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i r yhat's what Ray Bell has created

!
'at" ,his. 'recently opened "Bellt CoI!,.ection':on the Danforth Road on":

• \ Ith~?er~~d~ ?ffobourg. "
. ,d We took.a leisurely tour the other

'day'1through his attractive new
'- ~ building on the south side of highway

, ]40t11 :U·;jS!!llne'man's own museum
,. !:collection of hundreds of items that
" rhave~erested him over the past 20

:;Year~S:and !Ie built a building to-+. .1ihOuS.e..thel,ll. '.;There is, a lot moreI I . !'room'in.his house now., "
'lt~YBeil1Shil'ppiest when he has a
'Ublg "wrench in his hand. His
!icollection shows his appreciation of
i:mechanical items. ' There are old
.!;steam engines, fami machinery an
.1 ,old Model.·~T" ;'an a:ncient'''Indi~n''
!motorcyele ~.pumps, wagons a

l·t~Chalk":buggy'made in Port HoPe.
,On.,the:Mrarm,afternoon we visited

• 1':Ray;Wiis'puttermg away with a hug~
f '\ ' .,{R.oll5-~Y\le r:':Ilgine. - It was a

" "1' ~a~~.J thing - and came from, ,I~~M~'SiJ~test",_ the Canadian
\. ' !powqJjo~which had made a
.: ~': ~or!a' '~~d,~;This:was the type of :

r ';.engm~~.had, powere<l British
, ,:Spitfire51;m :the Battle of Britain. '

.•.·~ypo!nted'out the supercharger at
•juts:. ,~~~f!iJthat· supercharger,'"
the 'said,,, 'whi'ch saved Britain. - It

l~gave.the..sPitsan extra few thousand
,1eet, ,9V~' "the German planes.

I I:Peoplel!(orget these things. Yes,
'~l'lf~~~r,~et ~ese things ... " .
!F;-j~ut'ltil~ Bell doesn't.
,: ~en' we walked around the big

malO showroom, and he pointed out
I 1I;~.•.•" "".h ...•·'lI·,.l ' .•...•"tnr "YOtl

'i
r

dream is Gobdurgf~ o:~n little-Smithsonian
, \. . "\~ ... ' a few years will also' be another U f 1"1

'.!. attractive hi.stori<; restorFltion, ~ut . . .
very much 10 use for commurnty •
purposes." . i·" J' ,

,c--_', The Bell Collection is. one man'; , I .
dream. i It is the beginning of
somethirl.g really great for ·the
Cobourg!corjJmunity.. .

It is going to be around Cobourg a
long, 101l~time after Ray Bell is not,
and h~.hps carved for. himself a bit of
posterlt~. I _ '. '

~s the )'ears go by, obviously, he is
go1Ogto narrow his collection lines
and .specialize, and he knows this'
too., r:' , '

B~t ~we looked across at the big
CF'l00 . t he has parked just behind
an. bid steam engine bedecked in
Union cks, we thought it would be
a sham; for him to try to specialize
too sooll. .

" A pesson needs a few surprises.
" I ' And thft's why Ray Bell..is having so

,New ~uilding on Danforth Road . r ',",,\mu~h ':I\n_.~._. _

to ~~~ ·s~aulding 'In;tZ~'to Sa'rnum' , Lenah~ Fisher;s presetticin' and
House, then bring all 'the people commercial use of Marie Dressler's
back ...But it would take four hours .' birt~place is a fine example - a bit
and nobody has " four' hour~ of history saved and made into a
anymore ...Still, ,it might work ...••. delightful spot for this community

Ray Bell has started something in and for visitors. Then there is
Cobourg. There is still a lot to be Barnum House at Grafton. With the
done as his collection takes form. Haldimand township council as
He is interested in everything, so sponsors and the great work of Mrs,
today's collection is a bit eclectic _ Luella Young, Barnum House has'
from maps to fancy whisky bottles. lived to bring enjoyment to many!
But the strong theme of local. local people and to passing visitors.J
technology is there. ,That is his In a somewhat" similar fashion,1
real interest." He has reconstructed the Goddard's "Spaulding Inn" a~
a blacksmith shop, a harness shop, Grafton has been-preserved as al
~nd an oJdtime kitchen. It is the delightful reminder of the old days,1
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Reconstructed hamess shop, ..' ,.....
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