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“That ia well

it he?”

“0Oh. no:
all.”
“20 be it then

Felicie,K archily.

“Ah!

tector”’
“HBweet

Emile;

sentiments for me,

marquis”

fervor.
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“Thatgl could comfort you!"
Fellcie's fervent answer.
He selzed her hand and kissed It pas- | grow calm again.
She was almost sure that a
sbower ol hot tears accompanied

murmured he;

ile |2 aware haw

.lh'l-. -
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CHAPTER VII,

ey T the wards their
/ companion
lttle

upon

He held it
up so that the pale |
revealed
her

have comforted
me! Counteas, this s the sweelest mo- |' compusure,
ment [ have known for years,”

“Heaven will reward you, sometime, | 4, ohi1er 10 feign alarm.
l can never [or a mumr.ntlf
doubt it. As for me, | am powerless ma, i6 not that M. Plerre, yonder?"
to expressa my gratitude for your dis-
Interested devotlon.”

He turned the light slowly upon her
face, and was evidently shocked at the
traces of care and time.

"So changed'
lady, heart-grieln wear
You had scarcely have been more worn
bad you hecome a peasant’s wife™

The countess made a depréecating ges- |

“Hush, Emile, do not allude to the

and | am

“The pasl years seem but a day when
It weema that [ once
more behold the Lady Vielante of my
murmured he, In &

The countena walched him uneaslly,

“My daughter Is betrothed to the
'rn-ml Marquis De Derrl. The marriage
in to take place al once.”

‘I kmow." answered Emile with a
grave smile: “he la a noble youlh and
thema be
pcarcely the timea for marrylag or glv-
ing = marriage, may prosperily and
prace attend them'
my poor will wera law,
returm to the danger which surrounds
It Is imperative that | return o
Paris immediately, hut | shall make no
1 only g0 o perfect
I

It showid be so, I
Anil now |o

srrangermenis for your fature safety.
do pot belileva (here will be any dia-
tnrbanee during my absence
eren‘a, you have thia retreal in case of
I ghall wark on the
pabterrapean chamber the rest of the
niakt. and lave it
ot as comfortable as | interd to leare
| th'nk yom will see tha count in
the longea
vonn will mot noed my cawiion (o krep
-n'rl that you have witnesased to-night
entirely to yourse|ven
before thias
nverarer as Il you had still faith In his

hahitable, though
M comrse,

By all means
wreliched

We thall foriunately be spared the
need of dissembling.
Iittle reapect we bear him.™
Now we musat Arrange
gome nignal whereby | may acquaint |
yo1 with my presence here. What shall

% bunch of wild flowers thrown on
the rocky bridge of the meadow,
leok for them mvy=elf, every morning.”
cried Fellcle, eagerly.

“Some one might pick them up.” ob-
prrTed Lhe conntars,
for 1 =hall ke before them

anawered Felicle,

I will

And now | will ae-

ingenunons
“Heaven give me the power
20 deserve your charming confidence.
d cannot rezlet the inflmence. Countess
Yiolante, 1| mnst thank yom for teach-
Ing your daaghter to have such kindly

child™

“You do not approve, then. of these
unions which eonsult only fortune and
title, Lady Felicie?" obgerved Emile,
ne they =lowly left the wood.

“1 abhor them! returned she with

_ “And what sayw the counteésa?”
% . ."That It is cruel to excite repug-
+ ases to a destiny you kanow s in-
' But the system la as de-
Biable 10 me as to any one.”
. I to Jast but a frail moment
Wmd Emile. “0, France!
carnival of frightful

company you throagh the woods into
gight of the chatean™
“Prary cxtingnish your lantern.” evied
“T ahall have no fanry
for the ancanny company of a ghost.”
“Where are vour feara, Felicie?
view of all we have heard and seen |
expected you would need all my per-
snasion to keep calm.”
but | did not know in the be
ginning that Emile waa to be our pro-

eried

“1 told her the story, Emi's, to ex-
plain why I had kept her in such atricl
retirement, and hecause of her girlish | lcving wife of a peasant than the neg-
repugnance to her marriage with the | lacted.

YT CALDOR, For'y

lighted
lantern
hanging at his belt,
.8 whose round refiect-

| Heaven knows I have gtruggled fiercely

Pl

“peeglons I8 your purification to come!

apen
meadow {rom which the roof and chim-

They had now reached the

neys of the chateau could be plai
Seen,

the | valuable,” said the countess.
He turned at once.

t “Then I wish vou good-nlght.”
i

“Oh, mamma,” said Lady Felicie,

| wonder g0 much at you'! Title nor for-
“Sweet image of the past® what can  (ypne, nor forty frathers should have

you know of Emile” exclaimed he.
My mother has told me; and, ah, I

admire, ! respect you so much; and I

| separated me from Emile, so grand a
heroic as he is'”

vent, it seemed that she would ney

“Hark!' exclaimed she,

| she dragged her into the shelter of

anxlously for several

ouccessful. They reached the balcon

in safety:

ing.
“"We must show them that

bell and order a Aask of wine,
deathly faint., Glve the order your
lones yet.”” Hhe laned back
chair, her face na pale as marble,
Felicle bastily obeyed her winh,
sald, timidly:

on the lawn this evenlng®

nlon to speak

10 her mates in the servanis” hall
“Only think, there's my lady and

mice. they've bheen reading all the
evening asa Il no such things as ghoats
ever walked.™

CHAPTER VI
OTHER and Jdangh-
ter sat In the Ingn-
rlows  boudoir in
profonnd afleance,
The minda of both
were teeming with
earnes! thought,
but neither dared
give language ta
them, The wine
had evidently re-
vived the countens:
the color bad returned to her lips, al-
though her face was atill pale. But she
remained with her head sapported by
one arm, her eyea drooping to the floor.
Felicie rrept to her side, and nestled
her hand into the chilly, listleas Angers
that hung over the arm of the easy
chair. They closed fondly over hers
9till the girl dared not apeak.
Al length the countesa turned and
fixed her monrnfal eyes npon the wist-
ful. girlish face,
"My ehild,” maid she, "cirenmatances
s0 pecullar and delicate make it very
cpybarrassing to speak plainly with
youn, yet [ cannot endure that yom
shonld jndge wrongfully of your maoth-
er's motives, | may have erred; | may
have lacked the conrage to brave every-
thing for the truth and the right; but
it ia certain | have acted as 1 believed
was my daly—-then—now—always'

and suffered bitterly; that [ have
meant it shonld only he myself to be
immolated. Circumstances heve cruelly
hemmed me in. [ have only had the
power given me to make the beat of
them. My conscience sustains me. Too
well hknow he® little account I give to
wealth or title. 1 count them both
more empty and valueless than the
frotn of the sea. 1 am assured it 13 a

pronder thing to be the beloved and

cald-hearted partner of a
throme. And yet, there are some doties
higher than thoee of love., 8o, at
least, it seema to me. But, Felicie, 1
no longer urge upon von this marriage
with the marguis. You shall jndge for
yourgelf; whatever your decision, yon
may rely upon my support and conn-

tenance, even against your father's
anger.”

“But his anger will be terrible,”
sighed Felicle,

“I fear so: bmt It will be no worse
than I have endured, even before dis-
obedlence. It really seema to me that |

“Do not accompany us farther; there
1% no occasion for i, and your time is

' The ladles waited till the woods hid
¢ager, his figure from them, then went slowly
earnest face in all. toward the chateau, from whose bou-
Its glriish loveliness, and gave 1o her jojr windows, as they approached near,
his pale, noble countenance, with those | (hey saw the cheerful lights streaming
deep, luminous eyes, that hroad, imtel- .I forth like a beckoning star.
lectual sweep of the forehead, and those
sadly wistful eyes. |

| The countess paused suddenly, and
leaning heavily against her daughter,
What do you wish, lnnocent one? | hyra1 jnto a perfect passion of tears,
WdS ' The stern pent emotlon once finding

Felicie was deeply
 alarmed. She passed both arms around
the ' the recling figure, kissed her franti-
[ cally, called her by every endearing
name, and besought her 10 recover
Nothing seemed to avail,
' until suddenly the idea occurred to the

*“*Oh, mam-

One great shudder shook the coun-
tegs, and selzing Fellcle by the hand,

cluster of mulberry trees. She listened
moments, then

stealthlly followed the un-
uwred corridor and galned the boudaoir,
Hastily removing thelr wraps, and put-
ling them out of sight, the pair sat
l am a faded, careworn WOmAR, | 4,wpn and assumed an attitude of care-
sod 1 am  the Countess ""l“"’“"-;rrm indolence, as though they had re-
Hoth should prevent you from recalling ' ..., .4 there through the whole even-
any other knowledgn of me, |
thankful to see you pilll In the very
pride of manly nirengin;
deeply grateful for your kindness, *

His eye bad agaln turned upon Fe-

. we Are

here, Open a book, Felicle, as though
you were reading and them ring the
I am

welf, for | tancy 1 could not steady my
in the
Lady
The
mald hastily obeyed the command, then

“h, my lady, have you looked oul
Jaquen de-

clared there were dark shapes Nitting

about: though, to be sure, Lthey had
no apaden nor llights,. We are all so
frightened ™

“Foollsh things - go sa, your prayers
and yon will be safe,” anawerad Lady
Felicke, to mave her mother the occa-

The girl went off wondering at the

courage of the noble ladiea, and quite
innocently told a very broad falsehond |

Lady Felicle an quiet and still aa two

DOWNERR GROVE REPORTER.

through a flood of tears,

angel you are'"

nly forted.

bent above her, whispering softly:

less mother.
warm, womanly devotion

l-ll
fulfil your duties loyally."

nd

er

as his narrow nature would allow.

girl yon remember,”
proudly.

o | him.

r L} ]
cyed,

“Your son has not

reply.
“Nov vet, my dear madam.

of the whol® country.

and very ncarly pald the peaaliy of h
baldness,
till he reaches ua™

the coung prohiLited intercourse wil
Fejus,
werioos resulis®*”

Heaven help all who come (n the wa
of the explosion."

o her hushand,

ahe.

“Pahaw”' eald 1he

“I greet the Lady Felicle with a great
deal of pleasure, and no little admira-

“ah, cautiously resumed their approach to | !190. But 1 shall allew a younger voica 4
decpest. | ihe chatesu. The lttle ruse bad been | 10 describe the effect of such fresh
loveliness wupon our dull, Parlsian

accompanled
you?" observed the countess, to spare
her agltated daughter the necessity of

He took
a more clreultous route. You are doubt-
leis aware of the revolutionary state
He was Impru-
dent enough to expresa his ipdignation
at the brutal insolence of (the mob te-
ward her gracious majesty, the gqueen,

I

“I have heard very little from Parla
You know our exireme isolation, and

Thut thle strange state of affalrs in -
Framce is in your favor. Ahb, my child,
you have sat in judgment upon your |
mother; see if you can avail yourself |
of far more propitious circumstances.” | 9NE OF THE GREAT CHARAC-
“Dear, dear mamma,” cried Felicie,
“1 spoke |
thoughtlessly; I never meant to hint & me
that I believed you anything but the |

She flung herself upon her mother's |
breast, and they mingled their tears to- ,
"gether. After this they were both com-
They shared the same couch
that night, and long after Lady Felicie
had fallen into the eweet slumbers of
inuocence and youth, the pale mother

“Oh, my beloved one, may Heaven
Fpare you the bitter trials of your hope-
At least, though your
be not
aroused, may you find a husband you i
can reapect and honor, and not a nar- |
row-minded, tyvrananical master, who '
crushes your most strenuous efforts to , P¢mbast about the man, but he is as

In two days longer, as Emile had | 98¥5.
prophesied, the count arrived with his gltuuil up straight as a trivet for Dem-
noble friend. If the servants marveled ' 2¢Tacy.
at his quiet entrance, his freedom from | slider.
the accustomed retinue of attendants,
they stood too much in awe of him to
comment upon it, He greeted the count-
ess with his usual stately courtesy, but
he clasped his daughter to his heart ere
he presented her to the marguis. It was
true, that she was the dearest thing in
the world to him, except his pride and
his selfishness. He loved her as deeply

“This, De Berrl, is Lady Fellcie. You
sea ghe has quite outgrown the little
sald the father,

The old marquils bowed gallantly over
the trembling little band extended to

'man.  He can talk, he can sing, he
' can fiddle, and he can cut the pigeon’s
| wing. He i3 hreezy and he is bright.

- —

!
1r:mcd he pulls oif his hat to every lady
p ihat he meets.

!' he can ride g4 horse bareback, and he

| blows for breakfast the next morning.
' He knows the
C thoroughbred and fetlock stock, apd he
| worships a blue eyed baby with a de-
| votion characteristic of the mountain

)

—_—

[ shall not feel quite easy '

h |

“"One cannot say what will happen
It had grown a little quieter, but the ’
leaders are subtile now; they have but
o touch a spring. and the mine is fired. |

y

The counteas looked anxiously over

“Mave you any fears of thia Insub-
orilinate spirit reaching Fejua?™' asked .

count, testily,

“what do women know of auch thinga.

see how alfalrm have gone oo.”
“Riar.”  Interpoasd
‘had yen not
connt firsd”
wierr.~

‘Yith hia arcuatomed perversity. from

‘he paltry deslre 12 ahow that he was
lord and master over thla woman of

twice his intellect and foree of char
acter, tha connt replied, contemptuous
Iy:

“Your arcount. indeed’

I would as

srson qneation one of the servant girla

1 should have
yoar antipathy to my worthy Plerre

to allow one-hall for

[

1 hope You do not nuprlhrml:

| must go and talk with M. Pierre, and |

the counteass, '
betier listen O my Ar-
I assure jon it will be

and the other half to your ignorance -

of all msiness matitera, and then where

wonuld my reanlt he?”

Felicte s eyea flaahed indignantiy,
TO BE CONTITOEM )

e ]

FOR SUNDRIES.

| Rieh Father. -

bicyele—turned it over to him as a gift,
pure and simple and it had conseqnent.
Iy not cost him a cemnt. It was not
that the young fellow was poor. His
father was a millionaire and it delight-
el the old man to equip the boy with
all the lnxnries and costly accessories
of modern life. And he had mades his
ron an allowaner of $25.000 a year. A
princely income, truly. A good deal
mare than [ make., At last he had
given the yourg man a bieycle and told
him to go ahead. And the yonng man
did. But something happened. The
father going to tie office one morning
war [nformed by his white-faced con-
fidential clerk that he was ruined. The
old man was astounded. Indeed. he
waa surprised, He was told that his
son had drawn on him for the whole
asseta of hia father’'s entire wealth.
Choked with emotion, he summoned

The connatess colored deeply, whila

' lrage =ald:
| duty as a congressman reqnires that |
: - appose the passage of this art granting
Why the Speadthrift Son Ralned His |

His rich father had given him thll.r

[

his child to him ahd asked why thas,
|

or words to that efact,

The boy replied: “Father, T cannot
tell a lie! You gave me a bhicycle!™

“1 did, my som, bat why—why have
you rulned me?”

“Father, it was for sundry reasona.”

|

|

"I'was even so. The bell, lamp, tires,

cement, inflator, tool-box and the mil-
lion-odd sundries so absolutely India-
pensable to any decent kind of a bi-
cycle had done the fatal deed.

And both cursed the days wherain
they were born.

To evade the law against the ship-
ment of short lobsters from Maine,

Incloging a few dozen of the little ones

you could mot belp yourself if yon tried;

in barrels of clama

-

than anything else that he ever did r family of charming
while in the house.
v el hlow, and it tomk the Tennes- | Ler Kiag Ye.

GOV, “BOB”

TERS OF TENNESSEE.

S

Politlcal DBattles.

Taylor,

mentioned as

is one of the most
popular of Tennes-
seans, He is south-
‘ : ern to the core.
F There is much

| honest as politicians get to be these
During all of his life he has

He has never been a back-
Even when his party's candi-
date did not conform to his ldeas in
1584, 1888 and 1892, he swallowed it un-
]:-umplalntngl:-'. He is an®*inimitable
| story teller, He loves fried chicken
| better than a hound dog loves pot li-
quor,  He drinks his whisky stralght

He can play the fiddle,
“an follow the hounds unlil the horn

difference between a

Iy a peculiar accident Tavlor was
elected to the forty-sixth congress. He
wias then to fame and fortupne unknownn,
He beat Pettibone, a carpet bagger from
Michigan, not by hils own strength or
the strength of his party, but because
itls brother Alf took the stnmp for him.
In congress Tuylor was a general fa-
vorite. When he spoke the galleries
listened. He got more notoriety be-
cause of a speech  pade by General
Bragg of Wisconsin one unight when

TAYLOR.

Wants te o (e the Senate
‘Two Years HMenve -~ Skotech of Mis
Carcer— llls DBrother Alf aud Their

OVERNOR Robert
recently
a
probable suce=ssor
to the late Isham G.
Harris In the senate
of the United States

ilwently years sgo on a4 private erran

= Y

Pattibone. Then he
for goveraor,

distinguished brother Alf
called the war of the roses, and had the

would have been the most picturesque
event in American polities. Alf made
a great race, but was defeated, Then
he went to congress and made a better
reputation there than his brother whe
had preceded him had made. Tt is his
ambition now to be a prusperous farm-
er in East Tennessee,

For fifteen years It has been Bob's
desire to go to the senate. Once he was
elected senator. That was in 1881,
But before the result could be an-
nounced a vote that he vould not spare
was changed and Bob retired to one of
the cloakrooms and spent the balance
of the day In tears. The successful
man wes Jackson. He has had the
senatorial fever ever since that day.
It was for this that he ran for governor
the first time. 1t was for this that he
took the nomination for the same office
last vear when he really did not want
it. As a word painter he has no equal
In Tennessee, Had he been contempo-
raneous with Wllliam B, Haskell he
would have rivaled that prodigy of tra-
ditional oratory.

e = =an_

Wu Ting Fang.
Wu Tirg Fang., the Chinese minjs-

Bob was defeated two years later hy
returned home
and was pominated by the Democrats
His opponent on the Re-

publican ticket was no other than his |
It wWas 2 H'IH'.'II, '-'h

contest ocecurred a half century ago it |

=

Nebrasks a Uréat oat Siata
This year Nebraska has come to the very

frout rank as a wheat ucing state,
! with her splendid erop of 85,000,000 bushels
of spring wheat, ave g over 22 bushels

dhlf.lll, bushels of winter
will average 21 bushels to
' the mcve. The table givem below, which

has been carefully compiled, shows what
; w.ﬂ.l sarprise mnji-, Ihlltuﬂﬂlﬂ'lﬂkl stands

' fo ihe AcCTe, Bl
ich

. third among the states as & wheat produc-
' or, and it must be bourne in mind that
' the states that outrank her are almost ex-
' ¢lusively wheat states, whereas Nebraska
' is @ country of diversitied crops, corn

" being her principal product.

WEATERN BTATES WHEAT CHOH"
Ac¢tual figures for 1396 and conservative
estimates far 1897

nesota $5.000000 46,500,061

Hln aRliEiEsaBEss s gw = L]
KOOSO, ..coy connanseseaas  SRN0000 30,794,452
”.. llllm-.-..u FEE pas mE ﬂ.ﬂ:ﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂ' ﬂ..m‘
N.lhlﬂh.-ti-! s sgpdignw Faan '"]'.Mm l'.mq:m
S Dakotl...coicoreassian 35.00..000 27 583,450
Indlan Perritory........ 0,000,000 2 500,000

m“hm.iiiilﬂtiiniq PEEE ‘!ml“ aml
'rt":“i...------i-l-t EEEE mEEE ?|mlm ‘[m;:tu
HIMIUH" TR RN E R RN L] }gﬂﬁ }?lﬁk?ﬂ
I'l. “a-.-.-qpll--lli-li-ili- [ 5 w -
Oregon. v 01 18,000,000 10247, 181
ATKIDSHAS oo vonnensreses 2,000,000 1,200,720
T T4 11 P o000 45,007,106
| Colorado..... AL veere 8,000,000 2,797,183
Washinglon...cc.oveeve.. 10,000,000 8,354 193
NOVBMIS . ..criusvrrssssanss 200 180,080
.I }-ﬂ“hﬂ‘ FEaEp Bl G EEE B ‘ymm 3..“,,"3‘
i hlﬂulﬂnﬂ-u”auuun- o mlm I|m|=”
i “r'j'ull.lfllﬂ. saEwd BEFEES BFa mm ﬁl'lﬂ
Hﬂw HEIM“;lq;lH- EhmENE mlm EI-.W
T P L 2,803 753
ATIZOR . cce ancirsninnrase 280,000 333,500

"Iandignant.

“Ho merely kissed my hand. I could

{ not speak for indignation,”

li'i"'l‘s"ll'
“He must have thought me deaf and

| dumb."”

ter, who Is soon 1o be transferred from
the American capital to Tokyo as
Chinese representative in Japan,
gentleman of edueatlon, culiure an
modern ideas. He is perhaps the ables
man that has ever represented tly
Chinese government In the Unite
States. He speaks English freely, a
is well informed on current affairs a
the polities of the world. The minkst«
js an English barrister. He 18 a grag

he lived for several years, When h'
in the English courts there for #iv' ||
VEeArs, His early education was ac,
quired in China, where he held severa
high positions in the Chinese govern.
ment. Thia is his first misslon abroa
nlthough he was in this country abo

He s & courtly, affable Chinama

some pension LWill that had been fath-
ered LY Taylor was up for discussion

E e T SRR b R

e

Wil TING

Bragg gzave Bab

acean a long time to recover from it !
: Inm the course of his remarka General |

ehot tn death with chronle diarrhea in
1861 and pever fonnd it out untl]l 1881,

not a marker to him.
greas Bob got the flbor as often as the
speaker wonld allow him.
eontldn’t make a speech to his fellow-
members he wonld go to the commit-
ter rooms and orale Lo the clerks.
was: a pasgicn for him in those davs
to repeat the eelehrated speech deliv-
errd 4 half rentury agn by his famous |

that grew beneath the
hirda that nestled among the branches.

soms unscrupulons persons have been | Bob Always delivered it beautifolly and
for a long time claimed it as his own.

He finally confezsed that he had been a
plrate.

“I regret much that my

pension to this poor soldler who was

As a declaimer his friend Dryaa is
While in con-

When he

it

Iy.

GOV, TAYLOR,

ancle, Hon, Langton C. Haynes, which
was perhaps the finest plece of oratory
that ever fell from a sontherner's lips,
It was abont the mountaina and the
valleya, the streams and the akies, the
ennshine and the starlight, the grass

trees and the

and represents the very best class
his countrymen,

mosphere the eminent astronomes=s In
charge of the

lLoewy anidl M. Pusienx, appear 1o hold

that commonly entertained by scien-
tiats.
tion as to whether there ia a very Mit-
tle or none at all is not really mneces-
=ary, '‘here are evidences they com-
rinde, that it must he Very rare—not
more than one nine-hundredth of the |
| density of omr own, the reasons why I
thiz must he sn being as follows, namﬁ '
Iy : That when the moon detached itaelf
from the equaterial
carth, it must have taken with it as a
portion of its materiala some of the
material
earth., or at least thogs lighter anes
that lay near the surface at the time,

planet retained the greater proportion
of the gascons envelope, Sueh being
the ease, the wezker provision of free
gases fell to the moon, and this qnan-
tity wonld natnrally diminsh as the
moon material began to solidity —the
water would enter into stable combi- |
rations with the elements of the sofl, l

I

that what ia true of water iz true alao
of the air.—New York Sun,

She-—Father pays we
economire at our wedding. He—Well,
we'll be marri>d In the day time and
save the gas —Yonkers Stateaman,

You can always pick the winnera at 1
the races when your
| empty.

He bhas a wife and

The Monn's Ltmosphere.
As to the question of a lunar af -

Paris observatory,

M

somewhat diferent

op:nion  from

—_——

Admitting that the determina-

regiona of th#]

chemical elementa of the

Y.
being . prohahle, however, that owr

lﬂnﬂ'

and without doubt sneh minerals as
gypsum and lime
which imprison the water within solld
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WritetoF. I. Whitney, 6. P. & T. A,
Great Northern Railway, for “Facta About
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“Alazka, Land of tlold aml Glacier.” a
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Two
dyk
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C. C. fall to curs, ruggists refund money.




