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promote the preserva tion of
Ontario's pressed metal
heritage.

The first piece to be restored
will be the twelve foot long

decorative panel from the front facade
of the showroom building. Itdepicts
cherub-like figures and vines flanking a
cartou che. After yea rs of specu la tion as
to whether the decorativepancl
represented mythological characters or
not, Principal Roger Beck of Erin dale
College was asked to identify the theme
of the design.

With his solid background in

dwards, sheet metal worker at Heather & Little Limited,
; a decorative piece of the frieze panel from the pressed
;howroom. (Photo: Denis Heroux)

ucts. For years orga niza tions and
iduals alike attempted
:cessfully to restore and relocate
lowroom building. To prevent
er deteriora tion, the Founda tion
antleditin 1990.
e teamofJulianSmith and
,aret Ca rter, a heri tage consu Itan t
n archi tectural historian
clively, researched the building's

nercial and architectural history to
ver information about the pressed
Iindustry a t the turn of the
Iry. A full sl'l of ;1s-found
Jgr;1phs;1nd ;1rchilectural
ings were prepared under the
rvision of architect Spencer
ins.

classics, Principal Beck was able to
determine that the cherub-like figures
were in fact "generic poets". Hesays
the clue is that "the figures are each
holdinga roll of papeL" Theoneon the
left, whosearmisrestingon a severed
head indicates a "writer of tragic
plays." and the one on therightplaying
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will thus be reproduced accurately in
the restored panel.

Barnum House Grand
Reopening

Afteralmost two years of repair,
restoration and adaptation, the
Barnum House was officially reopened
onJune22. TIle house, which islocated
on Highway 2 near Grafton, east of
Cobourg, will continue toserveaS;1
communitymuseulll.

Busincssman Eliakirn Barnum huill
theneo-c1assical houseaboutlH19,and
it relll;1ined in his family fnrone
hundred years. The first restoration
was undertaken in 1939, and the
following year the Lieu tenant
Governor officially opened Barnum
House as one of the province's first
"living museums." The Town of
Ilaid imam] operated the house unti I
1982, when itwasacquired by the
Foundation.

.-:;
I



Barnum House Reopens
(Continued from pg. 7)

The Founda tion has spen t $700,000 .
on the project, including $550,000 to
restore both the interior and exterior of
the house tu their original condition. /\
modern add ition has been constTucted
atthe rearof the huuse,on the site
w here a driveshed once stood, to serve
as a heri tage resou rce cen tre and
community facility.

At there-opening ceremony, Leigh
Grafton Barnum, thegreat,great
grandson ofEliakim Barnum, officially
presented Foundation board member
Anna Young with the key to the
Barnum House.

The Barnum House Museum will
reflect the period from 1820 to 1840,
with numerous artifacts from those
yearsondisplay. Innovative exhibits
and special programs for schools,
visitors and community groups will be
held in the Houseand the adjoining
resource centre.

The Barnum HouseMuseum is
operated and ad ministered by the
County ofNor.thumberland and is
open to visitors year round. To find out
more, contact Cyndie Paul-Girdwood,
Curator, at (416) 349-2656.
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Leigh Grafton Barnum (centre rear) and other
members of the Barnum family gather in front of
Barnum House at the official reopening.

Archaeology at Benares
byDena Doroszenko

"All elegant stolle house, built ill the
first style and well adapted for any
Sl'Illlemall's family is all tJlelOt,
hauill:': !!(,(,//cullstrucfrd Ily tile
presellt proprietor at great expel/se.
TJlrrearealsooll thelot 4good loX
houses alld a beautifulllew baril,
formillg a most desirable investment
for allY genlleman possessed of
capital. Tllereis at/east 2 miles ofa
[Wilt. "

- sale notice for the house
which became Benares,
advertised inJuly,1835.

Extensi ve archaeological work
has been underway since May 21
atthe I3enares Estate in Clarkson,
Ontario. Benares, a property of
The Ontario Heritage
Foundation, hasa rich histury and
presence wi thin the communi ty.
In add ition, the house is known
locally as the inspiration for the
"Jalna" books written by Mazodela
Roche.

The archaeological excavationshave
focused on a numberof areas: the
foundationsof the 1857houseand the
1835 stone kitchen wing and within the
interior of the buildings; the dairy
building; the woodshed Ipollingshed;
the site where a carriage shed once
stood; alllithe pri vy.

Historical research and oral
tradition tell of two firesoccllrring on
the property. The first fire, either in
18490r1855,destroyed the stone
hOllse. The second firein 1856
destroyed another house the Ilarris
family wereoccupying between the
two fi res. Archaeological evidence has
confirmed that there was only one fire
in thearea where Benaresstands today.

The second fire now appears tohave
been located behind the woodshed I
potting shed. In that area, a large
quanti ty of artifacts, stone rubble, ash,
charred wood and fire-reddened soil

Stone foundations of the 1835 entrance way at Benar
Note the blocked doorway. (Photo: Dena Doroszenk

was uncovered. The stone foundati
of the 1835 house were uncovered (
the north and south sides of the stOI
kitchen wing. Of added interest wa
fact that these foundations were nc
deep, indicating thatitdid not havi
cellar towards the frontof the how::

While the excavations, which h(1
uncovered approximately 50,000
arti facts to date, were u nderw;ly, t
Foundation encouraged members
thecommunity to visitthesite.Op
sitedays were held on f(lIlr SlInd;l)
afternoons, allowing approxilll;lt('
500 people to visi tthe si te and
experience archaeology first ha no
numberof gradeschooJ and high
school classes also came to the site
hands-on archaeology.

The archaeological project was
completed in November, 1991. Be
is currently undergoing capital rei
work to stabilize the buildingsanc
prepare the complex to operate as
historic period housemuseum.


