearance of having
been painted by another than that of
Peale. The Versailles portrait fs un-
signer; yours beargs the arflst’s signa-
tore. | hope, as yon tell me its destina-
tion s America, that it will a perma-
nent resting place in a public gallery,
and it now accurs to me that a most
fitting nne would he Mount Vernon. 1|
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| BULLER REPORTED FLANKING.

them were at

Pretoria, Mr, Wyndham sald the gy
ernment left that to the diseretion of

his own, according o the latest re-

will enable the Ladysmith troops o
co-operale with him,
Tuesday noon numbered 231 Uatacre
has strengthencd hia
Btrekstroom, but has no! massed hia
troopa for an advance toward the Ur-

French, but they have reeelved re-on-
forcementa and are assnming the of-
fenaive.
to Lha significancs of Gen. Macl)onakl's
Aghting near Methuen's Modder MHiver
camp, bat only akirmishing is reporte 1.
Becrecy regarding lord Hobertn' cam-
palgn plans la still malntained by i(he
Britlah war offlee.
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Latest News from the Scene of
Cﬂﬂﬂi'ﬂt-l |

In Which Case He May Reach Lady-
swith-—HAritlsh  'arllameat Indorses
the tovernment's Folley—Arbitration
Tulked OfF.

Weodnenduy, Fob. 7.
The British columns are putting
themselves in motion in all parts of
the Bouth  African war fleld. A com-
bined attack upon the Bbers appears
to be in progress. Gen. Buller has
gained a footing on the plateau north
of the Tugela after two days’ hard
fighting. On the far western border
Lord Methuen has begun a turning
movement agalnst the Boer right,
while Gen. Macdonald threatens the
Boer flank, thus relieving the pressure
on Lord Methuen's froat. Lord Rob-
erts, who, according to an informant In
close touch with the war office, 15 In
the middle of the theatcr of war, has
begun the march on Bloemfontein. I'he
Boers have taken the initiative against
Gen, Gatacre, attacking two of his po-
sitions at Sterkstroom, It really looks
as though the general forward move-
ment s0 long talked of was in progress,
Gen. Buller's third attempt at relieving
Ladysmith absorbs attention. Hia
losses, as mentioned by one eorre-
spondent, are 250, The only telegram
from Boer sources asserts that one of
Gen. Buller's attemapts to seize  the
fords failed, but they admit that ke
bhas lodgedl forces on one kopje. Three
thousand more milltin have bheen or-
dered to prepare for embarkation,

Tharsiay. Fsbh N
Aunuswering a question in the house
of commons, George Wyndham, par-
Hamentary wecretary of the war office,
stated that in addition to the 150,000
troops in South Africa, mentioned in n
speech recently made by him, the gov-
ernment decided te send soevenleen
more battloos of militia and 3,000 yoo-
manry, making a tolal for the militia
of over 200000 men and for the yeo-
manry of ¥/M0, The total in South
Alriea, he added, would then be 194,000
efi=ctives, excluvive of slck and wound-
ed. Answering another guestion, Mr.
Wyndbam sald that 2,26 ofMicern and
men of the British army were missing, |
but It was unceriain bhow many of
Pretoria, As o their
protlection In cnse the Uritish beslogea

Lord Roberts. GUen. Huller s holding
porta. An advance of fAive milen more

Hia lomsen up Lo

oulposts near

Little la known in Londan as

Important developments in the eam-

out,
bardment of Kimberley.
the Boer big gun at Kampersdam has
been

rated with appropriate hangings.

¥ridey, Poin &

doned it after & bombardment by Boer
cannon and retived across the Tugela
river to their former position. The
Neueste Nachrichten of Lelpsic prints
a special dispatch from a correspond-
ent who claims that General Buller's
third attempt to relleve Ladysmith has
'numplulﬂly failed. A Boer dispatch
asserts that on Tueaday 2,000 Brit-
ish soldiers sallled toward Colenso
from Chieveley to create a diveralon in
favor of General Buller, but that the
were quickly driven back.
Plumer's Mafeking relief force, accord-
ing to a Pretoria dispatch, was re-
pulsed at Ramutsa by the Boers Fri-
day, Feb. 2. Ramutsa is only a few
miles south of Gabgrones, showing that
I'lumer has made litile progress since
last heard from. Qeneral Gatacre has
strengthened his outposts by driving
back the Boers at Pen Hoek and Byrd's
river. :

Satarday and Sunday. Feb 10 1L

Joubert has sent 6,000 men across
Tugela, probably to outflank Buller.
Boers slso hold position south of Co-
lenso. Roberts arrived on Modder

pected. Boers outflanked British near
Rensburg. DBoers threatening Pleter-
maritzburg. Shelling of Kimberley
continued. Kimberley has been living
on horse flesh since Jan. 8. The Times
gays war tegches Inadequacy of British
land forces to empire’s necds. German
capital said to control rallroad from
Delagoa Bay to Traavaal, Mgr. Joli-
vet, Catholle viear in Transvaal, says
Boers treat priests well. Buoller's third

ish emplre.

Monday, Feh. 11
Officlal announcement having been

made that Lord Robertg is personally
in command of the Hritlsh forcea at
Modder river, there |l reason Lo expect

palgn in South Africa. An early in-
vasion of the Orange Free Siate seoms
jmminent. Hobirk's and Bastard's

the Dritlsh. The Boers were shelled
There has been a heayy bom-
The fire of

The BYitlsh, who were in possession:
of the kopje at Molen's drift, aban- |

ﬂﬂlﬂlﬂ}‘l Alberta. 1
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river and forward movement 1a ex- |

neks, which the Boers took possesszion | and takes an enormous
of S8aturday, bave been reoccupled by

very trying. Death rate enors
mously high. HSupplies scarce,
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Funeral of Major 'lm-.l
Toungslown, Ohlo, Feb., §.-—Thoa-

ronds of citlzens gnd people from the the senate. and Lhers e N
rurronnding towps and country passed notable’ m who disregard AL e

through the vestibnle of St John's
Episcopal church, where the body of
Muajor Juohn A. logan lay in siate sur-
rounded by military guarda, The
eraled caskel contalning the body re-
posed in the vestlbmle of the church,
whirh had been most beautifully deco-
it

wan folded shout with the mational

colors, and across the bler Jay & broad
bamd of sllk, engrossed with the le-
gend “Major Johm A. Logan, 334, U,

ange River. Boers in the Colesburg | & V.7 The casket was nol opened.
district have heen bombarded by Gen. The prolusion of floral tribves waa
extraordinary. (ireal masses of Amer.

lram beautly roses, plllows of violels
and other rare and beautiful Bowers
almoat conyealed the casket and wers
weed rffectively In the charch interior
tflevorationy

Rieh fAald Nirike la ldaba
Excliement continu-a around Elk

e

The TVegeitarian's Heart,
The heart of & vegetarian beats on an

tare and Tt: Mistory.
The recent placing on exhibition in
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average 58 to the minnte; that of the
meatsenter, 75,
ference of 20,000 beats in twenty-fouy

Thia represents a dif-

ing of Washington, Ind., was déstriyed
by fire Sunday moraing. It was a blek

Publte Schoo! Destragad.
The West End public school bafld-

ahops Iullitﬂ;_m iville..

City, ldaho, over the rich gold strikes. | sumored from his

A DIFFICULT UNDERTAKING.

BRITISH ARTILLERY CROSSING THE LITTLE TUGELA RIVER UN- | Sshtes
DER FIRE,

Dahels Wonld Sadesed Shonp. ; Loatieilie & Nashollls Uhanges “Hareld,” auid ‘the
it is reported at Doise that ex-Sen- | It 1s semi-ofcially reported the| the Only giri?”
ator Duboia, a former republican, who | shops, revindhonses and genernl offices Eﬂm 5
went Into the silver republican ranks | of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad |  A™ i t“ *‘@ .
in 1896, is now trylng to secnre the in- | company will be remaoved sh r from “ “ the “ L
dorsement of the state demo-ratic con- | Louisville, Ky., the gemoral offiond b’ shé was the only |

vention for the senatorship to succeed | Ing established In SC Louiy and the' m "
Senator Shoup. : ¢ R, Ny g o,
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land,
a great deal
paratively out

Klondike. !

My son hought two pounds
to the acre, and when we
bind some barley we found
stead of taking two pounds to the
it was taking nearly five pounds,

team and make for town for
more. | cannot say how it will -
All 1 ean say Is that it is ﬂﬂ-bﬂﬁ

twine.
SENATORIAL COURTESY.
To Ofend Against 1t Means Hais u-}_ﬁ%

the New Momber.

SBenatorial courtesy s
dragon which new membars
per house must propitiate
are recelved |nto
their ecolleagues.

dition never gain
great body In which Lhey
rarely serve but one Lerm,
ence during that
rather than enjoyed.
felt for a former
clates in w#till
l-:u: Lhom,
om

duced a he
cial functions for the
his was

s

:
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mnever been a
The affalrs of

E

unpopularity, and
ie deservedly retired.”
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