
-J,~~TMtEtOFF.:~O~ - o0Kt~cE~WED.:~"ln'ghOur~plIot.caPt:Oha.rles Rector of BurbllJ;).k, made by Bill Bryson and Otto' Schick, both of
.•NESDA¥o:8:'ifernCfOn;!rori'tanImpfbvlsed'iilr'strtp; :Callf..-TOp Lett photo,w~l!te out his_!light plan ,Toronto. General view at the pre-take-ottactlv-

west:9tcobourg.-oii-Chaifes Wilson's farm where: J tor Malton, changedll;later to Trenton and land- Itidi shown In the Lower Rfght photo; the 'ber\t
'. ·It '.cras.!-{-lahdea~on- Dee: ·20 with 4-1"passengers '_edthere .without Incident. A new rUdder fin was' port propeller. damage result o·t the miraculous
--afiiJa:fiL,It'roared'{lci-w'i1theru-rGvaY;;UpperJ~lghL ~installed;-LowerLe!t 'photo, by' overhaul con- belly landing: Is ·shown.in the foreground_u',tt"piA~~En)"~tAKis'"''O'FFbl··'f"RO M -coS'0 u"iii;

": - _.;~. ---, ~-·'Pe1Hbv·"""."ftJi,. rr.,,~.•...•LJo .:3"A,.): \1" \ «t,S).,

Jo:gHoltsPropo~ed Flight To ~alton Airport For First Leg Of Tr~'p
F n' .To Land At Trenton For. Repg.·

:-. ,COBOURG...tan. 10 (ENS)-Blowlng a.bUzzard q! snow Into !he faces of the watching
'crowd, the'C-46 airliner that crash-landed here December ~.Q, took o~f at 4.:20Wednesday
'afternoon ..Fltt_e_d__with-riew-propellers. 'a:·new rUdcier. and some minor parts, the pl.ane lI!t-
ecr:eiSfii aiTthe 2,500-root -makesh1!t runway ·on ·the farm of Cl,1arlesWilson just west of
Cobourg. The 'crowd of 50,0cheered the take-off. Not lcmg after the take-off, th.e 0-46 land-
. ----- .ed· Safely' at Trenton'RCAF,-

airport, where· fUrther repairs I
will' be made. Originally, the\
plane was due .to·land at Mal-
ton near- Toronto, but· bad
weather ruled o;'t the- west-I
bClun(. ~rlp,_ .Q!!l~.r:_Iandlng~fl~ldsl
w·e-r~ ruled· out as the customs t
c~ear~nce papers were made out
Ifor J\,lalton. but permission was:
lrinally given for' the ·_Trentonl
I landing: . ·1

Pilot for' Thursday"s lake-art 'I
• ector 42- ear- Id

dir clor" of operations or or
Continent .Alrlines;Burbank •.cal.

l
l

He. was -assrsrea-oy Gordon Mc-
Bride, super:intenderit of main-
tei1anc~e-·for Major Airlines .. also,

'lor ·Burban·k.· -. . , I
810wnOf( Course ... -- '!
I: _Iri,,:hei ·whee1s~up landing rl.ve;

I
da)'s·'berore ,.Chrlstmas, the C-46 i
landed ,_safely :with 44 passe-nsers:
aboard_ Blown off co.urse over Ii~ake;pntario. ·lhe .. plane.had iIearlier .lost. radio ~ .con,tact oVer I

'

-Toledo, OhIO. . -- _._.-.-- I
~. In th~m~rkY l!lth't of a -stormy

;:a.,y;'.On the.monilng.of _Dccemb..-;
120; around:8 o'Clock, pilots Bruce I
I:' ;;0: -PG'ANETAI<.ES on'· .,'r'T:(contm-~~~~-pa~ci~.7-C-



Plan'e Takes Off
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Smels~r and Eddie O'Leary. the \.
latter a Marine Corps pilot, both
.o! ~aliIornia, spotted. the weIComei
slgnt of landover tIle white .caps

;oI-r.;ilke·Ontado. They 's~un?1
I about and through a rift· in the
, clo':lds saw a snow;ccovered field
just. on shore. . ,.

They'setthe plane down and
the 41 pas:~eT!:gersa~()ard,lnclud- .
jng some half dQzen children·feltr a gentle t>ump as.' tbepiane,

Iwh~e]s retracted as a sa(ety' mea·..•
stire.sH.d. to ~ stop' on 't~lE~;bel1y

, of the fuselage. Earlier, Steward.-
I ess::Sandy Daine of'New'York, her
I"racemasking the realization that
I tragedy might not-be far off; told
I the passengers to' fasten their
sareytbe1 t~and pray. They-came
in s<;lfelyon two wings, two. dead
eng.ines.Jlnd a, prayer.. -

. Within minJjtes' afte'r landing,
the ,p:'lssengers .and shin'~ r;.rew'.
l\~r'i and ·'Mrs,.~harl~s Wilson.
where plenty of. hot· ·cdfee. and
sandwidles and the wnrmtll. of a
rural 'welc:ome restored everyone
to normal. Soon all th:lt' remained
wa's~·tlie.'gh'ostly, 'sno-w~drape(:I
plime out on' the lonelypallture
.field, ·:rhe passengers lateriii the
day toolc .other t~ansportation to·
.tJtcii..desthJ<ltlons: .'

'l:,h-e,;o.atrlin'e. company immedi~
<itely . got'· to work: to plan. 're-
moval'of the sh,ip. Ejlrli.er repgrt~
thaf:--the '.pfajle··_ WQyld ~b·~.(ns..; .

Imantle<:l~and taken to Trenton to
jb:e r~~~sse~bled a~d flow.n bac~ ..
I t() Ca:hforma turned out.Jo-- be
I premature. Mechanics fi-om' San.,.
derson Aircraft,. 'lVIiiUon, 'began
the task ..of .getting', the aircraft
ready fora-takeoff: 'This' past
weekend, pits -were dug, :under-
ne'ath the wheel. bays .and. the
wheels Jowe.red, and then abuU";
dozer pulled. the' plan~ up the
'slope to If'vel ground .. ·Newcprops
arrived on· XUE!sday:moming and
by 'nightfall both engines· were
'operatIng'--=- - _. - ~

'I Thcre were more than 500:
. nronle out in the chilly morning
! \Veclnesday. They hung around.
i snme goi ng but more corning, until

l·c:!·rlyafl"rnoon. The plane's props
\\'ere wh Irring. Up 'at the controls'l

'\""cr.e Rector, his co-pilot, Mc-
Bride, and Flight-Engineer John
Weaver. of Newark. The motors'

ere· revved'
felt that the plane would be roll-
ing out on the prepared air strip
lev~l1ed in the snow by a buil-
dozer. Officials of the Department
of Transport were checking with

I Malton, first lap of the trip home
i to California,_~at 1.30 pm word
I C<lmethrouPithat fog had closedi Malton in, DOTofflcials said thatI the plane could not take'tiff ..
i 1\11 Off

I Rector wondered about Ottawa
j but was told that the immigration
: and customs papers were made
: out for Malton. Rector was a
! worried mCin. 'The weather called·
i for a rise in the temperature and I
! tl!dt could llieCifl soft ground and

I indefinite grounding of the plane.j
Provincial police, who kep~

i~~~~~a~tc~~=;~'lt~af~fi~ntWdn~~1i
jday. e.n tfle author it>; of the Bt;-J

1

,partment of Transpa'rt, and hun-
\ dreds went home.
I Rector and his crew envisioned I
i the plane bogged down for an in-I
! de'finite period In the mud when
;the temperature. rose. They con- i
· --idered several alternative fielns ..
•hut thev were nJled out because i. I
; the customs clearance was' made I
·out for Malton. Finally after much
Ienquiry, permission was re;ceived
:to' rand at Trenton airport and
; the plane took off for Tr~nton at
;2:4-0 Wednesday. afternoon. InCi-\
:dentalJv that cemented Intern a-
:tional friend'ihip, '. 1:O'.fety as the plane roared stant
: le••.t overhead. Later at Trenton
·I.arge Gallpry , I Pilot Rector said he "':'as worried

Jo 1\lost of the..original crowd ha,d [about. t~e people on· that side of
gone honre but others took theIr, the flela but had to keep to the
places and there \\ias a large gal-! west because of the condition of
iery when the' pla!•.e taxied "out i th.e takeoff strip. A bump and
from its re~ting place. The slip-! a wingover mlg11t hal:e spelled
sti"eam. bIe''''' a blizzard of snowl'disaster, a'warning which provin-
into the faces of the crowd. Out i·cial police uttered" before' the
on the -';••'est fringe of the takeoff! ta-keo·if in urging the spectators
strip. three p~lOtograph~rs, one 'of; to keep well clear of the takeoff
them from The" Examiner. stood. Lsttip. _, ... • "
;with cameras read)". Bra~es on I The plane took of! easii)', head~
,and flap~ down the plane's en-! ed west, banked -lazily and -then
i gines roared a! the' power came! flew' easterly over the heads of
~G-~".;U.\d_ the.". broke ~ Fnrlih~.croWd .Arid tht!.?,Same to an
i about 2;y1) to 3:M--yards the whee1s ~end. as far as Cobourg w-a5cor;-
rolled alo7'i; the mow and the·n'!earned. the big ev~nt in local air-;
t'1", :)la~e :-,'SI? Due to the hum~:craft bislor}' Never before h'ad'

~n~c,('k~i" flY'? field. t1"e piane had ;,5uch a large plane landed in Co-'
: kr-Pt, well to tht? west 3nd the left bourg al:d never before had the'
:..~if\goverhU1~g the \~sLridgeof; town been 50 .close to whRt might:

l~ta;~~~r~~l~;~5a~~O~~~e~~{1r;v~r~::i1-Ef~'~~~maJOr tr~~


