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1 o Leve the Leoed Nine Cast Upom We
. That We May He Celied Sous. '

y WILL not _
‘“the familiar story
- of the fast young
. A of the pgrable.
~You know what a
i =plendid home he
left, You know
what a hard time

he had. And you |

remember how al-
ter that season of
vagabondage aond
resolved to go
and weep out his sorrows on
the bosom of parental forgiveness,
Well, there 1a great execitement one day
In front of the door of the old farm-
house. The servanis come rushing up
and say: “What's the matter? What
is the matter?™ But before they quite
arrive, the old man cries out: “Put a
ring on his hand.” What a seeming ab-
surdity! What can such a wretched
mendicant as this fellow that Is tramp-
ing on toward the house want with a
ring? Oh, he is the prodigal son. No
more tending of the swine-trough. Neo
more longing for the pods of the carob-
tree. No more blistered feet. O with
the rags! On with the robe! Out with
the ring! Even so does God recelve
every one of us when we come back.
There are gold rings, and pearl rings,
and emerald rings, and dlamond rings;
but the richest ring that ever flashed
on the vialon is that which our Father
puts upon a forgiven soul,

I know that the impression is abroad
among some people that religion be-
means and belittles a man; that it takes
all the sparkle out of his soul; that he
has to exchange a rolstering Independ-
ence for an ecclesiastical wstraight-
Jacket. Not so. When a man becomes
a Christlan, he does not go down, he
starts wpward. Heligion multiplies
one by ten thousand. Nay, the multl-
plier ls in lanfinity. It is not a blotting
out—it s a polishing, N ia
an arborescence, It ls eMores-
cence, It la an irradiation. When a
man comes into the kingdom of God he
is not sent into a menlal service, but the
Lord God Almighty from the palaces of
heaven calls upon the mrssenger angels
that walt uwpon (he throme o fy and
“put & ring on hia bhand.” In Chrim
are Lhe largest liberty, and brightest
joy. and highest honmor, and richest
adorameal. “Pul a ring on his hand.”

| remark, in the fArel place, thal when
Christ receivea a soul Into his leve, he
puts upon him the ring of sdoption
While in my charch In Phlladelphia,
there came the representative of the
Howard Misslon of New York. He
brought with him elght or ten children
of Lthe sireet that he bhad plcked up. and
heé was trying to And for tham Christian
homes; and ag the little anes stood on
the pulpit and sang. our hearts melted
within ue., AL the close of the service a
great-hearied wealthy man came up
angkrwid, "I take this litjle bright-
eyRd mirl, and 1I'll adopt her as one of
my osn children.” and he took her by
the hand. Nfted her inte his carriage,
and wont away.

The next day, while we weore Iln the
church gathering wp garmentas for the
poer of New York, thig little child came
back with a bundle ander her arm,. and
she sald: “There's my old dress: per.
hapa some of the poor children wouid
like to have IL" while she herself was
In bright and beantiful array, and those
who more Immediately examined her
sald ahe had a ring on her hand. [t was
A ring of adoption.

There are a greal many persons who
pride themselves on their ancestry, and
they glory aover the royal blood that
pours through their arteriea. In their
lime was a lord, or a duke, or a prime
minister, or a king. But when the
Lord, onr Father, puta npon na the ring
of his adoption, we become the children
of the Ruler of all nationa. “Behold
what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God.” [t matters not
how poor eour garments may be in this
world., or how scant our bread or how
mean the hut we live in, If we have the
ring of Christ’s adoption upon onr hand
we are assured of eternal defenses

Adopted! Why, then, we are broth-
era and siaters to all the good of earth
and heaven. We have the family
name, the family dresa, the family keys,
the family wardrobe, The Father looks
after ua, robes na, defends ua, blesses
us. We have royal blood in our veins,
and there are crowns (n our line. I we
are his children, then princes and prin-
compes., It Is only a question of time
when we get our coromet. Adopted!
Then we have the family secrets. “The
secret of the Lord la with them that
fear Him.” Adopted! Then we have
the family Inheritance, and in the day
when our Father shall divide the riches
of heaven we shall take our share of the
mansions and palaces and temples
Henceforth let nx boast no more of an
earthlyr ancestry. The Insignia of eter-
sal glofy is our comt-of-arms. This
_ riag of adoption puts upon us all honer

and all privilege. Now we can take the
words of Charles Wealey, the prinee of
hymn-makers, and sing:

%&ﬂ‘# our friends above,

prodigality he

ined the prize

trikk, i persacition, in’temptation, be
bas ounly to show his ring eof Christ’s
adoption, and all the armed coborts of
heaven will come to his rescue.

Still further, when Christ takes a soul
into his love he puts upon it & mar-
riage ring. Now, that Is not a whim of
mine: (Hosea 1i: 19) “I will betroth
thee unto me forever; yea, I will betroth
thee unto me In righteousness,
judgment, and in loving-kinduness, and
in mercles.”” At the wedding-altar
the bridegreom puts a ring upon the
hand of the bride, sigoilying love and
faithfulness. Trouble may come upon
the household, and the carpets may go,
the pictures may go, the plano may go—
the last thing that goes I8 that marriage
ring, for it is considered sacred. Im
the burial hour it is withdrawn from
the hand and kept in & casket, and
| sometimes the box fe opened on an an-
nivergary day, and as you look at that
ring you see under Its arch a long pro-
| cesslon of precious memories. Within
the golden circle of that ring theére is
room for a thousand sweet recollections
to revolve, and you think of the great
contrast between the hour when, at
the close of the “Wedding March,” un-
der the flashing lights and amid the
aroma of orange blossoms, you set that
ring on the round finger of the plump
hand, and that hour when, at the close
of the exhaustive watching, when you
knew that the soul had Sed, you took
from the hand, which gave back no re-
sponsive clasp, from that emaciated fin-
ger, the ring that she had worn s0 long
and worn so well.

On some anniversary day you take
up that ring, and you repolish It until
all the old lustre comes back, and you
can see In it the fash of eyea that long
ago ceased Lo weep. Oh, It s not an un-
meaning thing when [ tell you that when
Christ recelves a soul inte his keeping
he puls on It a marriage ring. He en-
| dows vou from that moment with all his

wealth. You are one-—Christ and the
soul-—one ln sympathy, one in affection,
one In hope.

There ia no power on earth or hell to
effect a divorcement after Christ and
the soul are united. Other kings have
turned out thelr companions when they
got weary of them, and sent them adrift
irom the palace gate. Abasuerus ban-
ished Vaahtl: Napoeleoa forsook Jose-
phine; but Christ ia the huaband that
is true forever. Harving loved you eace,
he loves you Lo the end. IDid they not
iry to divorce Margaret, the Beoteh girl,
from Jesus? They sald: "You must
give up your religion.” She sald: “I
can't give up my religlon.” And so
they took her down (o the baach of the
sea, and they drove n & stake at low
wialer nmrk, and they fastened her to It
expecting that as the tide came up her
faith would fail. The tide began o
rise, and came up higher and higher
and (0 the girdle, and to the MHp, and Iin
the last momeni, just as the wave was
washing her soul Into glory, ahe ahouted
the pralses of Jesus,

Oh, no, you cannot ssparate a son
from Christ! It s An everiasting mar-
rfage. DBattle and starm and darkoess
cannot de IL.  1s It too mnoch sxultatlon
for a man, who = but dunt and ashes
like myssll, to cry out this moment: “|
am persuaded that nelther height, nor
depth, ner priacipalities, nor powers
nor things present, not (hinge (o come,
nor any other crealnre shall separate
me from the love of God which |a In
Jeauws Christ my lord?™ Glory be te
Dod that when Christ and Lthe soul are
married they are bound by a chain -a
golden chalo-—Iif T might say eo-—a
chaln with one link, and that ane link
the goldem ring of God's everlasting
lave.

1 g0 & stéep Tarther, and tell you that
when Christ receives a poul Into his Jove
he puta on him the ring of festivity.
You know that it has been the custom
in all ages to bestow rings on every
happy oceasions. There s nothing
more apprepriate for a birthday gift
than a ring. You delight ta bestow
r'“"'—'. A gift apon your childrea at such a
time. It means Joy, hilarity, festivity
Well, when this old man of the text
wanted to tell how glad he was that his
boy had got back, he expreased it in thie
way. Actnally, before he ordered san-
dals to be put on his bare feet: before
he ordered the fatted calfl to be killed
o appease the boy's huager, he com-
manded: “Put a ring on his band.”

Oh, It ia a merry time when Christ
and the soul are united. Jay of for-
giveneas! What a splendid thing it is
to feel that all Is right between my God
and mya=if. What a gloriouna thing it
ia to have God just take np all the ains
of my lHfe and put them in one bundle,
and then fling them into the depths of
the sea, never to riss again, never to
be talked of again. Pollution all gone.
Darkness all illamined. God recomn-
clled. The prodigal home. “Put a
ring on his hand.”

Every day I find happy Christian peo-
| ple. 1 find some of them with no sec-
ond coat, some of them In huts and ten-
| ement houses, not one earthly comfort

afforded them; and yet they are as hap-
py as happy cam ba. They sing “Rock
of Agea™ s no other paople in the world
ging it. They pever wore any jewelry
in their life but one gold ring, and that
was the ring of God's undying affection.
Oh, how happy religion makes ma! Did
it make you gloomy and sad? Did& yon
go with your head east down? 1 do
not think you got religion, my brother.
This is not the effect of religion. Trae
'Tﬂi!iﬂl is & joy. "“Her ways are Ways
of pleasantness, and her paths are

peace.
Why, religion lightens all otir bur-
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3 peace, and sometimes you laugh
when you feel a great deal more like

weare you down with {ts follies, then it
kicks you out into darkness. It comes
back from the massacre of a milllon
souls to attempt the destruction of your
::ul t':-du No peace out of God, but

ere |p the foun /o8y, plake the
thirst, Here umm you
can drop safe mhoﬁn. '

Would you mot like, I ask you-—not
per ly, but se.ame brother might
talk to another—would you not like to
have a plllow of rest to put your head
on? And would you not like when yon
rétire at night to feel that all is well,
whether you wake up to-morrow morn-
Ing at 6 o'clock, or gleep the sleep that
knows no waking? Would you not like
to exchange this awful uncertainty
about the future for a glorious assur-
ance of heaven? Accept of the Lord
Jesus to-day, and all is well. If on your
way home some peril should eross:the
street and dash your life out, it would
not hurt you. You would rise up im-
mediately. You would stand in the ce-
leatial streets. You would be among
the great throng that forever worship
and are forever happy. If this night
some sudden disease should come upon
you, it would not frighten you. If you
knew you were going you could give a
calm farewell to your beautiful home
on earth, and know that you are going
right into the companionship of those
who have already got beyond the toll-
ing and the weeping.

You feel on Saturday might diferent
from the way you feel any other night
of the week. You come home from the
bank, or the store, or the office, and you
say: “Well, now my week's work Is
done, and to-morrow |8 Sunday.” It
is a pleasant thought, There Is re-
freshment and reconstruction I the
very ldea. Oh, how pleasant It will be,
If, whea we get through the day of our
lite, and go and lle down in our bed
of dust, we can realispe: “Well, now the
work is all done, and to-morrow las Bun~
day—an everlasting Sunday.”
when, lh;:::: of my P'l“

Where tlons ne'er break wp,
And ha have no ond.

There are people In this house to-
day who are very near the eoternal
world. If yon are Christians, | bid you
be of good cheer. Bear with you our con-
gratulations te the bright city. Aged
men, who will soon be gone, take with
you our love for our kindred in the bet-
ter land, and when you see them, tell
them that we are soon coming Omly a
few more sermons le preach and hear,
Ounly a few more beariachea. Only a
few more lolla. Ounly a few mors lears.
And thea-—-what an eatrancing specia-
cle will apen belfore ua!

Oh,
Aha

Neantifu] eaven, where all la Mght,
Heantiful angeis. clethed 1n white,
Peawiiful stradns (1hat pever {(ire
Deantiful harpa through all the -L-lr;
There shall | Join (he sharus awesl,
Worshiping ol (ha Baviers fesL

And so | approach you mow wilh a

general invitation, not picking out he 1
and there & man, or here and thers a
woman, or here and there a child; but
giving you an unlimited invitation,
saying: “Come, for all things are now
ready.” Wa Invite yom (o (he warm
heart of Christ, and the Inclosure of the
Christian church., | know that a great
many think that the chureh does sot
amount to much-—that It Ia otmolete:
that it 414 s work and la goue now, =0
far aa all neefulnese 12 coBcerned. It
is the happlest place | have ever boen In
exrept my own home, '

I knaw there are some prople whe
sAy they are Christlans who seem (o get
along without any help from others,
and who enlture solitary plety. They
do not want any ordinances. [ do not
belomg to that clasa I canmnot get
along without them. There are =0
many thinga In this world that take my
attention from God, and Christ, and
heaven, that | want all the helps of all
the aymbols and of all the Christian as-
socjations; and | want around about me
a solld phalanx of men who love God
and keep hia commandments. Are
there any here wha wounld Iike to enter
into that association? Then, by a sim-
ple, ehild-like faith, apply for admis-
sion inte the visible church, and yom
will be received. No questions asked
about your past history or present anr-
roundings. Omnly one test-—do yon love
Jeaun?

Paptism does not amount to any-
thing, say a great many people, but the
Lord Jesus declared, “He that believeth
and la baptized shall be saved,” putting
baptiam and faith side by side. And
an apostle declares, “"Repent and be
baptized, every one of you.”" [ do mot
stickle for any partienlar mode of bap-
tiem, but I put great emphasia on the
tact that you ought to be baptizsed. Yet
no more emphasia than the Lord Jesus
Chriat, the Great Head of the Church,
putk upeon It. .

Some of you have been thinking on
this subject year aftar year. Yom have
found ont that this world is a poor por-
tion. You want to be Christians. Yon
have com& almost into the kingdom of
God ; but there you stop, forgetful of the
fact that to be almost saved is not to
ba saved at all. Oh, my brother, after
having comé so near to the deer of
merey, {f you tarn back, you will never

come at all

and dle, it will not be because you did
not have a good offer.

ﬂ#‘l:l “Il‘m

Ya whe pervist Jave trv grieve

May neaver hear hia wolce again.
May God Almighty this hour move
apon your soul and bring youn back from
the husks of the wilderness to fthe

Father’s house, and sét you at the ban-
quet, and “put a ring ul'__r-r hand.”
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crying. The world is & cheat. It first

After all you have heard
of the goodness of God, If you-tara away .

Rev. Bdward A. Davidson, the well-

known evangelist, has condueting
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Wissing &« Mau's AWectian—A Tulle

. " :'

OW that afternoon
tea is one of the
functions of soclal
life, every woman
is trying to outde
every other woman
in the way she ar-
ranges her tea table,
The china and sll-
ver are, of course,
more or less alike,
but there can be
many an individual and distinctive

t on-the tray, and, above all, by the light-
ing of the table. Electricity and gas
are not to be thought of, but there is
infinite variety of the daintiest lit-
lamps and shades to choose from.
ina, giass and sllver lamps are all
ble, and - the little Empire
are gingularty pretty. They are
all of the one shape, of course, but are
of diferent materials, the parchment
-painted belng the smartest. Bome
embroidered with opalescent
spangles on silk, and these are very
showy. Pink is the faverite color, for
it easts the most becoming light.

A Tulle Gewn.
Now that the festive wseason of
balls and parites s well wunder
way, eveming gowns principally are

engaging the attention of the drees- |

makers and leading the tople of
dress. OCGowns which were worn
last year and have guiie lost their
charm of freshness are brought out for
renovation to eke out the variety re-
guired, and those who cannot go Lo the
high-priced modistes for thelr dresses
may glean a few ldeas from some ple-
turesgue modela. It is wise to mako
the most of the money expended on
evening gowns, for thelr usefulneas |s
fleeting, and effect of color and style
aAre more to be deslred than expensive
materials. Tulle gowns are very
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:l_'l_llhlllh this weanon, u_.l it is a use-

Gewn—Henvy Crinkled Crepoan—Notes slus do, e ." :

has a flaring ripple back and

touch given by the placing of the cups wide, melon-shaped sloeves, finished at

the wrist by a wide, deep cuff of smooth

A jaunty ifttle flot-shaped

green feit is made smart by the spiky
black wings set upright directly

RECEPTION GOWN OF CLOTH AND VELVET.
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ful style, since the old silk gown can be
mads to appear new by an overdress
of tulle, which entirely covers the skirt
and walst and formsa the gleeves When
the tuile ia not needed In the skirt it
may be draped on the bodice and made
into pretty sleeves of wide tucks, form-
ing frills overlapping each other. Arti-
ficial flowers, satin ribbon and silver-
spangled trimmings are very effective
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Silver chains ars worn in place of
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