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oun ADOHIGINAI n0QT3

Ten!l ot: thou~n.nd~ ot: years ago our aboriginal peoplo mir,rnted
n.r.rO!1thn Innd bridgo ovor the Bering Sea to occuPY tho erN! t
continentn ot: North and South Amorica. This migration pril*)cfJ(ldod
"Hlowly down the w"}sf:Corlst, establishing coastal tribes nlorl(!

tho way. The continuoun mountain rang~s discouraged any nttnmpt

to lonvn the fr:tondly cOl"Istnlwntors for the interior. It woulrt
hnv~ h~on t:ool.ishto look beyond the mountains in any caso. Tho
p,t-~b.:f_ntoriorof the North Am~rican continent was covered hy
THIcC99slve gla.cil3rs.

ITn vitnp.ron.chod Mexico And Centr.11 America, the climate was
melr;lwn.rmer and thore wpre no ice :fields in the intorior. Our

nnco9tors prcc~e~ed inland and early civilizations of Incas,

Mn.ynn~, and A~tor;~ were -~stahlished. There were, however, amone
(lur people thono who wero nomadic and lived by huntine. An the

In::;grnn.t ffin.c:1.elowly receded, the larger nnimals, m"H~todons,
hpnr, moose, e.1ll—-, I3tc. wore hunted by our nomadic ance~tors. As

the I1Inin"1!'J movon northward [“ollowing the receding glacior, the
Great PIn.ins And the larger river valleys becamo home to our
£~r dintn.nt rolative!l. One o:fthe greatest tribes o:ftho~n
hunter!" wns the Ojibways. O:f these, the Mississag2Cs bec~me
fllr:tptidcinnlmerous and ARsressive, so that their ™"tot-m", tile

crRn") or fTfr.eh:Blue Heron, wa.sa t"amiliar hieroglyph on our fTor™)H
troos.

Th~ Mis~is!H\u,p established themflelves as a tribe alonR thn north
shore o:flLake Huron and the northern reaches of" Georgian Bay.

The wllrrinR lroquois had crossed Lake Ontario and by tho mid-
~ixf:"edlhunorod (1650°"s) had all but wiped out the Huron sn.ttle-
mnnts. It wWAS At this time that the MississauRas left thoir
tr;toitionAl homAlnnd and pursued the Iroquois alonR the Sevorn
to Li<f3 Simc(l~ n.nd then along the Kawartha chain o:flakes to the
verv mouth of" the Otonaboo rtiver. NumelJous battles wero TOll~ht
AlonR tho wily ;tl110Ach time the MississauRa provniled. Nor, ; F:1
do~porn.t", t:i~11f;jnRhoro was, and the battlefields worn ntill
clol"lrlytracoablo whoil English pioneers :first broke ground.

ThtJ MienissT.\u(Fwere poetic in their names. One chiet's" nnme
si~ntf:ted "Ho who mrlkes t"ootstep in the sky"; another ,.,an
WAwAnosh, "He who nmhleR the water”®. The Rev. Peter Jones,
w:=1s letter to plfly fIn important part 1in our -~mnlodiato history,
wn.."te ~rllnd."lomt: Wauhuno, *The Morning Light". Words such

n.s (Imomoo, "tho wild pigeon" and Otonabee, "Mouth Water" nre
MIssissn.URA names.

who

Tho steAdy inGur~ion ot: the white mnn along the northorn shor9
of L:lke OntAr:®© rnsul ted in the t"irst of a series o:ftronti('s
thflt R~riou.!"tiy"ff~cted our woodlAnd WAyS. The first trnnty
:intdd't ".ren."m~ known as TreAtv # 20 and was signed on the
Pit:th dny of Nov-mbor, 1818 at Port Hope at the mouth of the
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Oanaranka NMlver, TE wnn bntween the [on. William Clauso,
Deputy Suporintandent-Goneral of Indian Affairs on behnlf

of Hia MaJoalty of the onur part; and Buckquaquot, Chief of the
Fagle Triha; I’lahikinse, Chief of the Reilndeer Tribe; Patosh,
Chlef of the Crana Trilbe; Cahgahkishinse, Chief of the FPike
Triba; Cahpgnpewin, of the Snake ‘Tribe; and Pininse, of thao
Whiteoake Trilbe, princlpal men of Chippewa nation of Indiana
inhablting tha hack partn of the Newcastle district, of the
other part. The land so described in this treaty was somn-
whnt over ono million, nine hundred thousand, acres (1,900,000
Acres) for a aetbtloment of 7U9 in goods. This payment was Lo
he ten dollars (Spanlsh) in goods annually to each man, woman
and child alive at the time of the salae.



Ollr imrnodiatn forof'":\thorn were now living along the BC\y of
~llinto ‘\nd tho shorel.ine t:owllrd Kingston. In 1824 the firs!:
11'1"1sion of thn C."ttl:"\dn Confor~nce oC the Methodist Episcopiill
Church  WC\~hold :in H:\llownl (Picton) ami  William Case w:tl'l

trnn~f"rred f'rnm Uppor C::tJ1l:IdADistrict to Bay of Quinte it
Proninin—~ r:ldor. It W:\lIElder Case who soon became involvr:-d
with  InrJi.nn  mill,rdoll worl<:. By 1826 Elder Case, I"\bly assi!.lted
~v fE' tor ,Tonr}~, whom h'3 had beCriended earlier at a Methon illt
c-mp mont:itn~ :It N\nCCl!ltor in 182J], had begun the converni.on of
m,ny Inoinn!l nround tho B~}" oC Quinte. It was felt by tho

" thod Jrifll tim t moro Renarou!l support from benevolent peopJ.~
4 nd groups eOllei ho oh1i;1in'Jo  for  their mission if.' a long- torm
Inns™ could b,. fman {"or ~ perm'-:lnent  site. Tho Methodists

lon ~od Orn p,=, I'lIn nei :Ind tH" adjncent Sawguin lIsland Crom f:h~
Tndtnn!l  {'or th'l Tndinnt;. The treaty oC 1818 had not included
:r~Innds in tho Dny of Quinte, and this was how the Indian owner-
"hJp wn.'l nl'lt"hr:t~hgd. Although these islands werg not orric-
1y lonsed un':il October 16, 1826 ~ome oC the Missism\lJ~n!l

mov('ei onto Grnp9 Tisnnd thllt; Call and spent their C:trst wintor
in  b"rJ<: ",iRw~ms.

Tn IA:".7 tho tn.,.in ettlemont oC Grape Isl#1nd took place. Pot~r
.Ton9n ~rrtven In M:lIyand stayed Cor twelve d<tys. He lod in
:("ver:I1 serv{c'3~ of' worship at that timt;J the tribe wrs livinrr
on Grn.p™ J:il!Ind :tnu numherod one hundred and thirty (1J0).

F;ld",r C:tV'If" durln~ 1:h13 ~;:lmo period conductnd Holy Communion ["or
I'thouf: nfnety Adult!’l (90). The TWland was a busy place; rand

wit a h~inp, hrol<~I1 "NO0 pIn ntnd ami buildings begun. We know th:lt
hy ,July, :I !'Ir.hnol anrJ mo~tl.ng place 25" x JO' h#1d been compl~ted.
n.,Cora w.IntfJr:l mn''t.tl p:lrsonage Imd been argcted and ten Jeff
hnm~(l  t,.-nr~ cnmpJ,.l::nd for thl! Indians. Instruction in fn.rmIn{3

~ 1 Riv-n hy ¢ n.ich:lrd Philps. A team Ot: exen and three COows
m:ldo up the IlvnotocJ<:.

Tn 18-8, Rldor Casa '"nd Peter Jon'"'s were both on the ialnnd

I'nd It np.nmed :II'l though tho Mission wrs flourishing. In n two
".,,Clt pDriori  of fint yon.r the workm.l.nship 0oC the Indians hnd
mnnuftlch,r~d 17;' n.xe hnndlf>s :Ind 415 broom-. In spito 01 this
rnpid proffro'lf' thore wal'l not onou/Sh combined acroage on Grnpe
nnd S"",~ujn  Tolnndn to support a growing a8ricultur~1 community".
A d"put::-If::lon  of —~om'? or tll", recent converts, John Sund:'ly, John
tmpllon, ttHt:1111 n.":lvor, <Ttlcoh ShippeR3.w and John Pip,eon,
dtr.comp:'lu{'ld Ppf.;~r .Tonon i1 int"rprater, and met with Indinn
ARNNt, Colonol Gtvnns in York. (Toronto) This dgtermined Rroup
cr m"™n, f:hrolJ~h I:ht}ir Chiof’, 111100 a strong case Cor mora Innrt,

nnrJ tn p:rticul:,r f131<:odthat the claims on Big Island h" cl:,rifiqd.



At fir~ it r:of'111fJdn!'l tllOuRh they were going to be heard. Tho
f"Otlowltl~ dny Pnfior .TOJ1'}!Jwas callod to the Attorney-Gen(r~.I'"1

orCleo nr Dr. ~frn clICP-1h.J1d informed tha t Unle s13 they ronouncod

tho tr Mef;hod ilJt In~dor[lh:lp they could not expec t governmonl:

hn-1p. Thn}' ,.,,rn told they must corne under the Churr::h  of" I~-n(;Innd,
of widr::h Dr. Str:l.clmn W;'Lfl::\ st~unch supporter. In  reply to this
"ftirrnfiurn ~TollT1SI.md:1.Y :l:1.:td:  "We have heretofore made out to
Jivo f'rCirtlye:J.tt to yn;lr~viJn  whon we were lJinners, and shn.ll not
till"™ nrn"t Sp:lrif: whom wi now serve take  care of us and proservo
u~ from nll h:-lrm7" Thoy returned to Grape Island undauntod and
I:h" Hinfl./oll :\nd tho !Jehool there continued to Rrow.

Willirun ense ~POIl1t petrt of' the year oE 1828 in the United St:J.tes
I:\n:1 onl.tnf:ed M"Uh!1CTIpt:lonfl hi aid the Grape Island MisrJton. ,.Tohn
SunrJ"y nnd Pet"r .Tanon Joined him in New York and althoup,h JOhn
SUILd:"y rpol{(~ in L}Pn OJibwny or Chippewa language, he movod tho
I:\rn™  nl11r110l1cn- ~fueh material was donated, as example, enou~h
f::lcldnfS wns provided 1:0 m:"\I<eup twenty straw bed!) baclJ< homo <:\t
tho r-H!I'Ir-don. Two Indy mllJsionary teachers returned wi th  novo
IHIl::f.nm cnso. rH[1!:] [o;1J7:n narnea and Miss Hester Ann  Hubh::trd.
M:Irl~ JJlhb;'Irri rnz\n-1"rt W:lliinm  Case and settled on Grnpe T~Il:1.nd.
'he dion ~tl n:1l.rlv drimth nnd William CaSf) then took Eli~R fl:\r-1In[1
nn h:in ~oconrl wi rn. It is she who is in the picture hFInnin,e;; in
the  Aldrrvill0 Church.

John  SunrdilY and fnf;or JOIIfJS travelled Ear aEield and wn3 fJuick
to t,.,11 other ~nth(lrinp:n of tho success of thfl Grape I-Jfind
Hf r:nion. It W:1.~on 1:1lf~!l:leJourneys and especially to tho nJco
1,."k") Inrl:Innrt (Ifl:1.,.sth:l) thF\t he become Eamiliar with tho teerri-
tnry ;:\rnlind  tho nlclJ Lnhn area. At that time, nlso, Willj~m
Cn~o0 h~cnme ~llpnrint:~ndent of Indian Missions and was of'"rielally
tI1Grl Pov.  \"lII:ItH Cnso. He had now sottled on Grape Isinnd
JInri h'ri 1:110.Inrl-fan!"l - bUrly plnnting Rnd harvesting crop.9. Thilt
Y"nr ,,10110, U,'y r;row JOO hlJshel of" potRtoes. Somo interer:1;Jnp.

populntiofl fi~ur~~ _~re niven for the thriving MisAion on Grape
TI'ln nd.

T1l:U1v.illo  Ind:l:1ta1l /.5 fnm:llies, totaling 116 membor3 an’; Kint<-
~ton Indlnns 20 fnmJliE'l], totaling 92 members. Thus Grapo
T~land now h:\rJ "5 (nm:l.11.0s and 208 Indi"ns. Thoy wero rscoivinp-
t?, )/.0.00 of" noofh :1.11nu:llly as payment Eor the surrender of'
~h".tr J:1t1(19 1:0 thn Crown. It waR obv~.ous the Mission w:a.8
thrtv:l.tw. Th~r" ,,,,2,00 n total of f"ive white worJ<ors nf: the?
rU.'I[11on. BO!"lldo!J Pav. 1\nrJ Hrp. Case, there was Mr. I11lohin~on,
hl:1.r.1(~=mtf:h: TI101f1:-11dinle, tel'\ch'Jr; and Nancy Brinl<, teacher.
nr:\po T."I"no MI~!"lJon hnrJ now 2J whitewashed dwelllng!'!, a2 eh:lpel
'\ [1r.hoolhfJlllJ~, n honptf:1\l, n Boneral store-house, bl:\ck!"Im:lIth,
shop nnrf n firndo!l huilding.



Tn 11331 f'ntnr , Tnllnr: npnnt tho vyear in England and novo Casn <iIs
~ur-nrinl:ntldnn" 1,omr:cnllod nwll.Y to othor M:lssions. It wnlJ nt
ffhi:1tImn 21;12"r" w-~ro « d:laturbingly high number  of' chiluroll
rlyftiR. TI: 1.'1 hnlif"!vnd IlInngles  £1.nd whooping cough were tWO 01
1:11(CC:lll:inr: or  1:11"r:n pr.",I11nture doaths. For this rpason and h,,-
~ntl!ln ,'10111'pf 1:110Inllf7,'1toll Indians had gone bacl< to thnir O\-111
(,flchnntnrl Innd.'1  1:11('tLf.1Jnlon was losing membership. P:trt 01
priohlnm  1ll:1)'1nv'? \1fl"'n oln lInving their farm lands sCF.ltternd n"Jnr
nr:1lpn, S:"™IWp, 11" Giooraty, Huff' ond Everett Islands. By 181J thnir
poplldnf:.lon w:1.~doI"l 1:0 ~I. This  decrease in population ‘oln.I"l
LrOLINI(C!lomn  hut  the !1FII199€'croolJe  was noted in other MilJsions,
A Wl Tho follnwlnf{ ynnrs the  population at Grape 11J.I'L11d
wn!'l {;5. Tn 10J5 ,101m Slinon.y was appointod as Missionary ror
Gr'np"  T-~l:tnd. 1111:hoUffh th(re. was no increase with  novo John
~\I11dn.y nl;l r-Hf'r:ioll:Iry, at Ifaldt  there walJ no f'urthor decline.

Tn V3J<1, "It I:hn :1nnunl JIfothodist conf'eronce in nellevill0 it
1":Ir: dnc.ldod 1:0 Join the Tlico I1+#'1}{e MislJion and Grape Islanrl
~H'<I'JJon :I.nto ono p-~!ll:or:\l chnr,~e. nRther thi\n hnve th( onl?
dny ~nlvn1l bo I'wn"'n tho ©bolo r-fil9sions and a.so to make morn In nd
-"v:ILInhIn to I:h" nr-po I1WJInnd Mission it was decided to movn
I:hn Gr:\p" I-Jnnd r-f1!:'~ijon "0 ,. new settlement on the ,gol.llh nhoro
of n~r" LnlI{" n'v. \Yillinrm Caso was to return to ass!!:; I in
tid!1  movll. Jnhn  Jund")y wan also to aasint but apparontly wn!J
no!: nhlfl 1:0 (Yivo milch n~s:tsf:1\nce. This  1IVly be becau!'le =M1 n
rl.1.11'Jionn.-y, 1" tt"volled (\ (Proat deal. In 1837, one hundrf:?d
nnd fifl:y yonr'l np,fJ, 1<100 ncro!J wrtn assigned to the IndJ.nNI1!l of
11" Grnp" T."JiInnd Jl.1.~g<Jion.l.n the Township of* Jtlnwick. nnv.

WiHilinrn SHHilfrr:, CnlJ'l (r1.£.7.(\  Brtrnes) came to reside with thom
nnn  romninod lint:1.1 I:hoir  do(\MhR -

(131)

JIx o vonrl Intnr, novo William CRae describes the  Aldervillo
crnrnun:U:y R1J .faLl OWI2'l "Tho number of familiO8 settled harl)
n,-o "1'0111: 1'0, nnrl contain" populntion of* 200 Bouls. Th'y

"rcllpy n plol: of ;600 ac.-ng Illssign~d them by Sir John Colbourno,
~llrvt'tvnrl 1111:0101-'1 of "0 ncrflS each on which are erected i
cC'rnforl:nh111 dwnJlJng hou~os. Those arfl situated on eithor
Llir-tl? of f:hn nIT™t n mll10 and h"If in length, with Chnpl?I,
rr'lr.llonnp,n and  ~clloo.1 room." :in the centre. Thoy also hnve

/200 f\crO!1 cIn:1.rnd hy tho.Ir own h~nds and under cultivati.on."

Tho Mnnnn.1 T.Ahpllr ::chool which  stood beside the Church  W;"\f'n.

c",n":ro whnro thn Ri.rl- woro  taught reading, writing, £\rithrnof:ic
nnd fStlop,rnphy ~Innp. with  110uBo-keepinB, spinning, needlo work
nnrl fin .Iry. Th" I"oy!ld Wnro 1:0u~ht the same acadomic suhj P-Gl;1
plil.'2  Ennlir:h nt'AITIFIL0Or. On the model fnrm provided the boy~
Atl:rnnrl, chopp:Ing, plo\lI~-hin6, harvesting and the cwmie 01 cnttile.
TId.'l' wn!:" ~ur,.ly 011" of tho {irst iff not the first I'IRricllJ.t:1J.t-nl
"chool in tpP"r (;nind". Tf the meano to support tho school Ivid
hnon forth- corn{nn 11: would ~ep-m 1t could have doubled it!:; ell-

rf'Jmont. How do "f"! oxpln.in its future lack  of success?
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