3

—_—a

§ AY, did his sisters
wonder what
oould Joseph
Bea

In a mild, silent 1it-
the maid like
thee?

And was it awful In
that narrow
house,

With God for babe

; and Spouse?
Nay, like thy simple, female sort, each
nnhe
to find Him |n Husband and In
Bon,
Nothing to thee came strange In this,
Thy wonder was but wondrous bliss;
Woadrous, fur though
Trus Virgin lives not but does know
(Howbelt none ever yol confessed)
T'hat God lles really In her breast,
Of thine he made his special nest
‘And so,
Wil mothers worship little fost
Mad kiss the very ground Lhey've Lrod,
' Bat, ah, thy little Baby Bweet,
Who was lndeed thy God!

in by the
[ banker and had
risen from the rou-
lette table where
he had just lost the
remains of his
. ! emall fortune he
| experienced a sort
of vertigo and al-

most fell.

With reeling brain and failing limbe
he tottered over to the leather bench
that emcircled the room and threw
Milmeelf on It. For some minutes he
gaszed vaguely about thia private gam-
bling hell in which he had wasted the
best years of his youth, recognizing one

one the plundered bheada of the

in the bold glare of the three

great green shades. He heard the soft
Prietion of the gold on the felt and
p-lllnd hia loss, his ruin; but he re
membered that at home, In a burean
drawer, thers were two army pistols
which had beea bravely used by his
father, Gengral De Hem, In the attack

of Zastcha. Then utterly worn out, he |

elept profoundly.

—

Street, a central one, walled in by high
houses, was all white. Multitudes of
cold stars shome In the blue-black purg-
ed shy.

The ruined man walked rapidly, re-
volving desperate thoughts in his mind,
and was more than ever drawa to the
pistol box in his dressing ecase drawer.

Suddenly be stopped. He was con-
fronted by a heart-breaking seene.

On a stone bench, plaged according
to the old-time custom beside the
monumental door of a palace, a little
girl of 8 or 7, barely eovered by a rag-
g£od black frock, was sitiing i the
smow. BShe had gone Lo sleep there, In
spite of the cold, in a painful attitude
of ulter weariness, with bher poor lit-
te head and shoulder propped in an
angle of the lcy stone.

Oue of ber old shoes had fallen from

the foot which hung over and lay In the
snow,
Luclen de Hem folt mechanically for
his vest pocket, and was suddenly re-
minded that a moment before he had
not even found a forgotien frame, mor
a pourbolre for the valet.

However, stirred by an Instinctive
pity, he approached the little girl, and
would perhaps have carried her In his
arms fo give her a night shelter, had
he not seen something shining In the
old shoo as it lay In the spow,

He beat over, Ii was a gold louls.

Some charitable person, A woman,
doubtiess, In passing by this Christ-
mas ave had seen (he shoe In froat
of the sleeping child, and had remem-
bered (he touching legend. This gen-
erons Alma had been given so that the
little one might belleve In the gifts of
the holy child, and In spite of her dis-
irems retaln some hope In the goodnens
of Providence.

A louls! It meant many days of
plenty for the beggar, and Lucien was
about to waken and tell her 20, when
be heard a voiee In his ear, a drawling,
thick volce, mumbling:

“Here are two days since [ have been
out of the club, You can cut off my
fist If 17 does mot comie out when the
clock strikes midnight ™

Then the young man of 23, coming
of honest ptoek with a magnificent mil-
itary record, never falling ia honer,
this young man suddenly concelved a
dreadful thought, fall prey to a wild,
hysterieal, monsiroms desire. Assuring
himself with one glance that the street
was deserted he swiftly stooped, ad-
vanced a trembiling hand, and stale the
lonia from the old shos. With a wild
rush he reached the elub again, cleared
the stairs In one impetpous rush, flung
open the door of the resking hall, and
threw the goid plece on the green, just
a8 ‘the clock chimed the first stroke of
midoight. =

“All om 17T

Seventeen won.

With a turn of his hand he sheved

:
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will leave here and carry her home
sleeping In my arma. [ will bring ber
up, love her as my own child, and care
for her always, always.”

The clock struck 1, the quarter, the
half, the three-quarters, and Lauclen
stlil pat at the table. A minute before
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this heavy slumber, w
terror that the child's
open, showing
Eulashed and

i
:

stk

ha lives om his small pay and never
tonches a eard.

it appears that he saves something
oo, fer not long ago, In Alglers, he was
scaft by & brother officer who was walk-

GIRL.
| ish beggar aslesp under & doorway, The
officer had the Indiscretion to look at
the money which Laucien had given to
paverty.

He had put a gold louils ia the child’s
hand.
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Ta Execalsts Oleria.
(A hymn dating from the 13th cen.
tmi-l
Christ Is born of maiden fair;
Hark! the heralds in the alr!
| Thus afdoring hedr them there,
I'Ilmllhlhrh!"

Shepherds saw those angels bright,
Carolling in glorions light;

God, His Son, i» born tonight,

In excelsis gloriat
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WILL BE NO DEFICIT.
DEMOCRATIC SCREAMS ABOUT
THE FAILURE UNFOUNDED. |

The Formal “Estlmate” of the Seoretary |

of War aa Appareat, Deficie
for 15698 of P%1,000,000, but the Facts
Folat to p Frobable Surpius s That
Yeur of $30,009,000,

Washington, D. C., December, 1897.
“And bereafter the secretary of war
shall annually submit estimates In de-
tail for river and harbor improvements
required for the ensulng fiscal year,
to the secretary of the treasury, to be
Included in and carrifed into the sum
total of the book of estimates.” From
the sundry civil appropriation act for
the fiscal year 1897.

The above quotation from the last
sundry civil appropriation bill as it
became a law and stands upon the
statute books, explains the apparent
prospect of a deficit in the fiscal year
which Is to begin July 1st of mext
year, -

A good deal of professed distress has
been manifested in certaln quarters
over the figures of the report of the
secretary of the treasury which indi-
cate a deficit In the next flacal year.
The people Indulging In these evi-
dences of distress will perhaps be
gratified to know that the apparent
deficit is omly apparemt, and that the
figures when considered In light of he
paragraph quoted above, warrant the
assertion that the Ascal vear begin-
ning July 1st, 1898, will show a sur-
plus of $30,000,000, instead of a deficit
of §21,000,000,

The explanation of the apparemt de-
ficit is found in a single line on page
12 of the secrelary’s report. It Is as
follows:

“Public works, war depariment, $43,-
$00,409.81.”

The above Is the formal “estimate”
for river and harbor improvements In
the flacal year In question now re-
quired by the paragraph quoted at the
beginning of this dispatch, to be in-
serted In the annual estimates sent
te Congress by the secretary of thea
treasury. Prior to the adoptiom of
this new requirement the secretary of
war made his estimates of the amount
required for the river and harbor im-
provement upon the judgment of Lhe
chief of englneers. Now he Is required
o lasert In the annual estimales ov-
ery dollar that any and every subor-
dinate officer ln charge of the various
Ilmprovements the couniry ever may
choss 0o name as Lhe amount that can
be “proafitably expended” during the
coming fAscal year.

Everybody familiar with the rarporl-
of the officers In charge of river and
barbor works knowa that it s Lthe ha-
bit to recommend the appropriation of
large sums, usually two or three times
as much an is expevted to be obtalnad,
for the works of which they are In
charge. This custom magnifies to a
rerialn degree the apparent Importance
of the work of which the afficer In
question is In charge, makes him ex-

tremely popular with the pesople of (he
city or logality In which the work In

being carried on, and where he nsually
resides during the progresa of the
work Heelf, and is looked upon an a
harmiesa way of pleasing the surronnd-
ing public and making the official In
queation bolh popular and hia dulies
apparently imporiant. The result Ia
that Is has heen the habit of the war
department for many yeara to redoce
tn about one-third of their dimensions
the eatimates made by these subordin-
ate officera

An example of Lhis may be found
in the total estimates for river and
harbor works as sent to congress In
December, 1881, to cover the expend)-
tores of (he fecal year 1892, In which
the secretary recommends an appro-
priation of $13.208.393 for river and
harbor worka, On the very mame
page, however, began a lengthy table
which gave the detailed ealimates pre-
sented for Lthe varlous rivers and har-
hors, the total of these figures bejog
$52.489.950. That table was preceded
by the follaowing note:

“River . and harbor, showing (he
amonnt that can be profitably expendead
in the next fiscal year—The following
statement is hot fornished as a part
of the annual estimates for the public
service required by the act of March
3, 1875, to be presented by the seere-
tary of war to the secretary of the
treasary, but s Inserted as a eonveni-
ent and customary summary of ltema
takem from the ahmmal report of the
chief of emgineers for the fiscal year
1891, showing wnder the provision of
the act of congreas approved March
2, 1867, the amount that can be profit-
ably expended In the next flscal year
on each of the works mentioned.”™

In the above case it will be seen that

the figures covering the “amount that

REPORTER. »

quirement of the law,

can be prof@itadly expended 1o the next
fiscal year” were 152,489,984, while the
amount that g eitimated

went to congreas obtained for river
and harbor Improvement only the con-
densed item of $13,208.393, inatead of
the elaborate estimate of “‘profitable

expenditures” amounting to $52,489,- |

960. This has been the annual cus-
tom for many years to put into the es-
timates simply the amount which in
the judgment of the war department
should be expended. This year, how-
ever, the new law enacted by last con-

gress compels the secretary to put la- |

ta the annual estimates the entire snm
named In these statements of Lthe
“amount that can be profitably expend-
ed in the next flscal year.” The re-
sult ls that the sum “estimated” for
the river and harbor works alone in
the next fiscal year s $65,400,409,%1,

while nobody expects that the appro- |

priations will be more than one-third
of this sum.

Since the figures of the secretary of
the treasury,
409.81 for river and harbor works, cn-
ly estimate a deficit of $21,647,885, and
Slnce it is absolutely certain that the
actual expenditures for rivers and
harbors will fall nearly or quite $40.-
000,000 below the enforced estimate, it
is gquite apparent that the actual ap-
propriations for the fiscal year will be
$20,000,000 less than the estimated re- |
celpts, Instead of $20,000,000 more, as
would appear, In the absence of tLhe
explanation offered by this new n—l

OBORGE WILLIAMS. I
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was $13,208 The result wab that | In the oyl
{the total estimates in that year ag they &

including the $66,400,- |
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Reriprocity Prespects.

The Dingler law h‘mlr about lllrl

monihs old. It has not had time to
Justify aelfl a8 & revenne producer,
owing to the heavy aaticipatory |im-
ports during the time that CONKreas
was giving it final shape, but Ity pro-
visions have been clear from the day

it was asigned by the presideat, and | triumph, but

foreign countries are Mully advised aa
to ifs bearing and significance. |Is
there a single sign of a tarif® war

against the United States on the hor-
lzon? Is there mot, on the codlrary,
a sign of commercial good will In every
direction? Foreign governments are
putting the same high value om our
markets that we ourselves Ia (he
Dingley law have put spon them. In-
siead of making war on ma, they are
making overtures to trade with us on
terms of muinal benefit. The reei-
procity clause of the new law prom-
ises to be one of the most usefnl fea-
turea. Qresl Britain Invokes it In the

interests of her possessions in m’

| aa our national poliey for an

West Indles, BSir Wilkrid Lanrier s
now in Washington willing to discnss
terma for Incressed trade between
Canada and the United States. Frafnes
desires to negotiate a reciproeity treaty
and Peru does also. It i2 not too mueh
to say, indedd, that the United States
has only to show a willingness on the
sabject to extend her trade by means
of reciprocity om advaniageous terms
in nearly any direction. —Washington
"B.tl'l'.."
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THME PERSONAL EFFECTS CLAUSE.

Ll ) N T

the war department to put into St sablee
mate for the expenditures of thil saee &
upon the river and harbor works whety
they are employed. The vesnlt of Sl
Is that the estimates for river sud RARE
bor Improvements alone amounted T
$65,400,409.00, which, of course, 18 fios
forty to fifty million doliars more SRl
will be appropriated for that purpost.
Notwithstanding the fact thet thalas
figures were oxcessive, the trassiry e
partment was compelled under the W~ i
to Include them in its so-called eslle’s

named. These circumstances aooOR «11 S,
for the fact that the oficial fignres m‘ﬂ‘l‘r:- Yy

'Hmhulmﬂidtﬂ ‘

.y
000, when, In fact, it is expected :;%'f
there will be a surplus of at least 4 T
amount In the year in question. .
—
President McKinley is still hopafil. '
of defiuite and valuable results £ %{i’ ;
the efforts in behalf of mal o
bimetallism which were
by the Republican party
following his election. his
he discusses briefly the work of
commission sent abroad for par-
wes

Ereat alster republic of » e
willing te joln with this country Inan '
attempt to bring about !
wpon this subject, and
cussion of this gquestion
he bhas sti)] reason to
bora of this commjasion
an internationsl
bring aboul recognl. n of
and sllver money upon such
with such safeguards as will
use of both metals upon »
will work no Injustice to
our citizens.”

-

Prealdent McKinleay spe in
ful termes, In his message, of the
pecis regarding reciprocity
wilh European and Americas
tries. He exproases the bellef
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Erievances of our own and
triem, In owr mutual trade

inated and the volume

to suffer for thelr sina

“The votera thought thag
way (0 rebuke such conduct
feat the party to which these
longed, and Lhere was po
any other lasuwe. Mr,
claims the Masion
thosa w
ronditiona In Nebraska
pretensions. The Repu
undergone s ordeal,
It will push to the fore,
Nebraska are with It on the
questions, and i s certain to
back into power.”
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Hinece protestion s orda

I

period, will our free trade

E




