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By liell Gwynne, Oobourg. Ontario.

J.ioto--1 am indd ~ti ~or the facts in the following little  sketch
to the kindness o:f :Ir5. Weils who is a daughter of :~. Sa:B001 Ash,
and who was born on the spot in which she now resides, in 1803. :irs.
Wells, who an::ongma.ny £.:IxQcllent qualities 1is possessed of superior in-
tellegence and a. remar:{a.bl3' retenti va l:icfiory, was affect.:3d almost to :
tears while reconntine the hardships and;auffcrincs of hor ps rents durind
their 9srly life in Canada.

).he first  settlere in the vi<?inity of ;-ob'u.rg were (~r. S a",;"1Ugkh.
and hit" brother-in-law, IJr. ~oger rZe;lcott, \'ho teopted by the offers nu(e
to Ceradian settlers by Lieut. Gov. Simlloe, left th eir homes in the stat e
of Nei, York, in the spring of 1797.. They, accompanied by t 10 father of .
eir. A~h. who wa.s quite an a-ed mane. crossed Gake Ontario in an open boat
and lanL:ed noar L:.ingston. .1.hetwo young- men bou.e-t a yok.e of ,xen between
them, and r'8ving constructed rUfle sheds, ti.pon which tl-.e:: stropped their
luggage. and which were drawn by the oxen. 'rhe~'tra.velled up tht'ongh the
woods, whioh must have been a. weary journey indeed, till tiiey came toO
a, the neighborhood of ‘lilhere the town of ,;obo'llrg now stands, whigh Vlas then
~ ~like the whole country about--e. trnckles wilderness. Th~ farm on which
~VlIr~elJj now resides is part of the wn7o huUO.ttred a.cres of .Jand choSQP- hy h.
wir. A~hjraLt t}h:e fati nO~l oT-mod. by .n .e(JInr:J~s BCHLY) 1~ P~t of tle wo | i~
hundred acres chosen by.-..iX. liolcott.avJ:""ng tlelect od. their It"nd t:.e t.70"
men went to wor~ with bra-ye henrts and their (~'ooda~{es, and the: not only
did tiH;i v settlers, duties on their land, but had ,hewn out cnoui>zh of tte
Virgin forest to enable ;~hento "Il.tin a little crop befoTe rnt;rnine-
to the States for their funilies; which they did in a cou-le of we- %s
"1'he scttlors’ chttieA consisted in  b'lilicine a log .:;abin on E: lot
of' land. and in chop-ning dovin nn~ clearin4d~ wup enou.eh wood to maze flve
lar~e pl"u.sh heaps. r:hen t}:e~" ad. done th~.e an:1 psid tV'lient~7-fi v . dollars
api eoc’ for their deeds the Innd -;ms — heirs. ~hcap land. we \rou1\ net ur-
ally Lnagine now-a-days. but t;at remains to be seeri.
"They recrossed tle |I~::e b~ t e way v.~d-rhad co e and brott["'ht their
familieS' over in a 8811 Be. oon-!''t \"hi h sajlcu 1"r.o;J Oswego and lanJcd
at Fresque Isle. : .. o
"Their life in their new home'waG for many YOS1-®ne harc\. stTw.:,;~~le.
The cho!'Tiog and Iogging and ~lctl.1." |ng ~tp'of hTu.sht-in ‘lI7hi.Jh t—e:"™ w..re

-:1)ri<Jtu.fia ~ — {hcm n__ . clot eri t'le~" had G.t)on
, )WOJ ~i;e.,TL 7 Ten 1 hel ~wi’ "llea Pent up their )

® .- aIU I . .
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~ they had worn these out-and had left themselves with scarcely
~nough bed olothes to protect them from the cold during the long severe
winter they tanned deer skins and made clo~he8 of them. From constant
exposure to all sorta of weather these olothes were constantly  becoming
wet and driod on their,persons, in aonsequence of hich they would be-
come 8s hard as b08!'cl8 arid Tlou.1ldof oourse be ve~" uncomf'ortable. To
remedy 'this the ives would take thert after their husbands md gone to
bed on S8turd8~Y night and spend the live lone night ashine sne rubbing
?g_cli pulling at them to render th~ clean snd 80ft for the next week'S
il. :

~ey came by their first d~ goods in the following manner:
Toronto, or Little Yor—~. thoueh then scarcely worthy of being c[.lled
a village, was beglnnine to build up, abd lime was in de~anu there.
Having burnt a quantity of lime our 'Worthy pioneers made peroeues and
having loaded them ith lime they pad ‘'led them all the Vlayto Toronto,
where the~1 sold theirllime and bong.It.cotton to make dresses for their
wives ith the proceeds. But hen the)l arrived at home the e"od woman
thinking  their  husband
made the cotton wup into shirts for them. The, went forth on Eon:'e~
morninc rejoioing in their new sLirts: a shir'ti being e. Itlxu.r~' they had
not kno\'m.for many o day, and when the~7 came home on Sat.urday night all
that ramaindolof therJ were the wri~be.nde which 'Were buttoned about
lihbti:1 necks, the havine been liternlly torn to shreds among the brush
in whioh they had been working, whicJ. would have been hard enou:-h upon
any oloth, but this so de rly bou[:ht was Buch poor material that it
was sca.roely wo~h makinG up. /' "1

~inthe course of time as tlle~' €0f their land cleared t™i3: . ~rc
en bled to ral ~e glsx, out of whic}lthe~" Vlovecoarse linen, but ,t as
6. good many yeare before the~ WGro ble to keep shoe;~ on BiCOunt 0~
the olves, which wus a great misfortune to the .. on accom.t of the.
length and severity or the winter.

"One evening shortly after they had taken up their sl)ode in the
country Mrs. Ash was Burprised to see a stranger present hlt!8elf at
her door soliciting accomodation for the night for hi~elf &1d his
servant. r8 A 1llsummoned h;~:rhusherld uho was at or . in the bush hard
by. .he:, the stranger informed him that he .as. Gov. Simcoe, and th t
hai"I£1.s trevellin dovm throuJ'h ithe count~1 on horse heok accompanied by
his servant. r.  Ash mnde hin cordially welco;2e. telling him he B
sorry he had not something better to offer him. But Gov. Simcoe ssoured
him that their pla.ce eas mu.chPlore comfortaJlle than man~'he hacl passed
on his 3ourney. TLe food \"life now busieCi. herself in p::cparing -~ullper
for the weary travellers, a proces~ that was watcnea w-~th 8 g-0Q denl
of 1nt crest by thel r guest. who la.ughed' outright when he siw 1.~. Ash
brine in his 10geinS ohuin for the purr?se o;j suspending one o~ ~hc

I"lots over tho fire.
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"Becessity 6s the mother of invention." ingeniously remarked the
sturdy Bettler as he lemt his wife a hand iIn the arrangement of her
pots and pans.They had freRh venison for supper, but what else history
does not record. but whatever 1t was i1t was keenly relinhed by the
travellers. seasoned as i1t 38 by the most a-petizing of all sauces,
hunger and weariness. Gov. Simcoe declared he had not enjoyed a meal
so henrlly since leaving EqJ.and. The:- noVlbrought in their btankets
hich they c:"rruedstrapped to their saddles and made themselv~":"esofort-
able for the nig:it, going on their way in the morning and carryine with
them the good 1shes of their hospitable entertainers.

"The woods. abounded with «eer and various kinds of ga~meane
the 180, :&Warmed with 1"1shof 1.m .nse siG;e. so that the set tlers were
never at a loss for meat hen they oould find time ~0o go ~ut and hurlt
or fish. Salmon from ten to tueJ.vepo~ds weielLt would come up the
oreeks i1n shoals ever:"fall, and the settlers w re in the hshit of aalt-
ins dov,na couple of barrf:Is of them fLnually for winter use. Here
let 1-tbe remarked. that the creeks of the present time arl.but In agre
strecHflets oompared to hat they then \Vere. What is now knonn ae:
the "Y~ctory Creek™ havine been quite s respectable river iIn those dGys.

In the meantime settler~ had been 8rad Ally comine into the c-~untry.
each 1"amllybuilding their log oabin and making their ~1ttle desrine
in the ilderness. | -once he~rd t-e daut"ter of one of tr.e settlers.
when quite cn aeed woman. talking of the sulierings of he nmily 1in
t"tose fer oil"da:vs. She said she had many a time wand ered D.longth.e
lake shore i1th tr.,ebope of findine a fish wr:shed ashore. Ane: one-
sprine to eave t!._6IDselvesfrom ste.rvDtion the'y were obliged to dig up
the potatoes they had planted and eat them aft~r cutting out the eyes
which they planted iIn their stead. On telling this to rp. Ward sha
said: "l h8ve not the least doubt but what ~he se.tdwos perlect.ly true.
I knew who her father was periectly ell, he lived in a little cabin
down by the lake sbore and he was too IaZ)I/ to laugh. 1 have seen him
oome to our house and iity father woind tell him some jokes or some f nny
stories, and he v/onld open his mouth ahd roll his head from eide to
eide, ~ut no Inueh--he was too lazy to Bet up a_ laugh.” i

"The settlers used popped corn boiled in milk, after it bad been
pounde\: in a atwllphollowed out for the purpose 8S a sUlJstikute for
IJrea", and atra,!:berrvleO-ves and variou.s kinds of heros aaua sl:bstitute
for tea.. They gradually got t.hemcelve into stock b~y trading back and
forth with the settlers at the Bay of Quinte, which 7.cs comparatively
an old settlement, it having beeil settled coi.1e years previously by U.E.
"Loyalists. l.rs.Ash obtuined her first geese from peoplo who had egoe
up irom the Bay of uinte and did _ ~ pay for-the~.

""£here €re no IndianF Ac~n In this 1"\"rof the ‘country for f"<?vernl
years after the arriv 1 01°t",ef"irf"tsettlers, wh-ti~g.h they frec.nently
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met ith the remains of their oamps about in the' oods but in the \f

course of time they beean to come baok to their old huntine grounds '~

along the "big Ilake". hioh t" ey had no doubt deserted for ™"fresh ~

fields and pa.stures new". These were the red ~an'a pa~' days, they

had plenty of game, and as they were in slnusl receipt'of "governments

presents”, 8s they ere oalled, they were much better clothe. than

their pale feoee brethren. JJ
IThe £irst place of business in Cobour8 wes a blaci..smith" s shop

which stood about here ssrs. Graha.mend Mtina}r.er'e\sl;ore now B~

and the first sche:l as held in an™Oia stable. whicrh had beeu fitte

up for the purpose ~.by nailing slabs over th~oraoks to keep out the

rain. It was taught b~ the daughter of the U.-. Loyalist, and stood

where Waldle's bakery now stands. 1y informant, who is among the few

that survives among thoBe wno attended this school, tells how the child-

ren used to amuse tloelDselves at noon by r.Inninf. dov7il through the o0 s te

where the north Americnn Hotel non stands, which as then an Ollen field

to gather the sweet scented Indian grass which srew there in grist

qua.ntities, or eo.etimes by going down to the sand~' beach to wntch
the Indians cat ching sturgeon, hich were of such immense si ze tha.t the:)"
oould be compareu to nothine but sheep. It is curious to think tf this

little band of children who trudBed throu;h the woods to schools bare

footed and scantily clad in such .coarse raiment as the country affored

a.nd yet many of whomli vec to see themeel ves surrounded b; ever;.," luxur;.'.
"After the settlers had cleared enouet lane to enable the to raise

wheat in large qua.ntities, it was of very little nee to them ss the.
could not..get it e;rourld but 6S they carried it to Surell. And they
could find no mar~et for it.. After kecping so..¢:hundreds of bushels

of wheat over yeer aft er ~/ear .1Jr. Ash wa.s obliged to feotl it to his
horses to keep it from bein~ entirely wusted.

~Amongthe ma.nyprivctions from which the settlers suffered one of
the greatest aF~th. want of boo-\8. Mr. Ash ViotHi.tell in aftf'r yenre
how he ould somotimes oomoshomefrom his work in the ev-enine-and ~ind
his ife absent, when he oulu knoTlishe ha.d gone out into the woods
in seer~h of t.he cows h1lOh wert..'in the habit of strflyine a'7e.~', and he
V/ou.l. be enabled to 1010 her by tracing the mark of her bleeding feet
on the stones and brush as nr vent slong.

"But there was a bett I ti le comlne--sohooner~ were beginnine to
put in alon~ the shore from time to time, bringing goods and other
necessarieavfor which t o settlers traded with them.

"The f~rst goods sold in Cobourg were brought by ~~jor ~oncs. ~fte~
- arkls a man named .&lollonalJ.brought goo2.s and aold them to the set tl ora.
and then a Loner Oanadian namef ~mngo or I-n~o opened a little storo.
~\"" "Rather e. good joke on the ,ife of one of the first store Kkec!'ers
i.,a l.'o'boll.rgvent the roun(l. of the settlement in the old times. One of
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the settlers being desirous of buying s pound of 8hoP happened to go to
the store iIn the absence of the proprietor,who had left his wire 1In
oharge 1in his bsence. The good woman haVin?( had the misfortune to have
been bro~ht up in these wild parts did not know one figure from another
or one welgrt frQD ah~ther, and a8 consequently quite at a loas hen hor
customer made knovm his domand. ~ing. her dilemma and having an eye to
the main ch~nce the customer remarked iIn a sentenious tone:

"*~ell ~rs. So and So, a pound is 8 pound the world round. and of
course i1t will do just as well 1f you measure 1t in the pint mef;sure.n NoO
doubt glad to see her wa-1 out of the difficulty she ti:uediately res:!ionded:

"Yes 8 pound 1s a pound the world round."

"A(ldforthwith measured him out a pint of shot. Thinking in the
simplicity 1f ber_hea~ that ss a "|i)ound was a pound the world round,"
it oould not possibly undergo ~. alteration b. being litlttnto a p~nt
measuro.

"As the sput on which the town now stands began to ta;~ethe form of
a little villa.:e, the settlers gave it t-Le name of "Hardsorabble, "by way
of a oke on their own hard "sorabbling" to get alon%.

One of the inhabitants “asdesirous of having this name ch|[need to
"Buckville" and built a tavern Vlhic:+ke oalled "Buckville Tavel®ll" and
whioh stood. i1f we 1llista:.net. where the Toronto Barlk no'", sta.nds. He
had a sign Ekft painted and erected on two ceder posts before the door,
but the glo~ of "Buckville Ta~~nIn was of short duration, for _hen tho
pronrietor opened his door on the morninG sfter the ere~tion of his sign
.all that remained of it as about s foot and a half of t.heco"ar po-~ts.
the rest 01 i1t havi~ disappeared m%/sterious_lly du~iug the niglte.

nhen the first l:.j)iscopadhurch was ouilt the steeple was ellrillonnted
with a vmther cock in the form of a fish. and the villaee as immediately
dubbed "Salmon Cit~-o But in time "Hardscrabble"™ "Buckville" e.nd"SQlihnn
City" gave Wa)ll to th staid old name of Col-nrc.

~The feelings of tLO first settlers many of nhom. thanks to their
own industry, were in comparatively easy oircumstanoes, were ve~i much em-
bittered by the treatment the~' received at the handa of scertain class of
old oountry people who now beean to coma into the count~-. The ~eeling
that existed on both sides will be best illustrated by the following
little aneBdote: An English 8entlt_eman who had been s feTlyears in the
countr-\f\'/\ﬂas shoun to run for Ptlrliament”.and.called one fine"evening at t,I%le
house 0l 1ar. r;olcott for the pur-Dose of eo.~iciting hie aid in the coming
election. Loath to refltsehis polite .request. thko.l.ghe had no intention
of aiding him. Jr. Wolcott accompanied him to the house o~ Mr. Ash whoBe
aild h6 aleo solicited. After a good deal of preliminary conversation -~.
Ash gave vent to his pont up feelings iznthe Tfol":;~)wingather 1"orcible
litLle impromptu speeoh:\ i i i

"We toiled up and drurged our lug/jageup t r"Jushmiles a.ndmiles of
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Yilderne s,' and we 'oak our axes and hewed plaoe qut of -1 solid
1t'11derness. r ou, q ~0,e.to: e mad~ I"'oads for 1011 to _drive 70ur
.,anlages ever.: dno 1'0-ant to driv your oarriage Daele over us:

e are not tit to ,associate: e a~e to be put down to the lowest grad-
o~ oaiety beoause we have Ailot had those advantages of ducation that the
oountry could not a£~ord.: Youwant to ride rou shod over us because j'ou
happen to hsy. the adtantage over us of coming from all ".old oountry--a

co.untry that_ s8 3nu nuthing. -~il that has been hundreds of 1estB gro—~ing
to be whit it s- o sir': 1 us myinfluence to put no such people I-to
power. will do 70u no injury. but I' will say to no man, vote here or

voto there: Let very manvote as his consoience directs him.n :

This was the first time th oandidate for Parliamentary ‘honors had..
~~ndesoondedto”cro$s, thethr~~holdo~ his home~p~ neighbor. nd it is
, eedless to remark that he did no't oallagain.

Whenthe steamer FrontenS'!'o passed np the ‘lake, which it did shortl?
after it was.w er the ('r of 1812, ita maohinery ade 8uoh a fearful
noise that the people left their houscs and ran ~or their lives to the
lake shore to see what was the matter, one manlosing his hat in his hurry
and consternation. The settlers gave it the name of "Old Puffer® nd It
afterwards became such a terror to the c.hildren in its trips np and down
the lake that the mothers were in the habit of frig'ltening th into good

. behaviow by threatening to oall"Old Puffer:

0 )

Tradition' .says the' .first Canadathistles seen in this part of the connt2
epn.mg up on the road sides fromssend soattereu from the wé6i'gons that

) {oonveyed ,the Covernment -stores ‘from Kingston to Toronto during the er of
).~'1812. The ~irst 7ellow eed seen here aprang from the seed rought from

estb~ook by capt. Broak. I.f it had not aomein Capt. Brook's eed it
woul,;most assuredly have oibmein omebodyels8 ts. but 1>rall tr.tat one 1
can OInoltvlh(_alp feeling as if they would rather enjoy giVing C pt. Brock 8
ood eM ing. : : )

he first bUr,J!*BlgrQund in this Jpart of t.e ~ountr~ lies unknown and
unnoticed, markel.by few rude stonee, on the hill 10e on the farm of
.uor. l~en Ash. and quite nenr to "The' Pines, n now the residence of -r.
anane. ~hich is be8utlful~  1-~uated at the edge. of the plne- 8rove -on
t e hill top, and where that oharmingi ~ittle .olume of poems. W.ild otes
~rom the Ok ood,” wss writ t.en bl llles Rho .Page. aft erwarde ra.e
Falkner. t - - _ ‘

Amongthe cla-est -cleared :pots In the country lis Sherbrooke. 'And .an
architectural cusloulty sucb, s | think 1 me)bs 17 say 1s not t9 e

met .—thin many ml;les ,18 She'rbrooke~~ge" ~ioh ep:t—n a 10 08bi

bmit ~by e .gl.:the earlie, N, ettlore. ‘It 18  1tlISted 5>n~ e lake ,ore

about ~our I~B e o own~- Zr: first seeing 1l | hornt  *lleu of:h
von.:G bleat 1 Ircilember  wonderl h.at L.n~ oJ:'shape a houllle ,auld be

0 linT seven gablee\ but Sherbrooke might be nil he houae O01. be



wlthout:oh. if — exaggeration. /. apP7- emoX7
B I write;- as 8eeli'in \he g10 t an Ootober after-
oon. — hen :the- aves, cere o.bbill8dre 1y along ‘the shore. and the carlet
leaves J:alning -softly down from th "\vine tJmuils t t cling ver i1t maD1"

gables. As it -reveals I'tselt through a vista! evergreens, the ramantic
,beauty of the ituation ana the pliotureequeness of the low r&mbling houa -
, hleh presents some Law .features 10 wvery turn. ~uBe8 it to open on the'
vi~1lon like e:- tory un:.o!.d. "

Anoth r plot'll%6'68gnc houe-a in a ;romantio 81tllatlonis " rlno. n whioh
1s on "the shore < coupl~ 'Of mil'es nearer to town. i rine”. which has
for.many years been the abode of Oapt. J>onald'efamlly. waabuilt by -old
lir. Ash -ehortl7ae.fter the war of ~; the :farm on nich'lt tand being
part 0.~the Governm-ntgrant .of' -4° :acres' e4 1lv~ by ,himas hie right as
& di che.rg d British  soldier. Whenthi  Ji~e. whose windows are,now
w~ah0d by t~e wayes in etol"m1l;eather. at there ere ooupl ‘of
_ot~s < land be een it findt e ater'~'~. "1t the 8 llas or pt 111

ar &tt ) yaar~ SVlal..toW'lngip oro-har '11)itA "Course. and promilsin—'

fairl7 to allow up the hole etltablis ant before many ears. hich aula
eemlike washing out n old pioture. - rino”™ is ‘'in fill probability the
oldest house now standing in this part of the country. it haVing been.

e aecond ~rame house erected in the Township of Hamilton..



