


oun ADOHIGINAL nOOT3
Ten!1 ot: thou~n.nd~ ot: years ago our aboriginal peoplo mir,rnted
n.r.rO!1:tthn Innd bridgo ovor the Bering Sea to occuPY tho erN! t
continentn ot: North and South Amorica. This migration prl')cfJ(ldod
!llowly down the w"}sf:Corlst, establishing coastal tribes nlor1(!
tho way. The continuoun mountain rang~s discouraged any nttnmpt
to lonvn the fr:tondly cOl'lstnlwntors for the interior. It woulrt
hnv~ h~on t:ool.ishto look beyond the mountains in any caso. Tho
p,t·~n.t :f.ntoriorof the North Am~rican continent was covered hy
!HlcC99s1ve gla.cil3rs.

lTn v:tnp.ron.chod Mexico And Centr.1l1 America, the c lima te was
mtlr;hwn.rmer and thore wpre no ice :fields in the intorior. Our
nnco9tors prcc~e~ed inland and early civilizations of Incas,
Mn.ynn~, and A~tor;~ were ~stahlished. There were, however, amone
(lur people thono who wero nomadic and lived by huntine. An the
In::;tgrnn.t ffln.c:l.orslowly receded, the larger nnimals, m'H~todons,
hpnr, moose, e.1I~, I3tc. wore hunted by our nomadic ance~tors. As
the llnim"l!J movon northward ['ollowing the receding glacior, the
Great Pln.ins And the larger river valleys becamo home to our
£~r dintn.nt rolative!1. One o:f the greatest tribes o:f tho~n
hunter!" wns the Ojibways. O:f these, the Mississag2Cs bec~me
f!!r:tptJcin.l1ynumerous and ARsressive, so that their "tot~m", tile
crR n") or ffr.enf:Blue Heron, wa.s a t"amiliar hieroglyph on our for")!]t
troos.

Th~ Mis~is!H\u,p established themflelves as a tribe alonR thn north
shore o:f Lake Huron and the northern reaches of' Georgian Bay.

The wllrrinR Iroquois had crossed Lake Ontario and by tho mid-
~ixf:"eJ1hunorod (1650's) had all but wiped out the Huron sn.ttle-
mnnts. It wAS At this time that the MississauRas left thoir
tr;toitionAl homAlnnd and pursued the Iroquois alonR the Sevorn
to L"I<:fJ Simc(l~ n.nd then along the Kawartha chain o:f lakes to the
verv mouth of" the Otonaboo rtiver. NumelJous battles wero fOl1~ht
AlonR tho wily ;t110eAch time the MississauRa provniled. Nor,;f:l
do~porn.t", t:i~llf;jnRthoro was, and the battlefields worn ntil1
clol'1rly tracoablo whoil English pioneers :first broke ground.

ThtJ Mienissf.\u(F'were poetic in their names. One chiet"s' nnme
si~ntf:ted "Ho who mrlkes t"ootstep in the sky"; another ,.,an
WAwAnosh, "He who nmhleR the water'. The Rev. Peter Jones, who
W:lS letter to plfly fln important part in our ~mn1odiato history,
wn..!'tthe ~rl1nd.'1onot: Wauhuno, "The Morning Light". Words such
n.s (lmomoo, "tho wild pigeon" and Otonabee, "Mouth Water" nre
Mlssissn.URA names.

Tho steAdy inGur~ion ot: the white mnn along the northorn shor9
of L:lke On tAr:t0 rn suI t ed in the t"irst of a series o:f tron.ti('s
thflt R~riou.!'tlyt"ff~cted our woodlAnd WAyS. The first trnnty
:in tJd!'t ".ren."m~ known as TreAtv # 20 and was signed on the
Pit:th dny of Nov~mbor, 1818 at Port Hope at the mouth of the



G:1tl"r,.~I~:1 fllvrq·'. TI; W:1~ hotwef'n t.he rron~ WilliaJn Cl<lur.o,
P"put:y ~)"P(lJ'f.lll:fllld0nt-nflIJOr:'\1 of Indian At':fnirs on bohn 1 f
of Hi!'! rf;'Jn!1f:y of tho OlIO part: :\nd 13uckqu;Jquot, Chief' or th0
r::n~l" TrJhn: 1'.hldJdnso, Chief' of' the Reindeer Tribe: PGto,<:h,
Chlof of 1:11(>Cr':1J1"lTr:tbo: Cah6n.hJdshinse, Chief' of' the Pj){O

Tr 1ho: C:lIJ~:1~t", ..dn, of t1-l" Snake 'Tribe; and Pininso, of' tho
Whll:oO:1ltn Trlho, princlpal men of' Chippowa nation of' Indi(1)J[J
lnhabiU.ne Uln hor;k pnrf:n of' the Newc8stle district, of' the
r.d;h('r rnrt. 1'110 l:lnrl ~o noscribod in this treaty wa!J 90m<)-
'''lml: OV0r 0110 m1.11100, nJl10 hundred thousand, acres (1,900,000
"cro.~) for. n nolJlomf)l1l: of 7J~9 in Boods. Thin paympnt W;'\!1to
}'o ton dollnr!1 (:::;panlah) in gOOd9 annually to oaoh man, 'vOnl:ln
:lno child alivo <1.1:tho timo of' the sale~



01lr imrnodiatn forof":\thorn were now living along the BC\y of'
~lIinto :'\nd tho shore1.ine t:owllrd Kingston. In 1824 the firs!:
!1'!!1sion of thn C."ttl:'\dn Confor~nce oC the Methodist Episcopii11
Church WC\~hold :in H:'\llownl (Picton) ami William Case w:t!'l
trnn~f"rred f"rnm Uppor C::tJ1:ldADistrict to Bay of Quinte ;t:l
Proninin~ r:ldor. It W::\!lElder Case who soon became involvr:-d
with InrJi.nn mi!l,rdol1 worl<:. By 1826 Elder Case, I'\bly assi!.lted
~v f'E' t or ,Tonr}~, whom h'3 had beCriended earlier a t a Methon i!l t
c~mp mont:tn~ :It I\nCCl!ltor in 182J, had begun the converni.on of
m,ny Inoinn!l nround tho B~}" oC Quinte. It was felt by tho
r-r", thod J!'I f:!l tlm t: moro Renarou!l support from benevolent peopJ.~
,<] nd groups eOl) lei ho oh 1::;1 in'Jo for their mission if.' a long- t orm
Inns'" could b,. fll."'ldn {"or ~ perm'-:lnent site. Tho Methodists
Ion ~od Orn p,=, I!lln nei :lnd tlH" adjncent Sawguin Island Crom f:h~
Tndtnn!l {'or th'1 Tndinnt;. The treaty oC 1818 had not included
:r~lnnds in tho Dny of Quinte, and this was how the Indian owner-
!lhJp wn.'l n!'lt"hr:t~hgd. Although these islands werg not orric-
f",lly lonsed un!:il October 16, 1826 ~ome oC the Missism\lJ~n!l
mov('ei onto Grnp9 T1snnd thllt; Call and spent their C:trst wintor
in b"'rJ<: ",iRw~ms.

Tn lA:'.7 tho tn.,.in !Jettlemont oC Grape Isl#1nd took place. Pot~r
.Ton9n ~rrtven In M:'lY-nnd stayed Cor twelve d<tys. He lod in
!':(!"ver:l1 serv{c'3~ of' worship at that timt;J the tribe WRS Iivinrr
on Grn.p'" J:i1:'lnd :tnu numherod one hundred and thirty (lJO).
F;ld",r C:t!'lf""durln~ I:h13 ~;:lmo period conductnd Holy Communion ["or
:'thouf: nfnety :ldult!'l (90). The T!Jland was a busy place; rand
w:t (l h~ inp, hrol<~l1 "no pln n t nd ami buildings begun. We know t h:l t
hy ,July, :l !1r.hnol anrJ mo~t1.ng place 25' x JO' h#1d been compl~ted.
n.,Cora w.lntfJr:l mn'"t.tl p:lrsonage Imd been argcted and ten Jeff
hnm~(l t,.-nr~ cnmpJ,.l::nd for thl! Indians. Instruction in fn.rmln{3
'''.'!l Riv~n hy (l n.ich:lrd Philps. A team ot: exen and three cows
m:ldo up the I1vnotocJ<:.

Tn l8~8, Rldor Casa "nd Peter Jon"s were both on the ialnnd
I'\nd it np.nmed :l!'l though tho Mission WRS flourishing. In n two
",,,('It pl)riori of f:ln t yon.r the workm.1.nship oC the Indians hnd
mnnuft1ch,r~d 17;' n.xe hnnd1f>s :lnd 415 broom~. In spito 01 this
rnpid proffro!'lf' thore wa!'l not onou/Sh combined acroage on Grnpe
nnd S"",~ujn Tolnndn to support a growing a8ricultur~1 community".
A d"put::-lf::lon of ~om'? or t11", recent converts, John Sund:'ly, John
:.tmp!lon, t,tllt:11ll n.":lvor, •.Ttlcoh ShippeR3.w and John Pip,eon,
:tr.comp:'1u{'!d Pp'f.;~r .Tonon 1\:1 int"rprater, and met with Indinn
ARnnt, Colonol Gtvnns in York. (Toronto) This dgtermined Rroup
Ctr m"'n, f:hrolJ~h I:ht}ir Chiof', 1111'\00 a strong case Cor mora Innrt,
nnrJ tn p:,rticul:,r f131<:odthat the claims on Big Island h" c1:,rifiqd.



At fir~ tit r:of'111fJdn!'l tllOuRh they were going to be heard. Tho
f"0t1ow1t1~ dny Pnf:or .TOJ1'}!Jwas callod to the Attorney-Gen('r~.l'.'1
o rCleo n r Dr. ~ f:rn cllCP-11n.J1d informed tha t Unle s 13 they ronouncod
tho tr Mef;hod i!J t In~dor[lh:lp they could not expec t governmonl:
hn-lp. Thn}' ,.,,,rn told they must corne under the Churr::h of' I~n(;lnnd,
of wldr::h Dr. Str:1.c1mn W;'l.fl::\ st~unch supporter. In reply to this
"/t::irrnf:urn ~TollT1Sl.md:1.Y !:l:1.:td: "We have heretofore made out to
Jivo f"rClrt! ye:J.t· to yn;'lr~vlJn whon we were !Jinners, and shn.ll not
till'" nrn"t Sp:lrif: whom WI} now serve take care of us and proservo
U~ from nl1 h:-lrm7" Thoy returned to Grape Island undauntod and
I:h" Hinfl./ol1 :'\nd tho !Jehool there continued to Rrow.

Wil1irun ense ~POl1t petrt of' the year oE 1828 in the United St:J.tes
I:\nr1 on1.tnf:ed ."Uh!1CTJpt:lonfl hi aid the Grape Island MisrJ!on. ,.Tohn
SunrJ"y nnd Pet"r .Tanon Joined him in New York and althoup,h J0hn
SlJl1d:'\y r:pol{(~ :f n I;})n OJ ibwny or Chippewa language, he movod tho
l:,\rn'" n11r110I1cn• ~fueh material was donated, as example, enou~h
f::Ic1dnfS wns provided 1:0 m:"\I<eup twenty straw bed!) bacJ< homo <:\t
tho r-H!'Ir-don. Two Indy ml!Jsionary teachers returned wi th novo
lHll::f.nm cnso. rH[1!:l [o;lJ7:n narnea and Miss Hester Ann Hubh::trd.
M:lr1~ JJllhb;'lrri rn:,\n-l"rt W:lliinm Case and settled on Grnpe T~I:1.nd.
:'he dion ~.t1 n:1.rlv dr:mt:h nnd William CaSfJ then took Eli~R fl:'\r-lln[1
nn h:ln ~oconrl wi rn. It is she who is in the picture hFlnnin,e;; in
the Aldrrvil10 Church.

John SunrJl1Y and fnf;or JOllfJS travelled Ear aEield and wn3 fJuick
to t,.,11 other ~nth(lrinp:n of tho success of thfl Grape I~Jflnd
Hf.r:nion. It W:1.~on 1:1lf~!:leJourneys and especially to tho nJco
1,."k') Inrl:lnnrt (lfl:1.,..•~th:l) thF\t he become Eamiliar with tho t:erri-
t:nry ;:\rnllnd tho nlclJ Lnhn area. At that time, nlso, Willj~m
Cn~o h~cnme ~l1pnrint:~ndent of Indian Missions and was of"rielally
tJl:l(}rl Pov. \"llll:ltll Cnso. He had now sottled on Grape Islnnd
;'Inri h"ri 1:110 .Inrl-fnn!'l bUrly plnnting Rnd harvesting crop.9. Thilt
}''''nr ,,10110, U,,'y r;row JOO hlJshel of" potRtoes. Somo interer:I;Jnp.
populntiofl fi~ur~~ _~re niven for the thriving MisAion on Grape
T!'Iln nd.

T1l:!l1'Jv.illo Ind:l:1t1!l /.5 fnm:l1ies, totaling 116 membor3 an'; Kint<-
.~ton Ind1nns ?O fnmJliE'lJ, totaling 92 members. Thus Grapo
T~land now h:'\rJ "5 (nm:l.11.os and 208 Indi"'ns. Thoy wero rscoivinp-
t?, )/.0.00 of" nOOfh :1.11nu:111y as payment Eor the surrender of'
~h".tr J:1t1(19 1:0 thn Crown. It waR obv~.ous the Mission W:J.8

thrtv:l.tw. Th~r" ,,,,?,oo n total of f"ive white worJ<ors nf: the?
rU.'l[11on. BO!'lJdo!J Pav. 1\nrJ Hrp. Case, there was Mr. I1ohin~on,
hl:1.r.I(~mtf:h: Tl101f1:-l!Jnnle, tel'\ch'Jr; and Nancy BrinJ<, teacher.
nr:'\po T."l"no Ml~!"lJon hnrJ now 2J whitewashed dwellIng!'!, :1 eh:lpel
:'\ [1r.hoolhfJlI!J~, n honptf:1\l, n Boneral store-house, bl:\ck!"lm:lth,
shop nnrf n f:rndo!1 huilding.



A- A In iC -tv.(" (oJ-os) fly 6

Tn l13J1 f'ntnr ,Tnllnr: npnnt tho year in England and novo Casn <.lS

~ur-nrlnl:ntldnn" 1,omr:cnllod nw1l.Y to othor M:lssions. It wn!J nt
f:h 1.:1 t Imn 1;I1"r'''' w~ro t'\ d:laturbingly high number of' chilurol1
rlyftlR. TI: 1.'1 hnlif"!vnd IIlnngles £1.nd whooping cough were tW0 01
1:11('C:lll:1nr: or 1:11"r:n pr.",l11nture doaths. For this rpason and h,,-
~ntl!1n ,'10111"pf 1:110 lnllf7,!1toll Indians had gone bacJ< to thn:lr O\-lll
(,flchnntnrl Innd.'1 1:11(' tLf.!Jnlon W:J.S losing membership. P:trt 01 ('1J1)

pr'ohlnm 1ll:1)' 1nv'? \1fl"n oln IInving their f'arm lands sCF.ltternd n"Jnr
nr:1pn, S:"'lWp,l1"lll,(io0!Jt), Huff' ond Everett Islands. By l8JJ thnir
popllJnf:.lon W:1.~dOI"'l 1:0 ~l. This decrease in population 'oIn.!"'l
l:rOl.lhl('!"lomn hut the !1FlIl19d€'croo!Je was noted in other Mi!Jsions,
:'\!J w"lJ. Tho follnw1nf{ ynnrs the population at Grape I!J.l:'l.l1d
wn!1 {;5. Tn 10J5 ,101m SlInon.y was appointod as Missionary ror
Gr'np" T~l::tnd. 1I1I:hoUffh th('re. was no increase with novo John
~\I11dn.y n!;l r-Hf'r:ioll:lry, at If'a!Jt there wa!J no f'urthor decline.
Tn V3J<1, :"'It I:hn :1nnunl Jlfothodist conf'eronce in nellevil10 it
I":lr: dnc.ldod 1:0 .Join the Tlico J..••."l}{e Mis!Jion and Grape Islanrl
~H'<l!JJon :l.nto ono p~!1l:or:'\l chnr,~e. nRther th1\n hnve th(' onl?
dn y ~nlvn 1 bo I:wn"n tho bolO r-fi19sions and a.lso to make morn In nd
-"v:lLlnhln to l:h" nr~po I!Jlnnd Mission it was decided to movn
I:hn Gr:'\p" I~Jnnd r-f1!:'~ion ':0 ,. new settlement on the ,qol.llh nhoro
of n~r" Ln.I{". n"v. \Yilli.nm Caso was to return to ass!!:; I: in
tld!1 movl1. ,Jr)hn .'Jund",y wan also to aasint but apparontly wn!J
no!: nhlfl 1:0 (!ivo milch n~s:tsf:1\nce. This llVly be becau!'le ::l!1 n
rl.1.!l!Jionn.·y, II" tt'''volled (\ (?roat deal. In 1837, one hundrf:?d
nnd fifl:y yonr'1 np,fJ, 1<100 ncro!J wrtn assigned to the IndJ.r\l1!l of
':11" Grnp" T."Jlnnd JI.1.~g<Jion.1.n the Township of' Jtlnwick. nnv.
Wlilinrn :"'lIHil'frr:. Cn!J'l (r;1.f.7.(\ Brtrnes) came to reside with thom
nnn romnlnod lInt:l.l I:hoir do(\thR •

.'Jlx vonr1 Intnr, novo William CRae describes the Aldervillo
cr)rnrnun:U:y R!J .faLl OW!2'! "Tho number of' fami1i08 settled harl)

n,-o "1'0111: 1'0, nnrl contain" populntion of' 200 Bouls. Th"y
'"'rcl1py n plol: of ;600 ac.-ng Ilssign~d them by Sir John Colbourno,
~lIrvt'!vnrl :1111:0101-.'1 of '::;0 ncrflS each on which are erected J{;
cC'rnforl:nh111 dwnJIJng hou~os. Those arfl situated on eithor
!:lir-tl? of f:hn nIT""t n m110 and h"lf' in length, with Chnpl?l,
rr'lr.!lonnp,n and ~clloo.1 room." :in the centre. Thoy also hnve
/100 f\crO!1 cln:1.rnd hy tho.lr own h~nds and under cu1tivati.on."
Tho Mnnnn.1 T.Ahpllr :::chool which stood beside the Church W;"\f' n.
c",n':ro whnro thn Ri.rl~ woro taught reading, writing, £'\rithrnof:ic
nnd fStlop,rnphy ~lnnp. with 1l0uBo-keepinB, spinning, needlo work
n nrl fin .lry. Th" l"oy!J Wnro 1:0u~h t the same acadomic suhj P-Ct!;1
plll.'1 Ennllr:h nt'f\lTlfI10r. On the model f'nrm provided the boy~
.1tl:lrnnrl, chopp:lng, plo\l~hin6, harvesting and the Ctll1e 01 cntt:le.
Tld.!l wn!:' ~ur,..ly 011" of tho {,irst if' not the f'irst I'1RricllJ.!:lJ.t·nl
!"chool in tJpP"'r (;nlnd". Tf' the meano to support tho school lVld
hnon for·th- corn{nn 11: would ~ep-m 1t could have doubled it!:;' ell-
rf'Jmont. How do '''f"! oxpln.in its future lack of success?
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