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Minister Elizabeth Witmer on

the sale is next week.

John Lee, president of
the Winchester Arms
Group, agrees that the
deal is still on.

He expects to hire local
trades people within three
weeks and begin convert-
ing the former place of
incarceration into a place
of good food, accommo-
dation and retail outlets.

About 40 people will
also be hired in May to
work in the businesses, he
added.

The restaurant is
expected to open at the
end of May and the hotel
and retail outlets by the
summer. The company is
looking to rent spaces to
crafters selling specialized
wares.

“We have a similar
concept in Port Colborne.”
he said. ~

Some of the ideas for
the rest of the property
include possibly establish-
ing a farmers’ market in
the court yard, previously
the prisoners’ exercise
yard, and installing mini
golf.

Mr. Lee and his part-
ner, Mike O'Brien, were
to meet yesterday after-
noon with Cobourg Mayor

“..~That's where we can Sttt

from.” he said.

The second priority surrounding a tl
new hospital facility was set out dur-
ing a meeting with provincial Health
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