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Grafton Historical Notes

(14) By T.

R. M.

The following document, now in
possession of Miss M. L. Rogers, a
great-grand-daughter of David Mne-
Gregor 1Ilogers, onc¢ of the Lhree
trustees, throws lighl on the enrly
educational higstory of Ilaldimand
(Grafton).

“Whereas the subscribers are
desirons of having a school kept in
the school house on Lot 25 in the
first concession of the Township of
Haldimand, and have at a meeting
of the Proprietors of the School-
house appointed Freeman Clark,
Richard Hare, and David M. Rogers
Trustees of the sald school, who iIn
con'-;eq'mknce of such nppointnsent
tinve engaged the Rev. Robert Sherifll
to keep the sald school for (hree
months to commence on the tenth
day of this present month of April
at the rate of fifteen dollars per
month,. and the subscribers to find
the said teacher with sufficlent and
decent board, washing and lodging
during the snid term, the sald pay-
ments to be made In Merchantable
Produce of the Country at the falr
market price. Now we the subscribers
so hereby promlise to pay or cnuse
to be pald to the saidl trustees our
just proportion of the snld wages
and expense of boarding according to
the number of scholars set opposite
our names or should more be sent
according to the time we send to the
aald school, and we also further
mgree thal we will each of us upon
application from the Trustees fur-
nish our just proportion of wood or
other necessarys that may be wanted
for the =said school In witness
whereof we have hereunto set our
hands the 8th day of April 1820."

"D McG Rogers, No. S, two; S.
Green one; Thomas M. Spalding,
No. 8., two; Danlel Purdy, two;

Freemah Clark, two; Lothrip Ymith,
1%5; Riclvard Hare, two: H. Ruttan,
one; David Stafford, one; Jas. Drink-

watter, one; John Hare, one: Ezra
Burbank 14; Jacob Clemi (7}, one;
John Grover, one; John Clark, two:

stood mnear the road leading to
“Woodslide,” north of the present
highway. As to s subzequent his-
tory or Ita firal Lencher, the Rev,
Itoberl  Sheriff, nothing Marther s
Itnown. Sheriff was probably n

Presbyterian ‘‘dominie.”

In 1833 there is record of Church
of England services being held in the
school - house In Grafton, this build-
ing being the regular place for such
gervices until the erection of St.
George's Church in 1844, It is not
known when this second school was

built, but it stood by the highway
close to the site of the present
church. Among the church papers

Is an old receipt reading as follows:
“Recelved from the Church War-
dens of St. George's Church, Grafton,
the sum of len shillings for making
preparations  for removing school
house.
Haldimand, Dec. 8th., 1849,
David M. Peters.”

In the Church accounts under the
date May 13, 1850 there is an item
of £6, 108, pald to Robert Litster for
removing the scheol house,

The exact localion of the third
achool house s unknown, butl Mr.
IHugh Ross slates Lhat It stood near
the properity of Mr. Justin Lapp,
now tenanted by Mr. Cecil Royal. It
was n frame bullding and was sub-
gequently Incorporated into a barn,
It I conjectured that it was bulll
some years previous Lo Lhe removal
of the school on the church property
and Is probably the school referred to
in the following Ilelter, from the
“Star" of FFebruary 1849.

Grafton Conmumon School

Mr. REditor:—Permit me through
the mediumn of your useful journal to
notice briefly the very satisfactory
exnmination of the Common Schoo)
In this village, wihich took place yes-
lerday In  the presence of several
school visitors, as well ns parents
and others, Interested In the onward
progress of a sound and efficient sys-
tem of populnr odncmtiou Therec are
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according lo Lhe tlme we qvu(l lo the
said school, and we nlso further
mgree thal we will each of us upon
application from the Trustees fur-
nish our just proportion of wood or
other necessarys that may be wanted
for the said school In witness
whereof we have hereunto set our
hands the 8th day of Apail 1820."

“D. McG. Rogers, No. 8, two; S.
Green, one; Thomas M. Spalding,
No. 8., two; Daniel Purdy, two:
Freeman Clark, two; Lothrlp Smith,
115; Riclvard Hare, two; H. Ruttan,
one: David Stafford, one; Jas. Drink-
watter, one: John Hare, one; Rzra
Burbank 14: Jacob Clemti (7), one;
John Grover, one; John Clark, two;
Elakim Barnum, one."”

Under the terms of the Common
School Bl of 1816, legialative nld
was granted to each District for lhe
building of Common Schools, £400
hoine ollntted to the Newcastle dis-
trict. As Haldimand was the home
of the local Member of the Assembly

it 1is Qrobable that n school was
built even earlier than this. The
wording of the above document

would lead oune to believe that the
school had been huilt previous to
1820, bul, In any case, it is the
earliest school building of which any
record remains.  The salary, appar-
ently pald “in kind” malkes an in-
teresting comparison with the pres-
entl «ay teacher's salary. The list
of subscribers contains the names of
those men with growing families
who lived at or near Haldimand in
1820. The 14" under the number
of scholars may wefer to a young
child able to attend only part time.
It casts no reflection on the pupll's
mental capacity!  The achool build-
Ing, doubtless bulll of logs, probnbly
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sequently incorporated into a barn.
It iy conjectured that it was bulll
some years previous lo the removal
of the school on the church property
and is probably the school referred to

in the following letter, from the
“Star” of February 1849.
Grafton Common School

Mr. REditor:—Permit me through
the medium of your useful journal to
notice briefly the very aatisfactory
exnminatlion of the Common School
in this village, wihich toolk plnce yes-
lerday In  the presence of several
school visitors, as well ns parents
and others, Interested In the onward
progress of a sound and efficient sys-
tem of popular education. There are
npwards of G0 scholars attending
thia school, and it was most gratify-
ing to And the grent Improvement
they all exhibited In the varlous
branches of learning taught them by
their able and most Indefatigable
teacher, Mr. Watson (lntely from the
Manual School, Toronto) who har
been only 3 months in charge. The
new and much Improved system of
teaching Introduced by him has al-
ready produced the most admirable
and beneficial results! . .. . . . And
without In any degree attempting to
exnggerate the superlority of tht
new over the old mode of com-
munioating instruction, I will venture
to affirm that under such teachers as
Mr. Watson, a greater amount of
sound and useful learning «c¢an bhe
acquired in three months than can be
had by children attending a pgreat
proportion of our Common schools as
they iare now, for as many years.

QGrafton, 9th., February, 1849

We, whose names are subscribed,
Nave this day examined the school
tnught. by Mr. Wm. Walson, In
School Section No. 2. We were
highly satisfled with the appeanance
of the School, and with the splrit
and nceuracy with which the scholars
went through the varlous exerelses.
Mr. Wntson evidently devoles much

‘| attention to Lhe scholars committed

to hls cate, and particularly to their
intellectunl improvement. They were
examined in geography, the elements
of mechnnles, nnturnd hislory, grinm-
minr, and malthemntlen, besldes Lhe
more common branches.

Wm. Reld, Min. of Presbyterian
Church, Amos Moore, D.C., John

|| Steele, J.P.
A Vigitor."

Pleasant Farewell
Given to Port
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