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INTRODUCTION

his year, 1998,  Cobourg celebrates its
Ttwo hundredth anniversary of first
settlement. This guide book offers you

an introduction to some Cobourg scenes that capture a
bit of the flavour of those early years and of the story
they convey.

Cobourg's story is that of a
great attempt.  An n.ttempt to create a
place of significance,  first for its own
district,  tben for the province, then,
with perbaps too great enthusiasm,  for
ti,e whole country. It didn't work, but,
poradoxically, the effort -- perhaps
evell the failure of that effort - left
Cobourg ~ witll tl1C precious  legacy of
hewing 11111t.:;:4 its an.::hitedurnl  record
intnd.

First ~ some  history. No
pioneer ever set out to fOllnd Cobourg.
Even the questiun of who our first
settler  was, was decided later by an
administrative convenience. We don't
know anything about Eluid Nickerson,
really, ant} I'm sure he'd be as surprised
ns anyone h) find himself a llistoric
figure.  Reatlers of this guide will soon
find that | favour Elias Jones as the
earliest hero of the many wbo will COBOURG
populate our tale.

What really happened  was that
two smalllHI1l1llets, Amherst and Hull's Corners, sprang
up on the bigh road from York (now Toronto) to
Kingston.  One of tlH:se hamlets, Amherst, was cbosell,
in 1806, to be the centre for tbe civil business - the
courts and the administration - of tlle district  of
Newcastle, of which Northumberland County was then
a part.

Slowly the two hamlets increased in size to
matt:h the growing community  of Hamilton  Township.

Shooters

position to make it their home. Some twenty years after
the first settlement,

This was the old Indian canoe route through from Lake
Ontario  to Georgian Bay. New experiments at planned
settlement - with new settlers from Europe - brought
people to open up the land i:l.longthat route. As they

need for a harbour eventually  found its natural
It tuned out that our two
government brought men Of “influence and tie

the harbour  caused slops and

REGIMENT

warehouses  to spread along the newly laid-out Kingston Cobourg
Highway, now Hwy 2. As the district began to take
shape artHInd them, tbe new men noticed how close Cobourg
the back
plank-roads, the  Peterborougb railway, even the
construction
“Look at the map!~

village was to an important  waterway througll tile
little-known  territory  to tbe north of them.

& Shots
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on Peterborough
lakes
Now called Cobourg, the community's role in Cobourg
it to the main stream of commerce to which Lake
Ontario gave them access.

wilDie Ontario  peninsula.

began to prosper, so the harbour community  flourished
outlet by the mouth of one of the two creeks in what is as well.

now the Town of Cobourg.
town-founders, Eluid and Elias, were already living

The new villages in the back country - centred
- stretched along a string of rivers and

reached north and west. This invited the
townspeople  to try to harness that highway and

From the moment early Cobourg people like
George Bonlton or Ebeneezer Perry,
Zaccheus Burnham, Captain Boswell,
James Grey Betlnme, or good old "Squire"
Robert Henry, saw tl'e  Trent and
Otonabee  Rivers and the Kawartha Lakes,
the story of Cobourg bad begun.

"Look at the map!", said the Cobourg
Star of 1831 in (llmost its first issue.
Anyone who could not see the destiny of
Cobourg  was blind. What anyone could
see was, as they would put it-

. a string of silver lakes and strealll~
with  contented Britisll  settlers  along its
shores, by-passing tile impassiLle Ningara
and bringing the wealtll of tlu~ llortll and
west down, almost of its own ih::C()rd, to
within a hairs breadtl, of the -~reat
commercial  higllwny of the St. Lawrence."

To Rice Lake, in fad, from where the
waterfalls  of the Tent River mude furth~r
downstream progress on tlle Trent
virtually hopeless. A scant thirteen  miles
overland from Rice Lake, however, lay

and its harbour.

This, then, is the logic thi:l.t underlies our
story. Every effort to nttract more settlers to
townsbips,  to build the artificial  harbour, the

of Victoria Hall, follows from that cry

The map they had in mind was tkt of tl'e
To tllem Georgian Bay, the



key t* the really far west, "ght, surely, to link up
Jiredly — with the north shore of Lake Ontario via tile
Trent system. Tllat would avoid Lakes Huron, St. Clair
and Erie, anti especially the Niagara River. And the
best harb"ur ["r that linl, WtH,Id be C"b""rg.

If they had been successf’l, history w"uld I,ave
w;ped Cobourg's  arcllitedural slate clean in all all-
etledilly  melropo.lis, that probably woultt KWe streh.:hetl
frillll Coh(Jur~ lo Core's Lall<.lillg. That metrollllis
C\IId t'a,.-.ibkhnve lecllllle Lilt:capital of the province, or
~ven of tlit~ Clllllitry ,1SSOIllle IIf lile tOWI1 falher:;, Ill)
JtHIbt, dr(>anH:~J

3 Internationally kclaimed

western wheal; in
tr ces, eitller of
13"t .. Family
Cllillpact” IHllilical

. glory ill "Tilt:! L<lwn",

- Ilr 1If Elias Jones' first
industrial mill  weir
on Fadnry Creek.

Cobourg, truly, is

blesse<.l witl} wll<1lcall
“nly  be -~alled an
embarrassment of
1listorical ricbes:
seven provincial
historic ~ pla<.jues, olle
natiollal and
number  of local; a
wealth  “f bea"tif,1
old buildings;
coherently  preserved
town style and
haunting  traces of its

past, “even, as you will

Tile guide ic.lelitifies eleven “historical  sites",
ull<.ldley are close to KING ST whicll i~tile lllain street

of town. Tiley stretch, ill onler, fnHIl the Ea:l ed~e of
the Jowntown to the \'{7este<.l.;'é&vou tlo (wl neel « cU.r
tc' .ee all eleven, but its a Lirly 1,"g "all, Ab<lut a

mile all) a 1"If separale. Site 1 t" Site 11.

These siles me like vantage points frnlll whi..:ll
sOllle aspect of Cobourg llistory Cull be explained.
From each yOllcall usually see or <.totwo or tllree tllings
at oncc.

Linking titem, loosely, are five "Hotlsc-I~-)llrs".
Tlicse are walks througll  some favourite parts of
Cobourg - again, all downtown and within easy reach of
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Tie f.l're " t11t1St' euly dreams  left the
outline  of tile Sllr)' tn remain flH [iS to ::eein tilt,
IHlildings  illHI streets illld cn~cL-: mnuths in Illodern
Cnbnur~. In the grarl(.li)Se Vidoriil Ilall, where early
visitors, quite  retlsolldbly, lon\..~ed nt tile town
~ulTollndi\1g il and asked "Wllere is tlH~city for which
thi. was buill?*; W the witld, cf HIBERNIA ST where
dle Cobourg i\lld Pelerlwnlllgil  Railroi\J engines once,
briefly, st~illlled nortll tlrough the town looking for

tiful
I In Cobourg Lon{.I((  W.lyl1I'

97 Kin g St. JT. c>bourg

M.Ickl:Y  373-1874 111 Pon  Hope

con{~~c{ WUJ}HII:

Il IMUSt-be jhlillkd  pul tkit 11nllist all Nl
ilre private  hIlIE"S, o NIty o lidulll 11
examillc<.! witll suitable llcL'IH'um .IlItl respt.'d fllr privacy.
Il each Cilse, | llave indicate<.l ill lilt" text Iww
to link lip a llouse-tour or hVLIwitll a historic site. An<.|
Vile-ver~<l. All Ihe wurs. aOlle at OIIC!;,WIHIla really
exhnllst a any.
Nnw the good part.

KING ST
these llotlses

You :;IWIMHLn able to mix

and Dr “,:olllbine Ilinst of tilE"110llse tours, - nO1H', witll
111lIsl, or nOlle, I)f tile historic sites.  Ynll call start or
SI)P anywhere, anJ you'll nol get confused allY Illnre

You ClIHIi<.lljlly all excellent
by combining Sites 2, 3
Lengthen  that by simply

dlan YIHIlInrmally — would.
morning's  jaunt, for example,
and 4 witl, H"use-tour 2.
crtl"ing DIVISION ST. after Site 3, and adding an
House-tour 5. Or if you hadn't Ilad enough by the tillle
you got to Site 4, add on sites 5 & 6 and JIl House-tour
1 in reverse.
Surprisingly

enougk not everyone can live ni

a steady diel of llistory tOllrs. For tllose wllo flag, «
general  rule-l)f-thumb is that downtowll  Colwurg,
along KING ST. has small Jocal shc)ps ami restaurants

in plenty, wllcreas nationally known establishments  are
t* be found on WILLIAM  ST. and in N"rt],umberland
Mall to tile north-west. Only olle purt of the tour
takes you a fair walk away from convenient refreshment,
and it centres on a parb and creek:. An excellent
"nature  wall:;;" woul<.l include  3ites 8 i« Il <lilt! th(:!
Cobourg  Tr<lil (tlirediolls ill texl). Tllis last tokes YU
close to tile bsl-fooll!slll)pping-111all regil)I1 IIf town.
Associated  in tile booklet with t>H.:IllistIHic
sile are early pidure-s of tlle sile - for llsefui cOlllparisl)Il
- ulld boxes ill till' lexI with eitller SItHICS IH furdltr
elaboration IHI StHIle of tile tllt'llles. Tile btIxE"s are
di'signe<.! to lift tlit~"llistory-IHIfI\"  spirits, by pruvidillk!

a IHoa<.ler piclure of tlle Ilislo"ical ~ flow, HIIL !'t.'rllaps,
givill~ tlle exped & reason  fllr Ili:;;ugr~~Ill~ with lhe
NItIHH'S view. Tlley a]sl) give llle expert :30111etllillgll)
rCild tn distract ~ attcntion from tile ntller, inevitahle,

irritations,  such as people sudJenly discovering tlley're
tllirsty, -lhat tilt! car wasn'l locked IH th<Il tlle pit.[liL'
Halllper is now, for SOBle unat.:colllltable  reaSOIl, floating

away down tllilt 1listoric brook.

Monuments

MNlullins ~ 372-6633



256 GEORGE ST., BOX 9,
COBOURG, ONTARIO

It would, of course, be impossible to include
every building or site in Cobourg whicll is worthy  of
attention. Tllis is a personal selection, intended as
much to encourage as to satisfy your curiosity —about the
town's  past. Mudl mwre  complete reference can be
found . the Cobourg Public Library. D~Inot hesitate,
either, to stop i Dressler House (House-tour  4) where

the Chnmber [I)( coillmerce  hns more information and
brodlllres. Tllere are muny more Cobourg sites Which
are only accessible by .

Finally, it 1 were to offer u word of caution, it
would be never to assume tllat i building is insignificant

because it is nnt llotett il these pages. I lave barely
s~rah.:I1t~t.l tlle surface.
G™ Illck.

Cobourg W mo"t likely called Port Hamilton at
first, along ille I;n~sO Port [--lopeand oillers. i
was called ot/,er, less complimentary things as
well, but in April 0//819 the citizens met at the
local school-house (according to the Kingston
Cllro"icle) a"d decidl'd on the name Cobourg to
cell'lbrate tile marriagl! of Princess V;eto;r~ of
Cobour9 ill Gl'rmany, to the Duke of Kent. To
this couple, a dal/glller, Victoria, was borll 0. the
24th  of May, 1819. By a complicated bit of
Royalsuccl!ssion, slll! became Qw.len Victoria,
her birtl7day became our fir"t nationall1Oliday
and Cobourg endl!d up witll a truly worthy,
thougll accidentally inis-spelled, name.

WISTORIC SIT~S
SITE 1: BOWLTON'S HILL/WOODS

Tllis Hill, wu the easl ~llgc of town, balances Weller's
Hill oil lhe west. GetHge  Strange Boultoll buill
“Norlllltibt!rland lall"  oil the Higllest point tIf tlis
11110l 1825  (J)ell" lishc,1. -1974).  8,,.,.It>1' llloved

here from 1"Ift llope (whie-il le is crellited witl, h<lvill~

Ontario

900 Division Street Cobourg,

~&
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named) in 1824 to  become the  re~istrur for
Nortlwmherlan] County and was'intimately involved in
every part I)f tlle settlement IIf the tlistriet. He was,
i11111111gutlICI" tlillgs, n member of tlle Assembly nntl ftile
Le~is]ative Coullcil  of Upper Canada. His nephew
D'Arcy Edw"rd 8"ult'n,  built tle "regency c"ll"ge,
kn"wll as "THE LAWN", belilld tle cedar le,lge al the
NW comer "f D'ARCY Il QUEEN STS. Tlis I,,use,
begull i 1838, wns tile target of nn Iltlsll..::cessflll
patriol  assault  on Cobourg ill tile aftermath Of the
r~chellion of 1837. D'Arcy went wy to beCtlme mayor
of C,lbourg (sever,1 times) nnJ head of tile Cobourg-
Peterlwr,,"gl, Railway. ~ The ,1llest parl "f "THE
LAWN" faces soutl" tl'e rest I"'wing been adde, by tle
arcllitecls Darling  lind Pcorsoll in the] 92(s. Tlleir
rellov,1ti011S marL:  tlis .asnite O tit o few tithwnhnvil

Carpet

== Cc>~t)? -H/Jte~?"[er7--t.;3
An Historical Walking Tour of Cobourg - Page5

HALLIDAY

vestiges of Cobourg's glamorous resort era. At the fl)llt of
D'ARCY ST. sI"™d Cohullrg's ~ firsl huspital, " harn
converted to that use Juring the plague year of 1832.
West 01 D'ARCY ST. alung the lale, is the "re; 1,"g k,,,wll
as "Corktowll" «fter eurly Irisl, illl1ligrallts W, as il
Toronto's Cabbagetowll, tenJed to settle tllcre.
DONEGAN PARK, t'ward the lake un tle eost side ,,f
J)ARCY ST, once forilled part (If the "Boulton wilod.5"
cllildwils used  for Illi]iti,| exer~ises  alHI horse rilces.

Ti,e Boultoll.'s  WEIE amo1lg ti,e most promil/ent
families ill Upper cCulada. Tl'eir marital connceigus
wid, otliCr famifi('s w ToTemu literally gare rise to tll(,
term  “"Family  Compacl~ (Oralidfatllcr D~\rcy
Boulton!  after wwom  D'A ReV ST is prohfl))ly
yomser ['COJS it uF(Imi~f Compact” lisl as oc out 1'~1
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It arey,-cicmy William  Lyon Mackenzie}. olic 1854. It "Wiluilt around tl'e original church, while  first to link Toronto and- Montreal. ~ His stables, repair
ullcle, Peter RobillsOH, founded  Peterborough. services continued  to be held inside. ~When it was  shops and blilcksmiths filled tbe modern SWAY E ST
Aw/her, john Beverly Robinson founded the Law clJmplete, tlle parishioners  repaired to the specially to the west ilnd slightly north. (There is a Historic
Socielyo Upper Callada. DArcy's /alher built "THE cleaned out malt-house  at Calcutts Brewery for a  Plaque to Weller in the pilrk across the street) The
GRANGE" ill Toroni o, 110Wpar! o 'he ART service, while tbe old church was dismantled from the modern shops you see nn the south side of KING to the
GALLERY OF ONTARIO  His brolher W,1liam, interior of the new. The Rectory dotes from 1876-7. west of the pilrk area, dilte from 1830's and 40's.
u,hile Mayor 0/ Torol/to, foulided Ihe CNE. The Opposite tlem, at 20 KING E., you will find the lost
Boultol1swere lawyers, who also I,elped build Cobourg The Anglican cllUrch, Ihrougl, its claim 10 be Ihe remnant of tbe hotel strip, once allotller Albion Hotel,
Harbour, the Trent waterway and tile county road ‘established”  church, dominaled the ollicial now an apartment and shops. It is said to have served as
|11etwork. Both Sir Johl/ A. Modal/aid alldCobourg's spiriluall,le o Upper Canada, though it never il 110spitilifor soldiers in the Fenian Rilids nf 1866.
"H.llhcr of Con/cderalioll — «James GJCkbUrH, af alle lime had a clear preponderance of adherents. As late In tile park opposite the cburdl yOli will see it marker t(I
Jarillere ilthe Boulloll law firm. as 1824, tl'e Anglican church was the only Lenah Field Fisher, wbo was among those who brought
church authorized to conduct marriages, as disparate sections of privnte and public land together to

To complete our picture of Boulton's Hill, move south marriages were legal acts. The anglicans also form the current VICTORIA PARK. Tle nwin body

to PERRY ST ilnd turn west. On the north side you laid exclusiv~ claim to the benefits to be derived of the pork, between tl'e beilcl, and QUEEN ST, WilS

will notice (#s 226-240) il n"11ber of Ontilrio [rom the "clergy reserves~ one-seventh' Ul tl'e land once bllllwn as "Perry's Common". As properties

Cottilges, built in the] 850's by DArcy Bm,lton for his in the province, which had been sd aside for the be~ilme available, the park expande).  Some thought is

servants. This was generous, by contemporary "Protestant Religion ~ These reserves were now being given to adc.ling to tlle park the property of

stanJanls, b e not extravagant. Througllollt tile among the most bitterly contested problems in the recently torn-down Chateilll Hotel (tl,e empty lot

literary  portrait drawn Dy visitors to Upper Canala, Upper Canada life. In January 1836, on the NW corner of KING ilnd MCGILL), in the

there rUIIS a com moOll tlireaJ of tile scart.:ity - and Lieutenant-Governor Colborne  arbitrarily spirit of those enrlier additions.

tllerefore  the importance - of gnod servants. According granted land f,:om those reserves to 44 Anglican

to most newcomers, anyone wisllillg to enter domestic parishes throughout the provincc. Cobourg$ parish The park gates were installe] in 1948 as n melllllrialto

service ill the clliony, even for a slwrt time, could easily was among thesc, and some property in the east WWIL On the present cenotilph (Ollt nf sigl,t in the

earn enough to set lip on their own. SlIl, too, demot.:ratic end of town was intended as a

principles had so quickly travelle,l north  from the source of rental revenue for St.

States, that it was difficult to maintain the rigid class Peter's during the last century.

clivisions of England. DArcy  WilSprobilbly being

prudent.  Behind 240 you can just see - from the street Take 1ip a position in front of the

- what may have been tlle Boulton's green-bouse and  Clltlrch proper. Stretebing to th~ west

cool shed. along KING ST from COLLEGE ST

(which bounds the church property
Directians: ~ Walk along PERRY 10 HENRY ST go towards town) is the district long
north 10 QUEEN and begin House-lour #1, which  “ccupied by Cobourg's distinguisbed
takes you to Site 2; (Note: The house tour route is roster  of hotels. The glamourolls
also the most direct.) "Arlington Hotel”, once graced tbe north

verge' "f whilt is now VICTORIA

PARK. The Steamb"ilt, bter Albion,

wlHIse image  adorns it Canadian
Tlle first dllirch on this site was built of wood collectible  coin, stood on the north side
in 1820, tllilugh an Anglican  minister was conduding "f KING, west "f COLLEGE. Beside it
regular  services llere  before tilen. Tile site was .was tlle "Glllbe”.  (Nenr tlle ice-cream
purdIClsed  from Jlliln  Spencer ~ for ten pounds lawful parlour).  These were tlle focal point for

money. Tlle present church was built by Kivas Tully in  William Weller's Stilge C"ach lines, tile
Best Western Cobourg Inn & Convention Centre ~rthur'5 SUNDAY BRUNCH
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centre of tlle park) a bronze plague commemorating the of Cobourg's nlost famous families, the Spencers,

Merchant Navy has just been dedicated.

In the churcbyard beside St. Peter's, you may wish to
notice thbe graves of Capt. Boswell and Jacob Corrigal.
Also the broken stone to George Boulton and his wives.
Moving EAST vyou will find, opposite tbe Rectory tbe

original COBOURG  COLLEGIATE The building
is said to 1icive been designed along bandwritten notes,
copied from a book of school architecture from

England. It used to bave a cupola in the middle of the

roof, and is now apartments.

Directions; Either proceed directly up COLLEGE ST.
to the College, .or take House Tour #2. via WALTON,
HENRY and JAMES STS. The house tour will take
about 20 min.

The first and greatest of Cobourg's  magnificent
landmarks, built and designed by Edward Crane. A
Methodist ~ Church  conf"rence  in Hallowell  (now
Picton) in 1827 determined to establish a non-
denominational ~ Academy of Learning. The building
took years to complete and cost a fortune for its time.
The cornerstone (whose location has long been a
mystery) was laid in 1832 and classes began in 1836.
Originally ~ called "Upper Canada Academy”, to
distingnish it fwm T,nonto's "Upper Canada College",
in 1841 it receive] a royal charter to grant degrees
nnder the name "VICTORIA  COLLEGE".

In 1893 VICTORIA  COLLEGE united with the
University of Toronto and 111<'1Ved its pres“entlocation
in Queen's Park. Since 1893 it has been used as a
hospital and seniors bome. On the grounds east of the
building stood Faraday Hall, Canada's first science
building. Two of its gargoyles survive on a facade on

DIVISION ST (now DOSS office snpplies). Behind
the college can still be seena remarkable, though
neglected, nineteentll-century "ice-llouse~, and the
SPENCER ST Gatelwuse.
-
Scottish  Pies, Pastries,
Confectionary, food & Gifts

87 Walton St., Port Hope
885-9210

The only provision for higher education in the province

at the lime gave the A"glica" Church the leadi"g role.
The Methodists wished to create one with™-10 religious
preco"ditions, which would also teach both men a"d
wome". They chose Cobourg, p~rtly lor its locatio”
a"d partly lor the ge"erous do"ati'J/lo/la"d by Joh"
Spencer, the ow"er o/"The Poplars: As they could
expect no help from govert/me’lt for such a project,

they colleeteddo”atio”s from members 0/ the church
across the province.  Since many Methodists — were
poor farmers, the subscription was slow and d,fficult,

but all the more praiseworthy. The 'College's

eo"tributio” to the i.jt 0o/ Cobourgmld O"tario would
require volumes. The first female graduates, the first
medical degrees and the first science building must

stand part fOI’ the whole. The image 0o ayowlg Hart
Massey, founder of the dY'lasiy, here receivi,J9 his first

formal schoolill9 in return for splitli;Jg firewood, may
serve as a picture its goals i,Jaction.. MarlY 0/ the
prese"t Collegé traditio”s still hark back to Cobourg
days, i"cludi"g Acta Victoria"a {Caolada's oldest
literary review}, the an"ual Bob sketch ("amed 10 a
beloved Cobourg custodiml) a"d the "ewspaper The
Stra"d (“amed lor CobourgS beach).

On the west side of Victoria College at the NW corner
of UNIVERSITY and JOHN STS. stands the 1857
home of William Hitchins, "GIRTON COTTAGE",

Note the beautiful fence, though it is a later addition.
Going north on JOHN ST you will notice a quite
spedacular "~cond Empire" style house on the E The
style is ,'Jeco nizible by the sloping "mansard" roof.
This I~ij4 b, ilding whs the bome of William Hargraft,
a leadi 19 me cbantl in"olved in the handling of grain
"ntl co 1,. Har'g~aft, ~ho was mayor of Cobourg and also
w11 atler of tl~eprovincial —parliament, built a grain
elev~0r n.ear the harbour, egnipped with the latest gas
powered lift. He may also have started the importation

of coal from Rochester. Proceed north to SPENCER

ST, then tnrn left to #18, where stands John Spencer's
house "THE POPLARS",  This "regency cottage" of
1827 was recently restored as Cobourg's oldest existing
dwelling. (Now office space). It IMsheen home to tluee

Beattys and Daintrys. The bow windows are rare, for
Canada, and the door is original.

From here proceed west to DIVISION ST and go
south to Site 4 at CHAPEL ST Along the way you
will pass the WOODLAWN  TERRACE INN. This
was the 1835 110me of Ebeneezer Perry, and bis soi
Charles. Ebeneezer was a very prominent Cobourg
merchant, who arri.ved in town in about 1815: In
1813 he i.ssaid to have fought with the British forces at
the battle of Lake Erie; ,vhich his cousin Oliver Perry
won for the Americans. Perry bought most of the land
south of KING around tle harbour (hence Perry's
Common in the park). He was the first head of the
Cobourg Police Board (see Site 7), a member of
parliament and finally a Senator in the Dominion  of
Canada. His brother was a famous early supporter of
Reform in Upper Canada, after whom Port Perry is
named. Perry was also an early owner of the Mi [l on
ELGIN ST The architectural guide calls this house "an
ou'tstanding example  of Regency taste with its
contrasting window sizes ... low bip roof and tall
Chimneys.” Note, also, tbe door. It is now an elegant
restaurant and Inn.

BY. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, at the corner of
DIVISION and UNIVERSITY is the centre of
Catholic life in Cobourg, the church itself replacing an
earlier church on WILLIAM ST in 1896. There are
several plaques which give details of the different
buildings clustered around tlle main cburcb on
WILLIAM ST in 1896. There are several plaques
which give details of the different buildings clustered
around thbe main churcb, rectory and school. The
rectory is scheduled for demolition (as of May 1998),
On JAMES ST is a plaque to the Sister of St. Joseph.

(BOX INSERT) The catlwlic presence in Cobourg is
curiotlsly muted in the Upper Canada years. Tbis is
probably due tu the fact that Cobourg was su in.fluential
in helping tu establish the heavily Irish settlements in
tbe "back’ townsllips near Peterborough. Tbroughout
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Laughter & Conversation

Always on Tap

the first half of the nineteenth century, Cobourg served
iis <tuentry port for immigrants, at first retired Army
and Navy officers like the Boswells and the Stricklands
an,1 Traills of literMy fame, but after 1820 large
111INers of Catlwlit.::  hish  were brhugbt, in nrganizec.|
tlifollgll  Cobourg wy settle wu the inland lakes.
By mid-century, of course,  c<ItllOli..:s became  as
prominent in Clbourg as Iltller groups. Tlle first
Catl"lic chnrch was establisherl in the 1840's

\W2ILLIAM ST, on lanrl rlonaterl hy Sheriff Rutlan.

g™ lillps,

nl tle SE "'mer of JAMES ami DIVISION stands the
jwns'¢ of Jtimn M-:C,<rty, IH,ill  tdweell 1835-40. John
£,\cC'lrly  was 1 sttlrel~el'pl'r, Wil-~c  father,  :-tame  tllinb,

", lille,1 as a ",a,-lvr to tle MdI"rlist Cl",rch in early

Kilg:tti-. Jolitt  Milll~-=1fwas  pi=iHninent in ciiireel  anJa
Colle~e  flillctilllls, WilS il strlink:! reflHlller, ilnJ was
relHIk:l «n PC tile strilligest Ml ill~tlle county.

BED AND BREAKFAST
MAIN STR.EET, PORT HOPE
$259,000

o B4 ~
-1, litg)-

The first downtown Methodist churdi was built on this
site in 1824, It stood beside the Common District
schoolhollse, a grammar school willicll- also served uS a
Community  Hall and whidl stooJ opposite the entrallce
to COVERT ST. Many of the most important

decisiolls  in the town's early life were llebatell there.
Tile present dllin:::h WilS built by William  Storm  in
1.852 and was greatly ren",delled in 1900-01.. Il was
rellameLi after the chun.:h unioll produced the United
Clnn.d, in the 1920's. THE CHA PEL, (now u"der
renovation - May -1098) o1z the north sitlc or
CHAPEL  ST., ,,.ginally [l,e s"lay Scl",1 atHI
C"llelle Chapel, served as the tow,,'s library frolll '1969
to 1996. Opposite the e"tra"ce to CHAPEL ST. is
the 1840's home (grey-llreen trim) of Dr. Gilduis\.  He
was a Methodist GP, (1lll1stands for the type of

mnder<lte Methodist Reformer so influential ill

CallMel ...
T. MEL PERRIER

Sales Representative

110 Walton Sneer
Parr Hope, Onryrio LIA 1IN5
Bus. (905) 885-1508

Toll Free: 1-800-624-5418
Faye (905) 835 1009

ROTAL EEPREE

38 COVERT STREET, COBOURG, ON K9A 2L6

TEL: 377-9029

municipal ;I"Id pr()vincial  politics in the
Upper Canada period. Briefly arrested in
the terror after the Rebellion of 1837 he
served iil the provi ncial Assembly and (u
‘cnuncil. (Nol" a dentist's office. 297
DIVISION)

(BOX INSERT) The Methodists were the
first to organize religious worship ill
Cobourg. Tie earliest settlers  were
ministered to by itinerant Methodist
preaches from "tlle U.S., beginning as early
as 1808. A brancl, of tbe Smith's Creek
(Port Hope) circLlit was organized very early
around the hamlet of Hull's. Corners, now
the part of Cobourg soutl, of the
intersection  of DIVISION  ST. and the
401.. (A small, partly hidrlen cemetery
marks tbe spot.)

(Dime/ions; Proceed down DIVISION to
KING ST Note the stone lions on the
DOSS store.)

CC.<

This is close to the site of Elii,rl Nicherson's
1798 homestead, and thus serves as one of tbe two
major fOlInding sites for Cobourg. The corner is graced
with a wall-plaqgue on the NE I.;orner, cOlllmemorating,

‘odtlly enough, his shed, which was llsed citller as a
sdltlol  or w store or both. His actual 110use was some
hUllllreJ or —u yards to the west, wn asmall creek and ois
11is neigllbOII"™'S  prnperty. Tllc creek still  rlins

underneath  KING ST. ile miiin-iole  COVEIS “Ire in
front (|f Quinte pllotn. Tlle creel..: is visible 60th to Llll~
twrtll iind soutll  Of tile buill-lip area). Tile originul

ea~t-west trail which became KING ST L;"I"llSsethe

creek at a slight angle, due to the high banl, on the west

side, whicll angle is perpetllilteJ in the prt;oscnt bend
Hwy. 2 at this point. Tn try to delineate all the
buildings ~ which tliwe llcl::upieJ this corner would be

JAMES CLARKE HOUSE
MAIN STREET, PORT HOPE
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pointless. For many years the Post Office held the SE.
The SW corner wils the site of Elijah Bw,k's tavern in
1806, which, for one memorable day until tile sign was
torn down, gave the village its first flame UBllckville .e.A
pre-]810 blacksmith, on the NW past the creek,
ompletes the picture of the originall!lowllhlwn "core".

CollOur9~"
as om of tl,...most

nil1l.JtClI1t1l

rllgarded
preserved
century Jistriels  n it
proLincl.t (,-gillal'y brokell o11 the sOllill side by
tlirel! eras::'sireds, it retains Guill two, SECOND
a"d THIND STS. as such, o,,~ to ~iil,~r sid~ of
Victoria Hall. Th~ r"maills of FIRST ST 110w
form a small passageway beside. the DukJl oOViin
Caf". (Its"If all imporla“t old buildi"g, 1011</
knolVIlas th" -STONEHOUSE"). . .
Along thai street, in 1804, was established o

c~boltr!l's  earliest int-}uslr;es, a distillllry.
Later, as a colliery importing coal from
L?oc/1lister, the sile r-l'mained a staple
Cobourg's economy until thl! last war. The
"Downtown™ 110s remained virtually unc/longed
since t! 1860's. A good idea of its unity can be
/'od from the entrance to that passageway. If you
look from th~r" to th" w-~st along th" upp"r
storey line 0/ the north rolv 0/ buildings, you will
see a single small gable, above May's flowers.
That gable originally framed the town clock,
b.,fore Victoria Hall was built. B"be's sho" store
(south side half-way to Victoria Hall) pr"s"rves
its or;£1;nal facade.

is, (/ll-servedly,
beautifully

wf)ownlown"

CONt111Creial

Walk down DIVISION  to th" main pier at
its foof.  The r~;nk building on the west side of
DIVISION isth" old Salvation Army buildillg, now an
experimental cyber-cafe.

Dir"ctions,

In 1828, local
York for assistance
which  passing  ships
deliveries  IIf goods

proper harhour.  Tiley

businessmen petitioned  the Assembly at
in replacing the [llukeshift ~ wharves - at

had often had to unload ftleir
or rassellg~rs by row-hoat - with a
receive(l gllOd wisbes in abundance

COMJ?REHENSIVE,

and, let us S|lY, gr.llious permission to raise their own
nwney to go ahead with the project. This tley did, and
Tile Cobourg Harhour Co. was ilH:orporated and hegan its
operations ill about 1830, starting witll this pier. In
1833 tlley built a ,(lipway for shipbuilding to the east of
the pier, where tile Stealller uColwurl W,IS lau'H.:lled in
May of 1833.
Tlle harhour
times ,111Jto suit

lla3 heen rebuilt, dredged-and expunJeJ  many
Ially Jiffen~Ilt  husinesses ill LIH~ past
century ‘'Iml a llalf. Till'" first pitf tcgall Hear the entrance
1" lile trailer park, .xlelided 500 ft. inlo the lal,. and
elHleJ witll a li~htlwll::c  llut unlike tl1l~ [IlIC tlJay. To
ensure payment of its lolls fOf use of dH:~llarhour, the
b,ubour company built a warehouse-clll11-Custol11-house

witll un <Ifchway right over tile road leading away from tile
pier, so they could hllick anyone entering or leaving hefore
their goods were checked.  This building <an dearly be
seen in most early paintings of Cohourg. ~Witllin hm years
the West Pier was added, (approximately —where the I\larina
pier is now) ilnJ the East Pier was-extended to Hlore tJ,an il

thousand  feet. The Cobourg and Peterborough Rililway
had its terminal at the h.ulwur, with a station on the west
side of DIVISION ST. beside tie <urrent unpaved

esplanade, and with the tra'cks extending right on to the
East Pier.
Once re-incorporated  under tile new municipal statutes of

1850, the town bought the harbour ba<k from the
company at, some said, ruinous expense. From the 1830's

to mid-century  and beyond, Cobourg w.zs indeed a bustling
harbour, but soon after tl'at it became apparent tllat the
harbour  and rail network were not commensurate  with tile
town's dreams of grandeur.

The railway across Rice Lake to Peterhorough was
Cobourg's most costly  blunder. the Rice Lake
Bridge Ilad given way to the ice for good, the COlllmerce of
tlle west was not coming to Cobourg and the truncated

railway was carrying only ore from the mines at Marmora

sool1,

for export to U.S. steel I1lills in Ohio. ~ Cohourg's main
imports  becallle'coal, for the new east-west railroads, and
tourists.

was, tl) our 2998
and tie on«

For most of this century the Ilarbour
eyes, disfigured by giant piles of loose coal
ubiquitolls  oil tanks. Two cross-lake ferries, the "Ontario
I"" & U2" from Rochester, finally ceased operation il the
early 1950'5. They docked at the pier near the Marina.

PROFESSIONAL

craft in tl,e early

one of the Illt'sl on

Tile harhollr  was relesigliC'd for small
1980's, and, though already- cOllnted
tile lake, is stillulldergoing rejuvclidtioll.

Cobourg Harbour - Illtirely artificial ~ Thl! bay
jormlld by J\idtoit.:n Creck was ne{'er mucll mOTeT
diml a swampy in/d (t110u~dithe creek itself was
substantial ellougll fo provide s<Ilmollfor flle
table). Tlle Cobourg busilress community t.{uickl..1J
saw tlud 9reat prosperity could be }eril'e} from tlrt!
1UIrbou,.'s becomill!J tl,! major emtre-pot for trot-ie
betwtJen ti,e back country on tlle 7~rtJllitwal....riI'111J
m/li t11tJSt. Lau.'rellce. Witllill a I'ery sllOrf tillle ~f
its connlllinciltg Oplirlitiolls, ti'l! Harbour C-0. was
engaged in a fiercl! struggle for cOlltrol of till!
towns business will,, the local mercl.,mrts, since it
cOlltrollltd  virtually  tl1I' whole of tll4l1tou.n's
business. As ii'll'rrrent L?ir.-Ibelow Nice Lake leas
notoriously  d,fficult to impror...efor I1m:igatioJi, it
was thougl.,t dUlt a road or, later, rail t-:onnedion
between Cobourg and Rice Lake - ollly tllirteell
mil"s to ii,,, north - would draw to Cobolirg alllh~

traffic coming down from Peterborou~gll and
b~yond. With th~ d"v"lopm"nt of th" railroad,
Cobourg began to see its hinterland as

encompassing all the territory potentially served
by the Trent-Severn  canal, including Gllorgian
Bay and the far w"st. In the cont"xt of th" 1830's
and 40's, this was visionary tllinking,  which
refleds very highly on the sense of purpose with
which Cobourg has long b™"n id"ntifi"d. That th"
railways themselves would obviate any need for the
Trent-Severn system was not foreseen.

b"sid" th" harbour
along you will find

Dir“ctions;  Follow th" "splanad~
toward the ma~ina. Half-way
Midtown Cr""k, still "mptying into th~ harbour (near
th" Lif~-Ri"g stand). North of th" "splanad” is th"
original railway land, scl.,eduled for red~velopmellt. At
th" "nd of th" harbour ar"a, fJroce"d up TH IND ST to
ALBEI?T ST 011 th" NE corn", you will s~~ tI",
MANKET  BUILDING - which looks lik" an old train
statio”. Go to its "ast sid". The FINE-HALL and th"
back of VICTONIA  I/ALL ar" to th~ north of you.

INVESTMENT

PLANNING & ADVICE

Call today for information regarding:
Retirement  and Estate Planning Tax Advantaged Investment  Strategies
Portfolio  Strategies :nternational Investments
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sizes from 3 - 24

From  the
principal
Cobourg.

MARKET BUILDING, one can see the
elements which went to 111akt- up municipal
Cl)6ourg was made a “Police- village in about
1834. By this was meant a village in wbicb an elected
body, called a "P"lice, (after the Greek word for “city")
had the authority to set rules for town life, as opposed
to tbe laws which applied to any townsbip. The rules
mostly dealt witll fire prevention, street use, noise and
pUblic morality  (No batbing within 200 yards of private
dwellings!), and market regulation.

On July 1st, 1837, the town was incorporated, and was
thus empowered to raise taxes, undertake public worl~s
and borrow money. Oddly, to our eyes, incorporation
was st~iJently opposed by many citizens who saw it as
another ~ grab for power on the Pilrt of the monied
interests in town. One of the first ads of the new town
was to institute a public  market. The MARKET
BUILDING behind VICTORIA HALL was
completed in 1856, and is now used as a community
centre, though the Saturday Farmers' Market continues
to fundion around it nine months a year.

The current Jail, on the SW corner of ALBERT
and THII?D STS. is quite recent and bears
almost no 1listoric connotations. Cobourg, has
been the county town for Northumberland since
about 1806;. In that year the district court-
house was moved to the little village of Amherst,
now the sechon of Cobourg wh;ch surrounds
Northumberland Mall, on HWY 2. heading west
toward Pori Hope. A mherst was ~,naed to
Cobourg in 1834. The present C-ountyHall and
Court-110use are sllI'/l there, but lat/e trace of thl!.
old village or buildings nOlUremains. The ja;lwas
moved downtown in 1902.
The FIRE HALL, NE of the Market, was completed in
1876.  Volunteer fire companies are attested as early as
] 832. In later ye,rs Cobourg fire companies  won
prizes around Nortll America for their turn-out in their
bright uniforms and brass accoutrements.

'-\] ra——"JZUTI-1I'C.

B_O_lJ_t.I_q_lJ_e_ Often Imitated but never Equalled

A fa"".ous local story tells of a pair of
enthusiastic rook;e f;re volunteers try;ng out the
new pressurized hoses on a fire in the railway
round-house, south of this spot. Aiming tlle
hoses through two upstairs windows, the keen
young heroes missed the blaze but swept each
other O#their respedive ladders. The resulting
fist-fight held the ot/ler volunteers up for a short
wh;le, after wh;ch tlle fire was put out by a more
un,'ted I!ffort.
VICTORIA HALL  was c,,,pleted in 1860 and
opened by Edward the Prince of Wales, who later
became Edward VII. Local legend has it that the ball-
room floor was only completed ilt the last moment, and
that the Prince and his party waited offshore till word
could be shouted to tbellltbat the flooring of the ball-
room was safe enougb for the ball to go on as planned.
It was built on a scale to suite Cobourg's dreams. Early
visitors are said to have been so overwhelmed, they
asked where the city was for whicb it was intended. Tie
debt incurred wasn't fully retired until 1938. By the
1970's it was in so. parlous a state that seriolls thougllt
was given to tearing it down. To the town's great credit,
a citizens' committee rescued the building and oversaw
its restoration. Tours are given in summer and no visit
to Cobourg  would be complete  witbout awarding it
ample time for a visit on its own.

Directly west across THIRD ST from the
market stands the "HOMELIKE INN". This
house was originally built in the 1840's,

probably as a private home. It has a peculiar
resonance for Cobourg history, how~ver, in that ;[
has been a hotel and popular tavflrn, under the
same owners, since 1937. To a very great
extent, Cobourg's early history revolved around
hotels much like this one. The Cobourg Star of
the 1830';; abounds in notices that 'Interested
Citizens gathered at "Strong's" or The
Steamboat Hotel, to resolve the various problems
of the day, or to launcll new ventures. Tlle
railway, the Harbour and Town Incorpora[;on

I' one stop shopping for a women with style

A- Cobcitly - tl/~i~r-
co7- ~l:iJ

ACCESSORIES
COATS
DRESSES
SUITS

were all started in this -way. A Chairman would
be elected, with various r.esolutions then proposed
and pa~sed, whereupon a not;ce of the
proceedings would appear in the next issue of the
Star.  Opposition  to the Harbour and to
Incor!,orat;on was expressed, though, in meetings
at the School House.

Directions; Proceed along ALBERT ST to the traffic
light at HIBERNIA. At HIBERNIA and ALBERT,

notice the grass covered passageway approaching the
intersection from the SE corner. This is the route of the
Cobourg and Peterborough Railway /rom the harbour.
From here it led up the side of HIBERNIA and
SPRING STS. - hence the width of these streets - and
north out of town to Rice Lake. At HIBERNIA and

KING - to the north - you will see the 4rmouries
(1904). One street south of ALBERT is ORR ST,
where the Legion Hall and, at its west end, the
BA RRA CKS are located.

Long considered  tbe oldest building in Cobourg, tbis
building of uncut stone, in very early style, is often
tllOugbt to date from the War of 1812. Tunnels are
popularly  believed to connect it with tlle harbour or
witb buildings nearby. It was most likely tbe stable or
malt-bouse for the brewery wbich James Calcutt built

on this .property in 1833-4, but whether built for tbat
purpose or re-used from an earlier life, no one can say.
(If it was tbe malt-house,  then this is tie building wlere
the parishioners of St. Peter's held tbeir one-time
emergency service in 1854) The house to the south of
the old barracks, is Calcutt's Home, "LAKEHURST".
Calcutt  fled political ~ conflict in Ireland in 1832. A
well-documented story recalls how one of his enemies
from Ireland accidentally came to .grief here in
Cobourg, drowning off Calcutt's own beach. Be sure to
take a minute to view this house from its south side.
Cobourg did not have any significant role to play in
1812, and, since tbe Kingston Rd. did not go tbrong],
town until after the war, it is difficult to imagine why
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Kat:hie's Corner
The Bag Lady

Clothi:ng
&IM~~re

the army would build here. of
volunteered ~ for tile militia, and some served witll
distinction at  Queenston and Lundy's  Lane.
the Feniall Raids a local hotel is said to Ilave been
as a barracks and hospital, and Cobourg
garrisoned Fort York while the Toronto troops went
Niagara and the battle of Rideway.
action of tile nineteenth  century,
of volunteers  took part. Cobourg's
First and Second World Wars came
form of the Cobourg Heavy Artillery  Ballery,
40th. Northumberland Battalion ~ of Infantry. This
best contemploted from the ARMOURIES (built
1904 - now the Cobourg Police) on KING ST.
HIBERNIA ST., or at the cenotaph in VICTORIA
PARK.

course, many

a Cobourg
contribution
principally

contingent

In the Rebellion of 1837, a large Cobourg
contingent marched or rode to Toronto to help
the government forces. It is thought that the
majority 0/ Cobourgites were on the side of
moderate reform, who yet c04-lld not support the
oVe.?rthrow 0/ the established  government. A
volunteer Rifle force later became the subject of a
delightful memoir of the rebellion in the pages of
the Cobourg Star. Also in the rebellion, two local
men took part in the sinking 0 the -Caro/ine” at
Niagara, which almost precipitated war with the
U.S., and the elegant locally-built steamer
-Cobourg” was arm~d w;th cannon and took an
important part in the 'Battle of the Windmill" at
Prescoll. In 1839, after the rebellion had
almost completely petered Qut, a group of die-
hards, in company with some thoroughly
disaffected Cobourg peopll.!, carried out a raid on
Cobourg with the intention 0/ murdering several
inhabitants  (amonq them the two Boultons),
robbing banks and "spreading arson. The plot
was discovered in timiJ, and the men were tried
and sentenced to fairly light prison terms. One
of the conspirators was a local printl.Ir/editor
named Sam Hart, a prominent reformer here.?
and in Belleville, who shared witl, William Lyon

settlers
great
During
llsed
troops

to

In every military

to the
in the
and the

is
in
at

Boomer Babes Welcome
12 King St.  West
Cobourg Onto K9A 2L9
905-373-1425

MacklJtizh?  thl.! distinction of having his press

dumped in the lake. AnothiJr wine o012 to an

infamous career as the man who blew up tlle first Elias Jones

Brock's Monument on Queenston  HIZgllls. tile mouth of this creek as early as ] 796.
Opposite LAKEHURST, ~ on SYDENHAM ST petitioned  tlle Assembly for tile land

stood Cobourg's first nav;gatiou marker, a 7- llave been staking a claim to have brought
storey Windmill, also burnt during a military This would have entitle,l him

scare, probably 1866. operated  a store llere for the early

Direclions;

street west) from there.
bring you out on ONTARIO
ALBERT

ST The Park, for the next Site, is SW of TWEED
ST 1l can also be reached from the beach, or from the
leading west from ONTARIO ST
For the Creek mouth, take
ONTA RIO ST south to the lake and follow the beach
Jones' house.?-sitewill be on the.?lat

streets
known as 'Lovers' Lane).

west to the mouth.
ground opposite.

If you go to the
park directly, you will find
yourself slightly upriver
from  the mouth. You
17light want to gqo to thl.!far
SE' corner oj the park.
From there you will clearly
see the original bank of the
crel.'k estuary (On your
left) and the path which
gives an altl.!rnate route to
the creek  mouth. It
sounds  confusing but ies
nolo All thl.! routes are
delightful. Head south-
west and thell all come out
roughly in the same place
and it all adds to Cobourg's
odd small town/big-town
feel.

Proceed along ALBERT ST to the West
You may wish to do House Tour #3, on BAGOT ST,
in which case you may wish to go south on DURHAM

to the lake, turn west and approach BAGOT
The BAGOT ST tour will

as it passes ONTARIO

goods Jirectly on tlle Leadl
estuary.  Tilis
be the LlliJation-site for Cobourg.
what they were, all finished  goods

(0ne  would have been brought in by sdllloner

by small boats. The creek was Illudl
ST at ALBERT ST Jones' Jay. As late as mid-century
becomes TWEED apparently  showing  sail-boats
the forest receded before the axe,
back by the grolind cover

(Long
to their present size all along the loke.
After a few yeilrs Jones abandoned

being overtilken

probably  built his cabin on tile west bank at

to extra

or, in good weather,
mal..;es this spot the other,

Illore  substantial

we llave paintings
in the creel~ estunry.
less  water
i1l tlle swift spring
caused the banks to erode away and the creeks

by the stores and whilrves at tlle foot of

76 King St. W.,
Cobourg Ontario
K9A 2M3

TEL: (905) 373-0541
FAX: (905) 373-4403



arnflrS

Flo,wer Shop

DIVISION ST. He took
towar<.| Port Hope s
several dilughler'>-  anJ

up farming
died i the
legacy.

west of C,bonrg
1830's leaving
it riell
Thert~ was a dUIlllic shortage  of money in the infant
prilvince, so 1l1list settlers  relicti o cretlit  witll  a
storekeeper  like Jones, who would credit their purchases
agains.t their anllllat  IHIrvest. Tile kuvest consisted of
wlleal, grown, i tlle early yeilfs, in rows plill:eJ between
the stumps (If tile trees tlley hall cleilretl away. (Stumps
hitlk upwards of seven years to rot away.) This export
would be supplemented by lime, burnt from limestone

frolll  the Ilills Ilortl, of hiWII, lumber, potash made from

the, debris fnllll dearing, maple sugar and sometimes
gnme nlllilocal  salmon for tile table ill York. Perlnps a
very Few furs. Jones' credit line Willlill stretch to York,
Montreill  ilnJ eventuillly Englanrl,  where the settlers'
orJers wuuld finillly be placeJ ilnJ offset ilgilinst whilt
Llleagents - usually Montreal merck~llts - coulll gel For
i~ 1111finislle prolillds ~ from Upper Callalln. Little

1llllneyever Ftyund ils way back Itl Ct)blllirg alld wlal aid

| wasa |

was usually drained away qui.kly to the brger towns. For

had to be self-su-Hicient in

this reason the settlers

almost  everything. Flax grew well in this area, so it
immeliiltely ~ becilme the stilple for illl clothing, the so-
called “Canadiall Grey" whicll was as distinctive as
Confederate ~ "Butternut”. This credit system colouTed
all of Cobourg's and the province's Inter politics, with
t},e merchant, develllper and farmer often at odds over
the best way to develop the region's resources. Tlle only
peuple  witb reill 1l1l"ey bilck tbell wIHkeJ for tbe
government.

Directions; Erom Ili  creek mouth  take
CEDARMERE, tl'e first exit from the beach and

then follow the small path at the west end of TAY
which leads into the park. Erom the park take th.e

foot-bridge over the creek which leads to
TREMAINE CRESCo  Walk west over the hill to
the parkette overlookiJlg the lake just past the
retreat. (The extensive ground:; by the Lakc).

Anytime is a goodtime for Flowers!

25 King St. E. Cobourg (905) 372-5636
if busy call 372-8276 (

B
~~—~

This  hillmakhes Buultun's lill on the east of town.
Tu the west is MONK'S COVE, where il persistent
legeml places burieJ treasure  left behind by u British
warship  fleeing the Americilns in tlhe War of ]812.
This was Olll.:e il Leaut.i ful beach, mudl beloved of
Cobourg  resident:: before the last war, but denuJel of
~mvcl for t}e blliLlin~ “f tile 4tH, a",1 enlllcrl nway.
LJn the western [IHITi;on~ a mile from :IHHe, s
Peter's liglit, once a substant.ial island with a light-

IHHIse, now a lighted marker.
The h'use t' the Sf, kntHv"
thé h"'me "f \'(filliam \'(feller, the “Stage-Conc}, King",
wl,o operate]  tIH:~principal  transportation network
between  Tornnlo alld  Montreal in tile 1830's to
1860's. I" "ne famous  i"ciJent e pulle  "ff n
tl,irty-six l,our, Toronto-Montreal comlllute for tl,e
Governor-General, Lor] Sydenllam, in orJer tor the
governor  to make a political appointment anJ for
William  to will a bet. He also operated 11'ortl, to
Peterborough and actively  supported Cobourg's
aspirations to growth in the Trent system and
railroal  schemes.
His lollse, once
PresiJe"t Ulysses. S. Grant's
retreat  for most of tie
Sisters  of St. Joseph.
CllUrch).

as "THE  HILL", wns

of Anlerican
has been a
by the

Michael's

tle sumliner ].0tl1le
Jaugl ter,
last century  operated

(See the plaque at St.

Directions;  Proceed up TREMAINE
down the hill to the NE - to KING.
you will pass the MACKECHNIE
J 73 TREMAINE) the house of Stuart
Mackechnie  who owned and b"ilt the Ontario
Woolen Mills, (on the site of the low factory-like
buildings on the bank toward the river). You will also
pass the COBOURG STAN  building. Tiw
Cobourg Star was founded in Jan. 1831. It may be
Ontario's oldest loea/ncwspapcr  still functioning. It
is now a daily. An almost complete record of its
wcekly issucs is housed in the Library.

At KING ST"walk east to the bridge.

ST - back
Along the way
HOUSE Bc~B,

COBQQRG~RET~REM~~t ~SFitEN'CE/: -

"Wf~rovide caringand professiorz.a$'et\vjc~"1?~4 t all-.in.cl~fifat~,

-24 hour nursing supervision
-call r.ell alarms

-three meals and three nutrition breaks, therapeutic diets available

-daily towel~?linens, pe;sonallaundry and

RESIDENTIAL CARE
ASSOCIATION

housekeeping Certification

of

-controlled ph'arniaceurical distribution auditedby on site

pharmafis1\1t i

COBOURG RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

)10 DIVISION STRFFT rOROTTIU-:

Excellence
'£1!CDuraguzg and
Promoti;zg

Creating

I )"rid
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Elias Jones was the first to dam the creei<, possibly ilS

eilrly ilS 1801-2. (The first mill between Kingston and
Toronto  was the 1800 one w Port Hope). He reillize,]
thilt the completely  unfiuished products  of the district

could not compete, given the high cost of shipping frol11

. A' Cc ~@a-~
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& Est he tic Sa lon
MEAIs NO_AMBN
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p.Applicat Brow & Lash Tinting  Reflexology Special Occasion
Facials Ear Piercing Perms ] Styles ]
e Maincure Highlight Weaving Free Consultations
tle dams in turn, at ench of tlle mills tllen o11 the creek tllrougll town o tlle Gralld Trunk railway to MOlltre<1l.
downstream  of Perry's/ uprooting trees along the banks/ Incre<lsingly tlle harbour was clinl~eJ witll CO<1-tlumped
destroying  the millworks and sweeping workmen out to thert~ for tlle trains that wou]tl til.1~eCobourg's  business
tle Inke. TIHee men died as a result/ some  with elsewllere. The rivers antl the lake just tliJn't seem to
(:onspicuollS  heroism as they struggled,tn rescue  fellow have delivered on tile earlier ‘promise. Not yet foreseell
workers.  The slick of mud all(1wreckage was visible for was a completely llew USe for tlle lal~e <1l
a mile out into tlle labe. Nortbumberlil.I1t}'s  natural beauty. As tile century drew
a place in Cobourg, so he built « mill, first for grinding on, more t)f the busy- people passing tllrougll  woultl
flour, then, almost immediately  after, f0J; sawing lumber. One of the results of the shortage of money was clloose to come ba-.:k for a visit, to stilY in one of those
The first mill seems to hilve stood ilbout 200 feet that potential settlers  were encouraged to numerous  Jwtels, to build a Ollllitry llome neilr tile la];'e,
upstreilm  from the KING ST BRIDGE, where the weir

His simultaneous creation of a };siillcry as well ;s
not surprising.  Yes, they drank far morc than we
would consider sale nowadays (in local hotels

whiskey was free at breakfast as a maller of course),
but a more important clue can be taken from the
lament of o.ne farmer that, due fa poor sJ,ipping

opporlunHies, he was forced to feed his wheat to his
cattle so as not to waste it. Callle usually fed frec-
range in tl10se days, usually on marsh plants.

Unshipped wheat raise a considerable profit if
distilled into whiskey, as that was more portable
and would not spoil, so as soon as you had a mill
you built a distillery as well.

These  mills, then/ represent Cobourg's  tirst
and point the way to Its later  development
commercial entre pot tor the region. SOn tllere  were
mills nil the \Vny up tile river/ 'the principal ones being
tl,e Onbrio Woolen Mills (just downstream from Jones'
all<.1fed by feeder  trom it) ilnotler just  west of
WILLIAM ST. wlicl, creilted il 112ill-pollll 011 tie
presellt Jite  of ROTARY PAI<K (eilst  sile of
WILLIAM ST. 1,eluw the cuurt-house)
PERI<Y'S/PI<ATTS ilt ELGIN il11d ONTARIO

beautifully  restl)red <«s Tlle 1'1ill golf-course/reslaurant)
and \"<7HITE'S  (now disappeared). A, rauons mill o
I11'is  watercourse can ‘alsl) be seen in the
SALTIMOI<E 1lortl, of Cubour~ 011 HWY 45.
o11 May '14tk 1864/ tile spril~g -run-off overwhelmed
tlle tlarn at 1-)erry's or Pralls il (now the gn!f-course
restaurant  at ELGIN  ST.). "rMH:~surge of water broke

inJustry
as a

(now

wown  of

purchase land with very small down payments.
They would buy the land and strip it of trees to
be sold as lumber for cash. Often they would
then wuse the cash to buy a complete farm
elsewhere/ leaving the land stripped bare and
uncultivated so that the rains would create the
lerrible erosion that ultimately destroyed many
of the creeks and rivers.

Coming  wilen it did, that flooJ could almost serve to
symbolize tlle collapse of Cobourg's Railroad were seen
to be fniling, the Rice Lili<e bridge Iwd been weili<ened
by the ice again/ the was unnaturally quiet as
exports began to slip off to Toronto harbour or rattle

llarbour

or just to relax in the now quiet tOWIL I thilld~ tllis is

where we canle in.

Directions;  The Cobourg Trail leads NE from the
bridge along the crl.lek bank, 13e warned, it is a bit
rough in spots, but it does go all ilw way tip to the Mill
on ELCIJN ST/ though sometime:: you wouil be wise to
use road access to get around Some parts,

Past HWY. 2,or WILLIAM SoT, through J?OTAI?Y

PAI?K to ELGIN ST it isfairly well marked.

You might, instead, wish to take [-[OtiseTour #4 back
along KING ST. which takes you [ack to the
downtown.

H Jiet:?

C(r-
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QUEEN ST.I KING ST.

i~ On the NW corner of HENRY ST at QUEEN, we see
I\l ~the perfectly Victorian DOOLEY HOUSE A notice
\ in the gossip column of tlle Cobourg World of Nov.
1874 notes that M". Dooley has "just completeJ her
i ~eill1tiflll 1npme oOil Henry St Mrs. Dooley was the
>,tr'~ sister of Andrew Hewson, wilol11 we shall meet later, and
'\ | s]le aUllller brotller )peTated « Jry-glhlds store 011King
., bt. for half a century.
f“‘l"‘The a~artlllents on the NE corner re-i<ie the (110~
;-)'L demolished) HEATHCOTE, home of DArcy Boulton s
>,~ mother-in-law, Mrs. Heath. Mrs. Heath's hnsband Col.
~Heath died in the Deccan War in India in 1819. of
: I
the SW corner, below Mrs. Dooley's, is

| Heath~ote  only one
GLEBELAWN bnilt in 1854 by Dr. James Austin.

C,~

entrance  pill.aT remains, on the

sonth Side of KING. (Youcan t see It from l.ere).

e Rnowin brorarely chal§Hg s poorer e TGh  the
nortb side of QUEEN, west of HENRY one call see an

attractive set of stables, in white stucco with brown tim
tPJJ 1;)C~~~E~lii,~~ ~~E~~e~;~0:el~a~i:~',~ th~c~~~il:~
I
<,\S original  (1,~41) parocbial  school and Anglican
'/": Diocesan  "Xheological Seminary (HASKELL
2 f ~OlUSI E));Jbe  bUilldiJn %in a ~are 10ntario Tudor

~ty e, ,as Ji~InnHIC' a k to, out tle original may
tave been J~~QgneJ by Henry Bower Lane, the putative

f S Hall in Toronto, who was a good
Tile instigah)r of the school was

esigner of ~sgoode
* friend of thelJ:oultolls.

. '“’“‘AIexH H.ler B@+lItllle, tile later Bisllop of Toronto. Tlle
I LTI I ]
~ ~ ~ A o~
) (EATENN ER R 1y 1 rnrn ]
\J"""’adress Kat~~nne Cornell grew up bere. The bouse
e

—'
-

Jates from 1873, with extensive additions in 1900.

Just up GREEN toward KING on the east side isa
large house (now apts. with a brown roof) known as
HATFIELD HALL. Thbis house was built in 1879
by William  Chambliss, the owner of the elegant

Arlington Hotel. He lost it to CoL Cornell, down the
street, in a poker game, and Katherine was married
here. chambliss named it Hadfield Hurst, after his

wife's family, but it later became a boarding school for
girls, whence the name was changed again to Hatfield
Hall.

As we move along QUEEN towar] CHURCH ST and
the park, note tbe cottage at #124. For at CHURCH
ST and QUEEN, we come to a beautifully restore]
Vidorian summer collage named VICTORIA
COTIAGE, on tbe SE corner. This was one of two,
named Victoria and Albert, built by William Beer in
1887. ALBERT was moved, in 1905, around the
corner where it still stands at 124 Queen.

Moving nodll on Churcb St. we come to Cobourg's
best example of an Italianate Style at #202,
MULHOLLAND HOUSE (1858). Roberl
MulllOlland  was a local merchant who dabbled in
politics.  During an election he once claimed only that
he was "born in Canada, an lrishman, a farmer's son, a
Presbyterian/ once PostMaster in Roseneatk  presented
St. Andrew's Cllllrch with a bell: ~ His opponent
accused him of trying to buy tbe election witb that bell.
At the top of CHURCH ST. (at KING) a new
condominium has. gone up on tlle site of one of
Cobourg's  oldest buildings, wbicb burned down in
1992. This was tbe MINAKER HOUSE, part of
wbich  may, some claim, even have been built by
Cobourg's  first selller Eliud Nickerson himself. It
certainly was the site of Squire Henry's bank, wbich the
raiders of 1839 wished to rob before setting fire to the

town ilS part of their planned uprising. Many feel that
the new building mars the original  streetscape of
CHURCH ST
[ NN nn

~ From here one can cross to ST PET'ER'S CHURCH,

S b

" Certified Largest & Hettest Suntanning Beauty Retreat”
e Laydown & stand-up Tanning booths

* Always fresh bulbs:

Free education from qualified technicians

 Exclusive Tanning & Skin Care Products

e Unlimited  Tanninl'

membershios  (tans as low as $2.50)

‘while walking tluougl,

351GEORGEST . ,COBOURG
ON K9A 3M2

TEL: (905) ESSEX BB
(377-3922)

FAX: (905) 377-8825

Tour 1. Begin at ST. PETER'S RECTORY. As
noted in tbe history tour, tbe white building (177
KING c. 1874) directly across KING ST, is now the
original Co],ourg Collegiate Institute. One of the
most beautiful groups of houses in Cobourg is along
tbis stretch of KING on the north side. There is not
much known about them/ or their owners. You may

wish to note the rare gaJvanizedmetal roof on the Osler
House at 130 KING. #160 bears the n~me "NEW
HALL ", possibly because it is a rebtive new-comer,

built in 1913. The TOWNSEND HOUSE at 170
was Jatedto 1850 by the Canadian Registry of Histori~
but recent researcb indicates that parts of it are
# 188, (just past WALTON ST) a
is a pre-1858 Ontario  Vernacular

Houses,
much older.
favourite  of mine,
Cottage.

Moving up WALTON ST. we note the JAMES

FARRY house at #257, dating from 1887. A fine
"Regency" bouse at #262, was once owned by Henry
Meredith, wbo played a valiant role in the Cobourg
Rifles' expedition to Toronto in 1837. The bouse is
later.

At CHAPEL ST turn east and head for HENRY ST

On the south side of CHAPEL, starling from the
corner, you will see a row of similar bouses of a fairly
simple design. These should not be ignored. Reuben
Jackson was a bricklayer who arrived in Cobourg near
tbe turn of tllis century. Determined to find a way to
llouse more working people, Jackson designed these
cost-effedive, excellent homes. Thbey are "home-

grown", distinct to Cobourg, and Jackson built seventy-
one of them over the next fifty years. At every turn,
Cobourg, it is wortb looking out
for "JACKSON HOUSES".

Stopping at HENRY ST glance south for a minute,
past the TINNEY HOUSE on the SE corner, to
#286, tbe PENGELLY  HOUSE. The lirst Capt.
Pengelly, was a Royal Navy officer who fought as a
midshipman at the battle of Trafalgar. He settled with
his young wife, Harriet Brock Pengelly/ the tleice of Sir
Isaac Brock, in 1832 near Rice Lake. His wife dieJ in

EE TANNING  SESSI
8UY 1SESSION GEI ONE "FRE '
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FEATURING TOP CANADIANORIGINAL ART & CUSTOM ~WNG

TWO WCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

~ Tlle Gnmary -41 Jolm Street, Port Hope, 1-800-710-4997 e NorthmnherhUIld Mall, Cobourg, 373-1924
—~
t 1 TOP CANADIAN, AHT.ISTS INCLUGING DWMAS, LEPAGE,“%I-EI'LH, J? NDRICK, LUMBERS, MAB & M()REO
Y ~~ A~ 0o ~
B Ex‘n/\wlzg{gesrspm'e'E;l‘:tlc’llsnléb‘leCt o' - ]Ll~/—~\} \ (e [T R SPECIALIZING IN
AFFORDABLE TO YOU WHERE QUALITY MAKES THE DIFFERENCE CUSTOM FRAMING

Upper  Cana,la, and Pengelly fled to England. He not know the oukome of tilis unllclppy family dispute, rear of tile bouse survives of tlle original, hut 110mntter.
returned permanently to UC after a slwrt stay at wiie, so best dmw a veil over the details. Tile result is Sl delightful, olle could SP~IIJ n fair time
uncl tlwugll  he made bis fortune here ilnd remarried he  HEWSO HOUSE, at 332 Henry, SE CMner of simply trying to count tlle number nf balconies (1111
never forgave tile province for the loss of his wife. His  James, wa3built in 1859 by Andrew Hewsoll, wllO, witil gables.
sons were successful i business and as artisans.  Henry his sister Mrs. Dooley, operated a very suclessful Jry- Moving along JAMES ST to tile west, it is worlh

Pengelly, wi", built  this house in
1878, was a blacksillith by trade,
though he also was o the town clitilicil

and Wil5 a prominent figure ill the
town's  [ire hrigades. He is also
memorialized ill a  Cnbnurg

retrospective  nf 1898 as a member nf
the Board of Health.

The house at 308 Henry, on the NE
corner, whicll faces onto Chapel St
\Vas built by George  Boulton's shn
Trev™  for I~ev. 3M.W.R. Beck who
became redor of tile Angl ican Church
in PeterborollglL Beck wis 60rn in
Schenectady NY in 1828. In 1840
llis motller ~ Anna  Maria ~ Walton,
married  George Boulton, 60th for a
second marringe.  Tile young Beck, in
about 1854, married Boulton's
J'tlghter  from his previolls mnrringe,
Georginnn. Boulton  .settled them in
tllis IHHIse. Beck was a favourite  of
Boulton's,  who arranged  for 11im to

pausing as you pass WALTON to
examine tile imp'ressive  1llollse "t

356  WALTON, just  norlh or
JAMES 011tLe E. As anyone |.:’'clil
tell, tllis hlll,se llsed to tront Il to

JAMES ST but has now been given
a WALTON ., Jdress, Jue to the
mtller olld severallL'e of the front
lawn. The house  was built by
Natllaniel ~ BI1:'wn3h, principal —and
Clinlleellor of VidlHia College, alltl
one nf tile foremost ellucalors  of
tlle turn of the century. He it was
WIW oversnw the relocalion of "Vie"
to Toronto il ] 893. He is
remeillbered BURWASH
HALL. tbe naille given o tile
Dining Hall of Victoria College in
Toronto, whicll has lent its llallle to
tile wbllle residence complex  on
Qneen's  Parb.

At 146 JAMES ST is the Guillet
home.  Gnillets  father was a local

take his divinity  degree linder the VICTORIA COLLEGE AND FARADAY HALL politil.:ian,  mercllant,  viilllliteer
direction of Bishop  Stracllan in fireman and soldier.  Tile fnmily'
Toronto. Beck tllen received tile curacy of St. John's goods store in downtown  Cobourg for fifty years. first arrived in Cobourg in 1832. Guilleftook l'is
Church in PeterLorougll,  wllere lle establislleJ another Andrew  Hewson Jr. was tile local Postmnster alld degree at Toronto, witll an hOllorary LLD. frolll
benutiful  property, keeping this one for rental income. Antiquarian ~ wllO, ill 1930, carried on a most fortunate Queen's of WIlidl lle was very proud. In 1li3 nbituni'y,
Relntions  eventually sourec.| between Boultons  and correspondelll:e with E. C. Guilld, another favllurite Rnbertsoll  Davies remarbed tllat Guillet left a treasure
Becks. Anna Marie died, as Jid Georgiana. Becl~  son who bet.:ame the premier historian of early Ontario. trnve of llistorical documentatioll about Ontario  whicll
married  his motller's  maid, Margaret,  witll wllolll he Much of Cnbourg's early history was resliueJ by this writers will cull fnr material for years lo cO;lle. TIH:'re is
Illay have been in love all nlong. SOOI1all the properties I:Ollpcratilln. A descell(lant k,s ww restured the huuse a large collet.:tioll of Guillet's lhwks  tile Cobourg
were ill jeopardy, Boulton claiming that Becl~ lived anJ furllisllec.| it witll period furniture. Library, incl'l<ling  Cobourg 1798-1948,  witlwnt
beyoll(I his meaus, Becl~ l:laiming that Boulton 1lac.l On the NW corner (349 HENRY at JAMES) is a  (IOllbt tile best history of Cl)6IHIrg yet written.
injudiciously ~ mortgaged every tlling o sigllt to support Jelightful ~ lwuse in a "nnmeless ornamental”; style tllat

ruinous  railrond  schemes  all(1 Beck's pnrishioners seems tn bear only tile stamp IIf its most prolific builder, At COLLEGE ST one can move on lo VICTORIA
whispering  tlat Beck was "I"~kitly the family silver" to Sarall Bothwell of Jersey City N). who built the house in COLLEGE at tile tOI' of the IHlill (Site 3).

stny aflont, Ill.)tto mention "marrying his l.:'ook-. We (10 1864, theu extensively rebuilt it in 1897. Only tile

ONE OF COBOURG'S OLDEST A BUILDINGS
35 King St. East is 161 years old this year

This building was built in 1837 for Willidnl Gravely, a druggist, and shared wilh Dr. F. G. Callender, a dentist, one of only five in Upper Canada;)1
Ihe lime. Gravely'S son, J. Vance Grawly, later became mayor of Cobourg from 188010 1885. The building W-i--old in 1851 101. Vilnce Bo< il
gentleman merchant. The Boswells were a prominent Cobourg family who ownt-d a distillery. Hi* -mn, Arthur B')~well, later moved 10 T'Oronlo 1iid
became mayor of Toronto in 1883.
The Crowe famil)' occupied Ihis building from 1927 until 1970 as Slumber Inn. Itwas Jlso known ss'the CroWl;\ Nest, a Home Aw)y irom Houie
The front exterior of the building remains ullchanged from 1817; original gl.ISSstorm windows, wooden shakes, pinc verand.lh ll1dfloor.
jomes w. Gordon flurchased the building in 1970 Jnd moved hi~ GenerJlnsurance ~ Busjlles~ 10 Ihl~ loration. The Insurallcl’ A~Pliry was origlIl'llly
begun hy Jamcs F. MrCulliigh ill 1921 ~\ld continued hy his ~(n Gordon until 19/16.

o el 1.0 o



DIANA’

HOMEMADE FOOD

"Restaurant and Catering"

Where cooking is an Art ~

37°2-7777

74 King St. W (next to National Trust)

BAGOTST.

1 one |)f the earliest
SalHIfonl  Fleming, tirawll
tile 130anl of Pnlilic, there
ot the fn"t "f 8AGOT
somethillg of « slllall
Inca!  shopkc'cpers
Lkirnder is preservel]
~olllh cilli of tie street,
11<1:3till - thal

maps of Cobourg, dial of Sir
lip in 1847 at tile request of
is a small galllering  Of 1lOlses
ST. This seellls In have Leell
fislling ~ CONINNNity, with some
mixell . Sometlling of this
ill tile liwtlern  BACOT ST. Tie
will, to tlle beach,
zellli-coastal, F-ellli-lirban quality  wllich
kwt'  pervall~tl Cobourg tIiHoligll of its early
hisl"ry.  If I""ible, BAGOT ST sI""ld be <>i'l'woche,1
by w'lkillg "I fwWill the be"ch. (Al the slrcets ill this
end of hiwIl kIVe beill.:! a~c.es5-)
#99/ was opuc (1 1 Humher of IWlises built 1y two sailor
rlitller:i3 11alllCIl Frederic-b ililtl Ninrtin Jex. It has been
11111Lrddell-lll, ill1llis rntller gr<li11lnow, tlIr its IWIlILIe
he~illllillg5.
# 100 W,
Hoskins.
#l06 s olle of tie IIHI' extraordinary
"Greek Reviv,1 Stylc,, o"tl i, referre”
HOUSE".  TI", do"rwa>, is partic"l,rly
upon.
# 131 is ~llriolls fIH-the pla~illg of its windows. All Ad IIf
18"11 Jedarp<| that hOllses were assess(:.-d fur taxes o1 tile
111111lhI~of storeys alld tklt It~ 1l111llIber of slorl'YS was
l:al(lllal.~J by tie slillw of wi'Hlows toward the street.
Jrellli.az, “lith JIUNI Lucy buill tllis IWIlIse widl the secollli
storey windnws fa.:illg away fn)lll dle slreet SlI the taxes
would :olwW Ut ri~lit. Tl owner, ill tile '980'5, t:laimeJ
"1 he f*"d " c"ele of 1, If-empty [I"llie’ ill the
baselllt~Ilt, witl, wlliskey alltl wim' still in tiwlll, alollg witl, it

its cnwinice

IHIS-t FUTETR)

h'ilt  hy . 10™01 hrickl"yer ~ "llled  Henry
examples of the
I"'5de "FLOY D

to he remarked

pn's~riptinll  flJr tCI1l filleJ wue hy Dr. Ivey, till' turll-of-
the-ctllttlry ~ Jndl)r  wlw spurred ti,e creatioli of tlle prc:ent
IHI~pit<11.

#163, ot tk c'mer T SYIDENHA-L  w's hUilt in 1873
hy THIN<1s Gillh;rtl, 1 vl'ry ::utices.:dull:lotLierr  wiw :::old
11is HUYilH'5s to hi- partner 11111 tilerk, t-\r. Clarkc/ of L11C
pri~ellt (larkl.' rdail ~ fami-l;, WIHII" 'tOTt'S arl.' Cnl)(HIr~-

Everyday a New Menu ~

EAT-IN or TAKE-OUT

famous. He then Jevotell his life to clut:ai.ioll and politics.
He W<ldllayor at least once aul the first elementary school
was Ttll.:[11leJfor him ill 1968.

# 168-70 i, "BACOT ST SCHOOL",
Originally a one-r00111  schoolhouse
expanded hefore heill: sold in 1902:

bill ill 1870.
it was greilliy

Tlle Cl)lwurg Sentinel, ill 1875. anlloullce ill its gossip
colullin/  that the local builder John Thompson  had just
completed his "French vilL, Style"I"">e 1198 BAGOT.
(NE e>rller AL8ERT ST.). He w™Id bter receive the
contrad  to heild Fard"y H"Il f'r Vidori" College, the
first building in North Ameril:a ever designed specifically

for science classes. Back Oil NLBERT ST., olle notes tile
I"llWtd ~Jilt:ks()11Houses" 011tile 110rth side jlist beftlrl." tlle

Library. The two very beautiful houses facilly each otller
Jt tie SW ond SE COflwr of ALBERT ond ONTARIO
STS. arc actually fairly rCCI'nt by Cllhourg standards.

Tile large wllite house 011lthe "W/sidt! and tu the S, #163

IINTARII™)  ST. is possibly a union of two IlOuses, botll
Inill 1IVtie 8"rnet Fmilv. Thev were I"c,1 b"ilders who
111{wcllU Cobullrg i the iS30's: allll clreresponsihle for a
1H1111110frlwuses ill tlli:: enJ of tOWIi. TileY also were the
(N1P~clintr,lde-:J  L.,.Ithe t:ollshlldiOJ1 of Vidllria Hall. At
the b"tt’>111"f ONTARIO ST i, 11"lee L"d~e, built iu

1878 for Willioll' I~iddell, the fir,[ recil'iellt “f a Baclwlt>r
of Sc.iellce de~rec frllill Vidloria College, later a 1.lwyer,
Sliprcllll'~ COlirl  of C)nbril)  Jul~c and nllte] early

AllliglL.:Irltil.

Always Fresh

37°2-7777

If you do not choose to follow the CoblHIrg Trail along
tle creek, the walk back alollg KING ST. W. takes you
past some .very pleasant nineteenth century  Louses.
But/ even it yOll don't intend to follow the creek, gl) parl
way lip the east bank o11the pathway, in Inder to see tlle
view of the JOHN  ROUTH House at 399 KING,
(Soutl, sitle uf KING west of the creel). Routh llatl a
"Quick-Lullc]"  Diller", ill 1893, Oil KING ST E., three
doors cast from the Post Office, and built tl;S IWllse in
1885. Moying east from the creel~/ at #375 s n 11011s~
built in -1.848-9 hy Francis  Burnet. Burmnet  was a
carpenter/builder wl10 came to Cobourg in tile 1830's.
anll WII~)se blllily  business JiJ ti,e LIHIstrudioll — work 011
Viet'rio Holi. The efforts t" payoff tl'e Burllet f.lllily
for tlat  work  caused tile  town  clllisiderable
embarrassment.

The c"bourg Selltillel of Sept. 1872 corried a uolice that
Thomas Greenwood  Ila] finislled his attractive  house at
368 KING W (uortlsi"e KING).

#327 1, wl,t is c"lle" a "cross alld bible" door. It is
difficult in see frolll the N side, ApparentlYl tlIC' cross is
formeJ “between the upper four panek and tlltl wide stilt!
across the tientre of the Joor is supposed to sep<ITate tile old
tl:Isbment  frolll tile Ilew,”

J'hn Field built #323 in 1846. He w"s a pwu,inelll
Illerchant  wrth a dry-goods store 011the site of Vidoria Hall.
#317 was owned by John Plilp, who may le the ‘amc Plilp
15 OWlled Il,e HOMELIKE ~ INN 011Tl,ird St.

#295 is tile only huillling in Cobourg lllatie IIf cul
stone and was bnill in 1847-8 by Alexan,ler
Sutlerlantl.

#276  (nodll  sitle}is  nil excellent example  of all
"Ontario  Regency Cott"ge"  built ill 1857 by Nollan
Nichols alltl gracetl witll a "HUII'SCI)if gable”/ so-nnmed
nfter tle slilpe of tlle windows. Tilis  house is
particularly suiled to n deep sllowfaJr t111tl Clnistmas
light"

Enst of tle intersectill1l, on tlit,~nortll si<lcat #230/ you



o HISIO~-WS: 2 fCommm~~
1-ioUsS 1iOU Rs Al?

j\I:=Qolllllirg  ileople tlitCOIL:-ciollsly dlilll~ that Cl:I1}1~CF
ST. Hlust ~lillld Ln' Olle :11C)IINIrg'~ fir~[ twp L;il~, JIII it-
adually — CJllellHilles  Cel\r~I~ StrOll~  wlI'(l ()\:neJ tlI*-'
first 130lel o1x dle NW c,rlder pf CE()i~GE <11iIKIi\C.
Tlis sit-c, 1312bIIWIL . tlIl' site pf 1L British  I-LAcl.
now a.taslerll Ily relJovated ‘frust Co.

CEC)I?GE ST'~ place in Cv&ourq li~dorll !e0;I1S,
for n-w, Witll Frances Stewart, ‘wlw el;,i9r:dl'll
from Ellg/alld in 1823. Ifer Ill:::zhmu/lwd 90Nt
a/leat), 1a (~obollrg, fa ~'Xanl;llI! tlI';r 1301111'St..'tIEl
Hear Pderl,orougll lell;le Frallct!s waite,) w  Yurk
leitl, h~?rcl,ildre;l.  Anxious at not 1,t!a;'iH~from
11i11%)w sa,lt!l./ fo Col,oll ru, to look for I, 1111.THI
5cl10oHer Inld to make two |llifelllpls  I'efore il
could la-11(jpassengers  af flle H'/larf \'(lit/l I'wr
cldildrt!al w foil’, sltt wadulL'lI"l(illp  T/-123  and
(GEORCE  strlI'ds from flll! I£/wrf as slI! put it
“Startil19 illto {lw faces 0/ pnsserS-b!l, lookillg for
my lu,shonJ" SUL{-ledlly a cart appcore} Kitl, a
bel.-lmu:  casllions o112 it, 011 ndI1'c/I 111trhasl'olll../ 1aLi
proppe}, tilt! whole being I./rawn alol19 tllI! stre~t
by the local A nglican minister,  J?I!I'. Macaulay,
wllo fwd taken her IUlsband ;n wilen lle ieas laid
lolV with fever. Typical Cobourg 1l05pitalily.

The soutl, eu,l of GEORGE 81'. illustrates  uie of the
more  remarkalLle tllings about  Col)ourg. The  must
11l1prepnssessing  of shacks could easily he old enough tl)
count as tlle “llistnric~ section of many otller Ontarin

will finel tlle postmaster ~ T'bomas Scott's IlOuse, tlle early ~ You be the juJge. tOwIIS. #202, for example, coull be one of tile oldest
pilrts of which Jilte [rolllthe 1840's. You will see tile neel for a bllilting  conservation in tOWIl.  Bill's Pizza has been mucll Illiluleel by
Across MATHEW ST. (still lorth sirle) is the 1853 autllority  if you llave followeJ ws this far on our tl111lr, modernity,  but retains its Llistinctive early llilleteentll

bome of William  Dick-soil (#216) u I1lusic teadler alltl anel can still try to fatltvm tlle genius tlJat went inlo century  shape.
Cl111lirtllaster of the original Catl10lic Clil'lrcil ~ on buil<.ling tile a<.clitiollSonto 144 KING. Loob lip, anLl ~ Moving lip to 332 GEORGE, one 11llles tile pO.11"clian-

WILLIAIvVI  ST. Tilis must have been il Hllisical  corner, you call see tle remains of a magnificent SeClyIHI style window in tlle upper storey anLl tlle !)eautiflllly
since rigllt nexl to it is tlle birtliplace nf Marie Dressler, Empire  roof, with ornamental dormers, I1n\\' hidden by  decoratclllioor UII tlle street facilde.

wlwse btller was tlle organist at St. Peter's CliLIrch. (see the excrescellce that clutters the street. #363 WilS built Ly j"I,"  Cullillgrurd, il In,ggist, ill
plaque). Dicl...snl]'s 110me is of "13rutlswicl::" Life isn't mucll illlpruveell)y ,:olltelllplatilly # 134, the 1856 ,11llivas his place OF blisines~ and 110me. [t 1105
ClllislructiOl1,  Witll wOIl1Llen pltlliL.;ing pltice,l flu.:ll atop FreetllaJ1 elenc], House, t111Ce bnowll as "THE been 1.1belleJ "OnLnio  Vernacular Gollic  !~eViv<lI",
nile another  illJ tlle wlll)le covereel in slucco. Tlle CHESTNUTS", wl'ere I|"‘ C"n.ocli.on illtist I'oul Kilne willicll certainly  covers it IS far as [l cOllCel~JletL The
Dressler.  Wnllse - willi its llut(wortlly — LIIHIr - is or a lype got 11];psLut pilltil~  purlraits Ul Cl)lyoti=  wnrtllies. wrull~1,t-ir(ll I"elll:e 11.1~hL-I'I1 ci.ll"L'fullv  12I()LIelL™1I tn
nf Onlario cottage  peculiar  to tlli:; an:a, if not to Part of tlis Illluse was removed to Cnre's Lallelil\~, the replic:-te  <Lo:impJ<.picL:et fence. ~(Jne nll;st pallse ,Lttw
CollliLlrg ,lJolJe.  Atlotller ~ fint! example' of tile type CO.l  rest iz " pizzeria. cnrtler  of C:EO0L:'((~Eaditt HAVELI'ICK 1o eXlliliie
lle seel) only ,1rew SIOpS romm: L1LLC(IrtH~r to tile 110rdl  Before liw cOtllinercill  Jiz=otrid 10Il~ its preselll  sL'lpe, "DROI'IORE", tle Dumble  1l<ue, il in 1857
O1ltile c'ild ,iJe or MATIIEW  ST. Ile Greth  revivil  style  wa=atxrellH.ly pppul'lr ill Tlle extr,IL)I"(_linary Lei~ht of tll<ltsteeply pikliL'd 11l lin
At 150 KINe, ill tle cur'er or HAI'L ST, tle Cohours. A very ~llud eX'lliple or lili;:is to JIl: see at ga6lt> ;:,you may notice, enll<llicl.~tlhy thc W,ly in wi,ich
ColLourg  BnoL:: J\OOill llc..:.upies 0. bllildjl1~ ,lJIOut wilicL ~ #101  KING ST. (,uth sitle - "Uniquely Y™'rs Gift,"). tlle main  wiJldow::: tlL'crease in ::ize as they ~\) up,
tlle lleritage people canllot agree. (5 it "L)yalist"? Olle Clur 0Jlceslors would proldahly have seen tllis ,1S 11llire  leillrnrcillg tle ptrspective. TI3- is gotllic  witll tl
authority  clailils it is, citing tile fanned hansom, paired typical ~ of Cobourg store-frollts thilll  tile current vell§'teance,  witll  C[ltltre-foils atll  trefoils il thi~
clLillltiCyS ilnd ti,e rel11lillS of 0. Gotlic winJow nil the Victoriall ~ style that tg)pcars so well-establisllet! to us. Jecoratioll, a tlJ"ee-pnHctl  L:llitlliley, 5 large bracbel:=:
west end (you can just mabe out tile bricowork over tlle witll all i~lterwovell "D~ lllotif, (eitller for DrOIlHIrc
upper  winJow). Does it really l.lave a recessell ~ main You are !IOWJowntowll —again ‘Il yOli may, if you wisk Durnble - tle D's are tricky tn see, lLu\ they are at tle
(—~Mltr<I'llce? Is tllat Lricbwork o2 the facale intcnde) to  go to tle comer of GEORGE anJ KING for House hotto-m  of tile hracl~ets) alll 9 rOlillel-winJowed
"Jl1al;::eit loob as thougl,” tlle pallel~ are recessed? Tour #5. tlormers. Dlimble tile eltler came to Cantltla to settle
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tile dispute<.1borJer between New Brunswick and Maille,
i problem left Ilver from dle American Revolution. His
:<)dohn Henry DUIlIble became olle of Cobourg's most
prominent citizens, perhaps  best remembered fIH
uniting tile CoblHIrg and Peterb<.)f<)lJgh Railway witb tbe
Mar*"™  Mining Co., probably the best thing tl,at
clluld 11avellilppenetl to Cobourg's railway drcilm.

The NE corner of GEORGE and HAVELOCK is
fille,] by tl'e honse occnpie,] by R. D. Chatterton, the
ColhHIrg Star's first ellitor- The Star office itself was a

shack (long g'Hle) on GEORGE ST. opposite the
enlrance to ORANGE ST. (where the tanning salon is).
The NW corner of Havelock and George sllOws us Dr.
Hayden's Iwuse. (NI) Innger on tbe corner, it is just past
tlle nbviotlsly mOllern IIHIses).

Several attractive 1",nses on HAVELOCK ST. W of
GEORGE repay exalllination. On the N side, at the
corner of BOND ST. (#80 HAVELOCK) stands the
1".nse bnilt by William Bond in about 1875. Note the

elaborately decorate<.i  viwils  (corner-pieces) and

window lintels. Oppnsite at tbe Se corner #77, is the
1876 DbOllle of Ida HayJen, whose parents bougbt it to

celebrate  ber marriage to Prof. Reynar of Victoria
College.

Above UNIVERSITY  ST. we enter into Cobourg's
nineteentb  century industrial park. It is interesting to
note the way in which the elegant bOllles of the
“capitalists”  (their own word) stnyed juxtaposed to the
businesses  of willidl they were justly proud and to tile
railway.

TRAVEL PARADIGM
@it QH2~{£e @itke7/2tZaVe

* FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL STAFF PROVIDING AWARD WINNING SERVICE

o ( LT! —

"oy

J " rotH ' T

ROPP" If"
. —



Tle great 11(Imc . w/liell tl7;S part of
fou:,,';s faults C'"rossell.Start;,!, as a
poor ;mm;(lra"f ;11 abouf /8/10,

I(orkillg :n -a small foundry all flll.!

norllil;.esl  eorHer of ile block in
wll;f.1st. Afer's ClIH,rell sfands,
(‘rosseH worked Li5 e lip fa pari
ownersllip  of fI'l! firm.  Willen ti'l!

raiffcay bcgan scarl-l;ng for flat cars

fo Huul lumber from 7. ['ack

eoullin!, (‘rossen reloolel.t ill ardl'r La

provid~ tlwm, dozcns at a time, tie"

weill o2 to build passcHgl!r cars as

mell. 8™ II", £870's I, Iwd "10"ed

to some- sti/l empfy fown lots w/licl7

1lad been desigP7afed "Vic{oria

Square', 10 lhe ‘wesl oo GEOI?GE

a'd norll, O/ UN! IfEJ<STY.

Vidor-ia Square was never to be

developed as a square, being

completely absorbed ;nlo the

Crosse” Car Works. The Car Works

was an. of Cobourg's most successful

ventures, building sleeping and other

railroad cars to rival the famous

Pullman cars and, under

Macdonald's National Pol;cy, driving

Pullman r;ghl out 0/ the Canadian

railway market, The decision by the

major Canadian Railways to begin

designing and bu;ld;ng the;r own cars spelled the
end for Crossen, Which closed its doors just after
tJ1le beginning 0/ the century.  Sjnc~ then the
LVorkshCL'mostly been a leolJ"e"rtannery.

If yuu walk along ALICE ST. (nam~d after V;dm-ia's

daughter, and matded with PRINCESS “n the ,,,rth)
yoll can get some iJea IIf 1lliwtile early plan for Vidoria

Square  was originally ~ conceived and then fnlzen in
disarray by inJustrialne(;essity.

Al o

Al 449  GEORGE s f., we lave
\'(lillialll criis:rrs Hillise
"FAIRLAWN" it bv o1, fatl,cl
Jallles Il the 187(1"::, \Vill, nmuiLipit
retwv. linlls i 189;3.  Till: mmse 1=
clllisiJerea “QIlICt:'lIl Anile  Stvle". THII
willinw — r'H.:ill=sputll,  tucl.eli inb)  tiIL"
ver <.l is rllNlI1l1ed, witlh 2 ke

panelling helnw, 1110111L" wil11k: wimin

ensemble, priljeclill~ sIHlul 1 f(lot frolll
tile VI of the kch purar, is saitmy I
(f a crossen  ruilway
car. Tle “bell-casl" S oal the 1,0l

tile rear  willlinw

covers LIt Ilillianl v

Tllt~ other  Crossell  1HINH: is tlill  of
father James Cr-ssell al  #465
GEORGE CEDAR HEDGE Jates

farm 18 TI.  N"te the barge I"a,.d alld
“treillage” 011 tile Ihin.:11.

#475  als" dates from 1871, alll is ill
tlle vidifian  Gothic  Style, willl clilssic
revival hib; tll it. Tn tile rear is

original  c.liTiage  1JIlsl~ willl a pi~e\lll
jUft.

NIt to D missed  at tlis el of
GEORGE ST is tl'e carefully ,.est"red
GI~AND TRUNK RAILROAD
STATION “f 1911, restorel ill 1993

VIA raiL

alld  wow serving

On a willtry day in the 1890's  D1". lvey was walking

near tile  railroiHI trat..:ks near tile  \OrdI cnt!  of
GEORGE ST, when 1 Silw, b.l llis hOITIlr, a yOling Illall
lying by tile tracl;;;:s witil  Ilis feet allllllst  severel from llis

legs. 1le rlisltef.l the young man tn tlle train statipJl
tiH~ slalilll 1liL::ler
cntr'llcc/ Ul tile grounds  tlClt tlH~ young 1llanmLlst have
been an intnaler  wu the rnilroiH.I's  property. A young
WoOlllan wailing  for a train proviled a clllal.; w2 lle 1"
baggage, alld Dr. lvey lefl tle mall iu her care wlile Ie
went fM hell.  He askeel, at leligt'r, at the reeelltly

established lwme for tl'e agel "n JAMES  ST. just
5r>l,th of UNIVERSITY, where the mill.. Il invited Ivey

to bring tlIC  unfortunate victim to tllclll, since tIH~

pladlirlll, willere refus:ed 111em

tllidor llaJ been so llelpful to them in tlleir eHllirts o011

behalf “f C"b"urg's lleedy. This m"ved Dr. lvey t"
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establish ~ the first En;ergency Room at tie old folk'ss
home, and soonn they were to experielH.:e the  heilrt-
rending pride  whidl  lould  aCl:ONIpillly  well:tlllling
Cll:l:ident vil:tims from <i1s tilr as Port Hope and
Colborrre. This led directly to tl'e foundiug “f the
present  Cobourg ~ Hospital (Northumberland Health
Care Centre).
- OPEN 24 HOURS
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