
30 YEARS LEFT TO GO Cobourg Police Chief Gene Butler was honored
force this Wednesday for:!O years' of dedicatcrl service.
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Tll 194£i,wilen (;('ne But IeI' joincd
tile Cobourg Police 1"orc(" they
IlPf'ded a man to collect money
from the parking metres.

That was all right wilh the young
Cobourg man, though. He wasn't
becoming a cop for the adventure
of it -- not in those days.

The job paid $1300 a year -- about
$110 a month starting salary with a
guaranteed raise of $25 a year.

The same job is worth $10,000 a
year today, but more astronomical
things than that have changed.

For example, thirty years ago,
when two emergency calls came in
in one week, that was a very busy
week.

And to answer those calls, the
five constables would jump on their
bicycles and pedal to the scene.

Police cruisers did not arrive in
Cobourg until 1948. Gene Butler
will never forget that first car.

The fact is, there are a lot of
things that Gene Butler is
reminiscing about lately that he
wi II never forget. Thirty years is a
long time, he admits, but it's funny,
it docsn·t fecI likc a long time.

Wedlwsd;l y an enl001l, 10 wisll
I/I('ir cllid ailOl/l('r :10 years, Ill(' III
men and five wOlilen of the

Cobourg I'olicc Dcpartmel1t,
c('I('/)rat ed IIis passillg of l11rec
d('C;Hll's of servicc.

(;CI1CI3utIeI' has stood as their
chief for five years. lie sifts
through memories which include
his own ups and downs and those of
his men. It makes him feel a little
old and a little weary. Probably,
somc of the past is even bettel' left
unturned.

"I never wanted to quit ill 30
years, and J still don't. But it was
much easier being a constable :lO
years ago.

Tn 1945,Cobourg was a town of
about 6,000 peoplc, But according
to Chief Butler, the biggest
changes in Cobourg don't result
from a doubling population.
Society is responsible. Worldwide
atlitudes are responsible. People
hav(' ch;lIlged," he says.

"WIl('ll Ill(' kid !lI'Xt door stoll' ;1
Il'l1gIh of lawn IIose in those days.
Ilic lleighhor look care of it. Today
y011 call 1111'polic(' WI' IIad
prohll'lllS :10 ,vl'ars ;11'.0,hilI IIH',v
WI'I"I' Ilalldl('<! Ily I/H' tWOI'll' ('011
cerned. Tiley wcrell't police

prohll·llIS.
'I'll(' r1ram;1!ic dil fcren('(' C;lI11('ill

1!J()(i ;llId I!Hi7," says till' cllip!.
"Wc were completely Ull-

prepared when the drug culture
descended upon us. We had to
adapt to it, to learn about it. But it
has caused an awful lot of dif-
ficulties in law enforcement."

Ten years later, Chief Butler
says serious crimes are still LJeing
committed by people under tile
influence or drugs and alcohol.
Drinking has increased since the
lowering of tile drinking age -- it is
not getting better.

"No, it hasn't made me staunCh,
seeing all this. We're dealing with
tIIc worst of society, and yeah, it
gets to you. But itllasn't made me
staunch. "

What concerns him as much as
anything about Cobourg's in-
creasing crime rate, is the lack of
respect for property he says he
s('cs in youllg pcople.

"II's IIl1' kid wllo will walk dowlI
111('slreet and PIIIIC/1all aerial off a
('ar 111;11worries nl('.

'1'11('law was 110 dill('n'lIl :10 ,V(';lI'S

a/'.II 111;111 il is Illday Hilt I/If'
awal'l'IH'SslIllllI'lHlldi(' oillH' lawi:.

Continued on Page Ii



Continued from Pa~e I
making it harder to en-
force it. There is nothing
more degrading than an
open-handed slap across
the face. But we can't do
that. Does the public really
want it that way?

What the public sees in
law detection is what they
get, he says.

"I don't believe in un-
derhanded detection or
abuse. I don't believe in
sneaking around out of

When two emer
made a busy w

view to catch speeders. If
you can't apprehend
someone out in the open
and above board, well then
you don't."

Since being made chief,
Gene Butler's job with the
force has changed con-
siderably. He spends most
of his time extricating
himself from ad-
ministrative tangles.
Seldom. will he- get in-
volved in criminal inves-

"1 don't believe

In sneaking

around ...."·

HE W:\S SPEECHLESS. HE RE.-\LL Y \\'.-\S Chief Gene Butler ~lcted as em-
barrased as he looked. at the fuss his department made ,~ver his ~o years of ser-
vice.

T.-\KI~G A BETTER LO\)K Const3ble~ :ook OVI

they presented to the chiei this Werine- ia\.



WE'VE BEEN THROUGH IT TOGETHER Staff
Sergeant Homer Seale watches with satisfaction as his
long-time colleague and friend, Gene Butler is
honored.
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HE \\":\S ~H Y. SHE \ _\~ PH t) L"D Chief Butle!' and his ",\ife. :VIaYi:-:. "l" ;:t'~){roses
and :l !!;alri t'lI~"r:lH'ti "·;<!rcb [rom the ,"ore£'.


