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HISTORY - F. 3. CLENCH - CABINET MAKER
COB0URG, ONTARIO
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A GAP EXISTS EERE OF ABOUT 100 YrARS, NOT AS YET BRIDGED. (&g
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ROBERT CLENCH: came to America 23Drum Msjor to General Bradeéock in the

French-Inéian war of 1755-1763, which was the Americen phase d
the Beven Years War in Burope, and resulted in all Canaséa pass-
ing to the British on 8 Sept., 1760.

_ k! E George Washington, then
a young surveyor was, at 22, A D C to Gen. Brzdfock, ané the
two beczmue friends. He married Hannah Vernon in Laycock, (now
Leacock) Pennsylvania in 1768. Described as 2 man of property
ané reputation, Robt. Clench and family moved from Lancaster
County, Penn. to Schenectady, N.Y. in 1768, There he was prop-
rietor of the tavern built by Cornelius V. Viele in 1663 on
the south side of State Street near the junction of Mill Lane,
Church and Water Streets, g . "Clench House" was burned in
the Great Fire of 1819, =2nd an historicasl marker in the park
on Lower State Street coawemorstes it, George Washington visit-
ed it twice after the desath of Robert Clench, in 1782 ané 1786.

3 Episcopalians had settled in the Mohawk valley soon after 1700

. and appealed in 1765 to church authorities for & mission, which
was ot granted until 1771. Robert Clench and John Brown were
fiameéd church wardens of St, George's Episcopal church in the
first recoréed election. Mr. Clench introsuced stoves into the
church - a frivolity éisapproved of by manyl

Robert Clench remsined loyal to the Crown at the outbrezk of
the American Revolution (1763-1775). Revolutionaries at first
met at the Clench House Inn, but soon moved to quarters more

g in harmony with their icéeals. In 1778 the Albany Commissioners
of Conspirecies demandeé that all Loyalists take the oath of
alleriance, Robt. Clench and two others were arrested and
tendered the prescribed oath., Clench requested ané was granted
ten days in which to consider. Failing to appear at the presc-
ribed date, he was again arrested and given two days to pack

his belongings and be removed to within the enemy lines. He
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then took the o-th that he wouls take up er~s in eefence of the
country in csse ,f an inveslon. {

A sroup incluéine Robert Clench ret at "Clench House" in 1865

to or=rnize & Masonic Loege. The Lo¢ge sneetings continued to

be helé in the Inn at & o'clock on Satureay evenings, followes
by - social hour until DPecetber, 1777, when they were ¢iscont-
inuesd 2t the request ol the leneloreé, he Beins the only Lojul-
jst in &n orrenizmation notee for its patriotic efforts. St.
Georre's Lodse celebrates 1its 165th anniverssry on 1l Septesber,

1939.

Robert Clench éieé in the latter pert of 1781 ane is buried in
the ceretery of St . Georre's Episcopal Church, 3chenectaer,
N.Veo Thereaftar the tavern, nenzgef by his son Thorias Barton
GClench I was known as "The Wifow Clench House". Hannah Vernon
Clench €ied in 1788 sné is buried beside her husban in St
Georre's Cenetery.

The chiléren of Robert ane Hznnah Clench were:

Ralfe born 1762
Benjamin

Thomas Barton Clench I
Hebecca

Eligzabeth

Everetta Catherine

The Clench nase ¢isappears from the Schenectaey N.Y. records
shout 1850

(S. Armour to Robt. Mikel of Cobourg, 26 Aoril, 1978; An Encyc-
lopesia of Wor)d History by Wa. M. Langer, Coolige Professor of
History, Harvare University,and sainly the Schenectedy Union
Stear of 16 Octcha=», 1939, quoting research eone by K.D.
Bsrtlett, of whomno knowleege 1is held.)

RALFE CLENCH, the eldest sony was uneoubtedly the cause of scae of his
father's troubles, having joine& the Royal Ctansarees a ccect
i, the li”nd. Reriament (Royal Highlanders or Black wetch), ias
cos:lasioned and trznsferred to the Sth or King's Regiaent
(which took part in the capture o Quebec in 1759) =xé later was
a lieutenant in Butler?s Rengers, in 1777 at 1£ y=-ars of age.

A U.E. Lowalist, he settled in Nisgera-on=-the-Lue in 1781.

In 1803 he was cosxsissioneé L/Cols in the First Reglasnt of
Lincoln Militia of Upper Canse2, which he commandeé a2t

the battle of Queenston Lelghts, ané was xentioned in e€ispztches.
At the fall of Fort George to the Americen Forces 27 Mzreh,1812,
L/Col. Ralfe Clench was ceptured znd h=-ld priscner at Burling-
ton,Versont until the cgssation of hostilities,

- —

The home of Ralfe Clench was set on fire by the U.3. soldiers
eerly in the winter of 1813, but it was ssved. Being laundry
ézy, tenks of water were available, It wes accieently burned
tn 181l while housing 17 females 2né chiléren anéd only 2 few
chairs were ssved. (Eliéz Clench)

He was appointeé Dis trict Judze at-Ni&gard—on—th$+Lake in
1827» Ha had previously served 25 a Justice of the Peace, He
was 2 meaber of the Legislative Asseably of Upper Cansada in
1€01, 1805 and 1813,

Married to Elizebeth Johnson of Jdhnstown, N.Y., €z2ughter of

*Brant Johnson, son of Sir Williaa Johnson, Bart., he sied at ~

Niarara-onsthe-Lzke 16 Januery, 1828, zged 66 years.

(#illis T. Hanson ané L Busphry Irving"Officsrs of Brt. Forces 1512-15
BENJAMIN CLENCH: Littls *s known beyond th's extract from a letter .

of Kate Reed to Johnson Clspnch II in 1909: "With my Aunt Fanny

(nse Clench) Lowe beside me, I 2u inspired to write you of a

voyage of discovery she 2and I wmede last week to Schenectady,

N.Y. --poor old Ellen Tripp (2 second cousin) now 87, told me

of 2 Tamily portrait in the house of her late brother in Lynn,

Yass., of a2 handsome man, Benjamin Clench, bréther of Robert

Clench,™ (There is a photo of Benjamin Clench in 2an,0}d photo

albus at Ninette, Man., inheritted by Fanny Lowe. %Atwjij

In other texts Benjamin i1s listed as 2 son of Rdbgy Clench.

p In a short text of U.E.L's rivén land grants, Benjasin is
7 BenTamaw  1isted as having recelved = lend grant on the north shore of
vy R & Lake O, tario, but it was followed by a comment, 'ﬁu’ery how?

as he was residing in the 8tste of New York", taken from =2 small
IJ:DDLP”US%'JA Tv1m WAaiimes hf‘-’f\.!x 1n £ ~ce Ve, [’1]-'-'1 ey 01 pﬂ"r‘\_)’ . "



THOMAS BARTON CLENCH I, thiré son of Robert was naemeeé after Rev.

Tho#&s Bérton, Chaplain to Gen. Braddock'!s forces, Born 12
August, 1767.

He wmarried Neeltje (Nelly) Schermerhorn of Schenectady, N.Y.,

18 January, 1787 in the Dutch Reformee church.( The Schermerhorns
are mentioned in Anya Seton?’s book "Dragonwyck" as a ally
proiwinent fawily in the New York City winter season. 3§fiiﬁﬂd

The U.S. census &¢f 1790 lists Thomas Clench (or Clinch, as it
often was spelled) as & rasieent of Schenectzsy. For 10 years
following the Great Fire of 1819 which €estroyed "The Wisow
Clench House", he operateé an hotel in the Arent Braét Bleég. at
7 State Street, later known as the Sharrat House. He 2lso wes
captzin of 2 Mohawk River flatboat in which the Erie Canal Comms-
issioners wade thelr preliminary survey trip. (K. D. Bartlett)

The chiléren of Thoras Bzrton and Neeltje Clench were:
Ariantje (Harriet) born Zl} Dec. 1787, who married
Hermanus (Henry) Peek. (Tne ueury Peek .ouse, 32
F,.ont Street, Schenectady, built 1810, is desirnated
an Historical House.)

ESBQPE Catherine
Thomas D,
Freenwan Scherserhorn Clench I

FREEMAN SCHERMERHURN CLENCH I , cebinet maker of Cobourg, Ontario., He was

orn ecemoer, 1795 in Schenectasy. N.Y. A "late" U.E.
Loyslist, he landed in Kingston 1 July, 1816. He marries Eliza
Clarke Cory, sixth chileé of Eliakim ane Sarah (Nee S=yre)

Cory of Hillier tounship on Pleasant Bay, Prince Edward County
on 19 July, 1820,, at The Carrying Place, Upper Canada,

In 1825 he settled in Cobourg, Onterio, where he varried on the
business of cabinet maker, Their house on Kings St. W. was
called "The Chestnuts" or "Chestnut Hall".,

The: 1861 census for Cokourg lists the F.S. Clench I property
as: "Frame house, 2 storey, 2 acre; 2 carriages; 2 horses, 1 cow
value $220.00; cabinet waker,

$6,000.00 invested in the business.™

The 1871 census implies his son, William Carrell Clench was then
manseing the business, though there is no such record on the
bills in possession of J.J. Lowe, which show Thosas Barton Clench
IT as "undertzker" associated with his father as "F.S.Clench &
Son.' The 1871 census states, "Four emplyees, payroll $100.00

per month. Annual output $2,000,00." *

There used to be 2 small cottage behind the house. One son is
believed to have useéd it., In a letter from Elize CGlench to son
Cory 7 July, 1881, rercﬁtce is made to a rental property being
vacant,But this is beliéved to be 2 property belenging to her son,
Thos. Berton II, who, on 16 Aug. 1B69 oréered his premises on
Thire St. Cobourg, vacated. There is 2lso 2 notice of distraint
of chattels to cover four wonths unpaid rent, or 82.4,2.

"in the shop end preaises on Third St,} so it appears 'some forwm
of residence was attached to the shop. Fanny Jane (nee Clench)
Lowe is believed to have lives in the cottege after her widowhood
in 1881., though still at Bowsanville in July of that year,

Letters written by Eliza Clarke (Cory) Clenc?ﬁo her two sons
Will and Cory in 1869,seem to indicate some financial crisis
had occurred, for F.S. Sr. is absent on a trip to Waykegan in
an endeavour to raise some funds. Bills for that year show
furniture being bought of Bowmanville Furniture Company and of
Edward Miall of Oshawa with mark-ups pencilled in beside the price
As F.S5.Clench was then 7l years of age, it would seem this was
his method of keeping the business running, since all three sons
were by now on their own, except that Thos.B, II was partially
assoclated with his father as Undertaker, Ly SE 0 3

AL s C MRS, LALFATuUD AMUISES 1T WAS
F.S. Clench I died 2 Sept., 1877 in Commort PRacTiCB [oR A taBinied

his 85th year and his wife, Elfza Jdied makgn 7% RuyfFrem suRre
11 Sept. IBBB. Both are buried in the rPeE g lg.$ g,?'(_ 9,("" P
family plot, St.Peter?s Cemetery. Coboureg, (

Wonee At 0q )
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The chiléren born to F.o5. and kliza Clﬁpch were:

Thomns Barton Clench II, born;Ta?!. Becbclor.Undeiaker.

Killeé 12 December, 1877 in 2 fall from & reilrose

overpass on & shortcut home from en Oranpemzn's meeting
o clne '

Harriet, bornT1824. Harried Paul Kane, the grtist, & fepr
_ 1652. Born in Cork Co., Irelend in 1810, Paul Kene

had emiersted to York with his father. During 'the
portrait painting period in Coboursz he boarded with the

Clenches. Toronto Sunday Worlé of 26 Nov., 1916

stetes he worked for a Bobourg cabinat maker, one.
-surmises his t2lent was used in nzinting fruit and

flowers on chair béckrails. The Kanes lived at 1O
Wellesley Street, Toronto, the house havihg in April,

1978, been daclared apHeritssze House. She was widowes

20 Feb., 1871.

y P

Eliakim Corvy Clench, boérn 1825f Bachelor.Eféitor of tha
Bowmanville West Durhem N?ws sne proprietor ane edéitor
of the Cobourg otsr. ifor 2 time he stueied mee¢icine, but
it was not for him.He prob&bly was influenceé by the
Tfact his Aunt Rebecca Cory heé merrieda Dr., Pitkin Gross
of Brighton, who rais-é two €octor sons =né slso by two
uncles, Dr. Benjemin Sayre Cory of Wellinston, Ont. ane
Dr. Davi€ Cory of Weukegan, Ill. His meéicine chest is
still in the femily. He roved with his sister, Fanny
Jene (Cdench) Lowe in 1889 to the homesteaa at Ninette,
Manitoba, which she haeé taken for her son, Harry, the
year before, he bein) yet underage., He is buried on the
hilltop at ™Broadlanés™ where he lovesd to sit ané enioy
the view, looking out over Lang's Velley. D 1id 2 Auc- 1£7/-
s maret
William Carrell Clench. Born,1827. Married (1) Ifsy

> g§¢-Margaret Letitia Battell of Cobourg, to whom 2 sons

hareind Adizl A

were born: Bord 4 0T 7E5F
Wm. Cory Clench, (See Genedlogy Adé. P.5.2 &P.5.24)
Thomas Barton Clehch III. Bachelor. (AS zbove) Boan 3/4x53%
(2) Mery e« Lived latterly in San Fransisco
sne Honolulu, Sanéwich Islanes.In the 1871 census for
Cobourg he is listee a2s cabinet mzker. It is known that
he travelled a gooe& fe2l between marrizses, inclueing
Burope, during -~ which time his 2 sons were caree for
by F.5. aned Eliza Clench = the granéparents. In her
1869 letter to him, highotber begs for his return "szfely
across the dark waters, for he is needed at home™ both
by his 2ged father and the 2 sons. (It is suspected that
perfume bottles with Romen seenes on top, in & Morocgco
cese were a gift to his‘mother after this trip. 3() )

“Eliza Cory Clench, born 6 Dec. 1832. Married John
Douglas Armour o' Cobourg, lzter Chief Justice of the Ont,
Supreme Court end a Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada.

?iedal July, ‘1881, after beering 11 children, 10 of whom
ved., : ; : i ot

L. Freenan Schérmerhorn Clench IT (regist St s
gistered John Freema
Born 2 Nov. 1%29. Settled Detroit.Two infant iaughtcrgl

Hatlcew §octié57 Helena 8 months and Jessie, 17 months, are b .
_ ] ; » buried i
$he dind te 0c7,1564- Clench plot, St. Peter's Cemetery, Coﬁodrg. Little ?sth?

. Wworkshop of his nenhew, H, Low

Fanny Jene Clench, born 9 June 18

known of him latterly He also was a
' . inet mesker,
Hls tqolchest with brasé#EZ;;Eizfgrgazﬁéitnﬁ;FE“ﬁﬁiéentei
.0n comapletion of apprenticeshi b

p stood for years in the
.bui%t"fhé'wbite'house on 2 Ft Ty ¥ oaxtiany. HE
2t "Brozélands" 1n 1895, 1n 1891 he ha&

sister Fanny he made a yardstick in 1901
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Henry Lowe, B.A., L.L,B-, 23 Dec. 1868, lived 2t Bow-
manville. She weafwidoweeé 11 Jan., 1881, zne st some
time 2fter thet moveé back to Cobourg to live with
her mother.,

(See "Homsstezeing in Manitobs" for account of how the
Clench-mzée furniture made its way to llenitebe.)

She hele sevesral positions in the CPR chain of hotels
a3 Housekeeper in charge of domestic steffs, latterly
at the Royal Alexanéra in Winnipeg, She unéerwent
surpery in 191l or 15 ané éied in Winnipeg, 23 Sept.
1918, ages 70. She is burieé in the family plot in
Coboure.

EPILOGUE: As of 1978, the Clench house in Cobpurg is £ Pigzza Perlour! Mr, John

Tavlor of the Coboure Art Gallerybourht -the 12' Gothic porch off

the front of the house ané moved it to his home £t Gore's Lending
on Rice L2ke., In “oing so, he EiscqvereéTEn uhpainted area uncer

the pesiment the following inscription, ® F. S. Clench. Aug. 1860
The Prince is comings next month". (Which he ¢id - H.R.H. Edwsre,

Prince of Wales ene later Eéwere VII who openee Victoria Hsall

in Sept. 1860.)

The two Gothie windows flanking the porch entrance zre believee to
have contzined the Clench zné Cory Coats-of-Arms on glass. As

a child I saw these carefully stored with my granédmother's belong-
ings, h_ut no trece of them can now be found. No €oubt the glass
eot broken in the several moves which followeé.

Jesgie J. Lowe
265 Cle mentine Blve.,

Ottawa, Ontsrio,
K1V 8E3
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