


::;over - ~ 9.? Howitzer ~ and ere., at Bulley
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(!~Rlirs~- ~unner Cecil "limo left his studips at thp ~ohourg'-c.>
r;ollp.!s-1a+.e lnstit.utE' ln AprH. 191t). 1e Jo1nF;r, thf' ~i'curth Draft of the
,...•ohouyg TfePo,vy .Llat-':ery, r'ler)art~ci eobourg for overseas, June It). 1916, moved
0; re.;t to :<::ng13n(1 for furth~r tra.ining, then on t,o Franc'€' ,:we. the :flring
line by late August 1916. On August 9th. 1917. CedI was severely shell
burn~~ in a big exnlosion. After nine monthp in hospitals and conva1es~ent
camps. he returnl"d +'0 King~ton and Cobourg for further hos?ita1ization.

Ceeil rereived his nonoI'i'tble discharge in AU,o.ustof 191f{. He finished
hi~. studies at c.r.I. , th~n entered ~tueen's Un'versity. graduating in
r'1echanical '-:ngi1'1eeril1~ in 19'/.3. He spent a lifetime in "lndustry, On
ret~rement.~he returne-d to K'\np~ton. On Octof:,er :. 1929. at. the age of 91,
he •....rote -the folJ.m.ring story

"The Cohour,<"!feavy ~\a.ttery is probably the mo::ctfamous of tbe
ranar11an Artillery ~riits.B"orme0 on t~arch 17. 1e66, at the time of the

v 'Wenlan ~aids ~care, it saw guarr'l duty in Toronto. It ,~as active in the Boer1~ ~ ~";'1'oTar wi-+:hCobourg representatives taking part • i-Then ""tT was declare0 ~n
i-~~ r~August 4th. 191h, within hours, the Cobourg H~avyl~attery wa.s mo1)ilizer'l
,/,1 J~) '1!1\ and on its way to F::astern ooints. It .ras equippe~ with 60 )ounder guns

r or "long Toms" as the soldiers called them. After a short set-up below
r;,uerec ('ity, the 'httery rl"lS sent. to the west coast for defence purposes.
LClter it went to Sngland with the First Contingent ~here it was named No.? 1-
Battery. As the war pro!?;ressed, other grourys were recruited and sent to

; .3 t U h . v t "'h T +h d Ii + 1'? C'" t \--,). ;'~nf'la.nu., 0 "aI'S am, ~n "en.. l,e _our". <>:roup un,er J eu". ,- .1;.,. uU c..y
Le~n ~e.in. of Camborne, formed the nuC'lieus for no. One Canaditrn SeigeSattery.

'lh1s Ba.ttery performed its shooting training in Lydd, and outshot all othl:,r
batteries in camp. As a reward,they were given the first new 9.2 HOlofitzers
issued to ,my battery, }i;ng1ish or Canadian, as t11ustrated 1n the accompany-
ing picture. iE

'/I No. One Canadian ~3ei'geBattery ?IaHUfui1lH landed ln F'rance
in June of 1916, and was senr-ro-the Somme. The ~attery distinguished
Hself bYtR~ving confirmed, destruction of 75 German guns. From there it
moved to/Arras and the Vimy 'f.Udgefronts.

These 9·2 Howitzers consisten of 9. base r-radle anti harrel. Po hd.
T<~achpiece moved on wheeJ1s pulled by a tractor. 'fhe shells weigh JOO ~
plus the ['harge of 15 pounds of cordite. The gun, in the -picture.; 1s ready
to f1re. The men shown in the picture were all killeri on August 9th. 1917,
in the explosion. This gun and others werl'! in front of Hill 70, near Lens.
\~e had just received a lot of shells and cord i te, charges ready for the
attacK.He were behind cross-roads which the Germans were shelling at 7.00
A.M. A stray shell landed on our fused shells, exploding about 20 tons of
shells and cornite. ~e were changing gun crews which accounts for the high'
number of casual t l.es. 'rhe hot burning shells set the cordite bctgs on fire;-
th~ two guns were destroyed and 24 of the 28 men were killed. I WAS ONS
Of.' THB:: LUGKY B'OUR. ~-

,,·the Battery wasj\recrui ted ana served the rest of the war with
honours. ~he gun in the picture was on~ of the 9,? Howitzers destroyed.

--- Kingston Ontario, October ), 1999.


