Wuarships Are Active,

Following are some of the latest dis-
patches on the subject. They eertainly
point to approaching war with Spain:

Washington Speclal: Presldent Mc-
Kinley's Cuban policy may be a decid-
edly pacific one, but it is none the less
a fact that there has heen quietly mau-
aged a concentration of warships such
as has never before Leen seen on the
Atlantic roast. A rumor was current
on Wall street today that a ship of war
bad Leen ordered to the harbor of Ha-
vana, and as a result telegrams poured
fn here asking for particulars. The ru-
mor was, of course, entirely without
foundation, but the story simply re-
flects the fact that the stock specula-
¢tors are At last waking up to the fact
that the United Sttaes is ready to aid
Cuba st short netice if need be, At the
navy department it is sald that the
ships will be kept out of Cuban waters
mntil they are needed, but there is no
Jonger any attempt to conceal the fact
t¢hat the strongest fleet ever put togeth-
er In this country is today within a few
bours’ sail of Cuba, and ready to be put
0 work off Havana ot o few days’ no-

tice,
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A Formidable Fleet.

The fleet which has just concluded its
evolutions off Fortress Monroe consists
of the double turret monitor Puritan,
with 10 guns: the battleship Indiana, 16
guna; Massachusetts, 16 guns; Texas,
$ guns; Maipne, 10 guns; lowa, 1B
guas; erulsers Brooklyn, 20 guns; New
York, 18 guns; and the dispatch boat
Dolphin. Admiral Sicard has under his

HOW WFE WiLl. FIGILT.

in the Event of War.
New York Special:

| places in Spain ‘where fleets can be

. | utilized, They are not suppused 10 4o
Course ta Be FPursued hy This Covntry | ., fenting, In fact, if any hatileship

| come out after them they are to run

The news that | gyt of danger and then return to their

Captain Jose Sobral, the naval attache | yw,¢oh,

of the Spanish Legation, had been spy-
ing around onr coast fortifleations and

' navy-vards, has aroused the navy de-
| partment to the formatio
i of campaign against the fleet that Spal

is bound to send in case war is de-
clared.

In greater part it was
nearly one vear ago at the Naval War
college by Captain A. T, Mahan, now
retired, Captain Henry 8, Taylor of the
battleship Massachusetts and Lieuten-
ant Singer, chlef of the Bureau of Na-
val Intelligence. It has been brought
to the last detail withio the last three
days Ly the siaff of the naval intelll-
gence bureau.

The North Atlantic squadron now
cruising off the capes of Virginia will
be the fleet to meet and do battle with
the modern Armada of Spain. This
gquadron in polot of armor, speed and
welght of metal that can be thrown in
broadside in a given time, is the strong-
est ever gKuthered under the LUnited
States flag, and it eompares favorably
with any gquadron of the world's great
powers,

Tho First Mave in the {iama

The Secretary of the Navy knows at
every hour of the day just where it Is

the tlme. If, for instance, war should

tmmediate command, fresh from sea, | gyjog out with dispatches to Admiral
ene monltor, five battleships and two | Sjcard sending bim to Hayti, to the

ernisers, with a total in the main bat-
Geries of 116 great guns, a force far In
axcess of anything Bpaln has in Cuban
waters and quite sufficient to blow Ha-
vana into kingdom come.
thess there are at New York the
aruisers Cincinnatl, Detrolt, Marble-
head and Montgomery and the monitor

alternative ports (which are also coal-
Ing stations) of Samana Bay, on the

west coast.

orders.
Then the commerce destroyers, Co-

lumbia and Minneapolis, wonld be sent

Terror, with a total of 45 big guns. At ! giralght away to the coast of Spain, and

Morfolk, ready for use, is the mopitor |

Wmphitrite, with 6 guos. The cruiser
Eancaster, with 12 guns more, is on I8
mray to Boston from Montevideo. Of the
Mght draft gunboats, the Nashville and
Slslena are on the KElorida coast, the
Masapolis Is on ita way, and the Wil-
mingten s at Norfolk.

7 This gives immediately avallable for
any emergency a formidable fleet of
thres monitors, five battleships, seven
sruisers and four light draft gunboats,
which, for reasons best known to the
president and his advisers, are in con-
dition for service at & moment’'s notice.
his feot would have a total armament
af 209 big rifles, to say nothing of the
phcondary batteries. It would be amply
sullcient to blockade Cuba, and the
mreight of metal ia far heavier than
saything Spain haas in or rould send
mte Cuban walers

Mew Tork Fleet Heady.

fa addition to this fleet of heavy-
areights thers are now assembled at
Mew Yark tha torpedo boats Porter,
Wricsson, Cushing, Foote, Stiletto and
Pupont. They and tbe shipa of the
Morth Atlantic squadron will be kept in
MWest Indian and gulf waters during the
wrinter montha. If all is well they will
aruise as naual, but if thera should be
m erisils In Cuban matters the American
fest would be “lying around loosa™ In
ahe immediate vicinity. Navy depart-
mment officiala make no secret of the
gaet now that whila there is no purpose
of making the slightest threatening
demonstration, rare has at last heen
taken that the North Atlantle squad-
gom shonld be today stronger in fight-
#ag ships than at any time since the

the four American linera, 8t. Paul, 5t
lLouls, Parls and New York, would he
summoned to the Brooklyn navy yard
to have five-inch guns placed upon tho
twelve. platforms with which each s
equipped, These six “scout” or ohser-
vatlon ships would be told off to watch
the ports af Cadlzs or Terrol, the only

1

' break down the whole armada would

n of n plan j have to wait, for no boat would daro

n | autempt limping

It one of the Spanish boats should

back ta Spain alone.

| One or two of our scouts could easily

i
worked out | fo the bottom, The Spanish fleer will

be spared in such emergency to send it

have to come straight avross the Al-
lantic until it reaches about 55 degrees
west longitude, Its coal capacity will
prevent any tortuous or dodging course,

located, and the dispatch boat Dolphin |
lies at Washington with steam up .,u,: AN

ha declared today, the Dotphin would go |

east coast, or Mole 8t, Nicholas on the |
Hoth have cable commu- | °

Besides | pication with Washington for further |

i
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GROVE

- defensive fleet,
I{-m:hl get to MHayti eighteen hours In
P advance of the Spanish fleet, and it

“tiomns the Admiral might give,

REPORTER.

From there it has a choice of three
lanes to Havana, or possibly Santiago
da Cuba on the south coast of the s~
land, where it must go for coal.

Scouts on the Loeokout,

On the pointing of the armada for
any of these three lunes the commander
of the “scouts’” will detach one by pri-
vate long distance signal (about fifteen
miles), and it will start off under full
steam to the Admiral of our main or
Any one of onr six

wonubl siegnul s news that the enemy’s
fAeet, =0 s=trong, at such an hour, in
such latitude and  longitnde, at  such
gpecd, wis coming ou siwh & course,

This scont wonld signal this about |

filteen wmiles off port, saving from forty-

five to sixty miles, amd dash back at,

full speed again with whatever insirue-
Four or
five hours later another scout  would
come in with fresher details, and a few

| hours later still another., Then the Ad-
miral of the main deer could ger under .
way with the assuranee of imereepting
Cand engaging his coemies at just the

point he might select,
In case the first battle should turn
in fuvor of the Spauniards our coast

e I e

-

er.

Gen. Weyler is heedless of the condl-
tion of the desolated provinces. In-
stead of trying to remedy the situation
he has issued orders, which I have read,
to destroy utterly the towns of La Sler-
ra, Arimao, Las Auras, San Anton, Los
Guanos, Arriete, and Punta Gorda, in
Santa Clara Province, all in the nelgh-
borhood of the City of Clenfuegos. The
only reason he gives for this barbarity,
which will leave homeless thousands of
people, is that the Spanish troops can-
pot defend those places agalnst :he
raids. of the insurgents. It is the he-
ginning of Weyler's policy to reduce
Cuba to ashes before surrendering it
10 the Cubana, '

At Josca, Matanzas Province, an-
other train has been hlown up with dy-
namite, the armored car being shatter-
ed Ly the explesion. Ten Spanish
soliliers were kllled, The other cars
were sacked by the Cubans,

A large number of cattle have heen
seized by the insurgents near Bacnino,
Santa Clara Province, The Spanish
Battalion of America was escorting
them, amd Its llenienant-colonel has

" heen court-martialed by orders of Wey-
. ler.

At the Tunicu river, near Saunctj

THE ARMORED CRUISER NEW YORK,

fient. mobilized at Key West, canld keep
the snceess, !*'

them from following np

Thizs fleet wondd inclmle donhble

the

 Apisitun In the same province, Spanish

-

torces of the Dattalion of Arapiles had
an rngagement with the insurgenis oo
dainrday, both shles claiming the vic-
loryY,

vl San Puriales, San'a Clara also,
anuther fght took place the same day
twtween the Spanizsh forces under (irD,
Vioutaner and _the insurgenls under
smiley. After three houra the in-
wirgentas retreated, [.omers on both
sides were heavy amldl the Spanish
Major Vivar was serionsly wonnded,

A decigive viclory was won on Sept
D near Artemisa, Pinar del Rio, Ly
the insurgents, under tien. Pedro Diaz,

. L ]
LT

"oner the Spanish battalion of Vergara,
The battle waa fought at a place alled

llamaso Campo. After a heavy fire the
insurgents charged the Spanizh lines
and a hand-to-hand encounter ensued,
with the complete defoat of the 3pan-
jnrds. The Spanish retreated in dis-
arder to 2an Joee and the Cabans fol-
«.ght o the (own,
liavana
the

inw el them to within
intn
2., to supply

ernt

(‘attle are heing
fecrmt Punta Roza, |

¢ apdtal.

. ¢ ansidered here In he premature.

ttllrfﬁh‘r'ﬂ monitors Amphithrite, Terror
| and Minatonomeh, the dynamite crniser

Vesnvius, the five veasgels in the torpedo

boata Helena, Wilmington, Nashville
and Annapnlis.

The heavy maonitors alone, fresh for
aervire. conld keep back the short coal-
ad and battle weakened Spanish battle-

ships.

Ihwrn:ut flotilla. and the light draft gun- :

It anr main fleet should defeat the

Spaniarids in the first battle this coasi
squadron would be fent acro=s the
atraita of Florida to engage the forti-
fications of Havana,
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CURA ALMOST IN ASHES
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Weyler fasues Orders to Dentroy Seven |

Towna in Santa Clara.

Havana, via Key Wes, Special: At

f.os Palacios, Plnar del Rio Provinee,

thirty-two persons died from hunger on |

last Satnrday.

The majority of the

population are starving and crowd the

atreets. demanding rellef from the
Spanish anthoritien. Los Palacios, he-
fore the war, had at least 2 000 inhabit-
ants. Now there are not over 300,

The same awfnl condition exists over
all the Provinee of Pinar del Rio, Re-
ports from the capital of the province
are no lesas terrible. A magisirate of
the Andiencia (jndge of the Superior
court) writeg thus to a friemd in Ha-
VANA: ,

“Within a week all our resources will
be exhausted, and then I don't know

|

l

' walking idelegate,

\!ll the reports abont tha slection of
president of the Cuban  republic  are
The
geperal assembly of representatives
helidl at Gnalyamarilio, Puerto Prineip®
agreed hefore voting for the president
v deride first about the reforms to be
made in the constitntion and the new
powers to be bestowed npon the presj-
lent himself. This rdisrnsslon was a
matter of several day s, and if the élec-
tion has taken place the resnlis are not
ret positively known.
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Dr.ven Away by the Tank Wethed.

isterville, W. Va., has discovered a
new cure for dronkenness which has
atrck terror ta the hearts of the old
eoaks and the vonnz =oaks, It is
rlajmed that this method shows a big-
ger pereentage of cures than any other
ve1 . edy ever offered to an anxious pub-
lie. Whenever a realdent of [.isterville
gote his package, he is hanled fto an
old gas tank on the oniskirts of the
village. Into this he is shoved um-
ginily and then the bays of the village
wwoll the tank ahout the streets for an
homr or so, beating campaign tunes on
the tank with able bodied clubs. When
she subject ia removed from the tank
he i thoronughly saber, very repentant
and ready to take any sort of a temper-
ance pledge the good citizens of L1s-
terville may shove at him,

= PR i e G ——

Effective Plea.
friends.” exclalmed the
who bhad torned
evangelist, "'let me entreat yon to shun
the raging fires of hell. There lsn'g
a ponnd of honedat, unjon-made brim-
stone burnmed in Satan’s entire king-
dom.”— Chicage Tribune,

“(h, my

S s il gl BT i

“Why do they call that little Miss
Flirtly a sleight of hand performer?”
“Becanse she has refused a dozen suit-
ors or more.”

§ s
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how we will keep soul and body togeths |
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A Tenncssee Community That Lives ad
One Big Fawmlily,

A Tennessee community, apparently
founded on institutes drawn from the
precepts of Ruskin, has just established
a college, to which they gave the name
of that rhapsodist, the New lconomy,
the town they have bullt up in the last
three years. The community BDOW
pumbers 213, and possesses property
valued at $80,000.
each head of a family put in $500, and
tha increment represents “waat they
have earned in the interval heyond
their Hving expenses, The settlement
livesz as a single family; its standard
of vatue is an hour's labor; in its hone
commerce it has no money and needs
none——a certificate that labor has been
pecformed takes its place. A pound of
tea costs eleven liours’ work, sevel-
‘y hours' pay for a pair of shoes; w0
and a half for a pound of crackers,
and so on. Everybody works and all —
mer and women alike—receive the
same wages, 'They have Lheretofure
vorked tem hours a dJday, but expect
coun 1o reduce it to eight. ‘They have
g kindergarten, an adequate education,
machinery, musle, languages and a
limited technology being taught in ad-
dition to the regular branches, The
majority of the communists are agnos-
tive. There is no church, but those
who like can go to church outside. Of
the great number of sinmlar commiun-
itiws first and last founded in this coun-
1ry few survive, The most do not otil-
Jast a decade, and it would not o¢ safe
ro predi®t a longer term for this one,
tough Its  institwtion of a college
shows that it has so far no misgivingy
oi thiat score.  New York Tribune.
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Throwlng Kice smil Slippers.

In the Ladies” Home Journal Ind-
ward W. Bok notea the abuse of the
pretty custom of castlng a small par-
¢l of rive or o Jduinty slipper after a
departing bride amd groom-—an  un-
spoken Gondspeed,  “The dalnty  slip-
per,” he also saves, “has been tranas-
formed Into the old shos of doubtful
orligin, and thrown with foree and are-
curuey, eatusing no end of disecomfor!.
And this s what two pretty custums
lave degencerated joto, They have Lecn
villgaurlzedl, and, therefore, the sooner
they purs Into disnse the better, ‘I'he
sentiment of the enstom has been ol
Rice amd shoes are no longer omiens
of comnd lnex. The modern thrower ol
them has transformed them Into mis
“iles with which to annoy and mortify
the brhde and groom. The better ¢lasq
of people have aleeady begun to sub-
stitite a showepr of rosxe petals, and
vhiy pew and far more weautiful ldea
s rapldly being followsd. We might
hate preserved the old cnstoms, bul
we have not.  Henceforth, promiscious
rlee-throwing and the casting of old
shora at weddings wil) be left to the
hiors of our madern society, inte whoae
hanids thess acta have fallen, and who
seem happlest when they can converl
the gracelnl «ustoms of vldep times in-
‘o pracibeal jokes”

Misa Fame with Hoth Utensile

From the Washington PPost: General
Nobertson telle a atory of the late Gen-
¢ral Denjamin F. HBntler which ja new
iy e and as the old hero himself told
it 1o (ieneral Robertgon L may be new
‘o vour as well. It happened one time
a hen General Butler was in Portland,
v great reception had Deen arrang~d
in his honor, and the largeat hall in
roan was engaged to hold it In. The
place was lavishly decorated, and on

w hite mnalin  banner capecialls
tracted the general’s attention. On It
wus painted in large black Jetters:

(e neral PBenjamin V. Butler, the

heoro of Five Forke’

vn'l beneath the hig »'ters gome-
tawdy had writlen:
vnidd goovdnesa only Enows 0w
m n' =pnone
Minlatar (a Haasla.

Vs Hi'ehwork 1s a great grandson ot
‘he famone ('ul, KEthan Allen of revoiw-
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MINISTER HITCHCOCK,

born in Alabama. ein-
eated in Connecticut, and identified
with the business interesta of the
west., He ia well acqnainted with Rus-
sian cnstoms, having spent some time
in that eonntry and in China. He ha2a
been identified in politics only iﬁlf
husiness way.

tionary days,

In Thia We Are Tardy.

It is strange that while this eouniry
fg w0 far advanced in elcctrical rail-
wars it shonld be behind Europe in
the pneumatie tube system of trans-
mitting messages and small packages.
Somea of the largest clties of Euarope,
sueh as London, Liverpool, Birming-
ham. Paria and Berlin, have been pro-
vided with pneumatic tubes far trans-
mitting messages for forty years.—
Philadelphia Record,

—— i e —

Shallow men believe in Juek, hefleve
in cireumstances. Strong men believe
fn canee and offect. —Emerson.
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