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WHY T™HE COMBER CROSSENS CAME TQ COBOURG IN THE EARLY 1800 s

The ansver may be partly supplied by Angus Baxter in his IN SELRCH OF YOUR
RuOTS (Toronto: MacMillan, 1978), p. 259, referring to a compaable Irish
f:mily he researcheds -

. «sthe early 18C0%s when the first of the great potato famiies came,
and the mass emigration to North Americs commenced, In the tarly part
of the ninet centh centmzy (be’ .tween 1830 and 1850) the situsticn in
Ireland could not have been worse, There was little or no incustry
and ninety per cent of the population depended on casnal wori on the
farms, At that time sqhty-five per cent of the werking popul:tion

was unemployed--.victim to absentee English landlords and a cruplete
lack of economic planning,

The small part of the land in Irish hands had been divided ard subdivided
so that the average small-holding was less than one acre. The Irish peesant
never ate meat and was dependent on potatoes grown on his smell pateh

and eked out with meal, Starvation came in the summer when tie old crop
was eaten and the new crop was not yeti ready, June, July, anéAugust were
known as the "meal months."

The meal was imported from overseas and had to be bought for zash, The
Irish worker-~--with no money to hig name--<had to borrow aga!nst his pay
in the fall when the potatoes were harvested on the lands of the big
landlords, Every village had 1ts “gombeen man,” or money-lenier, who would
lend at twenty-five per cent interest and then collect his ripayments
directly from the landlord, Few workers ever say the money tizy earned in
a fifteen-hour day in the fields at a wage of one shilling a day!

In those days the popuiation of Ireland was eight million--~diuble what it
is tcday. In the early 1800's one million Irish emigrated, mcstly to the
United States and Canada,

The fare to New York or Quebec was £7, In 1845, 103,000 peuvpiz saled from
Ireland in the first three months of tke year, They salled in "coffin shirs
~~wancient, leaking, overcrowled, and hedly provisioned, Pas:anegers were
supposed to get seven pounds of provisions per perscn psr we:k, but rarely
gav any of 1%, A ship licensed to carry two hundred passengers would
squeeze four hundred aboard, Passengers slept on floors, and there ware

ne sanitary arragngements, The voyahe across the Atlantic tock from six to
eight week: anéd hundreds died of cholera, dysentery, exposure, and
malnutrition,

2ven this appalling voyaig, with all its death and suffering was better
than conditions back in Ireland, The potatc crop falled in 1832, 1836,

1837, 1839, 184k, and 18tk and utter starvation was widespread in the
country... '

YRARGL! 21aU9 BRUGE0J



