
Submitted To:
Cobourg & District
Historical Society

COBOURG !y'~UPLIBRARY



The stone cutting contractor was no less than the
firm of William Thomas ... which executed the elaborate
ornament of Corinthian capitals ... bearded heads ... lyre
ornaments ... as we]] as the ashlar facings to the street
facade.



a vast amount of stone cutting has been
accomplished ... These carvings, together with
the fine bearded face which forms the keystone
of the arch are the work of Mr Thomas, contractor
for the stone cutting, and certainly do him great
credit.



assumption by pointing out that in his youth, William Thomas may have been

an apprentice stone cutter, and so would have had the necessary background

to do the work in Cobourg.

Before I began my research, I felt that this conclusion had certain

architect of William Thomas's recognized stature at the time, have allowed

himself or his firm to work as stone cutter on a project designed by his

St Lawrence HalJ on his own Cobourq rrolect as Peter Stokes has written, why

then would he have used William Thomas himself, to help do this?

I still however could not find eviden~e directly related to the building

Cleveland free stone supplier, written to the Burnets, and dated May 7, 1859.

Only one direct reference was made to the stone contractor when Worthington

asked, "has Thomas finished up his work, how does his account stand?".

wording of this letter would suggest that this 'Mr Thomas' had a '",'orking

say I was disappointed since even .in the Burnet files there was reference only

to a 'Mr Thomas'.



Charles T. Thomas/aged 39/stone cutter/
householder/King St

C.T. Thomas/aged 39/stone cutter/
freeholder/Ontario St S

Charles Thomas, Thomas of the Town of Cobourg
~n the County of Northumberland and marble cutter
of the first part ...



c;harles Thomas,
Ottawa/dying on
Susan M. Thomas

Thomas/builder/having
or ~bout Dcccmucr 26,

resided in
1867/widow,

THOMAS~At Quincy, Illinois on Christmas Day.
Charles Thomas, Thomas formerly of this city.

Although only a death notice, it does at least substantiate our family history
3

which states that he died somewhere in the United States.

moved directly to Ottawa to begin work on these buildings as Superintendant of
4



The Ottawa Times obituary notice is ... a happy
find, and seems to set the matter to rest. I
have ... filed all of your information in our own
research files; from now on, at least, we'll be
able to give Charles T. Thomas his full due when
we write about Victoria Hall.



Saturda~ December 28, 1867
page 2 column 5

A short time since it became our painful duty to record a sad
accident to our late fellow townsman, Mr Charles T. Thomas, which
rendered necessary the amputation of a leg. Subsequent to the
amputation he suffered very greatly, and afterwards a fever set in
which ended in death on Christmas Day. The remains will be brought
to this city for interment, arriving next Tuesday morning. The
funeral will be attended by the Masons and members of the St
George's Society, of which due notice will be given.

The deceased gentleman was, during the erection of the Departmental
Buildings in this city, Chief Superintendant of Works, under Messrs.
Jones, Haycock and Co., and in that capacity earned for himself a
high reputation for zeal and integrity. He was a skilled and
experienced stone mason, several years of his life having been passed
in the employ of Messrs. ubit and Co., the eminent contractors of
London, England.

Mr Thomas was for sometime Superintendant of Public Works under the
Imperial Government of Bermuda, which place he left for Canada about
the year 1852: since then and up to the moment of the sad accident
resulting in his death, he was engaged as subcontractor in the
erection of many important buildings on this continent. The present
national monument at Quccnston reared by a greatful people to the
memory of the 'Gallant Brock', was erected under his supervision, so
was the Montreal Bank and Town Hall in Cobourg, the latter considered
to be one of the handsomest buildings in the Dominion. The subject
of our notice was in every respect an excellant man. In business he
was strictly correct in all his transactions; as a husband and father,
most affectionate, as a philanthropist, his peer was not to be
found in this city. In his death the St George's Society experience
the loss of a most indefatigable member, and with us, they mourn
over the sad event which has removed him from our intercourse, and
deeply sympathize with his bereaved widow and afflicted family.



1 T. Ritchie does this in his article on William Thomas in the May 1967
issue of Architecture Canada, and even goes so far as to suggest that
Wm Thomas also designed Victoria Hall:

A somewhat similar building which also remains in use,
was designed by Thomas for the Town of Cobourg. This
building is the Town Hall, also called Victoria Hall ..•.The
design of Victoria Hall has been variously attributed to
Willi~m Thomas and to Kivas Tully. There is no doubt that
Thomas was associated with the building, since the local
paper- in 1858 noted the 'carvings ...together with a fine bearded
face ...are the work of Mr Thomas, contractor for the stone
cutting ...

2 Susan Mary Thomas, wife of Charles Thomas Thomas; born 1815
died October 12, 1872 in Ottawa

3 An excerpt from the Quincy, Illinois Daily Herald dated October 27,
1867 gives details of Charles Thomas's fatal accident:

ACCIDENT ON THE BRIDGE- We are pained to learn_thatiM~.
C.T. Thomas, superintendent of masonry in the employ of
the Quincy Railroad Bridge Company, met with a severe
accident yesterday afternoon at the abutment on the Missouri
side. He was superintending the raising of one of the largest
rock there by means of a derrick, which broke near the top,
and a portion of it fell upon his leg, breaking it below the
knee in three places, and dislocating his ankle. He was
conveyed to his boarding house, on York Street, between Third
and Fourth streets, where he is receiving good medical
attendance. We sincerely sympathize with the sufferer, who
is regarded as an excellent mechanic, and who, in the discharge
of his duty, met with this painful accident.

Mr C.T. Thomas ...died about midnight last Tuesday ...For some
time the patient seemed improving after the amputation, and it
was not until a very few days before his death that real danger
was apprehended. His remains were started for Canada, his
former residence, on last Wednesday in the charge of Mr Alexander
McGraw, who is now in charge of masonry work on the Mississippi
River bridge.



4 The Ottawa City Directories for 1863, 1864-5 and 1866 list'C.T.
THOMAS, builder and contractor, on Hellington St near Elgin;
Parliament Hill.'

In the National Archives, Ottawa I discovered a contract made
between Charles Thomas Thomas and the Ottawa Department of Public
Works, signed June 1862, to repair winter damage to a dam on the
Rideau Canal. Thomas tendered several submissions for work to the
Department between 1862 and 1866 for such projects as construction
of a cottage at Rideau Hall and repair of two bridges on the Rideau
Canal, according to Public Works files.


