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The History Of Plaillville Cl1urch
('vVritt.en by James Rosevear)
This year marked the hundreth

a,niliversary of the first church
of Plainville, the seventy-fifth of
union between the Bible Chris-'
tians and the Methodists and
fifty years of this church,
You may think if I am going

to give you the history of o'ne
hundred years we will be here
the rest of the ,night but I am
in the same position as a young
minister that I heard of who
went to a new char,ge, got along
all right until O'ne day the I
Ladies had a meeting, a.nd I
emphasize the word "Ladies,"
They thought they had chosen

the right man until it came to
an old Scotch lady. (It was a
Scotch settlement!, She said
he was very pleasant to meet
, a:nd his sermon was all right, but
; she could .not listen to a minister,

I who read his sermon, the others i
did not think so but they could ~

I not convince the old lady. I
I She sat up in the gallery the I
next Sunday. The mtnister
started the sermon and turned I
over leaf after leaf; the old lady
was getting pretty wrathy. He
turned the last leaf, braced him- \

I
,self up and sai-d, We will pur-"
sue thL~ subject no further. The
old lady jumped up a.nd said,!

I "Ye canna, ye canna your paper'si run oot."
I The fir,st church wa.s built in'
18'63. Mr. Nell! gave the land·
free gratis, It was a fmme!
structure with one isle up the I
centre. The choir was at the I
back of the church, The con-
gregation stood with their backs t
to :he choi.r when siJlging, Most I
of the ch..!H'ches were built that t

way in those days. . I
In 1878 twenty-five years later I

when pl'epal'i'ng for church union,
with the Bible Christians, the
Methodists as the old saying goes
took time by the forelock, re-
modeled by putting in new pews, !
ami mOVing the choir loft to the \
'front a:nd newly decorating it, I
so the Bible Christians had to I

come ano worship with them in-I
·st·'ad of Lh.e other way around. J

It remmQS me of a card I saw
w,hich read, "when you come I

, a c.ross a man who shouts 'I'm f
; honest!' let the 01'HER fellOW/

I~trade horse with him, I have
fou.nd out by rather dear ex-I
perience that it is good advice.;
There was just one door no!
, , I

basement or Sunday School!
rooms, The choir and minister i

I had to come up through the I

church. J

The mini3ter laid his hat and;
coat on the pew and sat i'n the:
pUlpit until se"vice time. ViTe!
did not hClvf' nearly as much'
fC)i'm of service as ~e have to-'
day I

At service time the minister I

would stand up and open the'
servic.e by an'nouncing the hymn I
' and after the hyrnn led in pray-
, er. The choir tfsually sane: a nnl11-
: bel', the minister rea.d tl;-e lei\son,
i sang the sec.and hymn, delivered
the sermon, took up the collec ..
tion, sang the last hymn and pro-
nou'nced the benediction. i
Notice they did not take up"

the coliectian until after the,'
sermon, They followed the ad-
vice of Sa.ndy Fraser, the Scots- i
man who wrote stories for the i
pa.per, he -did not believe in tilis,
minimum salary, just pay for
what you get,
Now that is a Scotsma:n for

you every time, There was very
little silver put on the plate
mostly all coppers, They did
not have plates at that time
they used a wooden box with a
: long handle.
I The neighbouring c.hurches
I '.vere more up to date. They had
! a bag O'f red plush on a wooden
handle. The old churc.h was
rather small and shabby but
nothing had been done until,
1903 when they decided to ask

"

Mr, Redpath, a contractor living
at Cambonne, to give them an

I estimate on the cost of a newI church, He to supply every-
I ~hing, they would do the team-
mg and ~:lJg out the found-
: ation. I think his estimate was
1$3700,00.

This was early in }t'ebruary.
We had a lot of s'now then and
it usuall~' got worse so they de-
cided to draw the bricks at once.
It was fortunate because it came
up a very heavy thunderstorm
,on the evening of February 11

I
'and it remained very mild.

The snow was all gone by the
first of March so the basel11e'ilt

1 was dug out early in March and
the stones drawn. Mr. Ross of
Cold Spring;!! did t.he stonework.

t
Mr. J. Hayden of Cobourg laid I
the cornerstooe and many of the I
'neighbouring ministers were pre-j
sent. I , i
Cold Springs band en;terbained

them with music and the ladies
served supper. Mr. Jex from,

Cobourg laid the brick, Mr. !ted-I
path was the carpenter and Mr. i
Parsons did the aecorating. The
church was ope'ned Octobet 12.

Mi'. McIntyre, a former minis-
j tel', conducted the servioe morn-
! ing and evening. They had a
fowl supper on Tuesday eveni'ug,
!\>It'. Mears held two services the
follOWing Sunday. Mr. ,Tewell
was the pastor when this church
was built. 'I'he wa« ~ q()uhle
cia'cuit, OUle ordained minister i

. and one on probation. '

There were six appointmen.ts, I
Bethel Grove, Zion, Gore's Land- '
ing, Camborme, P,lainville and
HarWOOd. Mr, Coon was the
young minister, followed by Mr.
Barrett and Dr. ,Mott. When
Mr. Jewell changed this was I
cut down to a one mMl oircuit.
Harwood was closed.

Bethel Grove was joined with
Baltimore aJ].d Bethesda South'
Bethel GrOVe is like a wa:rider-
ing Jew, at one time they were
with Canton, then with Cam-
borne and Plainville then with
Baltimore and Bethesda South,
and now with Cold Springs and r
Camb-orne. '. I
When this was cut down U> a I

one-man circuit the ~inister f
sta.rted 'aJ. Camborne 1d'l. thel
morning, Plainville in the after-!
'nDon and Gore's Landi.ng in the;
evening, Mr. Jew'lll was f~llow-
ed by Mr. Limbert, Mr. John-
son and Mr. Howa.rd.

This closed shed was built 1m
Mr, Howard',s time. TlI).e Old
open shed was on the same site.
It was "L" shapOO. Ther.e was a.
sta'!l sheeted up in the 'northwest
corner for the minister's horse.
The minister kept a. good driVing I'

horse and most of them took a
great pride in it.

Mr, Howard had a son, a dOC-'
tor i'n Chicago, who boU.ght a.
car and shipped his driver over
to his father. It was a Ke>ntucky I
bred roadster, some horse. He

, was preaching in 'a neighbouring
! church and one gentlema.n said:
! to him it was too spirited 3. horse
for 'an old man to be driving.'
"Oh," replied Mr, Howard, "1
never let an old mart drive it."

Mr. Howard wa'S followed by
Mr. Snowden, 'Mr. Totten, Mr,
Spargo, Mr. Harston, Dr. Hor-
wood and Mr. Campbell. Mr.
Campbell was here but a. short
time whe>n church union t.ook
place. Then he was changed to
Cold Springs and Cambor.ne. 'i
Plainville united with G..,re~l!i

Landing and Bethesda 'north with:
Mr. McCord 'as pastor; He was
followed by Mr. Ba.rber wh~ w.as
.the first rru.'nister to occupy the I
new parsonage at Gore's La.nd-
ing. He was followed by Mr. I
Leach, Mr. Mellow, Mr. Fisher,
Mr. Lar!{e· and our present ffim-Iister, Mr. RobertsOill.


