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In his final year at Victoria College,)

1886/87 Robert Bird Steinhauer~

elected "Senior Stick" (he is shown with it

here), or president of his year, by his class

at Victoria College - which five years later
CobcL\."~

moved from Calgary Lto its present

location on the University of Toronto

Ironically, Clifford Sifton (B.A. Victoria,

1880), missed this honour seven years

earlier! Later he would state (as Minister

of the Interior and Superintendent

General of Indian Affairs): "Indians did

not have the physical, mental or moral

get-up to compete with whites on equal

terms" (Olive Dickason, Canada's First

Nations, p. 334). Yet he didn't make

"Senior Stick", his class did not select him

as their president - Robert B. Steinhauer,

the son of an Ojibwa father and a Cree

mother, from the North West Territories

(present day Alberta) did!
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Indi~~ Receives D.D. Degree
,".- .". .

ON Tu.-.!ay c:vc:nini •.Apri\ 27th. Vi<:tnri ..•.
Univ,·rsily. Toront<i;gave th" honorar: ..

d.-gree of Doctor oC Divinity to Rev. ROOect
Bird St"inhauer. B.A .. who gradua.ted frem
the sallie institution lifty years a~u. He h"s
Spent the intervening yl'ars as a faithful and
painstaking mi"siunary among his 0·••.."

peepl" in the Province of Alberta. hOllour •.o
by ttwm ,lOU held in hil(h ",I,"'m by hi,
fellow milliliter" in The Vllit,·" Churd, of
Callada.

In eonf"rrin~ thi. degree in it. Ct'1lI"flary
Y":lr. Victoria University ackllowk,lgt·J the
buml Ihat has existL...t bt:t WL't'n this parti<:ular
lnuian family and the University
during the past one hundrcti
year,,-

When Egerton Ryerson w"nt
to London in an .endeavour to
st"Cure a Royal Chart"r for the
founding oC an educational
institution under the M~thodist
Church in llvpet' Canada. one
of his most cumpdling argu·
n,elIC" wa" that .that Church
accepted its r""ponsibility for
the- w••lfare of the,lndian people.

At that tin.u:; teachini in the
school at ('r(·~it·:.R.i~er was an
Indian youl h 'w.o/)'III William
Callt'. the mlSOlionary, had
brought into the Church and
-"r..J,.u the. Gi·i!l'c. ~10lJ.l.IJ,
school to be educateCC •...'There
his expenses wen: borni~Ly an
American whom Mr. C(lse had
intt"rcsted. The lau took hi~
benefactor's name and hccJme
known as Henry Steinhauer.

When at last the Vppet'
Canada Academy opened its
doors, this man t1eddetl that
his prot~e deserved a better
elJuc.:ation and the Indian youth
"'a" one oC the lif":lt students.

Hi'nry S,,'inhauer rapidly
m.:llJe a name' f~ hims<·lf. be'
coming extremely proficient in
lanlCUagcs. Upon graduation he
w~nt with jame Evans into the
West, then newly opened. settl-
ing at Norway House. Later.
after a trip to Englan.1 with
Ryerson. he went farther West
inlo what is now ~!h(·-r:l.
ettahlishing a mi."ion in IH(,I) at Whired;sh
Lake. where he died in IHH4, aflcr a lif,,·
time of active service aml'ng rhe lnnians.

Ilenry ~tein.hnucr·ll two SUII., E;;"rlon anti
Rohert. Wl-rC lICnl ..1.-:ast by th"ir fatha to
Cohourg, lllld .. R<:>lx:rt "lIt1'n·d Victoria
U"iv,-rsilY ..,itli 11,,:·dall" of 11l1l7. II,· wa,_
all·excell.mt studcnt, a ..lllJlenuid "thlde. more
than ullunlfy iift~ .•" in.·:s<JIlICalld v"ry;p'-'I'~l.lf
wilh hill Cdlow "lllll('nt~, so much 50 that in
hi" final ye:lr he wa" "'.=cled to 1he ollie" oi
Senior St ielc. t he highc~t honour t he ,I udl"llt
budy can giV\".

Fath"r and son throu\:hout the century
were associatL-d with two m••n whose name'
will always be honourctl in The Unir~d
Church of Canada. two men who a.chicved
di"tinction and fame throu\:h a d""r d"vot ,on
to duty. to the Church anJ to the I nJians
of the Canadi:1n North Wc:;t. These men
were Jame:! Evanll and John McDuugal1.
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It ..••.a" Janll'~ Evans ..••.ho inVel1tl-d the
Crt~ Syllauie writing. mad" type from the
le:ld . contained in the Hudson's Bav tea.
chest. and with the splendiJ help of lienry
Steinhauer published the Bible and a hymn
book. It was Henry who translateu ~he
(;ospel of St. 10hn ...Jhfch W:lS prin ted at
:-lorway House and which proved a great
bll."SSing to many.

Son of Ceorge McDuu,;all, famous W~tern
miSliionary who perished in a blizzard on the
plain~, John McDou6all wa" in charge of
the Indian Mission a~ Morley when Robert
B. Steinhauer .erved .••.ith hil;1. BeloveU by

the Cn'"'' lhroughout the whole territory
10hll l\oteDoulplf ac:eti as Iheir nlcutor and
guide in all transac:ions with the Dominion
~Vernlllellt.

Ruuert Bird Steinhauer camc tiown to
Toronto to n~eive hi. new d,·~rt·e, from his
home at Battle River whert' hI' W"ut ill 1911
aud wherc' he ha~ rCl1laint",1 sill,'" hi" super-
anllulltioll ill 19JO. 'lit houl(h I••. h"" cUlltilluL.,1
to play ,t11 artive part ';IICC th,," ill Ihe work
of th" Mi"iull. lit· was pn'"ellt"J to the
Cunvocation hy \(C·I. Dr. JI'SSt' II. Arnup
who' was particuL\rly happy in the rOle.
He sln:sseJ thc fac: that in ;:ivillg the ulogree
to Robert Steinhauer, Victoria UnivL-r.sity
was honouring the past anJ recognizin~
present worth. .. \1/," prc"'lIt him as a
rc<:ipient of hOllour frum hi, Alma Mater Cor
historic reasons and for his own worth as a
man. a Christian missionary anJ a miniliter
of The United C:-'urch 01 Canana."


