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Since the massacres in China the

? "' . lives of vegetarians are not so long as

hose of meat eaters.

It is reported that the Comte de Cas-
tellane is losing his milllons on the
- bourse. Who sald poetic justice was a

myth?

The blending of Blenhelm with the
house that Vanderbilt makes a bit of
architecture of which no American is

proud.

Russia is evidently bent upon strik-
Ing out at England, even though Jt has
to be done over the shoulder of Japan

or Venezuela,

“Holmes can only be hanged once,"”
says Chicago Tribune. But is there not
someé punishment for thus murdering

the language?

Adrian Conslantine Anson, the hero
of many a home run, is now appearing
in a drama especially built for himself.
Clear the way for Capt. Anse,

Corbett anpounces with a fourlsh
that he has fought his last fight. He
will now go right on delivering upper-
cuts and ecross-counters to the Ameri-

can drama,

A struggle between Russia and Eng- |

ladd for supremacy in China would
mean & blg boom to the publishers,
Buch a war would be bound to make
many changes in the map world,

When a Pennsylvania married man
and a Pennsylvania married woman,
each nearly three-score and with large
families of children, elope, let us hear
no more of Lhe follles of lovers young.
Undoubtedly American children will
have Lo look more after their parentas.
The Indiscretions of age are becoming
painfully numerous in all parts of the

country,

No one could have more clearly or
specifically ahown the deplorable condl-
tion of affalrs In Cuba than did Capt.
2 B Graham In the nddress which he
read before Lthe Loyal Leglon. It would

who d4id not rebel agalnat such grind-

lng tyranmy, and the spirit of true |

Americanlam would be dead did It not
aympathise with those struggling to
throw off the Hpn.nlnh ;nh-

Mins Alllll Hnlmnn rlalnu that John
Behug, of Berpe, 111, courted her for
two and a hall years, made her many
presenis of value, and wrole pumerons
Jettars In which he promised to make
her his wife, but In Jniy his ardor
conled and in September he wrote ber
that their relations were at an end. Bhe

remoustraled, but (o ne purpose, and

pow ahe has sued him for §5,000. Queer,
lan‘t It, how some love affairs turn oul T
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In New "rmrh lhnrf are cooking |

schools for men and In several plrl.n,

of Pennayivania the former heada of

- line water.

be a weak and degenerato people Indeed | Monds
| hoada. They are arranged In groups of

| cenils a square foot.

BAIRD'S TAPIR,

A Common Encugh Animal That Can
Not Be Hocn In Any Collection

Btill less known in this country, and
never seen, either in menageries or mu-
seums, are the two species of Tapir
found in Central America. The sleck,
plump-bodied, chocolate-brown Tapir
of South America we do see occasion-
ally, beth alive and dead, but of Baird’s
Tapir there is not even one adult
stuffed specimen In existence, eithor in
this country or In Europe. A few
Bkulls and skeletons, and two or three
mutilated and wunmounted skins, are
positively all the world possesses in
representation of this species, and,
what is still worse, no naturalist has
yet had an opportunity to even write
a description of the full-grown animal!
The young animal is known to be of a
reddish-brown color, marked with fir-
regular white spots and stripes,

Our universal poverty in specimens
of the Tapir named in honor of Prof.
Haird is not due to the extreme rarity
of the animal, but rather to a lack of
enterprise on the part of the Intelli-
gent white men who from time to time
have had it In their power to procure
and to preserve specimens. The ani-
mal is well known in Panama, Cosla
Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, and south-
ern Mexico,

Although Tapirs are usually found
along small and well-shaded rivers in
the hot lnwlandn_ of the tropics, they
are frequently found on forest-coyvered
mountaine as well, Dr. Frantzius in-
forms us that In Costa Rica Baird's

Tapir is found both in the lowlands and
on the highest mountaln ranges. He
gays also that “it I8 much hunted, for
its flesh s very delicate: the back-
woodsmen ealt It, or dry It in the air,
and thus provide themselves with large
Storea.  Jts thick hide is very uselul
Tapirs are very fond of (he
Balt-licks which are formed In the
nelghborhood of the numerous mineral
springs by the evaporation of the sa-
Here they are elther shot
with bullets on moonlight nights, or
are hunted down with doge, and killed
with spears.”—(W. T. Hornaday, in St
Nicholas,
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The Usefulness af [Niamenda.
Diamond powder and chips, and even
the ipest dust, are of great value In thoe
mechanical arts. BPrazilian diamonds
are pow put to a novel and Intoresting

[ use, A thin disk of stee)l, seven feet In

has spaces at Intervala of
inchea
in with

dinmater,
aboul
Thens

pigres
and

ope-half
nlled

one and
Epacea are
of wteel that exactly 68t
into these are sot the dia-
Axed In countlersunk #screw-

elght, and are so placed that they do
not follow one exactly after the other
In the cut, but each line takes its own
course, This clireular saw In used for

| culling up blocks of stone, and so effi-

clent in It that in less Lhan two and one-

| ball yearn It has ent out four hundred

and twenly thousand square feet of
ftone, at a cost of A Lrifle less than two
In thia time it has
| been mecessary (o renew twenty of Lhe
teeth, the average cost of which has

| been about two dollars per tooth.

fien. Nochners Home,

The [avorite home of Gen. Bimon
Bollvar Buckner is the little log house
in the Kentucky hilla in which he was
born, From the day that he left the
army of the Confederacy he has spent

the familles are compelled to remaln at | all his available time there. The cabin

bhome and keep the children in line
while the mothers attend church. 1f

whine their discontent she will soon be
looking after everything except

drudgery.

A man In ﬂhh who had a grudge
against the postmaster in hia town,
drank whisky and ate enlons and thnn
asked for hia mail
refnsad to walt on the breathing cen-
ser and the man complained to the
powefs tha’ be. After a careful inves-

I e e

tigation the Inspector decided that the |

poaimaster was justified in his stand.
Mach Interest fs now felt as to what
action the postal authorities wounld ad-
viss regarding a customer who takea
hia onlons straight.

From Leeds, England, come samples
of & specien of cloth, and also a sort of
made wholly out of wood fibre,

eotten,
two woven plecea having all the
: of attractive articlea of
own kind, aays an exchange. Both

movel textile fabries are the re-
sult of prolonging experiments with
~ pine wood and spruce, which have bean
Ingeniously torn to pleces in the first

Instance and bleached by an elaborate

thamical process. After chemiecal
frestmant In many ways the wood be-
copts A soft white pulp, which Is run |
thrtnigh pérforated piatea, the result-

“m being dried by a steaming

"+ Process. These threads can be woven,
o material is susceptible of tak-
A t-ﬁuurnrtnfdn The fab-
made at an astonishingly
i 1t Tooks well, and has a cer-
;urrm HM{mlmu in
: ‘are fiow beéing carried
#m on the market,

the |

bablea and the rest of the household | antlque way,
‘ to hide the logs. Peraaps the most In-

The postmaster l

.t'H'

la perhaps a hundred yeara old, and it
ia seventy-three yeara slnece Gen. PBuck-

the new woman keeps right stralght on ; ner first paw the light of day there. The

and the lords of ereation do nothing but [
' vilie, and no other honae s

town to which It ja nearest s Manfords-
in sight.

Though handsomely furnished In an
there are no hangings

tereating art!c'e in the house is the ples-
tol with waleh Durr kitled Hamilton.

A Repntliran Campalgner.
It is generally taken for granted that
women do not know anything about

HI@ HELEN BOSWELL.
practical politics. One woman has dem-

| onstrated, however, that she has a very

clear concaption of what polities means.
Bhe ix a Misse Helen Varick Boswell,

4vrhu made before the Republican

Leagne convention at Binghamton the
first speech on practical polities ever
made before a New York State political
tonvention by a woman. The speech
was a good ome, tod, and showed that
Mizs Boswell had made a e¢lose study
of the mbject and had formed her own
opinions of certain phases of the politi-

cal situation.

Retamhbles a Coawhay.

Charles F. Lummis, who writez so an-
tertainingly of life in the far SBonthwest

1 <{ife tincturéd with Bpanish, Aztec and
five,

golor—is » young man of thirty-
mthnmm
h:ﬁu m WAS ih Iui a

» him
:ﬁn

KING UF ASHA NTEE.

THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY
MONARCH ON EARTH.

Sreat Writa/lm Has Just Declered War
on Him “For Muking Huoman Sacrl-
fices”—J. Bull Will Got the Country

and Its Great Wealth.

p==g==s HE KING OF ASH-

antee, the most
extraordinary rul-
Ing potentate of the
world, stands sud-
denly revealed. Of
all the astonishing
kings of Africa or
South Sea Island
cannibal c¢hiefs he
is the most remark-
able. -

King Prempeh, King of Ashantee, has
defied the English government. He hata
announced his readiness for war, and
Is now awalting the arrival of the Brit-
ish troops,

The King of Ashantee Is the absoliite
monarch of about three mlillion sub-
Jects. They live in the heart of the
African forest, a few hundred miles
back from the “Gold Coast.” The King
wears a girdle of dried grass around his
bips and a *plug” hat. He owns no
crown, but in some way has become
possessed of a silk hat, which now does
duty as an emblem of soverelgnty,

Another remarkable fact about this
barbarous king is that he has no
throne. He has, however, a solid gold
stool, whiech docs eservice as a throne.
It takes four able-bodied slaves to tug
this heavy stool around,

But the great official emblem of royal

authority ls an nvmbrella. This curioai-
ty has a big bamboo handle, and spokes
of embossed gold. On the end of each
spoke la a human skull. Nobody. not
even the King himself, knows the gig-

' miflcance of this strange seeptre of ma-

jesty, but it has descended (o him from
a long line of anceatry.

King Prempeh, among other things,
has exactly 2,332 wives allowed him by
law. Why thia liberal figure was de-
cided npon His Majesty does not know.
Like the nmbrella, they came to him
by Inheritance.

The King wears earrirgs. They are
of solid gold. He also has other person-
al adornmenta of solid gokl. Hie roval
ancestora all were gold earrings, too,

His majesty livea in a big stone and
native brick palace—the only stracture
of the kind in the kingdom. His Royal
Highness sleeps on the floor.

The King is several times a milllon-
alre, and It is belleved that he has sev-
eral barrels of gold duat and nuggets.

Ashantee is rich in gold.
King Prempeh is a bioodthirsty mon-

arch and he iz In the hahit of making

human sacrifices on a wholesale scale,
Whenever it pleases him to do so he
orders a few handred subhjects to be he-
headed. Besides this, daring eertain
religious ceremonies, [t ja customary to
kill subjects. It is thia practice which
England wanta the King to stop. And
it ia to pnt an end to these human sac-
rifices that the British troops will wade
into the forest and make war on thc
King.

It fa jnst twanty-one yeara since the
British government appropriated $4.-
c00,000 to semd aut an expedition to
bring the King of Ashartee to terms,
and before the axpedition got back, af-
ter burning Coomassie, his capital, It
had cost am much more,

The English troops under Sir Garnet
Wolseley remained only two days in the
capital of Ashantee. Before they left
the savage potentate ngreed to do cer-
tain things. That was King Koffee,

Hia stiecessar, the present King of
Ashantee, King Prempeh, has not ful-
filled thése conditions,

Turning aside from the complications

abont
: __th Bastern question, fhe dlspute

?ﬂﬂ“ﬂltﬁﬂiﬂﬂ“

But this savage monarch was not
frightened by the untimatum of Britain,
He did not even walt until the ulti-
matum expired.

A dispatch from Accra, on the Gold
Coast, dated on the last day of Oc¢-
tober, said that Capt. Donald Stewart,
the special Dritish Commissioner, who
had gone to Coomassle, escorted by 100
Housgsas, had returned to the coast. He
sald that the King had rejected the
ultimatum and defied Great Britain,

The King of Ashantee sald in effect
that he did not care a sn2p of his finger

for the British government, and that he
was looking for fight. According to

opinion on the Gold Coast he will get
it. The King, at the time the British
Commissioner left Coomassle, appeared
to be preparing for war,

The terms of the ultimatum were
that he should have a British Commis-
sioner in his country, and that he sheuld
place Ashantee under the “protection™
of Great Britain, This burly negro,
who has 3,333 wives and orders people’s
heads to be cat off if his breakfast dis-
agrees with him, is believed to know
what “the protection of Great Britain™
means,

England now controls the coast out-
slde of his territory, The French con-
trol the neighboring country of Da-
homey, whese King is protected by a
body guard of armed women, Ashantee
Is rich in gold, and both England and
France have lopg looked at it with
jealous eyes.

According to the lest dispatehes from
the Gold (Coast, where the coming war
on the King of Ashantee is the one tople
of conversation, there will be no time
lost in making a start. A strong force
of imperial and native troops, it is sald,
will now be sent to Coomassie to bring
J the King tv terms. 8Sir Fraoncls Scout,

! Ashantee. They gave hlm until Oct. 31, I

BOB, A BLIND DOG, GONE.

Jast & Tramp Felice Car, but Weuldnt.
Chum with &8 Tramp Cat.

Bob, the blind dog that has been at-
tached to the pollce statlon at West
Brighton, 8. L., for the last four years,
has disappeared, and now there is gloom
in the pollce ecircles of West Brighton.
An interloper cat is responsibe for his
absence.

Four years ago he turncd up in the
police station, half starved, and a po-
liceman named Bob fed him and gave
him a name, and under this treatment
the dog came out wonderfully. He was
of a very mixed breed, common cur
blood predominating, and his coat was
a mixture of white and yellow, ar-
ranged after an Iindescribable ornery
pattern. This was when the pollce sta-
tion was in the old haunted house and
when at 2 o'clock the spook made its
irregular appearance, Bob was the
worst frightened inmate of the station.
He always, after his firat ghostly experi-
enceé, ran out into the street, and it
took great coaxing to induce him to re-
turn. He had a habit of assisting the
sergeant to turn out the squad of po-
lice every morning at € o'clock, He
stood a4t the head of the column, and
when the command “March!" was glven
he gave two sharp ye ps. Then he went
across 'the street amd  visited the
butcher, who happened to be the father

of policemman Hob, and there he stayed |

untf{l time to turn out apother squad
of police, at 6 o'clock in the evening.
Then, until next morning, he was the
guardian of the station. He became
blind three vears ago by
forming over his eves.

and its surroundings, however, and his

extent.

e z s &
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THE KING OF ASHANTEE.

the Inspectar-General of the Gold Coast
forces, who is now Iin England, will
leave for West Africa aa soon aa poaai-
ble to organize the force,

The advance of the British into the
King of Ashantee's country ig expected
to be well under way early in December,
In the meanwhile troopa will be sent to
Aecra from Lagos and other placrs
All i now excitement on the Gold
Coast.

There is probably not another African
monarch who can canse (ne British
government so much trouble and ex-
pense as the King of Ashantee. He la
a very powerfnl potentate. His people
are ali born fAightra, who would rather
fight than eat.

He is an absolute despot. The King
of Ashantee conld give points in despot-
iam to the Sultan of Turkey and the
Czar of Rnssia. If the Czar were to do
the things which the King of Ashantee
thinka nothing of doing there would be
a vacancy in the Winter Palace,

If any man looka at one of his 2,333
wivea that man's name is Dennis. Som~
of these numerous wives of the King of
Ashantee are not worth looking at, it is
trne, but the owner of any profane eyes
that even hy acidezt happened to rest
upon them wonld be conduoeted to a
shady grove in the neighborhood of the
town and fail to retarn.

When one king dies 2000 people are
killed as 2 guard of honor to accompany
him to the other world. Aa many as
10,000 are reported to have heen killed
on one occasion In a single day.

Upon every national festival it iz also
the costom for the King of Ashantee to
offer human sacrifices. People are be-
lieved to be killed almost every day at
Coomasste, the capital, and this kind of
official murder is a regular thing,

Bhe Did Not Want a Freak,
“Have you. aver loved another,

George?”’

“No, Maud; no. T swear by all——"

“Never mind that. If yon say it I
believe it, but I eannot be yours. A
man who has lived as long as you have
without loving must be innately a wo-
man-hater, and I shall never matry a
Pm-hlhr Good evening, Mr.
,rm Hirli (Calfing to the maid),

fancy to the police station a few days
ago, Nob showed hia disnleasure to
everyone except the eal. He was avi-
dently afraid of pussy, He spent all of
his time with the butcher for two daye,
and then disapprared altogether, All
the police have orders to look for him.

THE BRAVE LITTLE PECCARY,

Fighter When He In

Deaplite His Sire.

A Yery Fineky
Angrry.

Of the few American quadrupeds for |
- demnity limited to $10 wonid Increase

which an intelligent hunter entertains
a certain amount of respect, the Col-
lared Peecary |a one. Although he la
only a little flat-sided, high-shouldered

hog, wild and wnedncated, yet he fa a |
 ment to be granted In each Instance,

| the entire expense of snch Insurance
| would be $6540 for the twelvemonth,
. This is a trifle compared with tha

plucky fighter when angry—and like a
true child of the wild west, he geta mail
quite easily. It always annnys him
very much that any one shonld dare to
go a-gunning for him, and Mr. A. B.
Baker, of the Washington "“Zoo™
points to a long elit in the side of his
leather leggings aa an {ilustration of
what a Texas Peecary can do when he
is very angry.

This speciers has a very wide range,
being found from the Red river of Ar-
kansas aa far south as Patagonia, In
Texas it Is no longer abundan! save in
the low jungle bottom landa along the
Rin Grande., It does not go In great
droven, like the White-lipped Pecearv,
and it is seildom that more than eight
or fen Individuals are seen together.
The time was when they were much
more ready to fight than they are now:
but, like all other dangerous animais,
they have learned to fear man and his
deadly firearms.—(W. T. Hornaday, ip

St. Nicholas,

——

That Omnipreaent Young Brother.

Featherstone—I wonder If your airter
realizes, Willie, that during the last
month I have given her ten pounds of
candy?

Willie—Of course she does. That'a
why she is keeping her engagement
with Jim Barling a secret.—Harper's

Bazar.
Hé (coming out of the warm theater)

~Yon hﬂi: Iike a H'oiltd lobeter, She

diminishing,

a cataract
He had already |
become very familiar with the station

blindness dlil not embarrass him to any | that is taken.

When a big graoyv «cat took a

i ground that It was
} dan.p;f-r to what it was designed to pro-

- Euay,

| ernment
! was Ipearred.

'REGISTERED MAIL |

THE GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO" . .

PAY INDEMNITY.

HAenco Dusiness Is Falling OF—Almoss
All Other Governments Recomponase-
the Bender Up to s Limitod Amonui~—

Fostal Unloa Ili.ttull_.'l-lll-ﬂl-

NE hundred and

five registered let-

ters were de-

stroyed by the

burning of a mail

car at Newport,

Tenn., the other

day. Undoubtedly

nearly all of them

contained sums of

"money. To insure

their safety the-

senders paid to the government elght
cents on each letter, besides the post-
age. Neverthelecs they will get not
one cent of compensation for their Joss.

No wonder that the registry business
of the postoffice department is steadily
The people are losing
confidence in the system as a means of
Insurance. Though the fee has been
reduced frem tcun to cight cents, the
number of letters and parcels regis-
tered durlng the last fiscal year was
less than 11,000,000. Four years ago
the number exceeded 15,000,000 annual-
ly. What 1s wanted is safety, and the
sys'em does not ghe it, says New York
World.

When a mail car or a postofiice Is
robbed, it is alwayvs the registered mat-
ter, advertised on its face as valuable,
In 1860 the Postmaster-
General of the United States advocated

the abandonmeunt of registration on the
“frultful only of

lﬂ'{‘l

The remedy Is very simple. The gov-

' ernmoent ought to grant compensation
 for registered letters lost or destroyed.
- Nearly
' Insurance,
, Amp.e,

all forelgn countriea give such
In Great Britain, for ex-
the registration fee is only 4
cents, and if the letier is not safely
delivered to the addressee an Indemnity
of §10 Is paid to the loser, A graduated
series of {oers |ls so arranged that the
sender of a parcel ean Insure it up to
S, this maximum guarantee requir-
Ing the payment of 22 cents, The par-
el musl be marked with (ts value,

It Is stated in the postal regulations
of the United Kingdom, rather gualnt-
I¥. that payment of such insuranco will
be made by the Postmaster-General,
“mol In conscquence of legal rellabllity,
but voluntacily and as an act of grace.”
Hegistration of money or jewelry I»
compulsory . such articles are pot pes -
mitted to be sent In the ordinary mallns,
AL the sjpme time, parcels addressed
to foreign paris cannot be reistered,
though for ludia they may be Insured.

t The Hritish goternment paye ap to §10

for the value of any ordinary unregis-
tered package that is lost in lts mall
seryice
ed Kingdom, and It does not govern at
all If the parcel is improper'y wrapped
or conlaing egga, liquids or very fragile
arthcles,

Searly all foreign conmtriea inaure
leticis and packages up to $10 in thelr
domeetiv service without extra fee. On
the other hand. po indemnity is pa
even for registiered mall matter by the
United Statea, Rrazil, Dolivia, Para
Urvuguay, Chili, British Indla, Ja-
pan and Congo, These are the only ex-
reptions to the general rule. The Third
Assizsliant [DMostmaster-General of the
United Btates in his last two annual re-
poris has rccommenided to Congress the
graniting of an Indemnity on reglstered
letters and packages not to exceed $10.
Thi=s is sure lo be done seoner or latar.

Turning le the regulations of the In-
ternational Postal Union, one finds that
the sender of a reglstered package to a
forcign country ia entiiled to $10 In
case of losa, nnless the latter has beeny
ocrasioncd by “force majenre”—mean-
ing war. This Indemnity must be paid
by the government that dispatches the
package. However, that government
may reecover the amount from Lhe
in whose {erritory the )

The adoption by Unecle Sam of an If-

the confidence of the publie at very
little cost. During the last fiseal year

| 634 pleces of registered matter wers

lost. Supposing the maximum pay-

money gained that would Acerne to the
government from the increase in the
regiatry business that wonld follow the
ncceptance of the indemnity plan. ’I"l,
latter would take from the ordinarvy
mails a vast number of money letters
and wounld make the transmisston of
such letters much more aafe.
Madame Mnast Be Consnltod,

“Is Mis. Harkins at home?" azked
the ealler.

“Physically, madame,” returned the.
eduacated butler, “she Il, A8 an abvas
étract question the fact cannot be ie-w x
nied; but in relation to your desire g
gee her, I cannot say definitely until 1'
have ascertained Mrs. Harking' winhﬂ*
in the matter. Pray be geated until J &
have received advices from above " :

The FParla Exposition Lottery.
Subscriptions will chortly be Invite
by a nammber of Paris banka for :.m,. .
000 exhibition lottery bonda of 20 fray
cach, designed to form the mnn
fand of 60,000,000 frames, for the :
penses of the exafbition to be held tl. '
year 1900. Among the prizes will be &
five of 500,000 francs each and ttﬂt,r
fonr of 100,000 framcs mch

A madical writer
that * p’hm“m

llﬂ htn‘r
art d.

Thia appliea only In the Unit- =



