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The Gleych fEtf'!ily~'!.aJ" ori-:inall,! have been Nor"ltcm."John ~e le. Clt"'nche"
is liste~- A Hun ree Rolls 1273 Wills 1273. I believe thEtt is fro~
tlA Dictionary Qf En~lish anl'i-l'JelshSurnlv1es" b,! Charles Werin~ Bar.-
sley M.A., Winchester Colle~e, Oxfor', an' publishee by Henry Frow'e,
1901. (Ivli'-'sElica Clench)

The Ar~orial Bt"'8rinfs~Clench, HBskstea~
were ~rante. to John Clt"'nchof
Hobrook ~o., Suffolk - Juo~e of' the, ",
Kin!'s Bench, Baron of the Excbt"'quer,
who 'iee in 1607. (}'IissEli.a Clench)

(Xeroxe' fro~ a photor,r8ph bt"'lonEin~
to F •• Clench with tht'" above written
on th~ back in ''''hat is b~lieve. to be ,r

the haniwritin~ of his wife, Eliza Clar~e
(n~e Cor,-) Clench) (J.J.Lowe)

T.CnUrtua G llIr~![1nist
. ' fl~lHf:"BIGlr()mrr '

T 2~0t4C-"CR£_

RO~ERT CLENCH: ca~e to A~erica a~Dru8 Kejor to General Brae.ock in the
l"rench-Ineian war of 1755-1763,' wb1·ch was the American phase (f
the Seven Years War in Europe, anti resulte. in all Cana.a pass-
in~ to the British on 8 Sept., 1760.

Geor~t'"Washin~ton, then
a youn~ surve~or was, at 22, A D C to Gen. Br~i'ock, ana the
two becs. e frit"'n's.He arriee Hannah Vernon in La

v
cock, (nm...r

Lt"'acock)Penns~lvania in 1758. Describe. as a an of property
ani reuutation, Robt. Clt"'nchani faril,- ovei fro~ Lancaster
County, Penn. to Schenectaiy, N.Y. in 1768. There he was prop-
rit"'torof the tavt"'rnbuilt by Cornelius V. Viele in 1663 on
the south si.e of State Street near the junction of Mill Lane,
Church an. "47ater Str et"'ts. .~tlClench House" was burne4i in
tht'"Great Firt'"of 1819, an. 'an historical .arker in the park
on Lower State Street co eaorates it. Geor~e ~ashin~ton visit~
t"'.it twice aftt"'rthe et"'athof Robert Clt"'nch,in 1782 ani 1786.

EpiscopAlians haa settle. in tht'"Mohawk vallt"'ysoon after 1700
an. appealei in 1765 to church authorities for a is sion, which
was ~ot ~rantei until 1771. Robt"'rtClt"'nchani John Brown were
na.ei church war ens of' t. Geor~efs Episcopal church in the
first recoriei election. y~. Clench intro.ucei stoves into the
church - a frivolity .is~pprove. of by any\.
Robert Clench re.oinei loyal to the Crown at the outbr~ak of
the ADerican Revolution (1763-1775). Revolutionaries at rirst
aet at the Clench Roust'"Inn, but soon ove. to quarters Rore
in har ony with their i ·eals. In 1778 the Albany Co lissio~ers
of Conspiracies .e.an.ee that all Loyalists take the oath or
alle~iance. Robt. Clench ani two others were arrestei ani ~J
ten.erei the prescribe. oath. Clench requestei an~ was ~rantei '~
ten iays in which to consider. Failin~ to appear at the presc- m
rib~ •• ate, he was a~ain arrestei ani ~iven two iays to pack ~
his belon~in~s ani be reaovei bo within the ene.y lines. He
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th~n too~ th~ o-~h thnt h~ wo~l. t~~~ un
ccmntr:---1.nc~s{",.,1ft'ln5nvt.f1ion.

ar '8
(

A ,roup inclu -in~ Rob~rt 'Cl~nch r-~t at "Cl~nch House'''in 1865
to -or""..-.nizea Na;onic Loer;e. The Loi~e ('eetinr;scontinu~" to.
be heie in the Inn at 6 o'clock on ~atur~a~ evenin~s, followe.
by •.SOCilll hour until .:Dece1ber, 17~7, when they were, (ji:=wont-
inue~ E\t the r"quest 01' th~ l&n lor, he bein[ th~ only La,ic...l-
ist Lil &!1 .JP,"hllZ&tJ...Jnnote' for its patriotic efforts. St.
Geor~e'3 LOe~e celebrcte' its 165th anniv~r8ary on 14 SepteNb~r,

_ ,0

1939.
Rob~rt Clench 'ie~ in the latter nart of 1781 ane is burie' in
the C~'~eterJ of St • Geor,.-et s Episcopal Church, 3chenect&.'1,
N.V.. Tht"reafter the tavern, f'..~n8.::-;e":by his son Tho',D.sBarton
Clench I ",HiS knm-Jn as ltThe "i,,!i~owClench House". Hannah Vernon
Clench -ie« in 1788 an~ is buriec besi 'e her husb~n in St.
Geor~e's Ce~eterJ.
The chil '~en of Robert ani Hann~h Clench were:

Ralfe born 1762
Benja<l'"in
Tho~as Barton Clench I
Keb~cca
Elizabeth
Ev~retta Catherine

The Clench na~e eisappears fro. the Schenecta 'J N.Y. r~cor~s
about 1850
(S. Ar~our to Bobt. Mi~el of Cobcur~, 26 April, 1978; An Enc~c-
lopetHa of 'liar)i! HistorJ b.,-li.hl. M. Lan~er, Coo15 ~e Professor of
Historj, Harvar' Univ~rslty?an. nainlJ the Schenecte.iy Union
Star of 16 OCt~~~7, :939, quotin~ r~search ione by K.D.
Bartlett, of who~no knowlej~e is hel~.)

CLENCH, the eltf'estson~ ,,;asun~oubte ~lJ the ca.use of so•.:e of h:'s
fatherls~trouble~, havi~~ joi~? the,Royal E~an.ar~~ a,cccet
ir. the 4.cnt1..Re~l;'4ent {noJal Hl~hlan,,-ersor nlack w:! wch}, :;:1S
COJti.;::3$ione~anci.tr8nsferl"e. to the 5th or KinS I s Re£Lt~nt
wbich took part in th~ c~ptl..r~c-:quebec in 1759) ~:-.• l.c.te::- was
~ lieut~nant in Butlerls R~n~ers, in 1777 at l~ :aur8 of a~e.
A U .E. LOlffl.list,he settle •. in Ni~~~ra-on-the-Lb.;.ce in 1781../-.
In 1801 he w~s co '~issione. L/Cal. ~n the First Rei*_~t 0-:
LL:coln Mili tia of Upper C~n!5ia, '-Jhichhe COli&.lanee - t',t
the battl~ of Q,ueenston I~ei~hts, ar:.t_was ·'~nti,~:1e.in isp.::..tches.
At the fall of Fort ~eor~~ to the A.eric~n Forces 27 ~~~th,1813o
L/eol. Ralf~ Clench was capture~ c~' h~l. pr~scner at Burlin~-
ton,Veruont until the c~ss~tion of hostilities. .

fire by the U.S. soliiers
was savei. Bein~ laun.ry

It was accieently burnei
chiliren an. only a few

The home of Ralfe Clench was set on
early in the winter of 1813, but it
~~y, tanks of water were available.
in 1814 while housin~ 17 fe ales ani
chairs were savei. (Eli.a Clench)

He was appointe. Dis-,trict Ju.~e at Nia~ara-ori-th~-Lake in
1827A lie haa previously s~rve. es a Justice of the Peace~ He
was a .e ber of the Le~islative hsse. bly of Upper Can~.a in
le81, 1805 ani 1813.

'.:1. '$~"~~ tJ
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NaY>rie. to Eliz~beth Johnson of Jc3hnstown, N.Y., .au~hter of
.Br::nt Johnson, son of Sir Willia Johnson, Bart., he • iei at •.
Nia~ara-Qn~the-Lake 19 January, 1828, ~~e' 66 yea~s.

Olillis T. H~n80n ana. L l{u~phrJ Irvin~rtOff'ic~rs ot' Brt. FQ]'ces 1812-15:
BEN~AKrH CLENCH: Littl~ ~s known b~Jon~ tn~3 ext~~ct fr~ a letter

of Kate R~e '-t JOGrlson Cl~nch ::::in 1909: "liith ny Aunt Fanny
(n~e Clench) Lowe besiie e, I a inspirei to write you of a

voya~e of aiscovery she ani I aee last week to Schenecta~y,
N.Y. --poor 01. Ellen Tripp (a secon. cousin) now 87, toli 4e
of a fa.ilJ portrait in the h~use of her late brother in Lynn,
~ass., of a han.so e an, BenJa..in Clench, br~ther of Robert
Clench." (There is a photo of Benja in Clench in an oJ. ~hoto
albu at Ninette, Man., inheritte" by Fanny Lowe. ~Ch.~1-..~)
In other texts BenjaMin is listei as a son of Robe~tClench.
In a short text o~ U.E.LIs ~iv~n lan. ~rants, Benja.in is
list~ •. as havin~ receive ~ lan. ~rant on the north shore o~
Lake Ontario,. but i~ was ~ollowe. by a co•• ent, -Query how?
aR he was resi.in~ in the ~tate of New York", tak~n fro~ a s~all
h 1 " ~ 011 n ••• h ()n k j n ('. ,"11 C' ~ u.· < (E 1 1 '~ C1 '1~h ~
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THOYAS BARTON CLENCH I, thir~ son of Robert was na~e~ after

Tho as Barton, Chaplain to Gen. Bra~~ock's forces.
Aur;ust, 1767.

Rev.
Born 12

He ~arrie. Neeltje (Nelly) ScherMerhorn of Schenecta~y, N.Y.,
18 January, 1787 in the Dutch ReforNe~ church. ( The ScherMerhor~s
are wentione. in Anya Seton1s boole ltDra~onwyck'las a f.f.~all!"
pro~inent fa~i~y in the New York City winter season. }~dl~)
The U.S. census cf 1790 lists ThOMas Clench (or Clinch, as it
often was spelle.) as a resieent of Schenecta~y. For 10 years
followin~ the Gr~at Fire of 1619 which 'estroyei."The WHow
Clench nouse", he operate. an hotel in the·Arent Brae.tBle!. at
7 State Street, later known as the Sharrat House. He also was
capt~in of a Mohawk River flatboat in w~ich the Erie Canal COH~-
issioners Haoe their p~el~~inary survey trip. (K, D. Bartlett)

ch!liren of T~o~as B!rton an~ Neeltje Clench were:
Ariantje (H~rriet) ~orL Z4 L~c. 1787, who nar~iei
Hernanus (Henry) Peek. (Tne i~~ry Peek ~ouse, 32
F~ont Street, Schenect8iy, built 1810, is iesi~natei
an Historical House.)
~aB~r~Catherine
Tho"lasD.
FreeMan Scher.erhorn Clench I

FREEMAN SCHERi'1ERHUR~CL~NCH I , c,,!binetJllakerof Cobour~, Ontario. He was
born 26 Dece •.•ber, 1795 in Schenecta~y. N.Y. A "late" D.E.
LOTalist, he lanje. in Kin~ston 1 July, 1816. He .arriee Eliza
Clarke Cory, sixth chil~ of Eliaki. an. Sarah (Nee Sayre)
Cory of Hillier township on Pleasant Bay, Prince E.war. County
on 19 July, 1820., at rhe Carryin~ Place, Upper Canaja.
In 1825 he settle. in Cobour~, Onterio, where he aarrie. on the
business of cabinet .aker. Their house on Kin~s St. W. was
calle. "The Chestnuts" or "Chestnut Hall".
The 1861 census for Co~our~ lists the F.S. Clench I property
as: "Fraxe house, 2 storey, ! acre; 2 carria~es; 2 horses, 1 cow
value $220.00; cabinet ~aker, $6,000.00 investe. in the business."
The 1871 census i_plies his son, Willia. CarreU Clench was then
.an~!in~ the business, thou~h there is no such recor. on the
bills in possession of J.J. Lo~e, which show Tho.as Barton Clench
II as "un~ert~ker" associate. with his father as "F.S.Cle~ch &:
'Son.,lThe1871 census states, "Four e.plyees, payroll $100.00
per .onth. Annual output $2,000.00." ,..
There usee to be a s all cotta~e behin. the house. One son is
believe. to have usei it. In a letter frow Eliza Clench ~o son
Cory 7 July, 1881, refer~ce is .a.e to a rental property bein~
vacant,aut this is belie~ei to be a property belQn~in~ to her son,
Thos. B~rton II, who, on 16 AU~. 1869 oreere. his preMises on
Thir. t. Cobour~, vacate•• There is also ~ notice of iistraint
of chattels to cover t'our.onths unpaii rent, or ~1. ij-.2.
"in the shop ani pre.ises on Thiri St.: so it appears SOMe for.
of r~siience was attache. to the shop. Fanny Jane (nee Clench)
Lowe 1s believe. to have live. in the cotta~e after her wieowhooi
in 1881., thou~h still at Bow.anville in JUly of that year.
Letters written by Eliza Clar~e (Cory) Clenchko her two sons
Vill-ani Cory in l869,see. to iniicate some linancial crisis
~aa occurrei, for P.S. r. is absent on a trip to W~~ke~an in
an en.eavour to raise some funis. Bills ror that year show
furniture bein~ bou~ht of Bowmanville Furniture Company ani of
Eiwari Miall of Oshawa with mark-ups pencillei in besiie the price
As F.S.Clench was then 74 years of a~e, it wouli seem this was
his methoi of keepin~ the business runnin~, since all three sons
were by now on their own, except that ThosoB. II was partially
associatei with his father as Uniertaker.

• f'\U. :J:.,~oLt==.sl2iJ.h 'A~lI'fS(S l"f W/1$

in' ~o""' .••,.. 12*,'1'(;,11 f~tt A t"'AIN~1
Aie. ~l'u. ~ :!.iJyFktwY\ ~"1'H~1t !JGI,lIttJ5L

the AN..]) ll' $ '" LL. ( 9~ 11LLL1, \JCobour~. .v~~

F •• Clench I .iei 24 Sept., 1877
his 85th rear an his wit , Eliza
11 Sept. 888. Both are buriei in
family plot, St.Peter9s Cemetery.



chl.ldY>~:1born to F.;>. an~ .l:!.lizBC1 ~-nch w("re:
ThoffiRsBarton Cl("nch II, born ~f32/. 3echelo.,..1Jncltak("r.
Kill("ft12 Decemb("r, 1877 in e.""fallfrof'1Ii rt;ilro:d
ov("rpars on ~ shortcut home from an Orancem&n's ~("~tin~.

1~r:K CL"'r-'_c-tA.
,Harriet_f\born~1'823. l-1arriemPaul Kt'.ne,the e,rtirst,b ~"p-(

.,. 165". Born in Cork Co., Irell3.nd.in 1810, P[:~l Kane
had ("mi~rftec to York with his father. DurinG 'the
portrait paintin~ ~erioo in Cobourg he boarfef with th("
Cl("nch("s. Toronto Sun&ay Worl~ of~26 Nov., 1916
st&t("s h("worke~ for a eobour~ cabinat maker, on(".

..surmises his t~l("nt was use~ in DBinting fruit enu
flowers on chair b~ckrails. The Kanes livej at 40
W("llesley Str("et, Toronto, the house havih~ in April,
1978, been d("clare~ a~Heritage House. She was wicowe.
20 Feb., 1~71.

11~r-i'

Eliakim Corv Cl~nch, born 182t.: B8chelor.Eiitor of the
Bowmanvirr;.-West Durh~m l~ws ~ni proprietor an~ e'itor
of the Cobourg ~t&r. For a time he stuiie. meeicine, but
it was not for him.He probabl~ was influence~ by th("
fa.ct his Aunt Rebecca Cory balii merrie" Dr. Pitkin Gross
of Brighton, who rais~i two ~octor sons ~n~ also by two
uncles, Dr. Benj~min Sayr("'Cory of ~ellin~ton, Onto an.
Dr. Davii.Cory of '~u~("~an, Ill. His meriicine chest is
still in the family. H(" novei with his sister, Fanny
Jan(" (Caench) Lowe in 1889 to th(" homest("a' ~t Ninette,
Manitoba, which she ha~ taken for her son, Harry, the
year before, he bei~yet unQe.rage. He,is burie. on t~e
hilltoD at nB~oa~lan~s" where he love. to sit and ("nJoy
the view, looking out over Lang's Valley. ~l\r:\) 1:I-.-1u{.-· 1f-11.

, . II'I"Rc-ti,
William Carrell Clench. Born,,'1827. I1errie" (1) Ifn"'

~110/fn_Margaret Letitia Battell of Cobour~, to whom 2 sons
\.J"("reborn: DOll" If o~-r.//"5/8" .

W~. Cor~ Clench~(3e(" Geneolo~y A~.~ P.502 &P.5.2A) ~
Thomas Barton Cl("hch III. Bachelor. (As above) 101l.,.J jJI'I~fh"(,

(2) Mary _,., 0 Liv~. l~tterly in"San Fr&nsi sco
ani Honolulu, S~n~ujch I81an~s.In the 1071 census ror
Cobour~ he is liJt~. as cabjn("t maker. It is kno1~ that
he tr&vell e' 8. EZ:oo«~("el b et',let"'nP1arri~~,es, inc.lwi in~
EUrope, .urin~--:-- which ti~e his 2'sons wer(" care. ror
b~ F.5. an.' Eliza. Clench ~ the ~ran'part"'nt~o In her
1869 letter to him, hiyfrrotherbegs ror his return rtsarely
across the _ark waters, ror he is nee~e. at ho~e" both
by his age' rather an. the 2 sons. (It is suspecte. that
perfmne bottles with Roman seenes on top, in a Mo~~c~~
case were a ~irt to his :mother ~..fter this triP.1~ )

Eliza Cory Cl("nch, born 6 Dec. 183~. Marrie« John
Dou~las Ar~our of Cobour~, later Chier Justice of th(" Ont
S~preme Cour~- an. a Justice or the Supreme Cour't of Cana -;•.
D:ei 1 July, 1881, aft("r bearin~ II chilaren, 10 of whom11vejo .



Henry Lov.Je,B.A., L.L.Jl., 23 Dec. 1868, livt'"eat Bow-
manville. She wl'l$wiGowee11 J2n., 1881, ~no at some
time after th~t move~ back to Cobour~ to live with
her ffiothl'"ro
(See "Ho:rnesteaeine;in r.;anitob~-" for account of how the
Clench-f1E..0efurniture rrLI!d1~e its 'tJL..y to Lrnitob&.)

She hel~ sey~ral positions in th~ CPR chain of hotels
as Housl'"%eeper in char~e of domestic staffs, latterly
at the Royal AlexsnQra. in Winnipeg" She unG er'.,lent
sur~ery in 1914 or 15 an~ ~ie. in Winnipe~, 23 Sept.
1918, age. 70. She is buriei in the family plot in
Cobourg.

As of 1978, the Clench house in Cobpurg i~ 0 Piz?;a Pr-.rlourl Hr. John
Ta:rlor of the Cobnurs Art GallerJ1?01.J[:;htthe 12' Go thic porch off
the front of the house an~ ~ove: it to his ho~e £t Gore's Lcn~in~

R· r' I" h -ot' h . t ' -on lce u!Keo n ~oln~ so, e elSC0vere~~an U ?Cln ec area uncer
the De@iment the ~ollowin~ inscription, " F. S. Clench. Aug. 18bO
The Prince is COPlin,?:next month". (wnich he i.ie.- H.R .H. E,l'iw8re.,
Prince of Wales ani later Eaweri VII who openep Victoria Hall
in Sent. lS60.)

The two Gothi~ win.ows flank1~~ the porch entrance are believe. to
have containei the Clench ani Cory Coats-of-Arms on ~lass" As
a chil~ I saw these carefully store. with my ~ranimother's belon~-
in~[J bvut no trace of them can now be foun •• No _oubt the ~lass
~ot bDoken in the several moves which followe~D


