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Jan. 28th. 1968.

Mrs. J. Turnbull.
1304 MonA~han Rd.pr;;T~RBnROUGH.

I reoeived your letter o~ Jan. 18th. with oonsiderable
interest re Captain Anderson end Major St.Qulntin. Sinoe
re~elving your letter I have done some researoh in what material
l~!esavai lAble, and think to begin wi th oan do no better then oopy
those parpgrephs 1n my father's autobiography whioh desoibes the
old Trading Post on Peter's ~oi~t, which was Captain Anderson's
home for so many years end which my fgther rented and oocupied
for ntne months in 1871.

As regards Major St.Quintin. I was told by Mrs. Minnie
Simpson of the Alderville Indian Reserve, who was deeply interested
in Historical Research, that she had contqcted the St.Q.ulntin family
in Engl~~d and had considerable correspondence with the present
.aenera,tionof his family. This old lady is a couple of year~
deceas~ but her Son - Everet Simpson, who is quite an intellipent
fellow mirht still have the letters and could give you the address.

I was now 22 sn~ about as big a fool as most boys of that
A~e. I decided I would ~o end live in or near HiRwath~ And see if
I could 1\0 pnyt11ing in t'leWAy of buyibp- fur from the Indians.
I acoordin~ly went ~no saw old Hatriok, ~n old Irishman who owned
Bnn f8rmed the Feters Point property whereCeptain A.ndersonh11S
built hls Trpf.tnp PORt. I \'J8S successful in rentin~ the house
from tY,eold melt}' for !3 year tut T did not move thi.ther until the
lake opened.

There 'were two fire-pIsces in the point house, both on
the r"ro!md floor; one nt ei ther end of the wide hall or pAssBp:e v,jay
which ran t~e full length of the house with cross oounters whioh
c~nstituted the store and Trading Tost. One of the fireolnces was
10 ft. in width Bnd the other 17 ft. I used the smeller one to
no m~ oookin~ on as I had no stove. On either side of this passage
were two rooms. I elected to use the rooms on the 1,17est side as
t~ey were in bette~ repair. On the East side was 8 door Which gave
gocess to the stairway leading to the upper story whioh was all in
one room - 50 x 30 ft. At the bqok of the house was the kitchen,
A~d h80~ of this again at the distance of some 40 ft. was the
Sntlawhouse lIJ"'ichaAd accommo~lf'ltedthe \\'omenof the Captains
estahl i shment but whi.ohwas novyvery ruinous. This was a building
of some size with H stoop on the ERst side of it Bnd a large
fire'place \\.'"t th an iron orane tot hang pots on.

I thin;-I hAve before stated the t~B.- 011 Capta in
P-,ndersonfor hi.sservloes lnt he war o'! 1812 had reoeived e grant
of 600 acres of land: this was now all farmed by white people.
I do not think the old BIAokett pl~ce w~s included in this grant
9nd the old Blackett house near to the forks of the river was now
8ccupied by a fArmer by the name of John eerrey.

Pe~ers Point in 1871 WBS a strAnge lo_king Dlin of
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of nui te an .stBhlisltment. In the days of the 01:.:1 fur trader '&
there m\}st hf'lve been 6 or 8 bai ldings in all now falling to ruins.
At the back o' the dwelling house was auite 8 grove of Oaks:
beyond this on the Nortb side was the barn and also a lar~e orohard
of apple treesgrowing on th. side of the bill - these were the most
anoient kinde of apples suob as no-one would plant to-day. To the
West of the orohard was a plantation of oberry trees whioh we ••
worthless due to bleck knpt.

On the brow of the hill was the Anderson burial ground
which was enolosdd in a fence and some of the graves had posts
of white marble and chains. To tne the most interesting was the
monument ot Major Franois St.Qulntin of Scempton Hall in
Linoolnshire. My rat~er haw known him in the 1850's at Simooe
on Lon~ Point. It seemed strange to me to find him buried here
as he was said to have been much Ih love with a daughter of Captain
Anderson who died. Major St. Quintin died at the Hatrie Hotel
in Gores Lanting in 1857. The monument 1s of 'grey marble., I
belieTe the body was subsequently taken to England ~or burial there.

So ends my father's description of Peters Point.
Y only remeber th. burned ruin of the ,old houseEwhen I

wae about 7 years old. I remember e greet patio to the 88t of
tne house built of flat I1me stone whioh my tether sa,id hed been
brought :r.romKingston. Also there wes olose to the ahore e
beautifJl spring well end 8 huge Botat or Meeling stone with two
big holloWB in 1t in;whioh the Indian women used to grind oorn.
This stone must haTe weighed nearly two ton but waB oarried off
in 1910 - by what means no-one knows.

I b.lieve thatCaptn. Anderson's. body was eventael17
mo:ved to the fem!l,- burial ground in,Kingston, but tor. this I
oennat vouch. Aocording 'to my father the old Point W8S8upposed
to be h$iunted by the ghost of a drover wnowss murdered there, and
it was imposoibel to parspade s.ny Indian to stay there after
night-fall: th~ir superstitious fear wes so great that eve~ the
hunters rett1:t:'ning.from the mouth of the Ottonabee RiTer woq1d not
paddle th~lr ~~Does·alose to the shore atter dark, but Would paddle
:far out 1nto theleke to avoid the Point.

Re~8rding Captain Ander.ons family, tho he never married
he had 8 numerou~ progeny by Indien mistresses who my fether
oasually mentions - 3 80na in partioular - William, John and
Andrew. Andrew is buried in the Churoh yard of St. Geo.g.'s Church
Gores Lending. He died neo.22, 1877. There ._ere elso .everal

·daughters. I bt11eve there are still 80me desoendants in Rlw8~~••
Hlt!1wethe. ,

Now perh!\ps yOll (Hm answer e few questions in return.
1. Who wes Captain Anderson? w~s he an Englishman, or did

he oome ofe Oanfil,d.~nfamily neti ves ot Klrtgefton?
2. Did he ever hold ,a oommission in the Imperial Army or wa

he e Csptn. 1.~ the ,Canadian Militia of l812?
Hoping that Jthe information enolsoed mau be ot use to you

Sincerely your"A (\
~$4lrh-~~


