
j'

• •wins
" Wboishe? - .

's-wbat many of
'testants in the Cobol
District Historical S

.essay conteSt are w(
today after the contest \
by Lawrenc., Jones.

Mr. Jones, now retiT
the

Star from 194Uhrough I'
. He also worked as tI
editor and a reporter \

. Ottawa Morning Journal
lAter,the-man-who I

.In .Cobpurg for, the p
; ye8rs, Woried as the di
,;~infonnatiOD s~ces
, University of Toronto.

I or
':-'s'Ultant· with Pitt Pu

COmpany .
. Jones' chos~ Weller

topic becaUSl! "he wa
..~ting character_ f

sotneone flamboyant, '
~withmo\'e-colorTand I ((
.William Weller."

Jones, who IS a .
Yllai=-to-the-(;obourg
saw the contest rules thl.- _.

Last night he joil
historical society for I
time and donated his $2~
the library.

"I thought It ml~ht b,
fun to enter this thtn~."

He admits the last tin
tere<ian essay contest ~

clJe.was11'·yeanrold.

Essay winners~ .'-
. I •

La~nce..:...-Jone ••_centre. a resident of ,Weller. ned for second we're foster Russell '.
Coboug for the past four yeats. was the and Percy Cllmo. Russell wrote about the
wInner. ofr--the-:-....cobourg·· and --DistrIct ·:-"fe-of-Joseph:.:sorlven -whlle- Cllmo'a-easay-' :
Hlstolical SocIety'. first essay 'conte.t: was about James Callcut Sr. The wInnIng .
Jo~"· wrote about the life of Wllllan1 .essay Is reprinted below.

William-Weller:
'. . .

The Stage-:-Coach King
do 1l to llm~. Hnd Weller took the

'r' ;,.f, (j... \, •It"... Il1rf 10



He admits the Ja~l II
tered an essay contest

north 01 the Front. I"or memo do It In lIme. ami Weller took the he was 11·years old
By LAWRENCE F. JONES public transportation over land bet. Thirty·rive hours and 40 "'''ed (or second in th

- . was essential; as social minutes from the lime the Vlce- were Percy Climo an
Of all those who, in the first historian G.P. de T. Glazebrook Re~al sleigh lef~ Toronto it Russell.

half of the 19th century, built the said. contact with the Front arrtved in Montreal, the driver Russell, a former pu
foundation (or the town that "was essentia I: an isol~ted ,~own exhausted ~ut happy. Happy, the Cobourg Dally Sla r
became the Cobourg of today. can neither live nor thrive.. t~, was HIS Excel1~ncy, who write his essay ahou
none. was a colorful. as en- Thanks to Weller's enterprise. paid WellerLIOOfor hiS far an~l Scriven the author of

. terpnsing, as .vent~resome, as. there. was. employm':!lt (or- ..as a bonus.:an engraved goto What s' Friend We
. Its fitst mayor ..~i1ham WeUer, many. skilled and unskilled, tn watch. On hIS return to Upper Jesus

, entreP.reneuY.J:!~k tak~...:...Q.rt~ - the opera!lon -end maintenance Cflnfldft.We"~ofcourseptdced- Russell sal ttult p
grandsc~ ~ (for ~he [mes) ano of his busmess. As many as 400 upthcLI,ooo.wa~er. . sungat the funeral of'l
public-sptrttedcitizen. were on' the payroll when the By the begll:tnmg o( the 18508, .and is frequent!

Weller, .the son of ~ farmer, Weller lines were at the peak of there were sIgns of economic everywhere 4n the fre,
was born 10 Vermont !n 1798.At their prosperity. When the troubl~ f~r t~e ~tage cC?achking. _ pressed world.

e agC!oT22 he·marrled Mercy proprietor-moved his headquar: Contracts hIS hnes had for the SCriven's mission
Wilcox of Canton, in upstate ters from Toronto to Cobourg in carriage of mall were cancelled said was to perform ~
New'York, then studied law with the 1840s Cobourg enjoyed new in 1853 and the loss o( this vice'of love and charit)
the financial assistance o( his . benefits. Coaches were built in a business was added to the. _
bride's well-to-do parents. That Weller shop at George and growing threat from the steady
completed, Weller and his wife Orange Streets and were of such advance of the Grand Trunk
(ollowed the path being tak.en at high quality that one woman Railway across Upper Canada.
the time by many AmerIcans traveller from England As one author put It, "no sooner
who saw in upper Canada op- described them itS "not unlike was the whistle o( the
portunities (or fame or (ortune, the Lord Mayor's state locomotive heard In the land
or both. In the early 18208 carriage" although perhaps a than stage coaches became

:Weller. with YOrkwhi~h became bit ·.'showy,:, There w.~,~~ejl8;r ,~Jngs 'otU!et paaJ ..••n~ ~ _;;
Toronto in 1834. as hIS base of shop on Swayne Street and near- not ~t the railways, Weller
operations, tried his hand at the . b east of the Globe HoLel (the decided he might as well join .
buying and selling of land. His sft~ a century later of the Park them. Through the years he had
·speculations were successful cinema theatre) stood the ticket acquired much property in
and gave him the funds .for the office . Cobourg and this he mortgaged
first o( his acquisitions - a William Weller was not only heavily to obtain (unds (or In-

.stagUQ4chJine._The_purch~se an executive-he could do what vestment in a company, largely-
of other coach, compantes he expected his employees to do. of Co~ourg business and
followed and, as weH, a He demonstrated this when profeSSional men, whif:h plan-
telegraph line that extended Governor General C. Poulett ned a· -railway t9 connect
from Toronto to Montreal and· Thompson (later Lord Cobourg (with Peterborough.
Buffalo. Sydenham), wanted to be taken T~e r<tilway was built, ~ith a

Weller's coach lines served from Toronto to Montreal in ondge o( uncertain sl<.lblhty to
the growing c.ommunl~les along February 1849. That was not carry the tracks across Rice
the St. Lawrence RIver and ul1usual-·what was unu~l!1 was~ r".l!..~!!._l.t was_a--8l9rlo~~
bke-orrtario=the-takeshOle that His Excellency wanted to exhIlarating time. ~ carrlt.o
often referred to as the Front-· be in Montreal In 38 hours in or- away was Weller With the op-
Montreal, Prescott, Kingston, der to reprieve a convicted felon timism and I?nthu.ciaSfo of the
Cobourg, Port Hope, Toronto, from the gallows and theJ'our- occasion' that he declared, at the
Hamilton, and places 'In bet- ney normally took 4% ays. celebration o~.the inau~u~al trip
ween. He extended the service Weller said It would be done-if on the J?ne: I am reJol~ed to
to the developing townships and he drove himself. A (riend see old things passing away and
villages, such as Peterborough, wagered Ll 000that he could not conditions becoming weller."

, But conditions did not become
--~ "weller". The railway (ailed I

• and the stockholders lost their
5.0lJr c es· 0 f Iii'for mat Ion investments. His stage coach

t,usiness dwindling to zero,
Cobourg, 1978-1948- E. C. Guillet lnuch of his Cobour~ land gone,
Cobourg: Early Days and Modem Times Cl98l) Weller lost the vitality that
Victorian Cobourg: A 19th Century Profile (1976) J. Petryshyn, always inspired him. Three
editor, . years after the railway (lasco, \
Homesteads (1979) - McRumey and Byers. . he died after three weeks'
Historical Atlas of Northumberland and Durham Counties i1878) illness, at the age of 65. He was,
Port Hope Historical Sketches 0900- W. Arnot Craick one historian reported, "a poor
Life In Ontario: ASocial History (I96'S)- G. P. dcT. Glazebrook man." .
Pioneer Travel in Upper Canada (1933)· E. C. Guillet But, rich or poor, William
The Story of Canadian Road (1967)• Guillet . ", Weller was long remembered by

. P~tiveS on Landscape and Settl~ment in Nineteenth Century the people of, Cobourg .. They
~. --~OntanoH9?5hJ:-David-WOQd.editor.-·- - -- elected him nine times to the.

Toronto of Old (1873). abridged edition 1966)- Henry Scadding Bo,ard o( Police, Cobourg's first
Oakville and the Sixteen (1953)• Hazel C. Matthews . governing body, and, when the

.. Tercentary Hiitory of Canada, Vol. 3 (1008) - Frank Basil Tracy village became a town in 1850,
OXford Companion to Canadian ~istory and Literature (1967) Nora their first mayor. He was a
Story .' .. . . councillor (or four years and
Cobourg Sentinel,lssue of September 26, 1863. . • mayor three times, including ,

~OTE - NOl8II6rllie'aoove-pro~ frirormalf~n -tfiat wis--in:--- t~~e:-:e: ~:s~s~~~~~ied i~;----
cludetlin. tbe essay as written, because of the limi~tion on length to his funeral and the citizens 0(-
1•.000words maximum. . Cobourg genuinely mournoo the

loss of an outstanding (igure.
The (obOUrg 8enlfJfet B.um;

med up well the public feeling:
".,one of our oldest and most in-
fluential citizens. a thorough
businessman Iwho) served this
town ...with honor to ~Imsell and
credit to the town. '.~

MIriam Mutton. It
prize winner In the C
and District Hi
Society's recent esse
test spoke about I

.legged personality.
fldence. a hlgh-jumpir
se, let the equine
record for high jumpir
a leap of more than i
the Cobourg horae .1
1912. Mrs. J. Lo
Manitoba received
honorable .mention f
e•• ay. .
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