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THE DECLARATION.
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HE D«claration of
Independenca was
the grandest docu-
ment ever penned
by huwmnan hand.
The original docu-
ment (s still pre-
served In the gow-
ernment archives
at Washington
where It s guard-
od night and day as

Lhe most sacred selle of our lnfancy as

I
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a pation. Jt has been printed and re-
printed as It ahould be. Every Ameri-
can should kmow [t by heart. Every
forelgner coming to our shored should
famillarize himself with it before enter.
ing upon the privilegea of citizenship.
Yet it in safe to say that it is not read
much nowadays, Fifty years ago the
reading of the declarntion was & part
—the part-—of every Independence Dny
celebration. Of late decades the rustom
has disappeared almost entirely. It
ought to be revived. No celebration of
the day should pass without ita being
read and wHhout Ita history belng re-
told.
The Immortal document was drafted
by Thomas Jeflerson, amended slightly
by bils collcagues of the commitiee of
the Continental Congress, and reporied
and adopted on July 4, 1776. On June
ith of that year Richard Henry Lee,
of Virginia, offered in the name of his
afate a resolution In eongreas:
“That these anlted colonlea are, and
of right ought to be, free and inde-
pendent atatea™
This rrolution was seconded by
John Adama, of Massachusettis, the de-
bate wpon which began on the follow-
ing day, and continuned two days,
On July 2, 1776, Lee's resolution was
called up. and delegatea from twelve
colonies (New York not voting) unani-
monusly declared “that these united
ealomiea are, and of right onght to be,
free and independent states™
Bt as the declaration was not re-
ported and adopted until July 4th, the
anniwerzary of independence was fixed
on that day. The doeunment, which
had bern relegated to a commitiee for
preparation, i= as followsa
When, In the course of human events,

it beromes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political banda which
have connected them with another, and
{fo assume, among the powera of the
earth, the separate and equal statlon
to which the laws of natare and of na-
ture's God entitles them, a decent res-
pect to the opinions of mankind re-
quires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separa-

and happiness. Prudence, Indeed, will
dictate that goveraments long eatab-
lished should not be changed for light
and transient canses: and accordingly
all experience hath shown that man-
kind are more disposed to auffer, while
evila are sufferable, than to right
themaelves by abolishing the forms lo
which they are accustomed. Put when
A long traln of abuses and wsurpatlions,
pursuing Invariably the same object,
evincea a deaire o reduce them under
absolute depotiam, It |s their right, It is
thelr duty, to throw off such govern-
meal, and to provide new guards for
thelr future seeurity. Bueh has been
the patient sufferanca of hese enlonles,
and auch |8 pow the necessity which
consirains them (o aMer their former
syastems of government. The history
of the present King of Great Britain Is
a record of repeated injories and naar-
pation=z, all haviag in direct object the
establishment of an absolute tyranny
over these states. To prove this, let
farts be submitted to a candid world
He has refused hila assent to laws the
mnst wholesome and necessary for the
public gond, He haa forblddean his
governors to pasa laws of Immediate
and presaing importance, unlesa sua-
pended In their operation till his assent
should be obtained: and when so sus-
pended he has niterly neglected to at-
tend to them. He has refosed to pass
other laws for the accommodation of
larga distriets of people, unless those
peaple would relinquiah the right of
representation in the legisiatore—a
right Inestimable to them, and formil-
dable to tyrants omly. He has callad
together Jegisiative bodles at places
anusual, uncomfortable, and distant
from the depository of their publie ree-
ords. for the sole purpose of fatiguing
them into compliance with hia meas-
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troops amoung us; for protecting them,
by a mock trial, from punishment for
any musders which they should com-
mit on the inhabitanta of these stales:
for outling off our trade with all parts
of the world; for Imposing tazes on us
without eur consent; for depriviag us,
In mrtu-_ﬂ“t::'rnlunttml
by jJury: for tra ng us beyond
seas (0 be trisd for pretended offenses
for abolishing the free aystem of Eng-
llsh laws In a nelghboring provinese,
eslablishing thareln an arbitary gov-
ernment, and enlarging Its boundaries.
0 as 0 remder Il Al onre An axample
and At instrement for Introdocing the
same absolute rale into thesa colonies.
for taklng sway our charters, abollsh-
Ing our moat valuabla laws, and alter-
ing, fundamentally, the forms of our
governmendis; for suspending oar own
legislatures, and declaring themselves
invested with power to legislate for ua
in all cases whatsoever, He haa ab

dicated goverament hare, by declaring
s out of his protection, and waging
war against ns. He has plundered our
sehs, ravaged our coasts, burnt owur
towna, and destroyed the lives of our
people. Ha Is at this time tranaporting
large armies of foreign mercenaries tn
compiste the works of death, desols
tion and tyranny, already begum with
circumstances of cruelty and perfidy
srarcely parallaled 'n the most bar-
harouna ages, and totally anworthy the
head of a elvillzed nation. He has con-
astralned our fellow clitizens, taken eap-
tiva om the high seas to bear arms
against their ecountry, to become the
executioners of their friends and
brethren, or to fall themselvea by their
hands. He has excited domestle Insur-
rections among wa, and haa endeavored
to brimg om the Inhabitants of our
frontiera the mercilesa Indian savages

l We, therefore,

| emnly pubiish and declare, that these

—

iInterrupt our connestions and corres-
pondence. They, too, have been deafl
to the wvolce of justice and ccnsan
guinity. We must, therefore, ac-
Qulesce Im the necessitly which de-
nounces our soparation, and hold them,
as we hold the rest of mankind—ene~
mies in war, in peace, friends.
the representatives
of the United States of America, In
geberal congress assembled, appealing
to the Supreme Judge of the world for
the rectitude of our Intentions, do, In
the name and by the authority of the
good people of these colonles, sol-

united ¢olonles are, and of right ought
to be, free and independent stales: that
they are absolved. from all alleglance
to the British crown, and that all po-
litleal connection between them and
the state of Great Britain is and ought
to be totally dissolved: and that, as
free and independent states, they have
full power to levy war, conclude
peace, contract alllances, establish
commerce, and do all other acta and
things which independent states may
of right do. And for the support of
this declaration, with a firm rellance
on the protection of Divine Providence,
we mutually pledge to each other our
lives, our fortunes, and our sacred
honor. JOHN HANCOCK,
President of Congress and Delegate

from Massachusetts,

Truas Ameriranlam.
Deliold what a great fire a little

matter kindleth! Senator Sumnpersa
speech on the Alabama guestion, which
exciled only passing notice here at
that time, set all England ablaze, The
reason of this Is plain. The English
peopln have been constantly decelved
by Americans (ravellng in that coun-
iry s to the real state of feeling to-

ward them In the United States. There
are but few Americans who are repub-
licans or democrats to the ecore; and
when they go abroad and dine at the
tables of English monarchists they
shed thelr Americanism with alacrity,
and toady to the Ignorance and blg-
olry of their entertalners, and assever-
Ale that the warmest fraternal feelings
are cherished by the people of the Unit-
¢d Btates for thelr "English brethroa™
whereas the fact Is, there s a strong
and deep-sealéd f(eeling In America ol
resentment or hostllity to Oreat Brit-
dln. Do pot misunderwiand us. We
are not for war with any natlon; oa
the contrary, we are for bulldiang wp
this nation in wealth, in civillzsation, In
refilnement, o political strength, In mil-
itary power, In all things that go tb
make us broad and (all and greal; and
thenn wa are for having this nation, o
the majesty of its might, stand for
peate, for humanity and A cOmMmMON
brotherbhood. Is there not, at last, to
be reallzed omn carth the conception of
A misglonary natlon- a peopls Lo
sreat and too numerous to be anything
elss but magnamimous and kind and
loving? Lot us give the pulsations of
the mighty heart of this nation to the
walfare of Lhe world, and settle all pet-
Ly natlonal quarrels ia a spirit charne
tariatic of a genearous and a mighty
people. —New York Ledger.

Freedom's banners
greet thy ray;
fee! how cheerfully
they play
With thy morn-
iag breess,
On the rocks whers
pligrima knesled,
the heights whersa aquadrons
wheel'd,
When a tyrant’s thunder peal’d
(Yer the trembling seas,

On

God of armi=z! did thy “stars

In their eourses™ smite his ears,

Blast his arm, and wrest his bare
From the heaving tide?

On our standard, o' they burna,
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shortsigh'ed and mistaken people,
have been gradvally, and at last totally

i B
' from her moun-
tain helght
Unfurled her
standard to the
alr,
She tore the azure
robe of night,
And set the stars
of glory there;
She mingled with
its gorgeous dyes
The milky baldric of the skies,
And striped its pure, celestial white
With streakings of the morning lght;
Then, from his mansion in the sun,
She called her eagle bearcr down,
And gave into his mighty hand,
The symhbol of her chosen land.

Majestic monarch of the cloud!

- Who rear'st aloft thy regal form,
To hear the tempest trumping loud,
And see the lightning lances drlv-

en,
When strive the warriors of the
storm,
And rolls the thunder-drum of
heaven —

Child of the sun' to thee ‘tis given
To guard the banner of the free,
To hover {n the sulphar smoke
To ward away the battle-stroke,
And bid Its blendings shine afar,
Iike ralnbows on the cloud of war,
The harbingers of victory!

PREDICTIONS OF JOHN ADAMS

Extract from & Letter to s Wils,
July 8. 1776

Phlladelphia, July 3, 1776,

Had a declaration of Independence
been made seven months ago, It would
have been attended with many great
and glorious offects. We might, before
this hour, have formed alllance with
foreign states. We should have mas-
tered Quebec, and been In possession
of Canada,

You will, perhaps, wonder how such
a declaration would have
our affairs In Canada; but, If | could
writa with freedom, | ewid eanlly
conviscs you that It womld, aad
explain to you the manner how, Maay
gontlemen In high stations, and of
greal Influence have beem duped, by
the ministerial bubble of commission.
ers, Lo treatl; and In real, slncers ex-

Iinluengsl
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~the day we celebrate as commemot- |1 7
ating one of the most herolc and prajes- -
worthy struggleas for liberty in the his- i
tory of tha world. Ry 1
After years of discouragement and
defeat, years when hope seemed dead,
and when the undertaking oqm hand-
ful of brave men appeared in'every way
too much for them, the light came,
the clouds broke away, and the sun-
shine of success streamed In upon thelr
almost broken and dismembered hearts
and fortunes,
With literally nothing left to begim
with, with everything sacrificed upom
the sitar of their country, with the foe
formidable, rich, respected on land and
sea and known and tried of all men,
the outlook for the Colonists was dark
and disheartening almost beyond pre-
cedent. But then thelr sublime cour-
age never faltered, Lhelr determination
knew no ylelding, thelr hopes were
high and thelr ambitions limitless,
Sturdily, cheerily and bravely they
weént to work to reconstruct and re-
habilitate out of the wreck of the dis-
Integrated remains of a monarchial out-
post an Indepeadent repullic—a home
for the homeless, and a land and =
country that should be of the people
and for the people, ‘
Who shall tell of the hard work, the
dark days, the weary hours, the ach-
ing heads and tired hands that this
day, this red-letter day, the day of all
ithe days of all the years of the history
of this great nation, represent! Whb
shall tell of the anxioties, the appre-
henslons, the sleepleas hours ol dark-
ness and the alert hours of daylght
through which that unequaled band of
patriots passed during the first mohths
after the declaration of Independence,
when they threw off at once and for-
ever the British yoke, denled and de-
fed the mother couniry, Aung AwWAy
thelr swaddling clothes and sprang Inte
the arena to fighi-—agaln, Il need be,
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this wonderfully beautiful
American lndependence!

One day, ons object, one spiril, one
hope, one glory, and lo make Lhe mosi
of this day, to A1 It brimful
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peciation of this event, which they o
fondly wished, they have been slow
and languid In promoting measures lor
the redaction of that proviace. Others
there are In the colomies who really
wished that our eatlerprise in Canada
would be defeated; t(hat the colonies
might be brought into danger and dle-
tress between t(wo fAres, and be thus
induced to submit. Others really
wished to defeal the ezpedition to
Canada, lest the conquest of It should
elavate the minds of the people too
muoch to hearkea (o those terme of ree-
oncillation whish they belleved would
he offered ue. These Jarring views,
withes and dealgna oreastoned an op-
position to many saluiary measures
which were proposed for the support
of that expedition, and cansed ob
etructions, embarrassments, and stad-
led delays which have fnally lost ue
the province

ANl thesa camses, however, In eon- |
Mnetion, wonld not have disappolated
wd If it had not bean for a misfortune
which comid not have bean foressen,
and perhaps could not have beem pre- I
vented I mean the prevalemce of the
smallpox among our troops. This fa-
tal pestilence completed our destrue-
tlon. Tt is a frown of Providencs upon
s, which we ought to lay to heart
Bat, on the other hand, the dslay of
this declaration to this time has many
great advantages attending . The
hopes of recomnelllation whiech wars
fondly enteriained by multitodes of
homeat and weall-meaning, thﬁq'll

extinguished. Time has besen glven
for the whole people matarely to con- |

And, when days like this returna,
Sparkle o'er the soldier’:s ura

tion.

We hold these truths to be sell- evi-

THE OLD STYLE,

dent: that all men are ereated equal,
that they are endowed hy their Creator
with certain Inaliemable rights: that
among these are life liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. That to secure
these rights, governments are I[nsti-
tuted among men, deriving their fust
powers from the eonsent of the gov-
erned; that whenever any form of gov-
ernment becomes destructive of these
enda, it iz the right of the people to
alter and abolish it, and to institute a
new government, laying its foundation
on suach prineiplea and organizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall

seem most likely to effect their safety | quartering

|
tenure of their offices, and the amonnt

ures. He has dissolved representative
howses repeatedly, for opposing. with
manly firmness, his invasions on the
righta of the people. He has refused,
for a long time after smch dissolntions,
to cause others to be elected; whereby
the legislative powers, inecapable of
annihilation, bave returned to the peo-
ple at large for their exercise, the state
remainiag, in the meantime, exposed
to all the dangers of invasion from
without and convulsions within. He
has endeavored to prevent the popula-
tion of these states for that purpose ob-
structing the laws for naturalization of
foreigners; refosing to pass others tn
encourage their migration hither, and
ralsing the condition of new appropria-
tions of lands. He has obstrocted the
administration of justics, by refusing
hias assént to laws for establishing jn-
diclary powera. He has made judges
dependent on his will alone, for the

and the payment of their salarles. He
has erected a multitude of new offices,
and sent hither swarma of officers. to
harass our people and eat out their
snbstance, He has kept among ns, In
times of peace; standing armies, with-
out the consent of our legislatares. Ha
has affected to render the military in-
dependent of and saperior to the elvil

to subject ns to a jurisdiction foreign

to our constitution, and nnacknowl-
edged by our lawns, giving his assent to |
their acts of pretended legisliation: For

power. He has combined with othera |

whose known rule of warfare is an un-
distingnished destruction of all ages,
sexes and conditions. In every stage of
these oppressions we harve petitioned
for redress (a the most humble terms;
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our repeated petitions haye been ans-
wered omnly by repeated injury. A
princs whose character Is thos marked
by every act which may define a tyrant
is unfit to be the roler of a fres psople.
Nor hawre we heen wanting in atten-
tiona to onr British brethren. We have
warned them, from time to time, of at-
tempts by their legisiature to axtend
an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.
We have reminded them of the elrenm-
stances of our emigration and sattle-
ment here. We have appealed to thelr
native justice and magnanimity, and
we have eonjured them by the ties of

Who for freedom dled.

God of peace'—whose apirit Alls

All the echoes of our hills,

All the marmurs of our rills,
Now tHe storm (s o'er —

0, l&t freemen be our sona;

And let future Washingtona

Rise, to lead their valiant ones,
THI there's war no mara

By the patriot’s hallow'd rest

By the warrior's gory breast,—

Never let our graves be press'd
By a deapot’s throne;

By the Pligrima’ toils and cares,

By their battles and their pragers,

By thelr ashes —let our heirs
Bow to thee alone,

A Watmtsr Anscdots.

Once while Mr. Webatar was address
ing the semate the senate clock com-
menced striking, but instead of strik-
ing twice at 2 p. m. continued to strike
without cessation more than forty
times. All éyerm were tarned to the
clock and Mr. Webster remalned si-
lent uatil the clock had struck about
twanty, when he thus appealed to the
chair, “Mr, Preaident, the clock I8 out
of order! 1 have the floor!™—Argo
nant.

Judge-—I think 1 have seen you hefors
Prisoner—1 have had that honor, yom

our common kindred to disavow thess

large hodies of armed

honor. I shaved your honor last wesk

osurpations which would inevitably | Jadge—Twenty years.

enthusiasm; but I am not. [ am well
awars of the toll and blood and treas-
ure that it will cost us to maintain this

forward forever,

slder the great question of Independ-
enca, and to ripen thelr jadgment dis-
sipate their fears, and allare thelr
hopea, by discussing It in newspapers
and pamphlets—by debating 1t In as-
rembliea, ennventions, committess of

safety and inspection—ja town aad
eounty meetings, as well as In private
conversations! so that the whole peo-
ple, in every colony, have now adopted
it as their own act. This will coment
the union, and avold those heats and
perhaps convuisions, whieh might
have been occasioned by such a deoe-
laration six months agn,

But the day ia pash The second day
of July, 1778, will be a memorable
epocha In the history of Ameriea. |
am apt to belleve that it will be ecale-
brated by succeeding gemerations, as
the great Anniversary Festival It
ought to be commemorated, as the day
of deliverancs, by solemn acts " de-
votion to God Almighty. It ought to
be solemnized with pomp, shows,
games, sports guns, bells, bonfires and
illaminations from one end of the eon-
tinent to the other, from this time

Ton may think me transported with




