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You will see by the above Ghat 1 have arrived at the town
of Portage-l.a-Prairie \"Jhichyears ago \laS the sort of half it.ajhouse on
the plains west of ~innipeg.

I Cbn quite distinctly recollect the town as Father & 1
saw It ten years ago but as \vith all the other places 1 have visited,
in none can be found hardly a trace of tlat for~er period. 1 suppose
it necessarily must be the case that a YGung cou~~ry rich and fertile
must push forward till the laurel wreath of old age and Tull Tfruition
comes to bedeck 1its brovJ. Such 1i1s life <Inrone coming from an olrler
town down East cannot but be struck ""liththe vi~our and enterprise
which seems to be the predominating Tfeature of all the rlasses of
the cO!''lmunity.The tovm itself 1is rather rambling and as far as 1 can
see most of the business seems to be on one side of the street (the
sunny side). The blocks are nearly all of brick and some of the
buildings 1in course of erection are quite Tfine, particularly one of
cut stone, The schools, churches and public buildings would be very
creditable to ~ny town in Ontario. The capacity of the people seems to
be unlimited if one could judge from tllenumber of grocery stores so
~any of them large and displaying a fine assortment. The two best
stores in the place are the hudson Bay stores and Garlands the Ilatter
being wholesale & retail general Dry Goods & Groceries. They occupy
a three double store frontage and about ninety Teet depth with
three stories high.

~ell 1 suppose Jack will be wondering why 1 have not
answered his letters containing the enclosures which arrived all O0.K.
To tell you the truth 1 went out to TilrNev:tons a \,"e-&ago I-Tondayand

only got back to Carberry yesterday afternoon. 1 got all the le~ters &
papers in one batch three vieeks of them and as it was so far from the
post office iIn town 1 had not a chanre to write. 1 put in nearly the
whole evening reading all the home new i-nensely when 1 had not heard

a line for nearly three weeks.

I had a splendid time whilst at Trur. N~wtons and you must
know that they could not do enough to nake my visit enjoyable. Ue "\-vere
out for Ilong drives 1in the country nearly every day, and in every
direction; so you may be sure |1 have seen the country within a
radius of ten miles and more of Carberry pretty thoroughly. We were over
at the Neepawa Fair, and there sawall the products of !lanitoba in

great profusion. '™e took our gun every\:here that v.e ',"entso you may
take it for granted tllatwe have dined on Prairie chlcken and
partridge almost every OUNY. I-r. Newton thinks 1 am quite a crack shot.

I fired at eleven fTlying birds and killed all at the TfTirst barrel 1in

t*"\-vwase shooting one with both right and left and chicken shooting

is not so easy as ducks. They Tly just as swift as a partridge and very

similar. Ask Fred and Cyrus if that is bad for a green horn and a novice.
}~. Newtons nearest neighbour 1iIs a r~r. Caithness a good

Scotch name. VoTevwpre dOvm there for dinner on Thursday. He viaS until

quite a lad a native of old Scotland and went to South Africa before the

days of very much railroad development and about the time the

Kimberley diamond mines vlere being put in operation. He was there

when the Zulu war was on and the -~enorable Tfight at Rourke®s drift. It

is so interesting to ~eet v!ith these travellers from the (Jistant
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parts. 1 asked Iim how he Iljkcd the Tfirst winter Dfter coming from

a climate ,:"herehe hed never seen ;:mysnov~for years. 1U:e 811

these hardy Britons he said he did not mind it a bit. He is a
hcllldsomechap and his eyes sparkled when he said "Do I look as if

I had suffered much.” He has ;nade alot of "money here 8nd is one of
the going Scotchmen. 1:rs. Caithness shov,ed me a beautiful
collection of nearly all the wild prairie flowers of the country nicely
rnounted on ,~"hitecardboard. Some of them are perfect little Esris of
beauty and give :"le faint idea of \r-!hatthe Prairie must have been
when the indian roved the plai~ i~ solitary grandeur, his pony sinking
to “.,hefetlocl:s 2nd breaking off the ~“_lelicatepetals of a carpet
JOven bythe rain, the sun end the "“linn,rivalling 1in color the blue
vault above, and displaying 1in its pattern the tr-cin~-s of a hand

devine. Th~t after~-oon I-r. Newton and || drove East fron his place as he
wanted to show me a I-nitoba bush. Talk of your Baltimore hills they
simply were not in it at all. It ~as sOMe of the roughest 1 have

been through vyet but o.tthe sane time if no fire gors t .lroup,hcontD jns
enough firewood to last this coonunity a decade.

On our _Bkay vie ,lent through a square rnile of Hon. !lobt.
\:atsons timber. He bought this sone time ago thinking 1t might be
valuable i1n the -~uture, but alas put riotyour faith 1iIn the peep}.e, in
his abscence | am afrai d 1t is fading a'""Jayas quickly as the proverbial
arab, and his tent, silently vyet surely.

Just orthf th:"s Icmd lies SOT"leof Sir Donald Sil"\it,bser
which Mr. Newton has the (nominal?) char~e, at least he charges 8nd gets
in renumeration $40.00 per year, all his firewood besides any building
timber he might regain.

I ran around Carberry yesterday afternoon & evening seeing
all ~y friends and saying au-revoir besides doing some business
set tine more in motion, 1 ,Alillenlarge on my arrival home again. |1
decided not to sell ClIny bec("lUsel do not see any better Investnent
just at present and for a few years t.han I,";anitob&8rm Hlands, if in
the midst of a grovlling & progressive section our land is admitted by all
to be some of the very bestest(that is the new superlative) on the
plains. 1 could sell it forl~i~ffltand have lots of buyers but of
course it is vJOrth more than that by.ior [[.DO. The ;-ir. Craig you \"Jere
going to offer so:;ne to has bought a half se etion a mile nearer
Carberry but not nearly so good besides being cropped pretty heavily for
$)~PFF.~FF < That will give you some 1idea of the value of land here.

I-r. Newtons half section 1is five miles again north of our place and he
wants at leasttb5e hundred for 1it.

One feature of-the prairie 1 have forgotten to tell you
about are the magnificent sunsets. \;ords indeed TfTail me iIn attenpting
to describe the T-:lagnificenooof its glory, as it sinks to rest on its
western couch. 7he beautiful rich full coloring, the tints, the shades,
the delicate tr~cery of filmy clouds, goes up to ma~e a scene of such
splendor that could a Raphael himself catch but a breath of such
glorious shading, he must surely feel as happy as old sol, who his
days vIOrk being done dravls closer the curtains of the night embellished
with their fleecy clouds of crimson and eold, and sleeps happy, 1In the
thought that the stars have been lighted, and the fair Luna given ller
lantern under such a peaceful scene, 1f surn~ertime, | fancy |1 could
hear the sprinkling of the tiny flowers with dew, and the soft
soughing of the wind in trees as the birds are cradled and hushed to
sleep beneath the warm sreading wings of their mothers, whilst the
firefly flits about the 1lo~ lying fields and adds a spirit of eerieness
to the scene.
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;"lut p'oocness £Tecious you . ill  be s(y~.ng ,'h8t htls oo1 tI'n Ifll,o
the fellow todiy is he clean daft. I hpli~ve he Must b2. For f~~r of
shov:ine: any more a.c,tY?JingsyLptOY1S of ny spri o1ns }lalady J ;JlJst

call a ~alt or as Harold says IIDry upi.

. am gal.8ato say tiat the *onit'onz PIr unaSSisSteo Ly
~edicine~ has entirely clearpd out 11y cold, and J weighed yesterd~y
147 Ibs. see ho\,; that cO-:ipares ,-lith I-iss J3kers \r,E::ieht-on ~he offj ce
door \lay t~e day I "/ent aVlay 1 forget. I ar-I(';oinE to "linnipeg  tonilLht.
I dont kno\\' a soul here " hich maY.:esit allittle slovi. 1 DrollJised Eliza

I ,lould stay a \yeek on PIY\:3:y back.

The last three days have UP'n <luite VJIRrr'ISW'1Pier"lather.
Everyone \Jith doors and wlindo\.s \Jid open & sitting on verandClhs.
Say -~:arth do you know Fred said the letter he opened and for\Jarded \:;1S
frOT:'l'ly eirl, no'! v,IQuldn't that lJlaY.:e(you)laugh. As Eddie J-1cUachtan
said the dogs nar.le \vas nyou kno\t~tl. (,Tith lots of love to all of you
not forgetting Ned; Rose and the wee bairns.

P.S. Tell Haggie 1 have not
had time to write her a letter

as yet but 1 have not entirely
forgotten her. Let her read
this one and then she will feel it is a

cOffibination to you & herself.
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I left Brandon yesterday morning at 6:30 A.11. prettjY
early dont you think. 1 arrived at Hilton about eight and after
h2ving breakfast 1 had a short tiY.Jeto I,:8.:8¢ Harry had not
call(.d for me.

In Jrandon the eve before 1 net 11" . \,"illiamHenders on
(.his "“nother viho caT"lefrom Plainville. 1 also met 111" Hunt VJho
runs dry goods & gents furnishings at Dr2,ndon. He used to know
John F. "Jell YJhen he VJas in l;cJJehar.s. | think he also ran a
store on King St. in Toronto. | T"lewJ.so f,rthur HaY,key. Harry
arrived for me a little after ten &we had a nice drive over
the country which 1is very rolling and hilly. The farm is
nicely situated overlooking the places narrledabove and cornnands
a Tfine view alSO of Turtle 110untains 40 miles a"":"la¥.have seen
a great amount of eame in the distance. At dinner yesterday
a tremendo~s prairie fire went by on the other side of the
lake the wind was blowing our way and do you know that at
dinner time the sun wss so entirely obscured that we had to
have a lamp it being pitch dark outside the sun looked like
a ball of fire. -

Mrs. Lowe was very glad to see me and is looking
very well although it does seem not nice to see a woman of
her accomplishments in such an outlandish place. 1 think she
“ivouldlike to go East & see all of the folks. Harry a::1d are
just going over to Belmont a ten mile drive one way.

The shack is a 3 roomed house, the sleeping part
being divided off by curtains. How do you think T~rtha would
like to live way out here & keep house .~ of a mile to the
nearest neighbour.

I must hurry as Harry 1is I"1JaitingTtrs. Lowe sends
her kindest regards to all the Cobourg people.

Harry thinks I look like Cyrus when he saw him

With much love to all
I remain
Your ever loving son
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Macdonald Hall,
Guelph, Ontario

My dear Murray,

Your letter just rec'd, and T was so glad to hear from you
many thanks for the clipping. Needless to say I was the girl who
proudly displayed the nd of the cigarette. It certainly was a mighty
thrilling day to say the least.

When you see it in the movies you will discover me
standing next to His Rovgl Highness. T was just thrilled to death. On
his way from our residence over to the boys the Prince was talking to
me, of course I thought T was walking on air. T had shaken hand
with him before, so when he turned and asked me if I liked dancing I
simply looped. I talked with him for a minute or two then the
crowd pushed me one.

Just when he was leaving he gave all his cigarettes
away he handed out all he had to the girls on the left side of the
car., 1 was standing with the mob on the right side of the car. What
do yoy suppose he did ? Reached right over the heads of those on the
right side and handed me his last fag, I was so thrilled I didn't
know whether I was coming or going.

But the best came yesterday when I got my mail there
was a big box containing 100 cigarettes from the prince. They were his
own private brand. Those with the three plumes. I'm just so excited
I can hardly exist. fou are probably bored hearing only news of the
Prince but I will probably have recovered by the next time I write.

Until then,
Much love,
Tour little pal,

Lenah.

P.S. Do write soon, Please remember me to everyone. L.
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Macdonald Hall,
Guelph, Ont.

My dearest lother,

Well the excitement is over. The Prince was here
yesterday and it certainly was terrifically exciting.

He arrived at twelve thirty just in time for
lunch. The girls were all at the front windows and just as he was coming
up the walk we sang " Jonni€s in Town " which is his favorite séng.
There were about umpteen yeporters movie men, and official photographers,
who took the Prince’s picture as he entered. After having lunch with
us in the big dining room we all assembled in the gym, which is on
the second floor. The Prince came in and shook hands with all of us,

I was the second one honored. We were =nlll simply thrilled to death

as he was going down the steps at the front door the photographers and
movie men again got busy. They ask the Prince to remain og the steps

a minute and the girls all crowded around. And my dear " 1 " was
standing beside his Royal Highness. 3o when the movie of his tour
through Canada is shown when it comes to his Guelph visit just look
for this child and you can't miss the Prince of Wales.

On the way from our residence over to the boys Gym,
we were singing Jonnie's in Town the movie men got in front and took
a movie of us singing, I was in the front ranks. Halfway across the
campus I found myself walking on the grass just opposite the Prince so
he said to me - "Do you like dancing ?" I said "Yes T love it", he
said "Do you do very much of it here ?" 1 said we usually dance for
a while after supper in the gym," he said, "that's great™, and then
the crowd shoved me on (the big brutes). Later on one of the official
photographers said to me "Have you any souvenirs," and T told him "yes™.
He asked to see it & I produced the end of a cigarette which the Frince
had just thrown away. The photographer ask me to hold it up & my dear
he took my picture holding the cigarette. Just as the Prince was
getting in the car to leave the boys shouted all together. le want a
holiday so the adorable Prince arranged for it.

When he was seated in the car some of the girls who
were gathered around the car ask him for cigarettes for souvenirs. He
Eroduced his case and gave all the girls one on that side of the car.

was standing in a mob on the other side he only had one cigarette
left so what do you suppose he did ? Simply reached over all the
girls close to the car and handed his last cigarette g me. Was T
Thrilled ?' I simply looped.

To end the tale this morning I went in for my
mail what should there be in my box but a package with just these
words From The Royal Traip. On opening I discovered a huge box of
cigarettes. 100 in a box, each cig. is marked with the Prince of Wales
own private crest that is the three plumes I feel as though I were in
7th heaven. Its getting late so must close. Do write soon and tell me
the news.

Heaps of love vour own little daughter

Lenah

P.S5. For heavens sakes don't put this in the paper.



