
When the companies that·
fonned General Foods, Limit-

.ed, wE(remerged in 1949, a
new program was instituted
at Cobourg.. That year, 13,-
000 square feet of space.were
added to facilities, and un-

" . known. to many; it was the -.
On September 12, 1969, Douglas turned to .Rich-'·, herald of a major expansion

;eneral Foods, Limited, rea· ard T. Mohan to operate tha, '.move~,.,',,;' '., .~ , 1;' 1

:hed a major milestone in its plant.,'· I . ';; '.. \ .• In 1955,' kool~Aid ·manu.··
listory with the completion of A brilliant executive, Moh. . facturing was brought'to Co- .;'
l half century of operations an was a lecturer at Queen'S'·, '., bourg; in 1956,Jel1-0; in 1962 '. '.. ,!
n Cobourg.'. . University, Kingston,.whohad' .-',:' ;;. '. ~ LaFrance Bluing and Good·· ":'.' ~'j

During the past 50 years, worked for Douglas for sev;' ..c.- ' Seasons Salad. Dressing, and .' . " ~
acilities have grown from ~ er~ y~. His succesSmade./"I,<)">;i 1963,all Post Cere3J.products, ~;::'.:,)/,:i
mall16Q-foot by 66--foot.bUl' this appomtment a. ·.'natl.!Ial'o•. y,,\ '.- 'l Minute Rice. products, 'Calu,; :'.: "'7.";
ding to a multi·million dol- Douglas' insigh~;.was,·weU·<:: \,'~.~\II!et!"Baking" 'Powder' and:. ;·,-;:t~5':;'!
ar complex 'containing more 'rewarded· Mohan.was later,:;;,·.~.',~,.,;.;':Swans Down Flour;'!. :'; .~.•...·~..".:}?1
han 500,000.square feet· of. to become president of.·Gen~,:.',i;~'·'j:.',:.:'.~i'.r':,;,., .;;..': .:"'·~·.'·'l '/,,,-:''-," ..•.,.•'i/.;: ..." ".: I

pace, a modern $1.5.million eral Foods, Limitedt·:\ \ r:'{~',':.".(6.>:\ :)',Coupleq wiUi 'this" .came • ~~.:.."'~';;:::
ear"h stablishment IDa B 1921 th'" P 'tin w·· '-~ ".' a.host o[ ..,.neW'{!convenience'.' '",:,.;.~~:::es " e , a·" Y , e· ec a~, ~. ,i;·:.,\.~;-'.:l ~

.ufacturing plant employing readyJor the constimer mar- .:i'.~:~" :~;:!~.<fOods,.qev:eloped,in the··coin- ./,',:" .:,'{;
10re than 800 persons; and ket under the' trade ~name ·,:7 ':'.,:' ..:'; pany's resear:ch laboratories,')" i:~;~,·rr

warehouse of more.:.than: Certo. Moha,nsent his sale-;/)!,; ';:,i;'/': TodaYthe GeneraLFoods Co- ,,,'<:<-!;'!!:~.;~
00,000 square feet.::' ;'. . , smen across Canada to' dem;'~:::";·"/.lf:.· .bourg; complex' produces'-. 46 .. (',': ;~::~,;'

This 50-year relat;ionship gnstrate its .effectiveness and -X~':"i>.\': .tdiffh'e'.~or:n~!nal'p~.~cue·rtCiso:~:an~cdl'!bdinulk·(.·.1(:../7£~:~·.;t
-ith Cobourg' began In 1919 the salesmen went so far as ;/", : b' . ..

'hen the town's industrial to prepare jams in the gro-'::r ,'":, pectin,?;:~·:{>:.-~... , . .'.. :, ..:;.~~·-;,:;i'
ommission·undertook to br- ce~ stor~s to .prove thel(' ,/: .. " .'. '. '~;it;s'b~~n';'a;/ ~citing '50 !'; :~~.{:"':
doin~=~0tythiS sma~pn.t~ ~1~cep" 'fance' w~ ,.~ed·:.:'~'lg~'i:·'\\yeandor,b.oth'General Foods' ';-.:.,".'.'::'~:::

• .' .". :'. _. ...' :•. ··t, \".'.'! and. CoboUrg'~H C Gibson" '.' ::.::,......•.Th ;,. QbJ'ectivw·as to pro- . t d helming' Un ,\" -, , ... 'I ' . , .. ..•.. . '0' - •••eu e ·.lae ~ oven,v.... . ··.{'.:>;~f·> JI1-ailagerofthe·GFplantscild.~..~·.;·,.,><
ide employmeI!tfor war vet· derIymg Certo 5 success.was ..:~;,.\,../: ''We''think the- next 50 years'. "".1'.-. ::'~"'.

rans returning from Ew:ope thhedecisionfinth~927to Changte:'-:i~,;~~;-!':'2j wlll.b~ evenjmo~~s~!.,~,,~~~;.)~i.~;~;:;{tc'
[ter ·Armistice of-·191R t e name 0 e company 0 ,,;:" ," .!)'l!.••.•." '•• '••....,H:r');'·I-t"""":;·""~i.o..!t..t.~_·~

R0 ~Dougla-s,a creative Carto Corporation.' ~~: .." ,:-.F:;:;)r!!'~.'- ':i u~ - -' ••

cot;was persuaCledto open a .' In the meantime;'the hea~.::~;·~':~:',:o
ranch in Canada of his Roo- lth of Douglasbegan to deter•. :'1\/ i:.:;'
~er-base:d York State -Fruit iorate and thl:i'company'sea:r~:;'~,t~.V\l.~~,~,'i.

" '" .••• f, •. hed'f eansto' nSUI'e·'''~·'''"''''4ompany,:, .':,1""r' :':';":'':'~~;<'''',c . ~r, am, .. e,:,''i':}D:fu7:>d1
.York' State. was descnbed 'growth should -he'ibe' unable :,.;,Y;:;rt';.~'::':
: "the ·worWs largest vine- to carry on. \Officials final. ;~'~.i:{r'·:;·;
Lrmanufacturer'°o but. its ly settled on the Postum ..Co-· ~,,',,:,
lpact on: q-obourg and pan- mpany as the one}Dost ~ikely:>:}::;<i;;':~;~
:a would be in another:.area to benefit.- Cerlo' Corp~.and:.~,'>:.~;'.i;.4
e manufacture'.of,· pectin, in.1929 the self,generated me-:~i"/1:t.;;~~:'
e jelling sUbStance'used. as rger was. ',completed; 'tThat·:}.~;.£.:,\L:d.;:;.. n>:r=-: ••.••.

e basis 'of jams: and j'elIies. ·sameyear;~.Robert~;,Douglas::,~lztJ(;;·:'(V ---
,Td: Dougias; ~~pan¢on}n~,di~~ ·..~-~~i~~-;,,~:~i5~\·"~~~..J!~:£~
'Cooounr:opened other viS-' ."C;-Monan'calledtfle, 12'sernor:',:"",' ,\L;.
; particcl.arly: as: a means -employees :df. .the"+;originaf,:.:.~:,~i>~~i.:~, . . C -" . . "., his """l-V-'j~entering the great British. anadian',.-operati.0n:, to . ~;~~~;it;~~.
Jpire market. York, State home. E.a{:hwas hand~d .an;.,;,...::.,,;}.;;,
me to Canada- as Douglas envelope m order of.semonty,,:::, ..'.:. ..;:
eking' Co. ~. I ••( •.•.~.~;: ;~~ '.' Tney were asked-. to tak9~ '/.; I .~~~.

)'Ieanwhile,:he was explor- the envel0.l?eshom-eand open; .;.': j~-~

~possibilities of' producing them. InSide was a persona: '. ,-,'. .'
ctin _ made from the cores che~ue from Douglas and ~ha •.. " ,. , .
do skins of' fruits - for use res In the company... ,:~:' ~;', .
the home,., . '. As Jim McDonnel, one DE :.
Cobourg p~~dect the best the originals said, "Douglas'. ,;.' '1
;sible site: A short 7o-mile l?ft so~ething to all of us ol~:,",I ';.: .'

ry ride from Rochester; it timers. ,. "~.'.....-
S lor!>+ooin the heart of a 'As part 'of the Postum Co-.' .,. :
jar ,lIe· belt, providing mpany, progress and growth...,
7 ma•.erials to manufactur~, continued with new products '
products., . , ",:':.:,:';;' .and 'new facilities .being ad.', ,

'"oJ _1.••••••-.-... •• :;~~J_l.~..;.:_'~. ded on a r'egular bas;a "
-----:-- . ~.'.! •• ..:. .•~.). 4' •.".·.···

~. : ••.. ,.:' (; ",:0' ", _ .• fI.. -.
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In 1956, theJell-Ooperation was moved
to Cobourg from downtown Montreal

-. an~ employment began to move up
.qUIckly. A few years later, in 1963, there
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It' was a threesome of '::'., tho~e days:. There'were '\:.}.' . ".When I retir~d I took a:/~>:;~, ~h~re were" emp~y:· .. Baker Chocolate,. and
circumstances which puts .. 'also many sr:naller canning.:,',': .. Y1Sl~b~ck to Falrport, but~ ",."-\bUlldmgs along Onta~lO '. " General ,Foods : was
General F~Ods ,-1,000- .. ;.~ plants in the area:-Later;>"'''' lt d~dn t take me lo~g to /\.';: St., ~~ned. by the ImI?enal. organized. '.' .
employees m Cobourg , they were bought out aI\d:, .' reahze that Cobourg lS my. ~:'...;:MumtIOns Board. Nltrate., As General Foods. ex-
today. . I'. \ .'. "',/:.;'11 c.losed 'down as larg~r""/J;home." '. . ~:'..'. '<fi\~ of soda had. b~en stored i!1 p~1!dedi~ the U.S., ad-" .

Back m 1919 when the '." :,1 flrms took over' and ex•.. c·.. ;.• -:·, Mr. Parker lS presldent.· ~.-the old bUildings, and lt . ditIOnal hnes were added,
beginning· 'company" .····..I?anded. their .marke~s;J·t~: of, th~' board 'of Cob~urg}~}<: was then· t~ken 'a few to the Canadian company,
Douglas-Packing ..came ' . :~:na'tionally. :There .was·la~'. ;.r: Dlstnct General Hospltal".~w,.·,blocks s~uth m Cobour~ to ,and the number of
here from theU.S., It was'" ,gdod demand. for pectln; >~'.andaverYbusymembe~of:·.;./-: be put mto s~ells bemg . productsandvolumeatthe
because of the nearby (j"(bOth by manufacturers cis':.'::· ':Cobourg Golf and Curhng;:~t;.~:~.manufactured m a plant ' Cobourg plant rose'
supply o! apples to proyi.de :,:' :,."well.~s the ~ous~wife.;, It (;'.~.: ;Club .. Fo~ m~ny years hei'<j:f:.,wher~ t~e' Bird-Ar;cher ..•. : ,stead!ly.· . .' .:
the pectm,. th,e avaI1ab~hty __;',".f I Dick. Parker reminisc~d\I~:' '...and.hlS WIfehved~on Qu~en :~,~,:..,; plant IS sItuated now,: n.ear .: ... WhIle Mr. Par~er Was, .
of .a.n Idle wartime. 'L.;:' this '. week: ..aqouf , the ;.',i;:,:jSt; 10 towi'!-'before buymg /~:;;:(I'~~e ~aterfront.. ;" ". manager, Kool-Ald was
mumtIons plant,. and a" ....., ,peginning days in Cobourg.:;;:!~f:, an .attrac~lve lo~house on .~·i"';~"'"I~ 1919, the, plant was: added, and an orange
ferry across. the lake to ..• j . "I grew u'p in ~airporit,",'>J~ }he west SIde of hlgh~ay 45A;~~.:.emoty. and. pouglas-,. drink "Sun-Up" was
Rochester, New York. . ' ;) ANew York" he 'said ."~t '.~.~,.:_on ~he Cobourg, Side of.~· ~i;.. Pack10g bought It. '" . brought in.

"I would put the supply:: > f was just a liftle place itieh//.!,f::·,Balbmore.,. .:"~~'r':. .~.;'.i)':' Mr. Parker recalls, "We '. "Sun UP.went w~llt .he
of '. a~~les ~md. the .. :~ t about seven ·miles.outsirle' ,~,>' Th,e man W~o'.brought ,~.;\:~'bought apples all along the I ,recalled, but n?thmg hk,e
avaI1ablhty of the p~ant 9n., ~.'j Rochester. f Today,' ,it1~S::,;~':.!the company to C:0bo!ll'g'//.~ilakeshore, . and used., the ,::; .:' the way Tang dId whe!1lt
abo~t equal f?~tIng m;J j-,;righUn the "city.' J:" ~<~,~~~wasR. T. Mohan, ItS fIrst ":':r)appl~ pulp to. m~~e. the,~ ,.was developed,' and Just
mak10g the deCISIOn. The: f' '.\ "That's where !Dougla '"'~~,:;:;.,plant I!lanager. Mx:;Mohan." ,'!)pectm ...From the JUlce we,' '. took off, really took ofL"
ferry, across Lake On~a.rio'fi" t,. Packing had its tant, I g ():.:;.·;was a Canadi~n,. and grew :,.~~.\;mad.e v~negar. We sol~ ~he ;'. In .' 1938, Mr, lYIohan
was Jus~,an extra ~s~bv~j; ajobas'a·chem~t. In faqtj ;',..',"up a~:Br?ckvI~le. He was "J •. pectm 10 large quanbtIes .,: f!1oved to the TOl'onto of-
feature, ~.G. DICk-/ ',": I supervised the very first. >y. :work1Og·In FaIrport, New jJ/~'to canl!ers,' but we a.Is~:"..", flce of General Foods, and
Parker, rebred manage~ -:.: batch Q'f pectin 'that was ':;;'. 'Yor.k .~.for,~ Duffy-Mott, >::.~;i-;.~.bottl~dItfot:.the hou~ewlfe,.· .'Dudley Spragge became
of .the· Cobourg plant, Jl .. made at Fairpor~ ... ; I,r"''i",.havmg. gone, there from " \b,;, We dId not. sell the ymega.r .: - ma~ag~r. His, daughter,
recAlled.a few .days ago'r ' ,::'" !'I cam~ oyer to Cobourg.,:"i;>·Cana.dlan •.. ,~~nners at.~.:J.~f~f.~ot?e pl:lbl~.c,.but;.~hlpped It .. Judith, ISMr~. J. M, Rolph.
The pectm, of cour~e, w.a~ I. forthefir5ttime'o~'June5,~:::f:;" Ham~ltonl::. :. I?ouglas·::·"r;·j~:'I~. bUlk" to . Canada .. ,'; Mr. Parker was made
the ~ssential gell10g ~n~: .:;- ~919, t!>take i:l look' at Ute :'i '~':>;Pack10g hIred ~Im. from .:•..H,,··y1Oegars,. he smd. . .., \ . ..' plant superintendent. In
gredient eve~y housewife . .', empty plant,-' and \to se\e,,"";.';the DUffy-~ott fIrm. Soon ..::,~;, :The comp~ny started m, . '., 194~, Mr. Parker became
had.to ~ave as,~he ~~d'e, .',:. whatw.ewo~dneed.forthe:'~·!;'.i.hewasmakmgpl,ansto.put .;:,:;' Cobourg Wlt~ 50 to 75.. assl~tant plant manager,
her Jelhes.. " ,h .. lab. I came back. again t~ ~~.,,: Douglas; Packl~g mto ,,:,':~;:emplo~ees, WIth a s~a~onal .' and 10 1948,succeeded Mr.

The U.S .. compa~y stay.onSeptemberl5,·and~.:,i,Canada: ... :'; :';' ::';'. peak .1O.~ate .. sprmg.as::..,Spraggeasmanager.. f'\
wante~ a .plant m C~m~pa on September 271 my wif~ ~};':1,The first offIce bUlldi~g~.'·~·i:.sup~hes .. ~ere be~ng . ~. Mr. Parker remained l..,. "
to get mSld.e.the tarlff~lof ',,' Margery. and; I i.-.wer ,1·;;f.,·l,1se,dby, the compan~ still '-' :.;:..readied Jor .the canmng ': manager 'until "Hoot" ." :~t~·.. ·'
~~nweaNh!tlSh :'.:: ctr-·,: :'.1' ~:r~~~~Jb~~a~~~tb6~~ '~~:;:,:j~~~n~st1~~~t:li~r~~~I~~~ >;.:}.::'~:~~nio"~~ee:;'~~~ga~~ -< .': G~~~ndb~~n oV~~sin ~~~. :.

Mr.· Parker ~ame ihere··and· have.-been here eve ::\,,·..~,.columns at front. .A few ·:·:I<?pouglas-Pectin:.:< ...· ,. . become capital projects . \) ,
whentheplantdid!a~d.has since.":.::';: >; ':'.:k;..'.<~i.'~·years ago, ~here Were. \~::·/X·:ln 1929,: Douglas-Pectin manager. He was born in t ~ •..

been here lever s1Ocie.,By . ~.'Theproudest moment of ;.~;.,..plans to tear It down, but ):.',·:).~.,wasboUght out by Postum. Canada, but Joined GF at. Q
1948,.. he, wa~ /P a~t., my life \Vas in:.:1952~heri.1 :, :;'the current m~nager Ho.ot'i'.Y..~~.in. the . U.S.;. £ and .." the Baltle Creek, Mich .. 31 ,. tIv
mam1ger, and he ret,~red I?, . became·' ·3.... Canadian. '.~~::Gibson wouldn t hear of It,' .';.'.:;'Canadian plant wen~ In the.. ,years ago. In 1946, he / . .
19.62 when H.C. Hoot citizen, 'I he .said .. "It look' ~;: ~nd he found a new use for i :,,~deal . as.; well. '" Other transferred to lhe Windsor '
GIbson took ov;r. me a While to get around to ::'\~"It. It. now. holds .the ':' amalgamations took place plant, th€'n to Toronto head

Cobourg was 10the heart it. But 1knew then where I'· La F r.a n c e . b I u e 1n g in the American parent. office in 1('lJ{1 " •.•~ .-
of the apple country 10 belon.vl;'!et. operation. T_"'" - .
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