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Well-known citi£~:: of high school there. He went

Cobourg Col. Gordon King on to Victoria College at
will retire from the the University of Toronto
principalship of CDCI West taking an honor course in
in June, the end of this Latin and Greek. He
school year. ,graduated with the gold

Col. King was born in medal for his studies in his
Uxbridge, Ontario and final year.
attended public school and From university, Mr.

King enrolled at the On'"
tario College of Education,
and graduated in the year
1935-36. ' '
, "J obs were scarce, in
those days," he said,'?' so
when there was an op-
portunity to come to
C;obourg, I took it." ,

"I joined the militia; the
22nd Medium Battery, my
first year.'in ,town,'? said
Col. King, "'and when if
was mobilized in July 1940,
I left the school and was ".
with the army for six years .;
and one 'week overseas.'" ,

Mr'.' Kirig-' became, bat- ,"
tery commander and"; a ' ;~
major during his service""

,overseas ~'and stayed· 'on;, .
with, . the' ,occupational ;':
forces after the war had'·\
ended~'~ He' returned to ,\:
Cobourg in February 1946\'
and became CO of the 33rd' .~;'~
Medium'· Regiment:,., of)
Cobourg:" " ,':- ..,c~:'.'.'
. In 1953, he 'became
principal of Cobourg Distr-'
ict Collegiate. There was
just the one high school at
that time. ' "

"I've seen five additions
and the building of a new
school' since I've been
here," said Col. King who

,superv.ised both the East
and West Collegiates for
three years from 1960-63.'

(' , ,

I "When'I first came here '
there were 200-300students'

'\ and the town' was a lot~)
smaller. You kne'V/:

i everybody when' the.,

\
population was 5,000. Now
of course, it's doubled and t:~

I there are 4,000 to 5,000,.
people ,on the, town's:'

,borders in' 'Hamilton
: Township." ' "

During' his years of
teaching at CDCI West,
Col. King taught Latin,
ancient history, English,'
guidance and coached, a',
few rugby teams.

The Colonel has noticed,
as a major change in the
educational system, "the
change from quite a rigid
system of courses to now a '
much· grea ter ' , per7
missiveness in the choice
and content of them.~' ..
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,b1l~ . ',"1 COJ. Gordo~ Ki~~,'at hi's CDCI West office desk
'East "~.'.'~ ,'~ ; t.,~;. .'"". ',: .......f ",

~ . ,"s for "I do~'r' know if it's But,-I'm not the one who's of session at St. Andrew's
,0-63. getting !>f~tter/' he said, going to do that." Church until last year. He
here "but it'~. ~ett!ng br~der., The Col. 'is nQw looking is now roll clerk for the

dents' When'I .• fll".St,:,came. here. forward to another cruise,' parish ..
a lot- there., was -:a·, good per-. this .time in the Baltic, in" '1 . . " .
knew'; centage~f. Grade 8's who' the' latter part - of the Co. Kmg is an .act~ve
. the . never\~rne to sec,o?dary . summer with his wife. me":lber. of. the Can~dian
Now" schoo~~!~ow. ther~, is far, "I enjoy curling, but I LegiOn and perm~nent

:d and '.~more,cC?pportumty·,.:, for . haven't"nad the time for it secretary., of the' 47th
. (-.peOple t¢ get a. secondary during the last few years. I Bat t t:: r y. Ben e vol e n t
5,0<!0::educatioh."i'L· -;;,·':,'·r',.,' hope to be able to do it ASSOCiation. He was

o~n s .' ."Pupi\-wise, I .don't see when I get' my feet free se<:retary-tre~surer ,of
rulton much-of.a dIfference from under the desk." Qumte RegI.on. Head-

between' students today The Col. also enjoys, masters Association.'
and thei1- But,' I do:notice a . rea~ing. and has be~n v~ry : . Col King married G~ace
difference in dress." . active m commumty -hfe. Mitchell of Cobourg and

Col King pointed.outthe At present, he is engaged they have a daughter,
students~ of .the 30's; the' in writing a history of Carol, who has been in
boys in.fti~s,and. collars; Cobourg's 50-year-old Sydney, Australia as a
the girJp' '~n: skirts. and . Rotary Club. He is always· nurse for the last four

oticed, sw.eaters.,;;::~~i/ '... "on the lookout for in- years. She was home for
in the "Now~,there is a' great. formation which' con- Christmas this year. ,
, "the. va.riety,r-: h~, s~id .. "T~at . tributes to the history of
a rigid might be:· an'_ mterestmg : the collegiate. Asked what his plans for
, now a tope of· research; whether. He sat. on the', arena. the future are, Col. Kin

per- the sloPVines.s of dress has;" board for over 5 years, "joked? "I suppose 1'11 be
choice anything to",do", with. the 1 served on the library board my Wife's command pre
1.~' '" . ,d,~~?~,I~(~~}~5~~~.~~~;~~I~" f~.r.l~ ye~r.s and/w~s cl,~r~ : W~",ll." ,'. j', .
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