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inture on ‘over - 7.2 Howltzer Q8B and Crew at Bulley Creneag
France, in Mid=sumzicr of 1917.
(T+alirsd- Tunner Cecil "1ime left his studies at the Notourg

folleglate institute in April, 1915. Ye joined the Tourth Draft of the
~obourg eavy Pattery, dznartsd €obours for overseas, June 15, 1916, noved
Airect to Zngland for further training, then on to France and the firing
line by late August 1915, On August 3th, 1917, Cecil was severely shell
burned in a2 biz explosion. After nine months in hospitals and convalescent
camps, he returned to Xingston and Coboursz for further hosnitalization.

Tecil received his honorahle discharge in Aucust of 1912, He finished
his studies at C.7.I. , then entered Queen'’s University, graduating in
Mechanical Enzineerine in 1923, He spent a 1ifetime in insustry. On
retdrement,fhe returned to Kingston. On Octoher 2, 1929, at the age of 91,
he wrote the following story :

THE COBOURG HTAVY BATTERY.

"The Cohourgz?eavy Mattery 1s probably the most famous of the
fanadian Artillery units.Tormed on March 17, 1%664, at the time of the
Fenian Raids scare, it saw guard duty in Toronto, It was active in the BRoer
Yar with Coboursz representatives taking part.When war was declared On

and on its way to Hastern points. It was equipped with 0 nounder guns

;hﬂ/”f”;ﬁl'ﬁw_‘b’rhuﬁmt Lth, 1914, within hours, the Cohourg Heavy Pattery was mohilized
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or "long Tomas" as the soldiers called them. After a short set-up below
Nueber Mity, the Battery was sent to the west cozset for defence purnoses.
Tater it went to Pngland with the First Contingent where it was named No.? K
Battery. As the war progressed, other grouns were recruited and sent to
vneland, to Horsham, in Yent, The fourth sroup under Lieut. .J.&.(Dutchy)
gin , of Camborne, formed the nuclisus for No. One Canadien Seige Battery.
his Battery performed its shooting training in Lydd, and outshot all other
batteries in camp., As a reward they were glven the first new 9.2 Howitzers
issued to any bhattery, Bnglish or Canadian, as 1llustrated in the accompany-
ing picture.

No. One Canadian Séf%e Battery H:ﬁi!!%?:iﬁ!l landed in France
in June of 1916, and was senf To the Somme, The Vattery distinguished
itself by B ving confirmed, destruction of 75 German guns. From there it
moved to/krras and the Vimy Ridge fronts.

These 9.2 Howitzers consisted of a base cradle and harrel, oyt d.
Bach piece moved on wheeffls pulled by a tractor. The shells weigh 200
plus the charge of 15 pounds of cordite. The gun, in the picture is ready
to fire. The men shown in the picture were 211 killed on August 9th, 1917,
in the explosion. This gun and others were in front of Hill 70, near Lens,
We had just received a lot of shells and cordite, charges ready for the
attack.Ye weres behind cross-roads which the Germans were shelling at 7.00
AM. A stray shell landed on our fused shells, exploding about 20 tons of
shells and cordite. We were changing gun crews which accounts for the high’
nunber of casualties. The hot burning shells set the cordite bags on fire,
the two guns were destroyedjand 24 of the 28 men were killed. I WAS ONZ
OF THE LUCKY FOUR, e

“[he Battery wasprecruited and served the rest of the war with
honours. The gun in the picture was one of the 9.? Howitzers destroyed.

--- ¥ingston Ontario, Cetober 3, 1999,




