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By JAMES HORNICK

" Cobourg, Dee. 20 (Sfaff)—RBuffet-
ed mcross Lake Ontario, by the
worst storm in the pilot's memory,.
its radio mast shajtered, its wings
sheathed with ice, fuel dangerously.
low and one engine disabled, a fully
loaded American airliner crash-,
landed this morn‘lnz m the knee-!
deep- : field half
a mile- weast- of here.-————

A combination of good Yuck . lmd
pilot’s -skill_saved.  the lives ol .47,
persons—44 passengers and three
cerewmen—when the. twm-engmed
€46 Curtis Commando hobbled over
the Lake Ontario shoreline, “roared
past the farmhouse of Charles ‘Wil
| son; -chpped one strand of electric
fence and sli!here ‘to. rest on an:
acre of smeoth pasture-land.

r.hm 10,000 hours ln the air,-sald:

- “It was only an act of God that
brought us down safely. In all my
Wmﬂen: seen |
mﬂt!nx 50 mlncuhu: as this”

Hﬂw atr M lne.. an un:ched-
uled airline with headquarters at
‘Burbank, Calif, _was making ar=-

nnc? mmpomu;m for its cux-
{tomers. .In the meantime, most of
{them _were comforfably bedded
down in ,lhra RCIF_ hospltal N.
‘rrcmdu. i |

* The big, whale-shaped Commndo
ook off last m:h& from’ Burbank
for ewark, NJ. After an early
‘morning. r stop~at’ Ch!engn.
it _pressed on for Newsark.' -But
‘somewhere-along the route — the
piht lmgu, not- where—winds  of
' [-n}t.mg -the -air

pass tw!rlea 'qul}' Despxte the
latest in’ de-icing' equipment, ice
bégan 1ﬁm5ngf on wing’ and tail

The pilot, 35 a veteran of more|

f“‘je‘w ;. U kneu -

41 Unscathed
InBelly Landing

}-plw__gnl_nnj.__nl__[ 1 tol
them to tighten thelr aafety-belts
And they did, without comment."

A few hundred yards . over the,
shoreline, the Commeando was down
to. a few thousand feet, and loslng
alti!udejramdly The one function-'
ing engine was unable to su
weight -and combat the- :;tt'»rﬁam‘:u::ltJ
the .same time. Pilot ‘Smelser de-
tfded on a quick -landing.

" Just a week previously, at Eliza-
-beth,_ N.J., another non-scheduled
€46 - «enmnntered _similar troublg.;
It lost one engine on ‘take-off.
Finy-eight—pbrsons_ Were. kmed in:
‘the ensuing crash. il
Direeuy below, between Lake On-
larm and-.-No. 2 Highway, lay a
rol]mg -expanse of farmland, The
storm wu heavy tmd becommg

ieavier by the minute. ll‘lf an-

en: !mando's fuel reserves we“m“?“‘m"n 0T ]

{the point of exhaustion.

Pilot Smeher_nmd his mm*blne
‘downward, swepl over trees and
fenice’ lines and nursed the ‘falter-
ling aircraft ‘toward: the safestslock: |
Tng stretenn of land in “the area.
There was a barely noticeable_elick,
as: ‘the propellers connected with
a ' strand of fencing, tlien the
streamlined ‘underbelly séttled soft-
1y _into the deep snow, plowing as,
straight— a-- furrow: as has  ever
adorned the Wilson farm.

|- "They - started - jumping out as
.sopon as the ‘plane stopped.” said
iMrs., Wilson. "It was & three-foot
l'-dn':p from the door. But they

‘seemed anxious lo get sway. Maybe
ithey were afraid_theve ‘would be
‘a fire, Thea they startdd walking
‘up toward the house™

l Mr. Wilson Was ummtmm in

" Cobourg at the time. Heé had been
'gunmnz his hal‘f—mu truck out af

mm
ing engine and spinning whreels ob-
scured the sound of the unexpected
WVISitor IT was rot unti-ahall hour
later, when hje was in town, that
f& triend stopped him to arnndunce
the strange news. Wilson hurried
homie to help with the coffee and
tea. _ , .
“We . had, folks lined up to the
door,” said Mrs. Wilson: A Tfew
of the ladies had babies Wwith them.
The - tewardess went back 1o the
plae for some cocoa and coltee and

cups ‘I'm afraid we “e.cnt
read\r tor so much company.’

l Transportation from the scene
n!.s provided by the RCAF. Cars

‘to the warmth of Stauon Trenton.

i Pilot Smelser and his two fellow
crew members registered at a Co-
bourg hotel to be near the aircraft,
I Tmnspon Department | m\estiga-
tors from Toronto and US. Embassy
officials from Qitawa drove here to
“examine the airtincer and to- studs
ways .ol removing i1t from s
present snow bound resting place!

The plane is mLI\ s! hlh' dams:
aged. Tips of hoth propeliors: were
bent in the wheels-up landing. Bur
‘1he structare is intact, the comirol
surfaces workable and the engines
no worse than when t‘m\ came to
earth.

RCAF salvage experts say - the
Commando will probably hau to
be skidded out of the field and
hauled down the highway to Tren-
ton before it can leave for the US.
under its own power.” Trenton is
the nearest suitpble alrport.. {

Smelser took over the plane at
Chicago. The co-pilot; Eddie O'Leary,
a7,"of Fresna, Calif., had made the
‘trip from , Burbank as. had the
sfewardess, Sandy Daine of New
York City. The crash:landing was
made on Miss Daine's birthday -1
think she's 22, but she won't tell
ug” said Smelser, J

In landing in the S0-acre Wilson
pasture, the plane hnr@[v ‘missed
dropping into—Lake Ontario, less
than a half-mile-to the south.

One engine “conked out” as the

was flving across lLake On-!

t

itario, Smelser sald. Just as the
second went dead “'we spotted
land.™ | A i

| The snow was the first Mrsa

Matthew Thampson of Santa Ann,
Callf., had seen. She said:

"Now when I know my baby and
myself - are safe I've had time to
lock around pnd it certainly is
prﬂtr .




