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- cember, .in: Victoria® Hall. -

JULY 22. 1931/

Jire Department Is |
Vﬁai E..mﬁi to ?as&?

‘fhe members were all volunteers,

working without pay, but exempt
frcm poll tax. Some idea of the so-
cial life of the nremen is gained
in. refarences cumplled “by. Edwin
Guiilet, to quote: G
.t “Once a year the brlzade tu:ned

cut in grand style for inspection by

* ‘thes Mayor and Council: After dem-
‘cnstrating - the . efficlency -of their
apparatus they were led in proces-
* slon through the- town by 'a band.
" A festival was held,: nsually' in De-

.ﬁt tne
. festival of 1863 speeches weru made
<. by Mayor G- S. Dal=try and Mr! D,

. {E. Boulton to the firemen &nd their
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i g 'd to tha:third storey.of the build- |-
itse :i::-,. called Sons of Temperance

'-‘the

“""i

“.gue.sts seated In.‘the hall, ‘Among
sthese- wbu sang. were ‘Misses Hattle
» St...phens. McKyes and McBean, and
"‘Mc.*:a's. Georze: Roberts and .James
% Jawell (bom firemen) . and . Arthur
i Hawes, ’I‘hﬂ\band ‘of the 6th North-
umberlznd tia, p‘layed du.r!.ng tha
i ing. -
. gper md Dmcl.n; ride :
: "‘Ab—m'io p.m:-the pa.rty aderm-

{Mr. Pratt:was \the: caterer,
3 :md t'u:rke'rs.. geese; chickens, etc,
: were.carved up for. the, guests. Af-

= 'ter supper dancing hegan and.lasted

P,

T ient a2 steinwa:r plano for.the occa-
% sion; ‘and -Prol. " Chalaupkd’s ‘Quad-
“rille Bard: supplled its ‘usual- fault-

of the event no doubt everyone had
‘an enjoyable- time- and’ looked: for-
; ward to the next. -Jear's featlva.l“' ¥t

"Pit:.nlu ‘rere somet.lme arra.nggd
- by these socicties. On one occasion

‘Mechanles’ Institute. aud the
% Fire Brlg:da combined to huld ;a
pIcnie at -Rice Lake:~Through the
kincnem of Mr. H. Covert they were

.ai\gl:enr free use of the:Coibourg and

- ¢ Peterboro Rallway, and 12 cars con-

¥ **taining 600 people procecded merrily

; “to Harwocd. Here two steamers and
% scows conveyed the party to Spook
! Isiand. Chalaupka’s Quadrille Band
was in aliendance'and it was a
bappy-crowd that’ retu:med tu Co-
1 _bourz at'8 p.m. 2
~— T=lisved to have- bet;n Incend.la.ry,
> . & Teward of $500 was afterward:
i ‘s.tered by the. town council for in-
formation as to the identity of the
ire-bug, tha Windsor Hotel fira was
tha won" ln the h!.stor.v oh
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town, thieé ﬂ.rfeme-n ‘l&slng‘ their |

- the -wall-at=one: side-collapsed.and

|'was the first rhan to be"rescued,
Mr.W. O Jex, pquIng me ‘out.. The

" ymtl 4:31m. . Mr:-Qzorgs Stephens.
-were takem up.to the Buchanan Ho-

less ‘ music. ~ FProm-"the: description |-

| and ‘Mr.“Forrest In' Cobourg- Union
;Cemetery. At the’lo- il funeral were

w volunbeer* to mL.t.he vacaney.

lives. The fire itself was not of so
greal a size but an-- unfortunate
event near the close of the -confla-
gration - occurred : which c. t- the
lives ol-the three men and seriously
injured ‘thrie others.  Only survivor
at the present time of the three who
wera rescued is‘Fred Besbe ol.To-
rontq ‘who' in a: letter -some years.
ago to= The: Sentinel-star. related
the- detalls of the fire.” The hotel
was situated on the site of .theé pre-
sen’ Dinham . Hotel. Fire- brokaz. out
there in April of 1878, the building
being owned by Willlam! Baftell'and
the. proprletor “being’ Thomas "Con~"
ror: Fire chisf-was, incidently the
proprietor, Nec= the énd of the fire,

buried "beneath it,: Charles Patter-
son of Grafton, Georze Stevenson of
Port Hope. James ?urre.st, —Walter
Griave, .F." W. Beebe -‘and’ ‘G, W.
Alexander, Cobourg. The-first three-
were killéd ahd the last t.hree tes—
cued. but badly’ injured;
To. quor.a- Mr.. _Bee‘be;
"I was: sta.ndlnr on: the aidewalk
acting as branchman at the moment»

‘z

opposite; the- .maln 'front door and

injuredi were laid on- 'the sldawall'l
in- front-of. the site later ‘occupled
by The Sentinel Star; -; Then' they

tel,jtut-nort.h._._._. “efe

“The -entire . fire- brlga.de attendad
tho funeral.of each of the- victims,
Mr. Patterson being:buried.in Gral-
ton, Mr:~eStvenson -at Port-"Hope,

the !z.culty and “*student ;-body- of
Victoria: ; Callege, . - representatives
from:.Rochester and’ Belleville fire
departments, .the: mayor and'coun=-
cil -and a’huge number-of citizens.
On the Sunday. following, 8 memor-
fal service was held in Victoria Hall
conducted by the Rav.-Donald Flet-
cher, and:assisted by Rewv.- Hugh
Pedley, Rev.. Dr. 8. S. - Nelles, Dr.
Bruwash, Rev. Dr, Ballentlne. Rev,
Dr. Jones,: Mayor - George Guillet,
Sam_Clarke .and others.- A - re;olu-
tion of sympathy on.behalf of the
community- was moved by the late
A. J. Hewson and seconded by the
late Dan Rooney. =~ ™7

“An Inquest: was suhsequeut‘ly held
by C. E. Ewing at which time " town
clerk ‘W. H., Floyd.was present in
his official capaclty. John C. Ruse
was the first.young man of Cohourg
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In’:October of ‘1878, 7 &% 4o
'~ The frame structures of: ‘that" tlm&
made them -an - easy ‘prey . to the
flames and made very difficult the
efforts of the firemen to extinguish
them. - It.-was' commonly - beueved_
+{ that when too few fires were occur.
ring,’the_firemen .:would. set some.
themselves. - However, the firemen
were: “very. prompt; In . fact -so
prompt. that. they. would .be at the
scene of the fire before people near-
by knew.that there was ablaze, con-
firming suspicions that the firemen-
knew~herorehand where .the . fires
would“oceur.: . J S¥F A ALl
™ In 1851 tho Clarke Block on the:
‘northeast -corner of King rand Divi~
slon streets was burned at night, ex-
tending - to- what Is  now. Andrew's
bakeshop ‘on the east.to Henley’s
'repalr shop on.Divislon Street. John
Whitelaw lost heavily.in that. fire-
The Hon. Sydney Smith erected a
rour-aborey brick. block ‘omr that site
and" W. Hlitchens a three-storey
building nearby of two stores with
‘residences above.-The Smith' bufld-
ing was used as a barracks when
Brltish - Regulars * were ‘quartered
here. during the-Fenian ;. Ralds of
1866 to 1867. In 1878 both of these
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Jolnmg the Fountain Hou Com_pany'

huﬂdh:nbumed,and Mr. W'hlh-
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Jaw was ‘azain’a .‘nea\ry loae*.,n
‘during ‘this-fire:that the-late.'C
Field," M P., nearly-lost-his lfa;
‘Fleld fell through:a. stalrcass-w
had been weakensd: by fire,into
‘water-Iilled ha.semenl’.,Be.siH-_s n
ly.zdrowning..;iny the: :ac ul
‘watersa. hea.x:r ‘safe’ d:mp,. 4 d
and .missed- him by ~inches’.
groans were heard by George C
let ‘who rescued him.-

-

_+ {In~1855 .the Albion.- Hol:e] la.

at tha& time than the. ‘present .t
ding, and Paddy- Regan's -LT
Stables, went up-in: flames “anc

| the: same-time the wuoden bu

F ings” ‘comprising+ the“stores 1
“York's ‘to Jonn's” also: were bun

‘--Authorities suspected in:1850-1
the’ old ‘wooden: -huﬂd.lng -extent
from " Rall's store to :Wenn's: wn
be set on fireThe building was '

i old. the tenants had long, leases

the owners wished to’ geb rid of;
structt.ro" ‘and ‘“rebulld. . “Howe
watchmen were  stationed'-but”

-morning,-just ten minutes-after’
‘men ; had- lelt their © posts-.to’

home ‘+at . “daybreak;”~the-builc
caught on fire, ofl helping the b’

.to. spread. During- the seventle:

nre broke out inm the block extz
l.us' from Taylor's store. to Vivis
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ot .Cobourg's.. ﬁre..brlga.des..o: years
psst, are.shown above, the-men who

were, "-“'-‘d I the msaatmua Wi.nd- ln Ju.na of 1875 and Georga Steven-

Cobc1 ¢

Joined’Sept. 3.‘18'!7 T St

. ﬂ-h-ﬂ- i S R T
- They: sre-—James -rorrest.“of.‘cu—
bnurg who “joined ‘up;:in7 Sept.fol
1877 Charles. Patterson, "who: was
.born In Gra.fton and wha.Jolned up

Porhkﬂnpu, who, \jomed.“in

o .-:dume 8th,. 1875.,1‘1,.

¥
o .“1.

Lugu.sn u! _1876. Ju.saahawn Le I"red
V--Deebe, one or. tha men- who were-

In 1864, ona of the ﬂnest hote‘ls
between Toronto and Kingston, the
.| Globs Hotel on the site of the

Hooey home, corner King and Me-
Glll streets, incidently the town's
| first hotel,” was burned to the
ground. Willlam Weller, of coach-
line fame, was malinly responsible
for its erectlon and used lt'. as a
cdach stop,

More recent was t.He tlre which
destroyed the wooden bulldings of

the Cros:.n Car Works.

‘18 1s° ﬂttlng to close’ with a re!-
erence -to-the fire which-. will go
down in history as. the funniest in-
cident In ‘the records of.the lown's
{{ :|{ire department. It -occurred in 13870

|arf is referred to:as- the Round

” | House Fire; Actually it was the Co-
1= | bourg - and Peterboro” Rallway round
.| house: near the. forry -dock. To that

fire “hustled ‘Jack " McIntosh, - Jack
.| Moffat ‘and Jack Meehan. .'I'scl Mc-
mtmh-pohecL the. hose thro

7 t.ha ruu taatlbuccurred. ab night
7olle the mercury: was..twenty. ce-
ow . zero,” Another. firs  about ten
sars.later was the one whlch des-
royed - t.he- akatlng-ri.nk on: James
treet, west..of rt.het -public achool.
:mogr.s- from ~:this s huge, ', Tframe-
uilding werse | carried. by the wind
s far as Tracey's.: ,'_,

One of the hottest ﬂ.re.s which the
-part.ment .ever ;had: .occaston to
aitle was_the: one’which broke out.

1 the- Covert Block;:originating in

} fext¥idoarsto whatwas ; the - Fleld

—.a—.a‘)v\-ﬂr,‘hn -~_¢..1| ,._.,,‘1‘. ey

store® at"t.hat time. Largequa.ntltiea
of vsm.mh ‘and turpentine raade the
fire a’ very flerce one. A near fatall-
‘ty-6ccurred atithe McConhel’ Bulld-
ing, fire on*the northwest corner of
Divislon street and James, a‘three-
storey ‘carrlag> factory, once pa% of
the . /barracks. - North of It was a
tlapboard house once occup!ea by
John Guﬂlet It was set on fire in
JATR by e cab driver, Willlam Hit-
'chens fell into” & .smoke-hole ‘and
was. p.xuet. ‘out with a long pole.and

}eo;' Btephenmrxm'nltm_e -store,
T B e * l._'a_h

‘r- it

. hook, just before it was too late; . J

8- .r;-\qu&'ya" 'tv '1-‘\ S Iqq it ‘M"“'"i.. X
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north window; Jack Moffat aided
by Jack Meshan, slipped the nozr.Is!
through ths south window. The hosa ]
line jerked, ebbing and falling as!
the water tore through the ps.ssa-re.r
forcing the air out ahe d ofit, There !
was 8 spluttdr-at the nozle =nds
and then the water zushed in
a torrent, not into the fire, bu. uns
stream. Into McIntosh's face andi
the other into .the face of . Jack
Moffatt. Tha surprised mer splut.-t
tered and choked In surprise but
consternation gave way to mutual
anger as each convinced that the
other had dallberately directed the
hose at him, dropped his hose and
salled into the other with fists and

(arms flying. The men went at it

with all the vim and vigour their

outraged dignities  could - muster,

When. the. rest, of the fire depart<
ment arrjved they found them -still
hard at-it, with’ the{ REX bluind
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