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Huge sno\~'1rift~ plug this country lane near D.ean's' i~;.::"".:.:.repl~-;l<--....

j! joh~ Brow~-.~~ri~'Hop~T~&{~:~~ier
(This'. is the first in a series '~f i .and slep in the ~arn. . '. me'etings of the Boerd.

articles by Mr. Reeve on out- In 1823 he bUilt the first· brIck . ,In 1837 in a fight between
L? standing residents of Hope town- . building in Port Hope. This was Crawford and' ,Brown employees,
r·1 ship in· the past.) on. Mill Street opposite Walton one of '~rawford's men, .O'.Neill,

--- , and was the Royal Hotel. Many was killed. Rc.b~rt :Brown, ·an
AlPSe3, . By HAROLD REEVE . will remember this before it was employees of 'John Brown, was19 . . .

I
John '·Brown was·a notable torn down and replaced ,by the tried for murder. For some reas-

character of the early days of the Shell iService .Station. The stone on th'e key witness was not call- 5
Township of .Hope. He carne to with "J. Brown 1823" was res- ed. The jury' disagreed, so it is

) En- 'IPOrt Hope, in 1818, when there cued- andpla.ced in the fireplace said, because two of them were
)k at were only 'a few buildings 05 in of the late George Garnett. lodge brothers •. The result· was-
ndon. 1817). His .presence was felt from The' Brown 'stone mills. were discharged .
. part ~hen until the day of his death I near Corbett's Pond. There, was Another feud of province-:wide'
\Vh¥ 10 1842. . a saw mill and a chop -milL I interest was with Whitehead,

) as Collector of Customs. Brown· ana
lage~ Ove'; the years he h3.da store, think they weresbuilt a:o~t 18~1l- Fothergill combined to -. write
. . blacksmith shop, distillery,' saw 1819 by Ada.m . cott, t e. oun er lengthy letters to the GoverR-

IHer? mill,,:chcp mill and built a hotel. of Peter~oroug~. At any rateI:e ment accusing: the' C:lstoms <:01-
Why I think the Anne Jane -Brown was had dealmgs WIth Brown, to hIS lector of taking a . bri:be of 75
1 for his schooner. He' ·was on the sorrow. Brown ban1<.r.UJptedhim pounds to releas-e a smuggied
spe- Board- of Police (the council of in 182'7.iScott carried ·a 250.pound load of 'pork at Pickering; ,also
sen;- that time:); .';;:>resident of the Port I cl'3.nk shaft from Peterb?rough to that a .person friend, Phq.lips of
as a. Hope Harbour Company in 1829, Port .Ho~e t? ·be repaIr~ ~m.d Port Hope~' was allowed to im-

: the and was. elected to the Parliament then earned It back agam. This 'port goods without paying duty
)\vn's of Upper Canada in 'i830 and was in the spring 'When there ',and that a seizure of tza stored
g. Elgain in: :t~35.:,He sued the town was plenty o:f mud and no roads. a \Vhitehead's house had my3-
ear .:lnd the~ (0\%' sued him. He had Such a Iffian deser:ved ·a better teriously'disappeareci in the 'night-

rhis feuds with"some of the residents fate than, bankruptcy.
. . Whitehead lost n.s job. He' then'

b:y that ran for years and one .with At the .first election afte;: the sued' Brown a":.-:I Fothergill for
::>f- the collector of customs that end-' incorporatioll' of Port ·~ope 2000 ,pounds l.pr· libeL The In~
.cal 'ed in ·a famcus libel case. d d J R b rtld- Brown efeate ~mes 0 e - speclor-Ge:1",ral and the Attor-

. ;A .shor;ifarti~~e can not do jus- son, t,he tanner, J;iy 16 to 12.. ney-General gave evidence. A
'h.' ·tice- to',B:rv~,The most tha,t can "Robert~on ,protestep th~t there. York .p",per <'The Sapper and
~c~ ' ' ' be'done i~~t6 ,i6uch lightly on his were but"2() good votes In Ward I Miner" ·(November,' 183'2) de-

many activities and more heavily, 1. Brown reto.rted that he would. votes two MI .p.ages to the .a~,ng.
re- on some. continue the' election as long as count of the trial. The jury re-
ing nenry Elliott, ill "·Pioneers of Robertson liked 'and would ·pOlll turned averl;lict {)f llZ 'Pounds
ob- Old Ontario". says that he clerk- seven votes to every one of '! in favour of Whitehead. ' ' .
~U ed for Brown and '''Brown had Robertson's.· Brown's election was It is well to .. remember that
'. or a' novel '~'a-y' of bringing business confirmed. . these were the times of Mac-
,vi- I to the s!.6re: :When he heard of They continued to feud for Kenzie :md strong opposition to
·rt- II anyon~)~ -:the :. back .country of years .. When their .adjacent build-I the Fa·mily Compact.. ·Both Brown

Clarke; CartwrIght and Manvers ings burned down, there -was a and 'Fo,thergiU were strong .Re-
rge ','whose bu~iness was worth having c1is;>ute about the property line. I formers and a chance' ,to ~m-
the . and who \vas not buying at the The wall that Robertson put up l barrass the Government was not
ld- store, he would enter suit against during the day was ,pulled down to be overlooked. \Vhitehead was

the prospect {or an imaginary by Brown ·at night. This ·was the son-in-law of Ward who was
bill. 'The next stage was, of solved by Robertson patrolling the Registrar of Deeds. Here was I'
course, a call at the store by the v.ith a shotgun till the wall was a chance to get tw~ birds with
party sued in a state of indigna- up. one stone. althOUgh iWard had:
tion., I " • In 1837 Crawford's election WlaS previously 'been stoned, and' lost

"What do you mean ·by suing protested by Brown but was con-. the judgeship. _ ,',-
me? I don't owe you any money", firmed. Crawford was in. thel Hope ,and 'Port tRope seemed
the indign:mt one would say. lumber ·business, had a harness to .be strong for the ReforITl, but

"Of course you don't.· I only shop, was a rival distiller and only one person is known to
sued so as to bring you out so I above all ,a Tory. 'Brown was a have taken part in the Rebellion
could' see you"~ Reformer and was elected on that -JWarner of Lot 25, Con. 2.

The caller as' a' rule saw the ticket in 1830 and 1835 to th,e Others hearing of the turn things I
hu~our. In any case he enjoyed Parliament of Upper Canad<ly as had taken may have tumed loyal
the' dinner afld entertainment member for Durham. on the way to York:. I

Hope, offered and -usually became a The Cobourg Standard, 1832, Reform was sufficiently strongj
.1963. friend and customer. describes ·a .political riot in Port to elect Brown 'for two terms. He .

. In the file,S of the Guide it is Hcpe. Persons assembled with was heIoped in one election when I
stated th:lt among other things banners, 'pistols, guns, axes and he bought up the supply of .piclt ~

, .' Brown's blacksmith shop made a drum and ·paraded the streets handles for his rupporters. The'
deattl copper coins and they were a yellin·g and shouting. A stone opposition was caught short-:

I}em- great convenience to the mer- was thrown and struck Crawfo!"d band~ and lost the- election.
'awei chants, coins· being very scarce. causing a painful injury. They 'GJttfi ~ack to the tOwn min-
1~ ~ In "Echoes from the Minute were said to be instigated by utes we find tilat 'lrown was i
~ ~ta~ Book'" by, St·C1art Ryan, Brown's John Brown,. the. member for' fined .five shillings for the nuis-!
• ., Distillery·.was reported as a nuis- Durham, who IS said- to have en- ance created by the stin and a IWito .. _
bllie ance .. In 1839 he was summoned couralted t.hpm in n••r~nn h" th~

tee.
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Old Ontar;o", say,; tllat he cl<:rk-I ,;e\'en Yotes to everyone of 'I in favour of Whitehead. ;

: cd rGr GrOY,·ll.~Il~l ': B1'o.·.nl. hJci i Ro~erts,)n '5. Browll's election was. It is well to r~member that, tiA BI a no\"c! \':~IY ')I.. ol'ln';:!I;; Ot;Sllle~~I CO;l,.lrmed.. . I these. were the tunes ~[. Mac-II ci - {(JI.,,"l
to t he store. \\ ht:11 lie heard 01 i fney continued to feud for Kenzie and strong oppositIOn to .,

\ <tnyollc iil "the. 'Jac;;: c,):~ntry of i ?,ear~'" Yihen the~r adjacent b.uilcl.-j the Family C:0mpact. Both Bro\\'n h ~ ,.,. 7
Clarke, CClrtWl'lciht and .,.10 l1\'ers1 mgs burned do·.\n, there\\as a. and Fothergill were strong Re-I v/~ .l..l
whosl' busine,.,s \VelS'(;onh h8\'illg; db~Jutc about the pro;Jerty line·l formers and a .chance to' ~m- tf. 110ft: r.••!)

. and \vhu was not l:uying at the I The wall th"t Robe~tson put uP: bar=ass the Government was not 11: \ /, P
I store, he would eJ\ter suit against I during the day was .pulled dowlli to be overlooked. 'Vbitehead was - .~lP1-o'J
I the prospect {<)r an imaginary II by Brown at night. This was the son-in-law of Ward who was. f f
I bill. The ·next :,.tage \vas, of I soh"ed by Robertson patrolling the Registrar of Deeds. Here was I .")
I '.:ou1':;e, a eall at the store by the I \dtll a shotgun till the wall was a chance to .get two birds· with ,.

party sued in a state of indigna-! up. . one stone, although iWard had:'
tion.: .. I· Ia 1837 Crawford's election 'W'o3S·previously ,been stoned and lost I

"'Vhat do ycu mean by suir.g i protested by Brown but was con-.· the judgeship. .
me? I don't owe you any money",' firmed. Cra\viord was in the! Hope and Port ,Hope seemedl
the indigll3ni one would say. !lumber busine~s, had. a. harness' to be strong for th: Reform, but

"Of course you don't. I only shop, was a r1\"al dIstiller. and I only one person IS kno\,.;n to I
slied so as to bring you out so III above all a Tory. Brown was a have taken :part in the Rebellion
could see you". Reformer and was elected on that I-v,,-arner of Lot 25, Con. 2.

I The cCiller as a' rule saw the: tick~t in 1830 and 1835 to the. Others hearing of the turn things I
hunlour. In any case he enjoyed I ParlIament of Upper Canada, as had taken may have turned loyall
the dinner and entertainment member for Durham. on the way to York. I

ope, of~ered ·and usually became a I Th~ Cobourg .. Stan~ard: 1832, Reform ·was sufficiently strong i
1963. fnend and customer.. I descnbes a pohtIcal not ill P?rt to elect Brown ·for two terms. He:

In the files of the Guide it is ':rIepe. Persons assembled with was helped in one election when!
stated that among other things I banners, pistols, guns, axes and he bo-ught ·up the sUJpply of pick:

death Brown's :olacksmith shup made I a drum and .paraded the. streets handles for his ~upporters. The;
cop-t:ler coins and they were a yelling' and shouting. A stone opposition was caught short-,

,tem- great .<:o~venience to the mer- was' thrown and struck Craw~o!'d I hand(,Jll'l_and lost the election.
awe. chants. coins being very scarce. causing a painful injury. They; Gdrr{g l6ack to the town min-

\10~~ In "Et'hoes from the J\Iinute were said to be instigated by,· utes we find that Brown was!
t sta- Book" by St.:Jart Ryan, Brovvll's John Brown, the member for fined .five shillings for the nu!s-i
i with Distillery.-was reported as a nuis- Du!'ham, who is. said' to have en- ance created by the still and a I
'tblue ance. In ;339 he was sum~o?ed i coura~ed them In person by ~h: month lat~ was reported again'

jand I be~ore the bC3rd ·for a .Slmllart' clapPIng of hands, etc. I think lContinuec on I'd ,9. 8) ~
usi- nUIsance. ·A.pparently nothing can there was a smail keg of etc.' - ~A~,~
had equal the "nuisan:e" of a primi- In 1838 Crawford was elected I 'V V"V

,s in tive still ~t 'run off time, and the to the Board; -later ,by. pOPUl.a.r ~

~

p~ivate d~sti~ers ·who. were run-I vote 'Bro~n was electea chaIr-
ullet nmg of a private keg frequently i man. 'ThiS was too much .. for <;;>

E
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