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\~).~~ \or Dear- 11a ry ~1a c 1e an,
C! {)\) ~ Tlianks alot for your envelope of Walter Crofton stuff, and
'.) ~. here's a cheque for the reproduction, postage, etc. costs. I'm particUlarly~\ '\
I' P 1e a sed by tite 0 bit u a ry alld the' i III pro v e [II en t I 0 f tile d is t r ic t bit s fro III

) ) J, (\ \) 18 4 5 - - - jus t a s Iie 's a ng 1 in9 his 1'1 a y i n tot he pub 1 ic s e rv ice .
)I' \ \ I I III i nth eve rye a r 1y s tag e s 0 far e sea rc h pro j e c t for 1'1h ic h t II e III a i n

(} '\ pub 1 icat ion s pro b a b IY won't a p pea r be for e 1994 0 r 5. But i'lere's so IIIest u f f
you might want to add about Crofton to your local files.

He comes to Cobourg in mid-1835 as tl"le Newcastle District Granlillar
School [llaster, which I'las a government appointillent (ct. Armstrong's f:L~..!.19..lJ.Q_oK
Ql..JlJ~E..~x_.9.a na dt~..fi.~1i..t:.Q.QQ1Q9.:'tJ. The rei san a cc 0 u n t 0 f this s c h0 0 1 i nth e
V.P.P...e.r.....g.§I.'l§,.9.a..$.!LQ.9.L.:!...§..§._ (i e 1e g is 1a t ive ass e III b 1Y pap e t· s) for 1839 g iv in 9
numbers of stUdents, subjects taught and Crofton's pay; he's described as a
'scholar of Trinity College, Dublin'. However, he didn't take a degree at
Trinity and they don't have records of enrolled students for the period,
only of graduates. Most years he made £100 from the government, plus
student fees.

At least from 1841 he tries to angle his way into the public service.
In the PUblic Archives of Ontario education papers (Record Group 2) there IS

a lengthy exposition of his educational views written at this time which he
writes while seeking the post of Assistant Superintendent of Education for
the colony of Canada West. The actual Assistant Superintendent described
his views as banal.

Many people wrote and pUblished bits on 'ililproverlient' in an effort to
angle their way into government jobs, and its interesting that Crofton
writes in nle §_t~L about the need for good statistical information. III
November, 1846, he was appointed to a clerk's position in the Inspector-
GUleral's (ie Finance) department. Here lie was responsible for preparing the
parliamentary 'Blue Books' which contained---on blue paper---drafts of
bills, petitions and departmental reports. The following March Crofton was
also named first secretary to the newly-created Board of Registration and
Statistics.

Tilis body was supposed tu conduct tile censuses projeded for 1848 dnd
to produce anl1ual statistical reports on the state of the country to
pariiaillent.

Tile only doculI,ent Crofton's department produced wliicl) has survived was
an 'Appendix' to his annual report of 1849. which can be found in the
Leg is 1a t iv e Ass e m b 1Y §.El.?2..LQ.naJ....f!.~.P_~_L§i. f0 I' 18 49 , A P P e f) d ix B. The f rag m e 11t



from the Star on gaol reform was lnoluded, but Crofton was repeatillg the
vie ws 0 f so III e 100 a 1 she r riff 0' I t his sub J e 0 L. t'10 s t 0 f Lhe a p pen d 1x
oonsisted of tables drawn frolll the Canada West oensus of 1848, witl, SOllie
instruotive disoussion of the significanoe of oensus data. The original
report was said to be destroyed in the parliamelltary fire of 1849.

But notioe in the U_'1iJJ=-_~_!:..,§Y. P_9_P_E:l_L~, Lord Elgin ~~rites to Lord Grey to
suggest tllat Crofton, Wl101i1 he desoribes as a 'rabid Tory', Ilad been taking
a d van tag e 0 f t 11e r i 0 t s 0 v e r the Re belli 0 n Los s e s Act ton e g 1 e c t his d uti e s .
Elgin suggests Crofton never actually wrote tile report of 1849, but only
produced tile appendix, and Elgin is forced to apolugize to Grey for tile
absence of the Blue Books too.

Stlll Crofton manages to hold on to his secretary's job for awhile. On
26 June 1851 in the Legislative Assembly q..9_tJJ.-_'}AJ...?_he reports on the progress
of the oensus in Lower Canada (probably this is about tile abortive atteilipt
at an L.C. census in 1848, cause the so-called '1851' census wasn't taken
until January 1852).

With the creation of the Bureau of Agriculture in 1852 to provide
agricultural statistics, Crofton lost his place on the Board of Statistics--
-1 April 1853. William Hutton, secretalY to the Bureau, writes the Board's
report for 1853, and in 1855 the two agencies are joined to become the
Bureau of AgriCUlture and Statistics under Hutton.

Through a reading of the Public Accounts reported in the annual
1e ~Ii s I a t i v e $__?_~.?jo n_~_Lp_~2._§lJ:_.?_0 n e see s t hat Craft a n r e III a i n e din the pub lie
service until 1858. He is usually reported as a clerk in the AgriCUlture
depdrtillent, but oocasionally as in the Inspector-General's office, and once,
i r Ire III e III b e t- cor t- e c t I y, i nth e P0 Stili a s t erG e n era 1 ' s 0 f fie e . TIIere i s what
luoks 11ke a severance payment to hilll in 1858, after ~jhich date I lose sight
of hi III •

I doh 0 pet 0 fin d III0 rea b 0 u t Cr 0 f t a i\, and p 8 r IIa pst a \H i tea s h 0 r t bit
about him in the future, and I will send you a copy if I do write samet/ling.

You III i g IIt wan t ton at ice Iiiy ~_~_i.Jgtf.l_9 tJI(~ E_~ttJgA_Lt9.-'J_eJ..__$_t~t~~ g_?_r!£l_~ ..:t.
~_~~_t._l_J_~3_~_:.t$.l.1 (London, Ontario: Altllouse Press (UWO), 1988) wl1ich provides
s I) III e de t ail a b out lac a led u cat ion a I "i s tor y . AI so in Iiiy n e)( t, Tr~_E:l
~g_V_'§J.- __D(r!_~_111...._!?.-Y t1lQ! _Q§ J1~.1J._7 ID_~.P_~.<,;_U_'O_Ll_.}_ .._._._S.QtLQ..~t.LQX~_._.__?f:I_s,i §_t£lJ_~____£2_t~~dL~J __...LLl_
g_~.!l?_9.-? W_?.?_tw11i c 11 I a Iii llOpin g will a p pea r i n 1 9 9 1 fro 111 Un i v e r sit y 0 f Tor 0 n t 0

Press (nothing definite yet) there is quite a bit of information about the
Newcastle District, the educational activities of the District Council to
1850, and the biographies of the first three district' educational
inspectors: JolIn Steele, Benjamin Hayter and James Baird. Hayter is a
s i iiii 1a I' fig u r eta Cr oft on, and t 11ere i san ace a u n t 0 f 11i rli i n (l~_l:1§_'!_~J!_~_'_?_
tta_v_9J f3....tQ_9i:.9_pJ_LLQ_<'!_L QL~_i.Q_[U:1LY_ 0 f 18 6 2, whie Ii one 0 f IIIY 0 d d colI e a 9 u e sin
History ordered for Laurier's library. But I think I sent you a copy of
tl1e entry.

Thank~o~elP,

Bruce Curtis


