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THE STEINHAUER BROTHERS-- TWO FIRST NATION CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES

I "One Generation Passeth ... ", New Outlook, April 20, 1932. They rode to Winnipeg, and then travelled to
Cobourg, probably by train, via St. Paul, Minnesota.
2 Hugh A. Dempsey has written classic biographies of all three: Crowfoot (1972), Red Crow (1980), and Big Bear
(1984).



attention for his remarkabl~ musical voice On the condition that the young First Nations boy

take their family name, a Philadelphia friend of the Methodists' Indian mission work offered to

3 p. xxi
4 Donald B. Smith, Sacred Feathers. The Reverend Peter Jones (Kahkewaquonaby) and the Mississauga Indians
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1987), p. \15.



Thanks to William Case, and the funds provided by the Steinhauer family, the boy received an

excellent classical education at Cazenovia Seminary in New York State, and later at Upper

Canada Academy in Cobourg. For several years afterwards Henry taught in Indian mission

schools in Upper Canada, as Ontario was then known: first, at the Credit River west of Toronto;

and then at Alderville on Rice Lake northeast of Toronto, where the Grape Island people

relocated in the late 1830s. Henry left as a Methodist church worker to Rupert's Land and the

North West in 1840. The loyal convert served as a teacher, interpreter, and missionary at Rainy

River, in what is now Northwestern Ontario; and then at Norway House, and Oxford House, in

present-day Manitoba. In 1855 he left to establish first permanent settlement of First Nations

people in what is now Alberta and Saskatchewan.

In the North West Henry met his Cree wife, Jessie Joyful Mamanuwartum, at Norway House,

just north of Lake Winnipeg, where he served as a Methodist teacher and interpreter, until his

posting to the more northernly mission of Oxford House. Shortly after his ordination as a

Methodist minister in 1855 the Steinhauers moved to the Lac La Biche area to begin a new

Methodist mission among the Woods and Plains Cree. In 1857 he began the White Fish Lake

mission which he located in the wooded park lands north of the Saskatchewan River, just beyond

the reach of Blackfoot raiders, but close to the northern border of the prairie, and the still

abundant buffalo herds. The settlement immediately south of Lac La Biche prospered, and soon

had a satellite community at neighbouring Good Fish Lake.

Throughout his adult life Henry Bird Steinhauer believed in the need for the First Nations to

adjust to the way oflife ofthe Non-Native settlers. He recognized that Canadian settlement

would soon follow in the North West, and transform the majority Native population into a

minority, just as had occurred in southern Ontario. Henry Steinhauer belonged to a generation of



5 Henry B. Steinhauer, quoted in Benjamin Slight, Indian Researches (Montreal: J.E.L. Miller, 1844), pp. 88-89.
6 Isaac Kholisile Mabindisa, "The Praying Man: The Life and Times of Henry Bird Steinhauer" (Ph.D. thesis,
Department of Educational Foundations, University of Alberta, 1984), p. 5. This valuable thesis is the best guide to
the life of Rev. Henry Steinhauer.
7 p. 118.Biographical detail on her appears in Donald B. Smith, "Elizabeth Barrett", Alberta History, 46,4 (Autumn
1998):19-21.



g E.R. Steinhauer, "Letter, dated Fisher River, Man., May 1903", Missionary Bulletin, I (1903/04), p. 251
9 ••

p. XXII.

10 Methodist Missionary Society Annual Report, 1877/78, p.xvi.
11 Henry B. Steinhauer, "Letter dated White Fish Lake, January 16, 1879", Christian Guardiilll, April 2, 1879
12 Mabindisa, "Steinhauer", p.454.



1878, Faraday Hall, named after the famous English scientist, and devoted to science, became the
13 Bob Beal and Rod Macleod, Prairie Fire. The 1885 North-West Rebellion (Edmonton: Hurtig, 1984), p. 57, On
the "large reserve" see also: Mabindisa, "Steinhauer", pp. 513- 538, see particularly, pp. 531-532.
14 Mabindisa, "Steinhauer", p. 537; see also, footnote 80 on p. 558.
I) Sir John A. Macdonald quoted in Canada, Annual Report of the Department of the Interior, 1879, p. 12; quoted in
Mabindisa, "Steinhauer", p. 562, footnote 147.



16 "Educational Institutions of Canada", The Canadian Methodist Magazine, December 1878, p. 485.
17 Allen Ronaghan, "The Iron Creek Meteorite", Alberta Historical Review, 21,3 (Summer 1973): 10-12.
18 Biographical details on Egerton's life appear in his letter dated May 1903, in the Missionary Bulletin, 1 (1903/04),
p. 251. See also, Mabindisa, "Steinhauer", p. 459.



19 Egerton Steinhauer quoted in Arthur W. Barner, "Two Appreciations of the Late Egerton Steinhauer", The New
Outlook, May 4, 1932.
20 His missionary postings appear in Rev. George H. Cornish, Cyclopaedia of Methodism in Canada, vol. 2
(Toronto: Methodist Book and Publishing House, 1903), p.278; and those ( after 1900) on his service record, in the
biographical file on Egerton Ryerson Steinhauer, United Church Archives, Toronto.
21 Rev. Frederick Stevens, "Autobiography", typescript, p. 5. Fredrick G. Stevens Personal Papers, Box I, file 21,
United Church Archives,
22 T. Ferrier, "In Memoriam. Mrs. Sarah Elizabeth Steinhauer", The New Outlook, February 20, 1929



23 Egerton St"einhauer, Letter dated September 3, 1906, Missionary Bulletin, 3 (1905/06), p. 819.
14 "News of Our Student Soldiers", Varsity (University of Toronto), December 6, 1916.His name also appears in
the 1917/l918University of Toronto directory (p. 48) as being in fourth year. For reasons that cannot now be
determined he did not enter fifth year (the final year in the program at the time). Information supplied by Harold
Averill, Assistant University Archivist, August 24, 1999.
1~ Robert B. Steinhauer Diary for 1927-1936, entry for April I, 1932, Account Book and Diary of Rev. Robert B.
Steinhauer 1902-1937, microfilm M-211,Glenbow Archives. (Hereafter cited as DIARY--GLENBOW)
16 E.R. Steinhauer to Rev. Alexander Sutherland, dated Battle River Mission [Hobbema], February 3, 1909,
Methodist Missionary Society Correspondence, 78.092C, Box 7, file 139, United Church Archives, Toronto.
17 Robert Steinhauer's height was recalled for me by Herb Steinhauer, Edmonton, January 5, 1995; and Ed Erasmus,
Vilna, Alberta, April 12, 1996.
18 Information on Robert's years at Victoria are contained in references in: "Robert Steinhauer", Acta Viet oriana, 10,7
(1886/87), pp. 17-18; Rev. H.T.F, "An Indian Graduate", Missionary Outlook, July 1906, pp. 155-156; Margaret
Stewart, "Indian Receives D.O. Degree, Onward, October 10, 1937; C.B. Sissons, A History of Victoria University
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1952), p 32.



Christian minister, and as a university graduate, Robert simply had to petition the

29Thecollege magazine, Acta Victoriana, 10,1(1886/87), p. 15, mentions that during the visit "Bob" visited: " ...
most of the important towns and cities between Montreal and Sarnia. He was well received everywhere, but no place
more heartily than in Cobourg, where he is best known. He delighted the people with his singing and speaking."
30 "Missionary Meeting", Toronto Mail, September 8, 1886.
31 R.B. Steinhauer, "The Indian Question", Acta Victoriana, 9,6 (March 1886), pp. 5-6.
32 Saddle Lake. Enfranchisement. Rev. RB. Steinhauer and Rev. E.R. Steinhauer, RG. 10, vol. 7215, Interum Box
93, file 8U8-2. National Archives of Canada
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For Robert there were immediate advantages. Thanks to the fact that he had become a citizen heA

would not have to tolerate the colonial attitudes of the Indian Agents. His great nephew, Ralph

33 John L. Tobias, "Protection, Civilization, Assimilation: An Outline History of Canada's Indian Policy", in
As Long as the Sun Shines and Water Flows. A Reader in Canadian Native Studies, ed. Ian A.L. Getty and
Antoine S. Lussier (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1983), p.49.
34 Saddle Lake. Enfranchisement. Rev. R.B. Steinhauer and Rev. E.R. Steinhauer, R.G. [9, vol. 7215, Interum Box
93, file 8118-2.National Archives of Canada.
3S Ralph Steinhauer is the source of this information, reported in Mary B. Mark, "A Man for the Times", Heritage
Magazine, July-August 1974, p. 2.
36 "Link with Early Edmonton, Mrs. RB. Steinhauer Dies", Edmonton Journal January 14, 1953
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consequence he tends to become shiftless and vagrant. "42

37 Robert Steinhauer's missionary postings (before 1900) appear in Rev. George H. Cornish, Cyclopaedia of
Methodism in Canada, vol. 2 (Toronto: Methodist Book and Publishing House, 1903), p. 278; for his postings
after 1900, see: his service record in the biographical file for Robert Bird Steinhauer, United Church Archives,
Toronto.
38 M.C. Urquhart and K.A.H. Buckley, eds. Historical Statistics of Canada (Toronto: The Macmillan Company of
Canada, 1965), p. 14. See: Series A2-14. Population of Canada, by province, census dates, 1851to 1961.
39 Robert Steinhauer, Letter dated Edmonton, June 11,1906, Missionary Bulletin, 3(1905/06), p. 839; also Robert
Stinhauer, latter dated White Fish Lake, April 30, 1908, Missionary Bulletin, 5 (1907/08), p. 207.
40 P. E. Breton, o.m.i., Hobbema. Une florissante mission indienne de I'Ouest(Edmonton: Editions de I'Ermitage,
1962), p. 35.
41 Hugh A. Dempsey, "Role of Native Cultures in Western History: An Alberta Focus", in John W. Friesen, ed.
The Cultural Maze. Complex Ouestions on Native Destiny in Western Canada(Calgary: Detselig, 1991), p. 43.
42 Archibald Oswald MacRae, History of the Province of Alberta (n.p.p.: The Western Canada History Co., 1912),P
430.



43 Clifford Sifton, Debates, 1904, cols. 6946-56, 18 July 1904; see also 1903, cols. 7260-61, 23 July 1903; quoted in
DJ. Hall, "Clifford Sifton and Canadian Indian Administration 1896-1905", Prairie Forum, 2,2 (1977), reprinted in
Ian A.L. Getty and Antoine S. Lussier, eds. As Longas the Sun Shines and Water Flows.A Reader in Canadian
Native Studies (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1983), p. 126.
44 Alexander Sutherland, "The Indian Problem", The Missionary Outlook, June and July 1904, footnote on p. 126;
cited in James Ernest Nix, "John Maclean's Mission to the Blood Indians 1880-1889", M.A. thesis, Faculty of
Religious Studies, McGill University, 1977, p. 228.
OSee, for example, the list provided in the Annual Report of the Methodist Missionary Society, 1903/04, p. lix.
46 Uta Hildamarie Fox, "The Failure of the Red Deer Industrial School" (M.A. thesis, University of Calgary, 1993),
p.42.



the country. "51

47 Red Deer Industrial School Admission and Discharge 1893-1916,United Church! Alberta and Northwest
Conference 79.268/162, Provincial Archives of Alberta. My thanks to Uta Fox for pointing out this source.
48 "In Memoriam. James Arthur Steinhauer 1882-1969. Remembered with Love by Relatives and Friends", p.2.
4~ Arthur Barner to Alexander Sutherland, dated Red Deer, December 19, 1908, Sutherland papers, Prairie Provinces,
Red Deer Industrial Institute, 1908, Box 7, file 133, Acc. 78.0926. United Church Archives, Toronto. See also the
letter of Arthur Barner to Alexander Sutherland, dated Red Deer, February 26, 1910,Box 7, file 135.
so Fox, "Red Deer", p.90. In 1911Robert and Charlotte Steinhauer named their newly-born youngest son, Arthur
Barner Steinhauer, in honour of their friend.
SI Robert Steinhauer quoted in, "Voices from Mission Fields", Toronto Globe, January 19, 1903; reprinted in the
Chrsitian Guardian, January 21, 1903, p. 29.



52 Red Deer Industrial School Admission and Discharge 1893-1916.All the children's birth dates appear in a list in
Robert's diary, on page 162 in the ledger book, microfilm copy, DIARY--GLENBOW.
53 Interview with Ruby Erasmus, Vilna, Alberta, Ocxtober 20, 1996
54 See the diary entries of August 16, 1927; and August 14, 1928, DIARY--GLENBOW. For a summaryu of the
limitations of Alberta Indian Residential Schools in the mid-twentieth century, see Linda R. Bull, "Inidan
Residential Schooling: The Native Perspective", Canadian Journal of Native Education, 18 (1991), Supplement, pp.
1-63.
55 Charles Stewart, quoted in "Indian Residential School at St. Albert is Formally Opened", Edmonton Journal.
October 24, 1924
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56 Interview with Lany Steinhauer, Saddle Lake, Alberta, January 8, 1998
57 Interview with Melvin Steinhauer, Saddle Lake, Alberta, January 8, 1998. For a very complete summary of
PlainsCree religious beliefs see Verne Dusenbeny, The Montana Cree. A Study in Religious Persistence (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1998. Originally published in 1962).
58 Robert Steinhauer, Letter dated White Fish Lake, February 2,1904, Missionary Bulletin, 1(1903/04), p. 409.
59 Rev. A. R. Albridge to Alexander Sutherland, dated Vermilion, Alberta, February 25, 1908, Incoming Sutherland
Correspondence, 78.092C, Box 6, file lI8. United Church Archives, Toronto.
60 Neil Semple, The Lord's Dominion. The History of Canadian Methodism (Montreal: McGill-Queen's University
Press, 1996), p. 290.



61 Rev. A.R. Aldridge to Alexander Sutherland, dated Breage, Vermilion C.N.R., Alberta, February 27,1906,
Incoming Sutherland Correspondence, 78.092C Box 5, file 125. United Church Archives, Toronto. The Steinhauers
lost their son Richard Bazter on January 24, 1906; and another son, Robert Bird, October 2, 1907. Both were not
yet one year old. DIARY--GLENBOW.
62 Robert Steinhauer to Alexander Sutherland, dated White Fish Lake, February 15, 1909, Incoming Correspondence,
78.092C, Box 6, file 126, United Church Archives, Toronto.
63 Chief (lieut.) F.O. Loft, "The Indian Problem", Women's Century, 9 (November 1921),p. 6.
6. Donald B. Smith, "Fred Loft", in Frederick E. Hoxie, ed. Encyclopedia of North American Indians (Boston:
Houghton Miftlin Company, 1996), pp. 344-345.
61 "League ofIndians of Canada Are in Conclave", Edmonton Journal, June 29, 1922.
66 Stan Cuthand, "The Native Peoplles of the Prairie Provinces in the 1920's and 1930's", in Ian A.L. Getty and
Donald B. Smith, eds. One Century Later. Western Canadian Reserve Indians since Treaty 7(Vanmcouver:
University of British Columbia Press, 1978), p. 33.
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complete t~eir centenary celebrations by offering him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. "For as

your father was one of the first students a hundred years ago you will be one of the first

61 Charles Lamoureux, "Saddle Lake Reserve", in Anon. Dreams become Realities. A History of Lafond and
Surrounding Area (Edmonton:Co-op Pres Ltd. 1981), p. 145 .
68 Interview with Ruby Erasmus, Vilna, Alberta, October 20, 1996.
69 Cree HymnBook. Revised and Enlarged by Rev. Robert R Steinhauer. RA. and Rev. Egerton R. Steinhauer
(Toronto: Methodist Mission Rooms, 1920).
10 Rev. A.R. Aldridge to Alexander Sutherland, dated Breage, Vermilion C.N.R., Febraury 27, 1906, Incoming
Sutherland Corrspondence, 78.092C Box 5, file 125, United Church Archives, Toronto.
11 Richard Davidson, dated Emmanuel College, March 4,1937, Robert Steinhauer Papers, M1174, folder 3. Glenbow
Archives, Calgary.
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affiliated with the University of Toronto, and relocated from Cobourg to Toronto. He was the

Robert died four years after he obtained his honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity. Four

hundred First tation parishioners and Non-Native neighbours and friends attended the funeral at

Saddle Lake of the beloved First Nations missionary.

72 "Indian Cleric is Applauded", Globe and Mail, April 28, 1937
73 Norman and Sarah Marsden to Robert B. Steinhauer, dated Roseneath, Arpil 21, 1939, Robert Steinhauer papers,
Ml174. Glenbow Archives (mention of the Alderville visit); "Indian Visitor from West Visits Relatives at Rama",
Orillia Packet and Times, May 6, 1937
74 My sincere thanks to Hugh Dempsey for sharing this text with me.



article he recalled his great-uncle Robert, who had been a very important influence on him in his
C~

youth. The depth of Robert's-religious commitment is apparent in the story Ralph Steinhauer
/\

chose to tell.



"Which would have been the greater sin, Uncle Robert", Ralph protested, "to miss church, or to

kill a poor dumb beast by trying to get home Saturday night?"

"Bad planning," replied Uncle Robert, "you don't need to starve your family or kill your horses.

You just need to plan better and keep the Lord's day in mind!"

The Steinhauer brothers followed closely in their father's footsteps. They lived in a more

difficult period for Native people, however, one of domination by the Non-Native majority.

During their ministries Native culture in Canada could not be retained and pursued within the

dominant Non-Native culture and society. Cultural pluralism only became acceptable in Canada

in 1970s and 1980s. The great achievement for First Nations people-- official recognition of

Aboriginal Rights in the new Canadian constitution of 1982-- has contributed to a host of

advances in the law for Aboriginal people.

~ne of the great fighters for Aboriginal Rights was Eugene Steinhauer of Saddle Lake, a

great-nephew of Egerton and Robert Steinhauer, a great-grandson of Henry B. Steinhauer. As

President of the Indian Association of Alberta in the early 1980s he led delegations of First

Nation leaders to London, England, demanding that the Aboriginal peoples of Canada and their

rights be recognized in a new constitution. 76 Henry B. Steinhauer, and his descendants, have

made extraordinary contributions to Alberta.
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