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GOLDEN MEMOFIIES

SIGHTS

'From our home located above
our store, King Street presented a
setting for a variety of scenes.
Our parlor windows faced the
street and gave one a vantage .
point to observe the street be- -
low, the seasonal changes and

- the people in conveyances and on
foot. It wasa panorama of

~ movement.

* . . Wintertime broughl the snow.
* Some years it accumulated, plled
up with the roadway part com-

* pressed by traffic. When the

. shovelled snow banks at the -

sides became too high, gangs of :

- workmen with shovels moved it
into sleigh boxes for hauling
away. No cars moved in the
winter. Horses and sleighs, with
the jiggling sleigh bells, were
the means of transportation.

There was no heavy power ma-
chinery available at that time to

plough away the snow.
Winter days melted the accumu-

- lation creating deep slush, water

and a dirty mixture of brown
horse dropping that had been °
packed into the snow. When lhc
frost came out of the ground, the
roads became a sea of thick mud.
- 'This would bring out the road -
scraper, a special four-wheeled
vehicle hauled by two teams of
rhorses hitched in tandem. The
“‘driver sat up in front holding the
-reins, urging the horses to pull
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by the lake shore duc to the dcnsu- ;

hard, while Jim Campbcll stood :
|- indircction King Street West -

at the rear platform manipulating
two large wheels that set the

scraper blade 1o the desired posi- -

tion. Cross walks were an ob-
struction to this operation and had
10 be carefully cleared by the

" blade. Later the windows of mud,

scraped to the side, would be sho-
velled into wagons and hauled
away. Next, a fresh layer of grav-
el would be spread on the road, to,
be compacted by traffic. =
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the summer season. Dust was -
kept to a minimum by watering
the roadway regularly. The
town's water wagon consisted of a
large cylindrical tank lying on a
strong carriage. The driver sat up
front on a seat, handy to the lever
that opened and closed the feed
pipes that led down 1o the spray
mechanisms. These were fan-
shaped arrangements, one on each
rear side. This water wagon was
drawn slowly back and forth by a
team of horses, spraying the wa-
ter over the dust as it passed
along.

Domestic coal for local use most-
ly came 10 town by schooners,
unloaded at the wharf and hauled
in little damp carts to the respec-
tive storage sheds of the various
dealers. These dump carts, -~ -
mounted on two strong wheels,
carried about a ton of coal, with

mws (y

lhc dnver smmg on top of Lhc

“front part of the box."

The ringing of the big firc bell on

top of Victoria Hall broughton -

temporary excitement. Almost
everyone would stop to walch, 1o
see the direction the fire recls
took. First the hose wagon came
in sight with the horses on the
gallop and men clinging to the ~
rig. This was followed by the
ladder conveyance, hoses gallop-
ing, etc. The teams were all well

| trained for this special assigne-
- ment, and it seems the horses

knew exactly what was required
when the big bell rang. A con-
course of people usually headed
out in the direction taken by the
reels.

Parades were a treat 10 observe,
from our upper windows, with
bands playing, flags and banncr
flying and the marchers passing
by. ' 28 Tl
King Street West has something
very special about it. King Street
East was developed from an early
surveyor's line of sight that separ-
ated Concession "B" from Con-
cession "A" in the Township of
Hamilton. This is not so with
King Street to the west of First
Street. s “

We are informed by the writings
of early settlers that before settle-

ment days, all land travelled from

the Quinte regions to Niagra went
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ty of the forest. Indian guidcs
were required to conduct newcom-
ers through the arca, Moving
westerly from the east, the cstuar-
ies of the two local crecks were
obstructions that had 1o be by-

passed. In addition, over the sca-
_sons, the surface of Lake Ontario

fluctuated some five fcct, making-
for high and low water levels.
Thus, what is to-day First .
Street was the trail that -~

came inland to the
place of fording . -

creek. (King
Street). Like- -
wise the trail

ter location
on the Fac-
tory Creek -
(King .~
Street). The
lakeshore west
of the creek con- .
tained heavy grav- ~
el and round stones
which made walking .
most difficult. Indians knew

the best route, and that led back to

the lake shore a mile further on.
The Indian trail eventually devel-

oped into the King Street West of |

to-day. No surveyor would lay
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. out a street with all the changes

takes on fairly level ground.:

‘Some early maps designated King
_Street as "Road to York™ .

Ata later date the road from Porl

" Hope, today's Number Two High-

way, was opened. 1t was [irst 66
fect wide. William Strect was
also forced through at a later date.
It was created 82 feet wide be-

tween boundaries. The early Dis- ..

trict Magistraics, meet-
“ingin Quarter -
, - sessions, had the -
" say in the open-
&, ingofncw -
roads. They
certainly had
a peculiar
scnsc of hu-
mour by

liam Street

was out at Amherst
and they must have ex-

pected that most of the gaol
traffic would originate in Co-
bourg.s
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