CHAPTER IX.

- nstead of answer-
ing the boy, Ruth-
ven turned to the
Eirl and ashed:

“Is this true?”

“Yes, Mr. Ruth-
ven,” she replied,
with downcast
head.

He did oot make
any comment at
the intelligence wo
abruptly mmmuulum to him for &
few minutes, and then he sald:

“This s very sudden, Hamilton.”

“Sudden, do you call it unecle? You
forget it Is six weeks since you left us
here, with one another for company.
How could 1 have auny choice but to
fall In love with her, unless, indeed,
I had taken up with old Garrett, and
that would scarcely have pleased you
better T

“I did not say I was displeased, Ham-
flton.™

“Oh, sir! 1 hope you are not,” Inter-
posed Margaret.

“But I must take (fMhe to coasider
your request, and thhe 1s not the mo-
ment for discussing It. 1 have just
come off a loug and fatigning journey,
and you ought Lo be at your lessons.”

The disappointed man of the world
«<ould uot resist the temptation of giv-
ing his boy-rival that unworthy llitle
«<ul. Put Hamliiten received It with
his asual eguanimity,

“My studles, yon mean, uncle. Al

. wa won't say asaything more
about It Uil the evening. then, when
you will be rested, auna I shall ba at
felzsure. OUoeod-bye 111 dinner-time.
‘T, ia, Pearl”

#ad be ran away as hastily as he had
‘emlered.

Ruethven prepared wo quit Lthe reom.
Margaret approached him timidly.

“¥ou are not angry, Mr. Ruthvea ™

“Of course not, my dear, Whal have
I to be angry abeut? Omnly this pro-
posal of Hamilton's Is far loo serious
a maiter to be settled In & moment. |
do not wish o disappoint sither of you,
put | really do not see my Wway L0 Ac-
code 1o his wish at present.”

Margaret began to ory.

“Weuld It beyso great a trouble to
you @ give the idea of marrying
my mephew ™' he Inguired, seslng the

“Oh, yea, Mr. We love
sach other so wery, very much. And
Hamilton aays he will never marry any
eme Dut me. And | would die rather
than marry any ene but him.~

Ruthven recognised the childishnes
of the expression, bit set & higher value
by the reasoning than it deser vod.

He sighed deeply, and turned away.

“] promise you one thing. Margaret.
1 will 40 what appears to me to be
the best n-l wisesat thing for both you
and Hamilton, and If your attachment
ia sincore, L.will put no obstacle in the
way of your future union. [ cam say
pe maore than that™

it was a great deal for him to say
es mueh. If the girl had fully read
the sacrifice hia greal heart made [n
smying 1t, she would have knelt down
and worshiped him as something more
than man. Put she had no idea of the
pain she had Inflicted.

Meanwhile, Ruthven found his way

t6 his own room, and summoned
Mra Oarrett ta a conference.

“How much have you known of this
confounded plece of folly between
Hamilton and Margaret O'Reilly 7™ he

Aemanded of her.
“Lot’ blesa youn, sir! dom’t call it by

guch a nmame. Of course [ saw the
young creatures were taking to each
other from the begianing. I'm not
pind. Put 1 never Imagined youw'd
tak# on about it. Tt seems the nataral-
ast thing in the world to me.”

“Jt may be natural emough; but it
ts highly inexpedient, Hamilton’s age
renders it absurd, In the first place;
but were he nine-and-twenty instead
of nineteen, he has no money to marry
on.”

“They don’t think of being married
yet awhile, sir, surely, the young
rognes.”

“They want to be ‘engaged,’ which
means the same thing. And then,
thohgh Margaret ia everything we
conld wish now, we mustn't forget

tﬁt
# You 1n-|ldn‘t go to east

iht at m poor child, would you?"

Ruathven winced. He feit his worts
to have Been very unfair. How couid
## honorably say snch a thing, when
he had wished to marry the girl him-
#ell?

“Well, rl[ﬂu tht aside, Garrett,
the whole business is foolish and Im-

But, left alcne, the man suffered bit-

terly, and none tho less that, by want
of forethought, he had brought it on
himself. The houseleeper was right,
and he was wrong. If he wished to
win Margaret he shou'd have remained
upon the spot, and not let his smoeoth-
tongued, fair-haired, audaclous nephew
walk over the course in so aggravating
a manner, If he gave a decided denlial
to his sult, Margaret wounld learn to
look upon him as her enemy and the
opposer of her happlness; but if he
sanctioned thelr cngagement, and it
ended in marriage, Ruthven was eer-
tain she would be a very miserable
woman. Fo he had cause to distrust
Hamilton 8hore. to consider him weak
of purpose, and he knew he wasa not
the man to make a good, honorable
husband.

How much his own grlevous disap-
pointment had to do with his declsion
it is impossible to say, for the best
of men are frall where their feelings
for a woman are concerned; but he
resolved that, at all events, the en-
gagement should be but nominal antil
both partlea concerned had arrived at
A true estimate of thelr own powers of
fidelity, So that when Hamilton, con-
fident of success, found himself alone
with his uncle that vvening, he was
rather taken aback at belng told that
his marrlage with Margaret O Rellly
was for the present an lmpossibllity,
and that Ruthven would not evea con-
sent to the engagement belng consid-
ered a settled event.

“Yon are far too young to think of
such a thing, even were you the pos-
seasor of a thousand a year; but under
existing circumstances, | can not un-
derstand how any one with a particle
of senwe could wish te draw a young girl
Into an engagement which has no pros-
pect of belng eaded.”

“Ob! come, uncie, | think that s put-
tlng It a little too sirong Why
shouldn't It end as olher engagemenis
de?’

“"How are you to support a wife, and
when ™

“Well, 1 smappose my prcfession will
bring In money some day, and taen |
thought--*

“Wha ™

“That you would help us, uncle”

“Exactly so. That I should supply a
sultable ncome for your housekeeping.
Why don’'t you say so at once? Bat
you may dlamiss Lthat idea (rom your
mind. [ have no Intentions of helping
you In any way.”

“1 thiank It's precious hard,” grum-
bled the young man.

“You can (think what you choose, 1
adopted and reared you for your moth-
er’s sAke, and | mean to put you outl In
the worid, but further than that I do
nol see Lthat | owe you any particular
duty. And [ certainly will not help you
to make a fool of yoursell (and per-
hapa mar all Margaret's chance of hap-
pincas in thia life) one day sooner than
s Decosaary.

“Why should T mar ber happiness ™

“Pecanse you are not steady nor re-
Hable, nor always truth-telling. If
you ouigrow (hese propensities, which
I sincerely hope you will, you may be
ready to take the dutles of marriage
apon yoursell., Put at present M s
uiterly out of the queation.”

“But yomu canneot prevemt our heing
engaged to each other, uncle.™

“Nor do 1 wish to prevent it, so long
as It la distinetly anderstood that it
fettera neither party. If you continue
constant to Margaret anatil you become
of age, 1 will talk te you on the subject
agaln. Buat, meanwhile, 1T shall send
yon ahroad.”

“Oh, 1 say ™ sald young Shore, depre-
eatingly.

“Excuse me, [ say,” retorted Ruthven,
dryly, “you have méver attended as
strietly to your studies in Lomdon as
you shounld have done, Now we will
see what a less exciting place, and the
ambition of working for Margaret, will
do for you. 1 have an English friend
eatablished at Rouwen, who ia as capa-
ble of directing your work as your
present tutor. [ shall send you te him
as soon as the preliminary arrange-
menta are made. Meanwhile, you will
oblige me by spending the entire day
with Mr. Longdale, as we first agreed
mpon, and not ran backward and for-
ward between his house and mine, as
Garrett tells me yon are in the habit of
doing.”

“In fact, nncle, It amonnts to this,
that T am not to marry Margaret at
all.”

“I did not say so. Are yon afraid of
your own streagth of purpose?”

“No, 1 shall be all right, of course;
but Margaret may see somebody she
likes better. Girls are such strange
creatures——you never know when you've
got them—and she’ll be Roing about
with you, 1 suppose, whilst I shall be
eooped ap at Ronen.”

“Oh, It's Margaret's constancy yon
doubt? Well, as I'm older than yon,
my boy, let me give you one place of
advios: Never try to detain a woman
against her will. If she lovea you she'll
stiek to youn. If she doesn’t love you,

best let her go.”
Atill the boy hummed and hawed an

grumbled; but Ruthven was firth, and
he saw that his word had no effest upon
him, and what seemed harder was, that

although Margaret received her gueadi-
an'a deciglon with a burst of tears she

would not admit that it was unfair.
“No, Hamflton; you mustia't say so.
Remember what T was—and from what

‘M, me me. Burely, he

perhaps,” she added tlmidly, “he thinks
I am not a fit wife for you."

“It's no such thinyg, Pearl! It's all
his cross-gralned nature. If ever 1
wanted a thing in this life he opposed
't. And os for your fitness, I belleve
you're as cuch of a lady &3 any girl in
London.”

“0Oh, Hamilton."

“l do. Look at your hands and feet,
and your beautiful face. My bellef in
that you're a duke's daughter In dis-
guige, or that some wicked nurse stole
yo away from your home and substitut-
ed her own brat Instead of you."

The glrl blushed and smiled at her
young lover's far-fetched fancy, but was
very plezsed at it all the same, and min-
gled her lamentations freely with his
over their coming separation, although
he could never induce her to join in

{a abuze of her guardlan.

Ruthven's plans on behalf of hls
nephew throve, however, without an
aobstacle, and, some few weeks after his
return from Paris, he had first the
pleasure of witnessing a tearful and
passionate farewell between Hamilton
and Margaret, and secondly, the satis-
faction of conveying the lad to Dover
and shipping him off to Calals.

As the boat stearied off from the pler,
and Ruthven acknowledged the last
wave of his nephew's hand, he felt a
glow steal over him in the conviction
that it was the finest day's work he
had done for a long time,

And then he returned to the little
house in Kensington and Margaret

O’Reilly.

(TO BE CONTISUED. |

RIVALS IN PALM RAISING.

Misa Gould and Mr. Rockefeller Are Kn-
gaged ia a Friendly Conlesl

Miss Helen M. Gould and Mr. William
Rockefeller. at their residences on the
Hudson, are rivals in ralsing palms,
says the New York Herald. Miss
Gould’'s palm range is probably the
finest in America, and she |s in the lead
in the palm race for hoosors. Miss
Gould’'s palm rockery contalns many
rare specimens from the southern zone,
among which are noted the sago palm,
draceanas, crolons, MArantas, screw
pines, onychivms, pleris, and many
other fronded varleties. In her main
conservalory Kalmia latifolla, the cal-
Ieo bush, the amarylils and harriall Iy
form the raro varletles of fowering
planta. Here also are forced the lady
slipper, crehids, the othaelte oranges,
the arahcarin execisa and the nephra-
lipsils davalleolden (urcans. The othoe-
ite are charming amall erange Lreos,
and nre elther In fower or fruit con-
stantly, The oranges are amall. but
fincly fruited. Caraatlons are Miss
Gowlid’'s faverite lowers. Bhe has large
beda of the Helen Kellar., the finest
fancy varlety of carnations. Hhe also
has the Lizzie McOowan, Ruttercup and
Portia. The American Beauly rose Is
alse highly cultivated lo the (Ooald con-
servatorien. Although Miss Gould may
excel Mr. Rockeleller In the vast vari-
ety of plants nnd ferns, she cannot fur-
nish at a moment's notice freah lettuces,
radiahea, cucumberan, waler-cresses, to-
matoeas and peaches, and, In fact, all
kinds of garden produce. Mr. Rocke-
feller han recently had some fern pans
flled with creeping lycopodium, and in
the center of each pan A small paim
of a rare varlety ls now growing quite
rapidly. When these have reached
ihelr growih there (a proapect that they
will outclans the magnificont palms of
Miss Gonlid.

i ——————— e —

Indian Privileg= Ia Malna

There ia troable among the Penob-
scotl Indians at [ndian lsland. Oldtown,
twelve miles from Bangor, the home of

the largest and most important Indlan
tribe In Maine, over an order of the
Maine Central railroad, just lasned, that
they must pay full fare when traveling
on that road.

For sixty yeara the Indians have been
allowed to pay the same fare as chil-
dren, the custom having Its origin here,
When the Bangor & Vesle, the firaf rall-
road in Maine, was bullt, the road car-
ried many Indians up river and Gen.
damuel Vesie of this city, thea the
wealthieat man in Maine, who was
president of the road. allowed the In-
dians to ride at ehlldren’'s rates and
for the sixty years since the custom has
continned.

The Indians declare that If the Ban-
gor & Aroostook rallroad followa the
example of the Maine Central they will
bring suits for heavy damages against
the company. They clalm that the
road, formerly the Bangor & Plscata-
quis, was allowed to cross Ceson and
Rlack Islanda withont paying damages,
provided Indlans were allowed to ride
for half tare forever.—Boston Herald.

————

Matehing Fges on a Firs Engine

A good story ia told comcerning the
members of a fire brigade in a certain
town mnot far from Hastings, On one
occaston it appears a fire broke out In
the town and a rush was natarally
made for the fire engine, which was al-
waye kept on the premises of one of the
inhabitants. When the meén attempt-
ed to take the engine out, however,
they were met with the exclamation
from the custodian:

“Hi' ye ean’t take that out, ['ve got
a hen sitting there and you'll break
her eggs.”

Tradition avers that the men, seeing
the force of thia argument, instantly
withdrew and the fire was put out by
means of palla of water drawn from a
neighboring well.—Pearson’s Weekly,

Her Cranmb af Comflart.

“What are yon writing, Jamesa?" she
asked, as she critieally examined her

bleyele tire.

“A novel of home life, dear,” replled
her hasband.

“Never mind,” she sald, soothingly,

“1 know [t's novel to vom nnw, but al
that will wear gff in time.”—Atlanta

Constitntion.

DOWNERS GROVE’' REPORTER.

'MURDER FOR MONEY.

FIENDISH WORK OF MRS. DYER | too numerous even now, In the midst of

THE BABY STRANCGLER.

Juline Ralph at the Sceae of Har
Menifeld Crimes—FPeolive Contlnue to
Unearth Ghastly Evidonce Agailnst Her
—& FPertrait

(London Letter.)
#1 N one of the very

the Thames—a
place much sought
by Americans on
Jaccount of its
beauty—the police
- are dragging the
water for the bod-
les of the rest of
the baby victims of
the woman-flend
Dyer, the murderous baby-farmer of
Reading.

I sent a reporter down there yester-
day, and he has returned with a bud-

get of news, easily obtained, and yet not I
published in the London or the local

newspapers. The police, to be 3sure,
display the utmost reticencs upon the
subject of their knowledge regarding
the murders, whose rumored number
has startled England. The unl:r state-
ment they made that seems to mé worth
reporting for America Is that the case
will prove to be the most serlous of its
kind of the century. ‘They hinted
vaguely at the near approach of sensa-
tional disclosures, and one of them sald
that he had not the least doubt that the
murderers had been at thelr work for
at least ten years, and in that perlod
have made way with at least three hun-
dred Infants!

The reporter, while at Reading,
gleaned from various sources the fol-
lowing facts concerning the nurse Dyer
and her history:

Bhe ls a stout, well-bullt woman, &
feet 8 inches In belight, about 50 years of
age, and of very good address. Bhe

prettiest reaches of |

| among the meighbors elicited the fact

a customer unless and until tﬁu cash
was pald dewn. Her advertisements
were all of the conventional type, all

this excitement, In the lower ¢lass Lon-
don dailles and weeklles. Her mode
of advertising was as follows:

“ADOPTION—Lady having no child
wishes to adopt infaznt; premium £10;
loving home."

But she was not of that band of baby
destroyers who go to the pains to pre-

Livieg.
i Live with all your might, with all
your mind and heart and soul. Live to
the utmost of your power ap to the ut-
'most verge of life. Make your life rich,
strong, wise, happy; take into it all that

| nature or books or friendships or tender

memories of great hopes can glve you;
and then let it pour out us freely as it
pours in, Live as if life were exhaust~
leas, and you shall know its exhautless-
ness. Live for others.—Rev. T. H.

tend that they uneed a child in order to | Benton. -

secure an estate, and who say: “Baby
wanted: must be from birth; would
wait.”

The house in Reading at which Mrs.
Dyer was arrested Is shown in an ae-
companyipg photograph, especially
taken by a photographer whose sug-
gestive addreas is “Body Road, Read-
ing.”” 'The house consists of six rooms |,
~—three bedrooms, a parlor, & kitchen
and a seullery. It forms one of a long
row of similar dwellings, and is neatly
and comfertably furnished. Inquiries

that Mrs. Dyer appeared to them Lo be
a quizt and respectable woman.

The story of the manner in which the
present case was developed agalnst her
has been but gcantily dealt with in the
cabled reports.

On Monday, March 30, a parcel was |,

found in the river, and when it was
opened it was seen to contain the body
of a female child. An address on the
parcel led to the arrest of Mrs. Dyer,
and the police are able to prove tLhat
she borrowed some string and took out
with her a paper parcel onthatday;also
that the string around the parcel was
ldentical with the string she borrowed.

On Wednesday, April 8, a man who
was dragging the river brought up a
parcel of linen rags. When the parcel
reached the surface of the water a
brick dropped out, and also the head of
a child, which floated upon the surface
of the river. On examination of the
parcel it was found that some tape had
been tied tightly round the neck of Lhe
deceased child.

On Friday, the 10th, a third body was

— -y

of a nurse,
Bhe was eomvicted several years ago

of neglecting bables nnder her care, and
when living at Bristol, twe or three
years ago, inquiries were made by the
police respecting a child that had been
in her care and that eould not b2 jo-
ecated. Mra. Dyer then threw herself
into a canal in that city, but was rescued
from salcide and confined aa insane in
the Gloncester aaylum. She was after-
wards handed aver ta the workhonse an-
thorities at Barton Regis, where, at the
Workhouse, she met with Mra. Smith
(the “Grannie” of this date), whom she
persnaded (o come and live with her.
The old lady consented, and they took
rooms in Bristol, Iater on moving to
Cardiff, where they were joined by Mrs.
Dyer's daughter and som-in-law, Mr.
and Mra. Palmer,

They then rented a large house and
farniahed it on the [natallment aystem.
Mra. Dyer obtalned several children,
and when the rent became due they left
and came to live at Elm Villaa, Caver.
aham, a suburb of Reading. The
Palmers left—presently separated from
the Dyer woman and went to London,
and juat before last Christmas the wom-
an and “Grannie” took the house in
Kensington Road.

Palmer I8 Mra. Dyer's son-in-law, and
it Is helleved that it will be made to ap-
pear that he assisted her in her nefar-
jons work and received the preminms
paid for the care of the children, in sov-
eral Instances. He ls under the middle
age, 5 feet 10 inches Iin height, of slen-
der build, and when arrested was styl-
ishly dressed In A frock coat and fanlit-
lessly fashioned trousers, as well asa a
gilk hat and a shepherd's plaid neck-
tl. He has anburn hair and a light
mounstache, He Is feeling hia position
very acutely, and has grown very hag-
gard.

If It be proven that the “eommission
bosiness™ in which he has been engaged
was the receiving of the moneys pnid
by mothers who, for varfoua reasons
desired to part with their little onen, it
will be found that he never took lesa
than $560 at a time—or {10 English

the figure at which Mra. Dyer rated her
pervices. For many years she has
been adrvertising ifn the London and
provineial papers as willing to adopt
infants on those termr. She never

| took A child or evinced anf interest in

MAS DYER,
(From Police Pleture)

wan dressed when arresied in the garb | recovered, near the footbridge al ths

| important to say that apparently all

money—7for in all her career that was |

(Mappera. It proved to be that of a
child., and was wrapped up In a cinth
and tled rovnd with a siring. There
was a large brick inthe parcel. The body
was that of a ehild of aboat ® months
of age. It was supposed that the little
bahy was suffocated hy having some-
thing placed In ita month. It is impos-
sihle to say how long the body had Lwen
in the water.

On the same aftermoon another par-
cel was brought up from the center of
the footbridge. In this were founnd
the bodies of two infanta, accompanied
by such other paraphermalia as war-
ranted a strong snapicion that the mur-
derer of the children previously found
was also the destroyer of the lives of
these.

With regard to these acressories, the
tape weed to strangle the bables, lhe
brick invariably found In each parcel
and these other Implementa which
serve the police as bases for the case
they will bring against Mra, Dyer, it I3

.. —
MRS. DYER'S HOUSE.
(Where the Bablea Were Killed.)

her victims were treated in the same
way. I am assured that the rumors
that several bodiea of bables found
drowned in the Thamea in or around
London will be traced to Mra. Dyer are
incorrect. In every case she appears
to have weighted the parcela with
bricka, so that they sank Immediately,
and the bodiea found near London are
not known to have been treated in thia
way in any single Instance.

' The new Russian consumption cure is
by the inhalation of aniline vapors.

X-Rays

'mmmmm Hood's Sarsaparilla to be
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Hood's

Sarsaparilla

nmmmmw All druggists. $1.
Hood’'s Muﬂnltum 1ls. 25 cents
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'“s The best, of course,” you Py
tell your dressmaker, .
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Kitmeor & Co., Binghamton, H. ‘l’.

Are You

Going to

CrippleCreek
?

The Santa Fe Houte ls the most db
rect only through broad gange
line from Chicago and Kassas City
to the ecelebrated Cripple Creek
gold mining distriet. Luzuriveas
Pullmans, free chair 3  fastesd
time, and low ratea

A profusely lllestrated bool,
deseriptive of Cripple Creek, will be
malled free of eharge on applioation

o to 0. T. Nicholson, G. P. A,

A, T & A F Ry, Monadaoeh

Before deciding

on your Summer -
Outing, consult the
“Four-Track Series,”
the New York Central’s
beautiful

book of travel.
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