b

e S

. the policy estabhliashment.

off ™
men who find a positive delight In driy.

Tthat inda development In gaming prae-

thousand dJdollars,

TALMAGE'S © SERMON.

“A CART-ROPE INIQUITY"” SUN-

DAY'S SUBJEBT,

From the Following Bible Text: | Y
Chapter 8§, Verss 1B: “Weoe Unio

Them That Bia As It Were With =

Cari-Hope"—Viglinnce Advised.

nibble at the heari.

still stands upright,

ored, These ver-
min have not
strength enough to

man's charac-
ter. But there are other transgressions
that lift themselves up to gigantic pro-
portijons, and seize hold of a man and
bind him with thongs forever. There
are some iniquities that have such great
emphasis of evil that he who commits
them may be sald to sin as with a cart-
rope. I suppose you know how they
make a great rope, The stuff out of
which it is fashioned is‘ nothing but
tow which you pull apart without any
exertion of your fingers, This is spun
into threads, any of which you could
easlly snap, but a great many of these
threads are interwound-—then you have
& rope strong enough to bind an ox,
or hold a ship In a tempest. 1 speak
to you of the sin of gambling. A cart-
repe In strength is that sin, and yet I
wish more especlally to draw your at-
téntion to the small threads of Influ-
ence out of which that mighty Iniquity
I8 twisted. This crime Is on the advance,
80 that it Is well not only that fathers,
and brothers, and sons, be Interested
In such a discussion, but that wives,
and mothers, and sisters, and daughters
look out lest thelr present home be
sacrificed, or their Intended home be
blasted, No man, no woman, can stand
aloof from such a subject as this and
say: “It has no practical bearing upon
my life;" for there may be In a short
time In your history an experience in
which youn will find that the discussion
involved three wourlds—earth, heaven,
hell. There are gambling establish-
menls by the thousands, There ure
about five thousand five hundred pro-
fessional gamblers, Out of all the gam-
bling establishments, how many of
them do you suppose profess to be hon-
€sl? Ten. These ten professing to be
honest because they are merely the
mnte-chamber to those t(hat are ac-
knowledged fraudulent. There are first-
clasa establishments. You step a little
way out of Droadway, New York. Yoa
B0 up the marble stalrs. You ring the
bell. The liveried servant Introduses
you. The walle are laveader tinted.
The mantels are of Vermont marble.
The pictures are “Jephthah's Daugh-
ter.,” and Dore's “‘Daate’s and Virgil's
Frozen Region of Hell,” a most ap-
propriate selection, this last, for the
place. There in the roulette table, the
finest, rostllest, most exquisite plece of
furnituve In the United Biates. There
Is the banqueting room where, free of
charge to the guesis, you may find the
plate, and viands, and wines, and i
gars, pumptuwons beyond paraliel. Then
yoa come to the second-class gambling
esiablishment. To It you are Intro-
duced by A card through some “roper
In." Having entered, you must either
gamble or Aght. Sanded cards, dice
loaded with quickailver, poor drinks
mixed with more poor drinka, will
room help you to get rid of all your
money to a tane In short metre with
slaccato passages. Yomn wanted (Lo sea
You saw. The low villains of that place
walch yon as you come In. Does not
the panther, squat In the grass, know 3
call when he seea it Wrangle not for
your rights In that place, or vonr body
will be thrown hioody Into the street,
or dead into the rivep,
You go along a little further and And

in that plgre
yon bet om nnmbers. Betting on t‘io
numbers is called a “saddle;” betting
on three numbers is called a “"gig: ™ bet.
ting on four numbers s ecalled a
“horse;” and there are thousands of |
car young men leaping into that “sad-
dle.” and mounting that “gig.” and be-
hind that “horse” riding to pesdition.
There is alwafs one kind of sign on the
foor--"Exchange, "a most appropriate
title for the door, for there, in that
room, A man exchanges health, pearce,
and heaven for loss of health, loss of
home, loas of famlily, loss of immortal
sonl. Exchange sure enongh and in-
finite emough.

Now you acknowledge that is a cart-
rope of evil, but yom want to know
what are the small threads out of which
ft ia made. There is, in many, a dispo-
gition to hazard. They feel a delight In
walking near a precipice becaunse of
the sanse of danger. There are
who go upon Jungfram, not for the
largeneas of the prospect, but for the
feeling that they have of thinking
“What would happen If [ should fall
There are persons who have their
blood filliped and accelerated by skat-
ing very near am air hole., There are

ing within two inches of the edge of a
bridge. It Ia this disposition to hazard

ticen. #Hera are flve hundred doliars,
1 may stake them. If T stake them |

may lose them; but I may win five
Whichever way it

turns 1 have the excitement. Shuffle

» HERE are some jn-
Igquities that aonly

After a lifetime of
their work, the man

respected, and hon-

gnaw through a

| ter by bleeding him, it was only hin-

the cards. Lost! Heart thumps. Head
dizzy. At it again—just to gratify this
deaire for hazard,

Then there are others who go into
this ain throngh sheer desire for gain.
It is eapecially so with professional
gamblera. They always keep cool. They
never drink enough #o unbalance their
Judgment. They do not see the dice so

contalning nobody knows what, antl]

on their wall gotten In a lottery, and

young men in the hope of galn go into
| these practices. They say: “Well, my

salary Is not enough to allow this ln:E-
ury. I don’t get enough from my store,
Office, or shop. I ought to have finer
apartments. 1 ought to have better
wines. [ ought to have more richly
flavored clgars. 1 ought to be able to
entertain my frlends more expensively.
I won't stand thls any longer. 1 can
with one brilliant stroke make a for-
tune. Now, here goes, princlple or no
principle, heaven or hell. Who cares?"”
When a young man makes up his mind
to live beyond his income, Satan has
bought him out and out, and It Is only
& question of time when the goods are
to be delivered. The thing is done.
You may plant in the way all the bat-
teries of truth and righteousness, that
| map is bound to go on. When a man

makes one thousand dollars a year and
spends one thousand two hundred dol-
lars; when a young man makes one
thousand five hundred dollars, and
spends one thousand seven hundred
dollars, all the harpies of darkness cry
out: “Ha! ha!” we have him,” and
they have. How to get the extra five
hundred dollars or the extra two thou-
sand dollars is the question. He says:
“Here is my friend who started out the
other day with but little money, and in

rolled up hundreds and thousands of
dollars. If he got it, why not 1? It is
such dull work, this adding up of long
lines of figures In the counting-house;
this pulling down of a hundred yards
of goods and selling a remnant: this
always waiting upon somebody else,
when I could put one hundred dollars
on the are and pick up a thousand.”

Many years ago for sermonic pur-
poses and in company with the chief
of police of New York 1 visited one
of the most brilliant gambling houses
In that city. It was night and as we
came up in front all seemed dark. The
blinds were down: the door was
guarded; but after a whispering of the
officer with the guard at the door, we
were admitted into the hall, and thenoe
Into the pariors, around one table, find-
ing elght or ten men in mid-lite, well-
dressed —all the work going on In
sllence, save the nolse of the rattling
“chips” on the gaming-table In one
parlor, and the revolving ball of the
roulette table In the other parlor,
Some of these men, we were told. had
served lerms In prison: some were
ship-wregeked bankers and brokers and
money-dealers, and some were going
thelr first rounds of vice—but all In-
tent upon the table, as large or amall
fortunes moved up and down before
them. Oh, thers was something aw-
filly solemn In the silence—the In-
lense gaze, the suppreased emotlons of
the players. No one looked up. They
all had momey In the rapids, and 1|
have no doubt some saw, as they sat
there, horses and earriagen, and honses
and lands, and home and family rush-
Ing down into the vortex. A man's
Iife would molt have been worth a
farthing In that presence had he not
been accompanied by the police, If
he had been supposed to be on a Chris.
tian errand of obeervalion. Some of
these men wenl by privals key, some
wenl by earelul Introduction, some
were taken In by the patrons of (he
establishment. The ofMeer of the law
told me: “None get In here exgept by
police mandate, or by some leiter of
A patron.”™ While we were (here a
young man cama (n, put his money
down on the roulette-table, and lost:
put more money down on the roulette-
table and lost; put more money down
on the rounletie-table, and lost: then
feeling In his pockets for more money,
finding none, in severe ailence he tarn-
ed his back upom the scene and passed
oul. While we stood there men lost
their property and lost thelr sounla
Oh, the mercilesa place! Not onece In
all the history of that gaming-house
has there been one word of sympathy
uttered for the losers at the game.
8ir Horace Walpole sald that a man
dropped dead In one of the clubhouses
of London; his boxdy was earried Into
the eclubhouse, and the members of
the ¢lub began immediately to bet as
to whether he were dead or alive, and
when it was proposed to test the mat-

dered by the snggestion that it wounld
be unfair to some of the playera! In
these gaming houses of our cities, men
have their property wrung away from
them, and then they go out, some of
them to drown their grief In strong
drink, some to ply the counterfeiter’s
pen, and so restore their fortones,
some resort to the suicide's revolver,
but all going down, and that work
proceeds day by day, and night by
night. “That cart-rope,” says some
young man, “has never been wound
around my soul.” But have not some
threads of that cart-rope been twisted?

I arraign before God the gift en-
terprises of our eities, which have a
‘“endency to make this a nation of
gambilers,. Whatever yom get, young
man, in such a place as that, without
giving a proper equivalent, ia a rob-
bery of your own soul, and a robbery
of the eommunity. Yet, how wa are
Appalled to see men who have falled
in other enterprises go Into gift con-
certs, where the chief attraction ia not
musie, but the prizes distributed
among the andience; or to sell books
where the chief attraction is not the
book, but the package that goes with
the book. Tobacen dealers advertise
that on a certain day they will put
money into their papers, so that the
prrchaser of this tobaeco In Clncinnati
or New York may unexpectedly eome
upon a magnificent gratuity. Boys
hawking throngh the cars packages

you open them and find they contain
nothing. Christian men with pictares

the brain of community taxed to find
it some new way of getting thinga
without paying for them. Oh, young

untll the fly passes. Thousands of

one night, so great was his luck, he

ns.
we suffer or deny ourselves for others.

DOWNERS GROVE REPORTER.

-mhuthmmnhh-
ing bound hand and foot by a hablt
which has already destroyed “a great

Sometimes these gift eaterprises are
carried on in the name of charity; and
some of you remember at the close of
our Civil War how many gift enter-
prises were on foot, the proceeds to
Eo to the orphansg and widows of the
soldlers and sallors. What did these
men who had charge of those gift en-
terprises care for the orphans and
widows? Why, they would have al-
lowed them to freeze to death upen
their steps. I have no faith in a char-
ity, which, for the sake of relleving
rresent suffering, opens a gaping jaw
that has swallowed down so much of
the virtue and good prineiple of the
community. Young man, have noth-
ing to do with these things. They
only sharpen your appetitie for games
of chance, Do one of two things; be
honest or dle,

I have accomplished my object If I
put you on the look-out. It is a great
deal easler to fall than it is to get up
again, The trouble Is that when men
begin to go astray from the path of
duty, they are apt to say: “There’'s no
use of trying to get back. I've saeri-
ficed my respectabllity, I can't return:”
and they go on until they are utterly
destroyed. I tell you, my friends, that
God this moment, by his Holy Spirit,
can change your entire nature, so
that you will be a different man in a
minute. Your great want—what ts it?
More salary? Higher social position?
No; no. I will tell you the great want
of every man, If he has not already
obtained it. It Is the grace of God.
Are there any who have fallen victims
to the sin that I have been reprehend-
ing? You are in a prison. You rush
against the wall of this prison, and
try to get out, and you fail; and yonu
turn around and dash against the other
wall until there is bleod on the grates,
and blood on your soul, You will
never get out in this way. There Is
only one way of gettlng out. There Is
a key that can unloek that prison-
house. It is the key of the house of
David. It is the key that Christ wears
at his girdle. If you will allow him
to put that key to the lock, the bolt
will shoot back, and the door will
swing open, and you will be a free
man In Christ Jesus. Oh, prodigal,
what a boainess this Is for you, feed-
ing swine, when your father stands In
the front door, straining his eyesight
to cateh the first glimpse of your re-
turn; and the calf s as fat as It will ba,
and the harps of heaven are all strung,
and the feet tree. There are converted
gamblers In heaven. The light of
eternity flashed upon the greeam balse
of their billlard-saloon. In the laver
of God's forgiveneas Lhey washed off
all their sin. They quit trying for
earthly stakes. They tried for heavea
and wom It. There sireiches a hand
from heaven toward the head of the
worst offander. It Is & bhand., not
clemched as If to smits, but oulspread
as If @ drop a benediction. Other
seas have a shore and may be fathom-
ed, but the sea of God's love—eternity
—~has no pluammel to sirike the bot-
tom, and Immensily ne lrem-bound
shore (o confine It. Tia tidea are liftad
by the heart of Infinite compasaion.
Ita waves are the hosannahs of the re-
deemed. The argosies that sall om It
drop anghor at last amid the thunder-
ing salvo of eternal victory. But alas
for that man whoe sits down to Lhe
final gama of life and puts his Im-
mortial soul on the ace, while angels
of God keep the tally-board; and after
kinga and queena, and knaves, and
spadea are “shuffled” and “cut,” and
the game ls ended, hovering and Im-
pending worlds discover that he has
loat It, the faro-bank of sternal dark-
nesa clutching down Into Its wallet
all the blood-stained wagera,

Mother's Dying Worda
(By J. F. O'Haver, Harrodaburg, Tad.)
During a round of pastoral viaits, |
ealled at a couniry residenca, and be-
fore [ laft read a passage from the
Bible and had prayer. Comirary to
my custom, [ concluded to read the
firat passage al which my Bible open-
ed whish was the 108d Pralm. As
scon as [ began to read the lady of the
house began to weep, and continued to
do so thromghout the reading and
prayer,

U'pon rising from our knees ashe
burst into tearas, and told me the first
norda of that psalm wera the last
words of her mother on earth, and that
she died In that very room, and ahe
sobbed as If her heart would break. 1
learned she had not been to chureh for
many years, but I notice she has been
regular In attendance sincs,

Whoe will say that a mother’s saintly
lifa = soom lost, or that the Spirit does
not lead His servants?

A Brothar's Lava.

Little Jennie disobeyed her mother
ona day, and she made her leave heor
play and go and sit for an hour In the
corner.

Her Mttle brother was very fond of
his sister, and he was so sorry for her
that he asked his mother to Jet him sit
in Jennie’s plase and let her go and
play.

Their mother allowed him to do so,
After a little he saild:

“Mamma, am [ not llke Jesua?"
“Why 7" maid she,

“"Because I am suffering In Jennies
place.”

“Yea,” sald mamma, “and you do It
becanse you love her, don't you?”
Jesus suffered once and for all, for
But we are always like him when |

multitude that no mah can number.”™

TWO CONTINENTS.
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character a
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end so quick with his wit that

anxious to get over their tilts.

his state.
district was wider

Eagle Pass, on the Rlo Grande.

when power was

voritism at a single bound,

fun than the minstrels.

try. He called himself the “Red-head-

fore the business commliitee,

portant sesslon of a close-mouthed and
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headed Ranger from Texas™ had a few
remarks he wonld like to make cover-
iIng & few points In a measure the
augnst body had In ita pigeon holes.
The admission of Ochiltree meant a
good laugh-a long serfes of good
langhe—and it la a part of leglalative
tradition that the colonel's storles have
done for him what plain, navarnished
and prosaie logle falled to do for oth-
era.  Ochiltree proves that men's traits
come out in llttle things and at an
carly age. He waa taken as a partner
into his father’s office. He was harely
oat of his teens. The father went
away from town one day, and while he
was gone the boy had the sign changed.
San Antonlo awakened the next morn-
ing to laugh for years at the strange
name of the irm—"Thomas P, Ochil-
tre¢ and Father, Attorney®” The
Erown man was 1o |éss original than
the boy had been, and his wit Increased
as the years brought the stubby, fat
yonngstsr Into a rotund, broad-girthed
gtateaman,

Judge Willilam B. Ochiltree, a lawyer
of great repute in the south, was de-
termined that young Tom should be
brought up In the straight and narrow
path. He thought his son would be a
quiet man, of gentle habits, and there-
npon placed him wunder the care and
tutelage of twn Catholle priests. The
priests labored in Nacogdoches parish,
where the boy was born, and they tried
industriously to keep their pupfl in
lines of thought that might possibly
take him Into the clergy. The lad
stood It for a time, and at the ags of 16
suddenly took the matter into his own
handa. He wanted to fight Indlans.
The priesta were powerless, and, with
a great deal of shrewd planning, young
Tom made an enlistment as a private
in the Texas Rangera, starting west for
the wcalps of the Apaches and

men, these are the threads that make
the eart rope, and when & young man

Comanches In 1864. A year knocked
all the romance dut of his bovish am-

bitfon, and as he was willing to rome | lest we should
hothdé and bockis down to his booka laughed.-—1a Bruysre

LIFE OF A GREAT WIT

TOM OCHILTREE FAMED ON

Ilacss Reralls
Many IEmcidents ja His Life—*T.
Ochilires & Father, Attorseys,” Misg

gy OM OCHILTREER,
who was recently
the
point of death, be-
a national
few
years ago when he
came Lo congress as
a representative
He
was conspicuous to
look upon, and he
rarely said anything that was not con-
- 8plcuous. He made friends, and he
was po good natured to his enemies
the

men who were opposed to him were
He was
pointed out on the floor of the house
a8 the first native congressman from
It was also related that hia
and longer than
many of the states of Europe, reaching
Over a territory of twenty-seven coun-
ties, and running from the QGulf to
Thlu!i
aArea comprised 37600 square miles,

Ochlltree was practically the king of it.

: He was the only man In the district |
in conalderation.
Ochlitree went to the top of capital fa-
He was
& prince of story tellers. The beauty
of his humor was that it hit no one so
hard as It hit himself. He was a joke
to himself. He rarely appeared upon
the floor of the Forty-eighth congress
that he did not put the house Into a
furore of laughter. The country mem-
bers used to declare that he was more
His bills and
appropriations were jested through—
the jest always bearing a strong argu-
ment why Texas and Texas harbors
should be the especial care of the coun-

' standing In the hotel door, w

ed Ranger from Texas,"” and the title
Was enough to get him a hearing be-
It was

his custom to send In word to an Im-

to the coanveantions In Charleston
Baltimore.

WAr.

and get solace In work.,”

and the president became great frienda,

Thia jealous faction once planned ar
incldent whereby it would get even -Ill

Ochiltree. Grant was to stop at Gr

and the committee did not put Oct
tree’'s name on the list of distinguls!
men to meet him, Ochiltree bided

time, as he has never been known
complain,

, Colonel Ochiltree did not go
ship to welcome Grant. He took
tage point in the crowd that fills
streets In front of the Tremont _
He was behind two rows of celel
who were dolng guard duty alg
edges of a crimson carpet wh
from the haotel to the curb, th
tion committee—or part of *

Elve the general the gladsom
Ochlltree watched untl) the gen
Mrs. Grant had stepped from
riage and then he bulged th
line, He rushed down the
carpet, shook heartlly the
his old friend, and offering h
Mrs, Grant, marched proudly.

the rank and file of leadingges
into the hotel. The mob "
manded a speech from the
constituting himeelf a e.n:’ CR
one, Colonel Ochlltres appe
him In the hotel balcony an
duced Grant as one of his :

and bravest friends. This w
last time the men In Oalvesto

to saub him as a social funct' @€ OLUIT l'ﬂe of

Texns owes as much to Ochiltree .
It does to any other man that ever

- - S o '

TOM OCHILTREE,

came from the state. He has beea
untiring In his offorts to keep the state

7
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before the publlec. He 414 so much In
this respect with the papers that he
edited he was at one time sent to Eu-
rope as emigrant Inspector for Texasa
This gave him opportunity for many
trips abroad, and he became as fluent
in the rontinental languages as In Eng-
lish. He actually became a featnre In
the London papers, and the ald journ-
Ala nsed to advertize Interviews with
him as the New York papers now ad-
vertise their weekly grist of Suonday
matter. The English papers are fond
of conventlonal expressions. It was
usually printed that the Interviewer
found the vallant eolonel “engaged In
A sumptuous repast™ or “about to st
down to an elaborate dinner.” or “ris-
ing from a table groaning with all the
lnxuries.” The descriptions are prob-
ably accurate, as no man In the country
has gastronomie art to a higher stats
of cultivation than he. He would starve
to death wers he forced to live on the
diet which the ancient Lucullus con-
sidered the best on sarth,

The colonel is a man who Is original
In thought and ect, but It is not record-
chthnmllllmnrndlc-
nified thing. His brains, as much as
his entertaining habit, has made hiss

time and time again he has been down
with an afliment which came directly
from it. He has been comfined to his
room, and he is now getting ready for
the last struggle with the disease. He
may recover, Men of 57 have stood
the trial he will face and have recov-
ered. Thers is probably no man In
private life over the country whoss
slckneas has aroused the same atten-
tion and sorrow, and whose recovery
will be A matter of snch wide con-
caTI.

We must langh befors we are
die withount

heppy,
havring

He always had some outside plan fy'
his head, and while he was gtill under
his majority In yeara he was editor of
a paper and had been sent as a delegate
and.

General Longstreet saw that Ochil-
tree was made a colonel during the
The reward came In return for.
exceptional bravery on the fleld. He
fought with the confederates during
all the struggle, and returning to Tex-
as, he prioted in his paper advise to
the southern people “to stop crying
His abllity
was marked enough to attract the at-
tention of Presldent Grant and Grant
made him the marshal for Texas. He

It is sald that Grant delighted In seelng
no one more than he did In seeing Tom '
Ochlltree. This relation made many

of the men of Galveston a bit jul!nun.“ to make more, better
] ]
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I find 1t the best and ex-

veston after his trip to South Amerls Shall we send you one?

the fresh pro-
porated Cream...
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any other flour.

Hetter and goes farther
than milk and cream.
Excellent for tea and
coffee. Can be diluted
and used for berries and

sances. St.  Charles
Evaporated Cream is
prepared by an improv-
ed process by which all
water is removed by ev-
aporation, and the
cream only condensed
and retained. The ut-
most cleanliness is ob-
served in its manufac-
ture. 'I‘r;.r one can, It
is a superior article.
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rallroad Buc.ats ita report
month of June, 1597, with
figurea for (he same monith In
The slx montas ending June 30, 1807,

)

ings, $61.360.54. First half 1806, total
expenses, JI6A81 680.84; deficit, §299,-
62.52. First half 1897, total expenses,
$16,003,163.63; not ecarnings, §$938, 604,44

There s a strong probabliity that
the Rockford council, at its meeting
Monday evening, will vots to lengthen
the hours which saloons may keep open
from 10 until 11 o'cloek. All of the
fourtesn members of the council were
elected on license platforms, the frst
time in the history of the city, and N
Is belleved that ten out of the fourtesn
will vole for the extension of Lhe clos-
ing time one hour. Mayor Brown s a
no-license man, and it s not known
whether hea will allow tha ordinance
to berome a law without his signature,
or veto It

The MrKeana Ateel Working Com-
pany, & new |ndusiry In Joliet, bagan
regular operationa Monday aller a se-
ries of succesalul testa. This company
re-rolls old ralls, making them as good
AS new, and It la the only eonce:n of
its kind Imn the world. It has erected
and equipped a plant here costing $110,.
000, and has arders ahead suffieclent Lo
last soveral monihs. The general off-
cea of the company are In Milwaukee
E W. McKenna I8 the presideat and
the superintendent In charge of the
Jollet plant ta D, H. Lents. The In-
ventlon of Mr Mc Kenna la regarded a
tha most important advance In the art
of making rafla which has been made
for many years, and means a great
saving to rallroads, No process & rem-
ovating ralls has been before discov-
ered, and when a rall was worn out it
was uselesa as a rall thereafter,

Chieigo people may now rest assured
of the truthfulness of the reports of
tha rich harvesta of goid in Alaska A
Chicago woman has just returned from
that cold country of mysteries. The
woman la Mra. Bl Oage, danghter of
Portus B. Weara, of the North Amer-
lcan Trading and Transportation Com-
pany. In glowing terma Mrs,
pratses the people who are there, and
says that the reports are not In the
least exaggerated. Mrs. Gage went
Dawson three monthe ago to see
husband, who is & son of Beeretary
the Treasury Lyman T. Gage, and
representative of Mr. Weare's
rany at Dawson. She Investigated
Klondika region, and eomes
Chicago full of enth
territory. During
every opportunity
the situation was,
for her relatives
she eonid not take with
of the intemss severity
she would probably mot
until next spring. She was
the strange land, and withstood the
cold wonderfully well,

The Tazewell County Agricultural
Fair Association have thelir new prem-
fum lists for their falr out and distrid-
uted, They are very neat, and fhe
handiwork of Patea, Thelir ninstesuth
annual fair will be held at Delavan
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RECORD OF MINOR DOINGS OF &
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