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'1 -.e !'iru'S"Uurma.,.. be part.ly suppli~d 'by Angus buxter in h12 IN SEI.Rea: Off YOUB
R':O'l'S (Toronto: Ms.cl>1illan) 1978)!' rf •• ~!59~referrin,g to ;<t' compa:able Irish
f~mJl, he resasrchedt

" . "J rV"'Oil • ..., t r1 6a > t t t.. t .,. -l
>< •• 'the early .VV' .0;.' e,J " r~h. ot 'J~ grea !Jo"a 0 iam ....,ISS eame,
and the mass ftmigr tlon to ,"o:rth Jh,'l.erica comro~H'lCe~.• In the •.arl} part
ar the nir.\et ~€nth c~r.ttnj?1 (be·-;t-wae.1 1830 ani 1850) the rd~u:t:lcn in
Ireland could flOt:; have been w~)rse" There W8.S litt.le or no iOI.;stry
and ninety per ce ~t of the population depended on casual won Oil tll'
~ai~ms. At t.hat time 5~ty.~five per cent of th~ werking pcpulctiok1
'was unemplo~fed--vlct:tm ''''u a't'jsentt16 Engl".sh landlords and a ccnplete
Jack of ecemolflic planningQ

The small part of the lar •.d in Irish hands had 'been, divided arj sd.b~.iv1cec
so that the ave-raga small·~holding Wf.UJ le!!:5 than on·' acre .. Th.li I ...."ish pea ..F..:l't
never ate meat and 'WaS dependent on. pota.toes gr(')~r ••.on his smf.\l patch
and eked out with mea.l .•. Starvation came in the sutlmYar \lhen Me old ex OJ)
'",as eatem anu the new crop was nut yat rendY$ June, J'uly? E.m~.!:.lg!:2.stwere
known as the ffmeal mo ths, "
The menl was imported fr'm~ .'J?(-. seas anj l au to be bOQght £01' ~a,3h. The
Jr1t\h 'Worlter---1lIith no money to his nama---hs..d to borroll: aga:.l'llst his pa~"
in the fa.ll when the potato~:l waE'e h~u'v~sted on thf'! laud" 01' thtl big
landlords. EveI'Y villlSg h:a.d it Ugombaen man., et 0 oney-len:: <?I"~ ~~howould
lend at t enty- five per cent intere~t nd then eol1~r.t his rt payment:3
~i:reet1.y frena the lll,ndlord Fe 'Worker3 ev ray thft mO!lfj~'tr ~~.ea.rn~d ir:
a f~,rteen- hour day In ti:w fi~ld t a wRge of ,,~ shill tn& !f. 3ay!

In those days the population or Ireland lias eight mil11on---d:>u la 'What it
is today .• In the ~a.rly 180QV9 one n111100 Irish ~m1grat d, .Qc'§tly to ·thE~
On:ite<! Statet~ eni C~V'~H!tL.

:i'be f$.:l'Q} to New ~Y.Drk01'" Qu.~'b(~C~ns £7 .• Xn 181."" l03~OOO pt$op;~ ~al($d frum
Irelanl! in the first th.•.·e~ months of t~e yeO'.:r. Th~~l sa tl~d fe', "coti"in c;h i .•~
...._•• nc1~nt, leaking, overt::l'cwdod~ and ~dly p1""visioood •. P!lS!~:t. ,ge' 9 were
suppa ed to get sev,~n pt'm.nd•.• of prcv1s~.ons per' per~crt. pgr we-:Ki bnt rnTf:-.ly
saw nyof it. A ship licensed to c~rry t~o hundred pas5enge~~woul.squ el;e fl>ur hundred aboard ..Passengers slept on floors) and there wara
no sltnitar]' arrangements .. Tho voyabeacross the A.tlantic too~~ from six to
eight weekll and hun.dreds died 0 chole.-ra dy.'$ept(~X"}~ e)fpo.,w '('~ f'"
~J.n t:l~;.,mfl,

~V~l1 th:h~app' 1J~l·lIg""rJyaga, 'Wi til ltll 1ts death at.:~·~Hilrrel·in~,..,'a.$ bat~e.r
'~hart cotUlit:J..ocs back in. Ireland. The potato crop railed :tn J.,032, 1830,
1837, 1839, 1841 t and , 8l}4~ and utter staz-vat ion '~aS -wide&p:tead in the
eountrYG'


